
Ilanez H•rars a rouab draft •peech oatliDe devloped for talke with .,,, 
raeil PR and Dawe gro~pa. Content v~riea. dep•natn& ov aG~ieaoe; ~7 (JJt 0 
collllll.Gt• 01· •aa:~~:e•tiona froa yon wo-t.ld be appreciated. The s~ari•• 
arrived toda7 ADd will be edited and t}~ad ~. Ditto for olipe. 

Interest in M iasissippi first aroused lost faf I, during the Aoron Hen'Y for Governor campoign, in which 15 

( Stonford studll!f1b partklpated ••• continued this spring when Bob Moses, the ProJect leader, \l'lsited Stonford.,. 

( 

( 

QS did Martin Luther Ktna and MVeJQ~ field women in the voter registration campaign waged by the Student 

Non-Violent Coordinating Committee for the pent three years. 

Several motives for going to MiNissippi: 

Fint, c:onver"5Qtlons with Moses Clnd others indicated o real need for professional newslk:HI1 within the 
P10ject 

Second, from the Unlver5ityJs stondpoint, this experience cx;~u1d contribute to the development of my p.o­
fessional $kHJs ••• it proved 0 test of what Ford CCIIls ntotcd performance"' 

Third, like most of you, f regarded eivH rights as 11 good11 
••• Any of us can cngue about the wisdom of 

demonstrations In new car show rooms, the shop-tns, or Proposition 14, but when ft comes to the 
right to vote,. there can be no question, once such bcui" osage, literacy and residence requfre­
rneht5 are met 

Fourth, one out of every 19 students involved wos frorn Stanford and about a do~en faculty and staff planned 
to spend thelr wcotion in Mfssissippi, so I knew Pd be ln good c.ompony 

Fifth, JUM Wd$ nHospitoUty M.ontn11 in Mfuiulppi, "The Hospitolity State/ n aceotding 1o Governor Poul B. 
Johnton ••• and C1$ a long-time r·e:stdent of North Caroline, Ftorida, and Te)CCIS 1 I thought it might b~ 
Jnteresting 1c do a C;omparotive study of Southern hospitality 

If you •ve hod a chance to sean the i nei dent :summory sheets, you • L1 understand why the New York 
Times headlined one story, 

HOSTILITY MEETS 
RIGHTS WORKERS 

MISSISSIPPI HAS HOSPITAUTY 
MONTH, BUT NOT FOR THEM 

On Mench 25, The Jackson Daily News edftoriaJized (when) uthese miulonarres to Mi$Sisslppi arrive, they 

will most eertainly be accorded the courtisles befitting their mission •••• 11 

When one volunteer arrived in JQckson three months later, he w05 knocked over from behind and slugged by 

0 mefl"'ber Of the roc:gf welcoming Committee af the f'Gflrogd station o Jhree WeHS later# he W05 pistol 

whipped by o sheriff in the F"resence of HVen state troopen. The following momlng, two FBI agents mode 

an appointment with the 5heiff' 1 but when they arrivt!id at hi$ office after a 60-mi le trip he wosn •t there. 

Tha hospitality 1hown this Iowa student earned at 1east two page-one banners in the Des Moine Register 

and Tribune. 



' . 
On arrival in Jaclaon, o short lix hours Frorn hera by fet, I picked up The Jackson Daily Newa. The 

top right heacltine reod~ 

ARMY OCCUPATION 
OF STATE FEARED 

STENNIS SEES AGITATOR 
JNVAS10N PAVING WAY 

.. 

The story below repeated the eommor. fear of Southerners·, often echoed by fibercr Northam columnists, 

that the Summer Project wa:s limply o device for prnvoking the Federal occupcation of Minhdppi. 

It quoted Senator Richard Ru5$e1[ of Georgia as saying the expected arrival of 450 unarmed students in 

the state WQs 11 the greatest crusade $ince the Chi fdren 15 CJ\Jsade of the Middle Ages;, 11 Unfortunately, no 

one cheeked the reoctlon of Gen. Eisenhower and other veterans of the Crusade In Europe fO that detcrip­

tion. 

Beneath this story, which received secondary ploy in later editions, was the more ominous head lrne: 

THREE RIDERS 
ARE 1MlSS1NG• 

This story, of course, dominated national and fntemati~af news coverage of the state for the next 

three months. Until the bodies wete unearthed by the FBI, how.wer, most white.Mlssiuippian5-the maJority 

l. of tfo.osa interviewed by the press and those who wrote letters to the edltor-....-egorded the dl.sappaoranca CJfi 

a hocuc .. 

As Mrs. Ann. Sui UYOfl wrote the Jodaon Doily News: "The disoppeoRince of these three civil rights 

workeR has been worth a mi lllon dol Jars publldty "Wise to civil rights organizations. 11 

Not to be ovtdono, Joseph Alsop WfOte lr, his "Matter of Fact" c:oJvmn publiJhed J\Jne 29 by the 

Washington Post: '' ft i~ a dreodfu' tt.ina to .soy, but it needs saying. The organizen who sent these young 

people into Mis'.>issippi must have war.rcd, eve:c hoped forr mortyrl. And now, alos, they hcwe got what 

h d tl 
U~FNh ... :cte!)'·, Mr . Al~p re,..er h~d o chance to ~ee or feel the reoG:tlon of all ..- frw9·! ... 

r ey wcr:te · · · ... , -
· · ved in ~h-= Project ~o t'-li:s eHtif. 

The followirg mor.,ir.g, o headlir:e writer for the Rut land, Vermo.,t, Herold put the facb In betfe'r-

though bjased---perspective~ 11 No Sign Vat of Trio Lost/Amid Mlaiuippi Sovopet. '* The AP 1tory which 

foHowed fed led to make any mention of the Choctow Indians who frequent the Phlfadelph.lo oreG. 

An hour ~:~fter l walked into the Office, we were Jn the rnidtt ()f the first--and big(IMt--of about 25 

news conference held In the ensu 1 n g four weeks. The nationa I and intematlona I press des.conded on · the 

stot.e in droves~ 83 newsmen were re,gimred in a sinsle motel outaide Meridial'l one night. 

The size and mobtUty of the p.-s corps presented some uniJSUCII problems in making sure everyone wos 

covered on mafor new.s chwelopmenb. It wos reduced to nKir'JQQ8Cible proportlom 1) by covering the- wires t 

the nets, and key reporters at ·each motel on an fnformol npool 11 basis., 2) by keeping track of who wos where 

m. beSt we co.uld, and 3) by huvlng o communh;ations staff penon on hcmd at Jackson 24 hours o day to 

han.dla preu vl5ttors ,and inquiries,. as well os process informotfon reeeivad from the field. 
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The facb flooded in, wove after wove to our Jackson center from a network of 20 Proiect offices thfOugh­

:.ut the state. Within four weeks, there wen!!l three missing righh worke~, two grisly hit-and-run deaths, two 

half bodies found in the Mississippi River,. one typical hr;hway patrol killing, at least six major beatings, 

five homf! and bUJiness bombings, eleven church burnings and ottempted otsOrl!i, over 200 orre:sh of civil 

rights workers, and .even arrests (six by the FBI) of local whites oecused of violent aets against us. We kept 

s<:ore, so to speok1 on a pool basis with Claude Sitton of the New York Times, one of the be-st st-roight news. 

reporters in the South, 

Somehow, half a cloz.en of us manoged to keep our heods above water. Bob Weil; a SNCC staffer,. was 

in charge of out sectron. Bill light; a San Francisco rnident who went to Stanford, wQs sec:ond fl'l-1:0mmand. 

Margaret Rose, o Stanford graduate student volunteer, wos a steady source of help to everyone. flene 

Strelitz 1 last year's editor of The StantOrd Doily and another volunteer, come clown to serve os my replace­

ment~ She WO!ii one of three or four people rtip)nstble for getting so many individual1 from her alma mater 

involved in the ProJeet. Emmy Schroeder, Froneis Mltehell, Mary King, ond severol other SNCC st-affers rn 

Atlanta and Greenwood rounded out the group 1 

In all, more than 70 Co lifomians participated tn the PI"'iect. Perhaps this el<plotns why we !OW more 1 

Congre:ssmen than reporters from the Bay Area there~ But we have no complaints about the coveroge given 

Missisdppl by focal press, radfo, and TV-thanks in large part to Business Wire and- in Lorry's absence on 

Sunday ond the late evening hours-...fo the willingness of city editon to accept collect eolls from Never, 

Never l.Qnd 1 {Mwissippi alone among the 50 statas hm yet to inhtgrute a :ilngle publ ic school clOS$roQm 

below the college levet. It will do so this fall). 

Whenever the fach were at Rood tide, we got tumors. The most persist1111t or these wos that the three 

workers had been seen alive severe I .days after they were reported mJuing. Thus on June 25, AP carried a 

$h>l)' from Boton Rouge, Loui$iana saying a man who looked Uke Goodman hod been seen boording a-bus 

there. UPI got more attention with o bulletfn from Montgomery, A(Q.~ quotlng Highway PatroJ chtef.Al.· 

Ungo Cl$ saytng several persons in Marion , A1abam.a hod seen the three. Within three minutes, we told 

both UPI and AP we were obsolute1y certain that the three would hove contacted us immediately if they had 

any opportunity to do so. UPI followed with a list of seven witnesses fmm lingo. ABC ran on immediate 

check. It could r.ot locota six, but the seventh--the· owner of the drive-in where the three supposedly were 

seen~aid flatly of Un.go 1
i 5tory, 11 lt 1s a lie." This. came in time for the e-vening network newscas.b (CIS 

used Jt and credited "another network•t),. but Ungo•s doim got wide coverage In the PM papers~ 

Thi1 rnyth wos diligently en-couraged by Governor Johmon. He wa.s quoted several times a5 saying the 

l three could be anywh&re--"even in Cuba. 11 Just before slamming the door of hls office in the face of Mrs. 

Sehwemer, he smillngly told reporters, uonJy Gov. Wallace and I know where they are.n 

In a srmUar vein, another high state official told Jim Van Sickle of WNEW he hoped that $0me of the 

para:-11"!: of summer voluntefJrt would come to the state Just to "moka sure" their youngder!; uweren•t living in 
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b10thels .. 11 WNEW never used. thot, so far cu I lcnow, and it ~r hit the wires. As it happened, qu(te by 

( ~oJncldence, we had mothers Jn the state who knew the facts---and were standing by to reply .. 

GoY"emOt Johnson PfObably never ~[iud tt, but his com.r.ents al10 provided a fairry constant tource of 

amusemtlflt to us. On July 2, For exgqtle, he fo[d o press .oonfefence that th• summer voluntetm werenJt 

much good .... uSOMe of them are even idec!Um.... He characteriz.t the National Council of Churehes as em 

axtretnist gro.., and SGid. "tf any blood is .shed in this •tate, ltwUI be on their hands ... HJs comment on enod­

ment of the new Civil Rights am was that II this COrM$ at a .very bad "ttme" •• of course, from our standpoint,. 

any time would be a bad time .... 

Veteron local politb;ed "'f'OrterJ wrH tell you that Johnson. Is a modeRrte--b.y Mississippi dattdcmb. 

Tuming serious, the SJ>vemor also c:harged there were ut least 10 communists ln the Sunwner Proi.ei. 

When p~ for nomos, he provided thr~ .. None were astOc:iated .with the ProJect in any way, os _reporten · . 
dl1cover.d very promptly by checking a complete ·list of volunteers and sfaffen. And, to the pressls credtt, 

not on_e paper, wh .. seNiee, or radio dation can'ied either the clotm .f?tthe refutat1on .. To· rnoJf white 

MisstsslpPians, however, any white clvU rlghk wodcer Is proc:ticoiJy o comnM1lst by deflnltlon. We got lots 

of telephone remindert of tf,ls1 on ovet'Gge of 10 or 12 cal1s a nlght--plut: deoth thn!IOfs, horroument fn,m c 

phone operotor or two (which ended ofter stiff complaints fo the. company), and H\8 uneasy knowledge tl-.ot 

'fir phone lines wer. c:omtGntly ~· 

Our rumor p~ems w'ete by no· mecm5 confl~ecl to the South, however, One night we w~re ~rded 

by about a dozen cons from the UN pnm COTJ» In New York. Mrs. Raphael Hendri'VO setf-descrlbed 11COFO 

offldal, • had wired a H ~AliGn ond Afriean •tqotions GsldtlQ tftot the U.N. and troops fnto Mississ;ppt 

to en."'re Vo-ting rights ond suggesting tMt tho 13 Southern states be tvrt;ed into U.N. trusfeeth.ip~. These 

wild ideas ~Idly res.tcred our. sense of h.umor, even tho.ugh they neatly reinforced some of the myths per­

petrated by our opposltion .. Of c:O~, Mrs. Hendrht wos in no way. connected with the ProJect-fn foct, 

no one knew where she lived beyond the ·foct that tho- htlesnlms came· from New York.. So th. ~ lcQk o 

poss on that one. 

On ·at least three occ~ions1 however~ tho prea has not overlooked the comment. of om, of our finest 

local comedkms, Dkk Gfeggry. And none of these dtd the cJvU rights cotJSe much good A He flew tnto 

Jadcson from Ruuia early one momin,g, spending a few houn. Jn aur offi~ and o cafe down the stiftt befcre 

moving on to Meridian for a press. conference. He ...etun* cp~ite 'fllcldy 11J Scm mmf;ls,c:o, wt..r. he totd the­

press that he had glven Notional CORE Director James Former some "hot news'Jwhtch miGht enal:de the FBI 

to break the Ph tlodelphta t=ase.. We gO-t the co lls, contciCted fom'ler iavnedfatety, and learned that th l•. was 

umply one more lecd, which Farmer himself dJd not regard 01 -.ec:ially hot. 

After faiUng to show up for a sc~uled Misiissippt benefit pJDgfGnt ot Stanford, cctUSed by a mlJ\.ftder­

standing, Grego')' predicted at least 75 students would die .in ·.the Summer ProjeGt. Finally, wt.. the bodies 

of the three civil rights worlcefs were found,. The New York nmes devoted a full <:oiUMn to ~ng hb claims 
. .. -3-



( 

that a letter 'he•d given the FBI · helped break· the OQSe. 

Every one. of ua ln the Summer Project oppreciat.s the fJI"'CH''eial suppDrt-aiven us by.Mr. Gregory ond 

other~. And I, for one, greenly ·lltlfoy the Ught toudl he gtves the news Tn--hll pedomtGn-., and .shan~ his. 
b:tli11f thot .f;ivU rights·worken·Ned to keep thalr wrts obQwt th.m. Wttt..n" MIRM- of humor, no one · 
,working in MiW1$ippi. on cJvU rlghts f::Gn long retain his .ontty. But w~e-s k. reportlng facts or 

rMktng. pntdlc.ti.ons, no plCJQe demands a serious, .trotghtforwatd approach mo~ than Missbtippi . 

Where else i.n Amerlca .. QQVI-d you i;ONbl~ntly experience these QJntradtctions: 

1 • Get a phone caU from an ayewlti"MMSS ·that a building was on. ffre--8Rd 2Q. •inum.later have the 

fire depqmnent soy the onfy fire in town was o IIIICIU brush bta.? (AnoniJh. ~-ftrebambed a hall used for 

voter registration ralites .) -;. 

2. Almost routinely receive denio'' from local }ai~a· GQd lh.riffs thot fQMO lndivlduab (aU ctvU 
righh worken} were being held or had been on~~ ... th.y we..quesNor-,.d or put behtnd .bon? 

~ . . 
3 . Have law enforcement officen; report two $tudenh hdi:l been held iA •,..._tive Qlitodya-- 'Tt. 

Chron put it---end loter leam that the students l) were token to 'foil at 85 m. p.h . by police wi .thout lights 
OJ sirens, at nighti 2) were put in both Negro and white cells, where pol ice urged the prisonen to beat 

them up, and 3) were told--falsely--that their leader had been cut in holf (Q fovurite M ississippi means of 

human disposol} and c col league roped by a Negro. 

Whete civil rights workers ore involved, the only safe way to es-tablish a fact in Missi!iSippi is, to dis­

potc;h four lowyers and reporter$ to the scene. That way you can always ho~o~e a witnes." whenever the 

sheriff makes o statement--and you can have two men wa iting to make !lure those getting the fac::ts. aren 1t 

jailed th!imselves . 

The Summer Pro feet showed this approach work:!i very effectively. It i~ one of the reasom why we were 

very much owcre of the foct thot, for every four 5ummer vel unteen, there was. one out-of-state lawyer 1 one 

lew $tudent; and one newsman in Miuiuippi. In cdditicn, there were two more &tate highway patrolmen ln 

training, one additional FBI agent a~igned to the stote,. about four search~ry !itdlors 1 a trained civil 

rights workur, o mini!ter, c docto,--ond about eight worried parents bgek home . 

Al l this personat 5vpport he lped overcome such physical difficulties os a phone sy:stemi with !li:oc: widely 

5Cattered lines which could be used only 1) for incoming, 2) for outgoing, or 3) fer local coils---a singte 

electric typewriter end about four workable monval models for a group which grew as large as 40 at time5--­

o single Thennofax aoo a well worn mimeograph in the duplicating department .. . and office temperature' in 

the high 90s day in, day out, until one lfolunteerls parents put up $200 ana we hGd a local Negro firm re­

plir the air conditioning . 

Sometimes as- muc::h os 36 hours would elapse before someone would take the mai l to the post office ... 

but then,we had only two cars ood made C)nly two or three new$ mcil ings io the entire month, The adminis­

trative task, in short 1 was reducing chaos to disoraer . Whatever the smal l frustrations, it wcs reassuring to 

fee l 1 os one small sign put it: 11 No one would dare bomb this office e nd end all this confusion . u 

Some of the leu tangibte problems included proper handling of news creditJ-with so many different or­

ganizations involved .... hoving to keep two other offices (in AtJcnta ond Greenwood) fuUy informed on al l 

mojor developnenh, trying to overcome some of the hostile attitudes toward the press and the FBI fel t by 

many oF the civil right'$ field worken 1 who had dealt for yeors only with Southern newsmen and lo<:al resi-
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dent FBI agents ..• and trying somehow to mes.h a downward-oriented organi.z.otioi'1 in whieh the field workers 

1re the only reo I heroe1 w lth en upward-oriented national news, stereotype . V\t'hen it eornes. to eoveroge, o 

~y Wilkins or c Martin Luther King goes for further than the SNCC and CORE man in blue je<~ns wno ore 

the heart of the Miss.iss.ippi Negro's struggle for Justice . 

It would have been easy---and futile---to argue over thew newt stereotype! . lnsteod, we tried to work 

with.in them--*"'r'ld to explain their rationale to leaden of the Summer Profect . 'Mrenever we wrote stories, 

we tried to fo llow wire service style---thete was no time for features . Wlanever we worked with the net­

works, which wos every doy ol'ld e..,ery night, we tried to think flnt in their tenns, second i'l ours . 

Every PR man hos two loyalties; one to his orgot'lizotion, the other to the Pf8SS • M iuissippi powerfully 

confirmed my lol'l.g established prejudice that the ultimate success of ony informoHon program demands that 

we look at our otgorrizatjon first ond forem05t the wo.y o .stroight reporter would. We shoufdnot was.te time 

telling newsmen kow hord it is to get dories. cleared . We should moke &\lery effort to breok down the 

barriers to free communication wittlin our organization . 

On the Summer Project cs ot Stanford, we treoted oil newsmen on on equal basis. We gave the &inning­

ham News ond the Jackson papers the same access to our office as The New York Times . They djd not choose 

to use our services as. much, but the Jockson papers particuJarty did on impressive job of reporting our side 

of the news,. almost entirely through wire service accounts . 

Several of the Southern reporters seemed genuinely surprised ond appreciative of this equal treatment . 

This wos another very smell excmpfe of how profenio"ols working together con help reduce stereotypes . 

AU wos not sweetness ond l1ght ~ of course: the Jackson papers hod several slanted stories written by 
staffers (even though the 1lcnh were understandable to anyone who hos wo;ked ln.o eity room), ran their 

quota of inflammatory heodl ines { integttltion was almost always referred to os ••mfxing 11) 1 ond hod plenty of 

prejiJdiced editorial columns., which is their privilege . But th.ere was no local shortoge of high quality wire 

~ervke coverage of civil rights for those who were interested . 

Soon after the ProJect started, both AP ond UPI manned their Jackson office!> round the clock. 8oth did 

an aggressive Job of news. coverage within the limits imposed l) by ovctiloble manpower, 2) by reliance on 

local 5tringers and client papers~ 3) by facts available from local law enforcement officers, and 4) by phorte 

service, which is prac:tic::GIIy unknown in severcl rural areas of the state---those in which terrorist octio.rt-

t i es ore most w i ~spread . 

The southwest corner of the state is notorioUI tn this respect. More than c w.e.ek efopsed betweeo the 

time a Negro church was burned to the ground there and news of tne event reached Jackson, for example . 

Our outpo.sb there were undentandably fsw and far between. 

In the same portion of the state, IT105f of us were startled to leom,o total of 728 students were sum­

marily expelled from Alcorn A&M College in mid-!U. Thh. is rnore than half the total enrollment of the 
. }. te~upPf:lrled 

nation·~ first land grant college . AI com is en al V I f!lgro col lege with o Negro president. Like a II Negro 

colleges in Mi$$i~ippi it i! completely under the thumb of the s.tote. After staging a completely non-violent 

protest against the usual mnge of spring grlpes-·sodof hoots, groding sy~Rm!s, one the like---the 700 plus 

students. were token off campus by the buslood~ with 75 stote troopers as eie.Orts. News. interest in the in­

cident 1temmed from the fact that one of the noJf-bodies found in the Mississippi River was identified as o 

forrne.r Alcorn !tudent who hud been irrvolved in the incident. The orig(n"a1 event occured whiJe I"'CCtiQnol 
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~ Interest wa5 focused on the Beckwith tria~ for Medgor Evers myrder in JociaoR-. 

By the time the two-hotf bodie.s were fo..,nd by the FBI, the center of notional new1 irrtere5t 1-.od moved 

from Jac.kton to Son Fronc iS<:o . Bvt Jacluon TV stations did not bury the local story . In the middle of the 

Republic.on con'lention, one interrupted with a bulletin: the Mis.sissippi fiag appeared on screen with the 

words, 41 Let1s Tolk Mississippi 11 proudly displayed; the announc:er $Gid limply, "The two half-bodies found 

in the Mississippi River are not tho$e of the three missing clvi I rights worlc:ers, state officials reported tocby . n 

Bade to •he co.wention. 

For saveral hours. we were very much involved in checking the identification, for5 om e items found 

on th.e first body seemed to correspond quite closely with one of the miuing three . Fortunately, we clamped 

Q vety tight lid on any c;:ommenl' beyond 1~a 1 re checking oo it 11 until the faca ware absolutely eleor . We ware 

very glod we waited. 

Given the enormous difficulty of e1tabl ishing the faoh, we took great care to ottaeh different levels of 

reHabUity to oil Information given the press . Thus, one evening, we $Ciid we had dispotched a team of foor 

lawyers to check :severa l disturbing reports received from Mos.s Point. This was a foct, enough of a 11 peg 11 

for the wi re services to use. The reports we hc:~d received were 1) that two students had been ormted---o 

foet c:OI"'firmed to us by c sheriff's deputy, bu~ denied to AP by the $heriff himJelf...o few minutes ~ater; 2) 

thcrt o Knights af Pythio:5 Hoi I hod been firebombed, a report received From-an e)lewitness, denied by U~· 

local fire deportment then fioolly confirmed by the atrorneys; 3) that twe> Negro youths. had been arr•~d 

For whistling ot a white woman 1 a foct confi rmed by our teem, who were f.alsely told by the sheriff that the 

Negroes hod been released on bond; and 4) that two Negro youngsten; who hod eatt!ln candy thrown from a 

white person•s car had been teriously poisoned, w Tch was noth;ng more than a rumor . 

All this happened io one Missi5Sippi community in one night . By attaching different levels of reliability 

fo( eoch report, we e:s.toblished o reputotlon for credibi I ity with neW$1Y1en. By calling all over the country 1 

we also mc:lnaged to get 15 reporters and cameramen ot t-he iail the next morning to interview the 1tudents 

ofter their re I eose . 

btobl hhir19 o rep.,.tation for rel iability, keeping stories short 1 simp!e and straight, and worki"9 withif1 

news 5tareotypes were three key working. hypotheses which met the telt of Mluissippi. The fourth was ke!ep­

ing news confidences: when the two holf-bodies were found, for exomple, we received •1e)(c:lus.ive'' informo­

tion ffOin four ~eparate JOuree'5, each of whom specified it wo~ not to be !hared with others. Thls wcs not the 

news custom ln Mi55iMippi, where O'IO$t foetfi were pooled. But the r eque1sts. were s.cNp.Jiously observed. 

These simple guidelina, plu1 lots of plain hard work, achieved very satisfactory result1 . We had no 

budget foro dippjng service, ond no set to monitor TV (except for two network speeh:sls) . But the timing 

ond the flow of news events helped make mUUcm, of Amerh;ons at leott dimly oware of existing conditions 

within Mississippi For a few days. In a..ddition, thousands of individuals I ike you will hear more detailed 

accounts o:s the vohmteees r e~urn home across the country. 

fCJr mote importont them the pvbllcity, however, have been the positive ochie\lements of the Project's 

programs: 

"' For the first time, nundreds of Miss-i••ippi Negroes hove lilen Qt least o few whites who do 
not thare the segregationist vi8W1 of those within the state. The my&'h that Mississippi con 
remc~in o totoJ ly clo$ed 50Ci&t)' ha$ been .hottered forevet • 

., For the first time, thomands of young Negro chil~C ~e atte11ded schools which do not 



Indoctrinate them ~A~ith n:K:iaf inferiority. T~ have heard oduh'S toUc -pretldly about 
the achievements of their ancestors, and reaUsticoUy the pmbfema.of being a Ne-gro 
in MIRissippi. Vitlting musical and theatrical groups nave opened new creativ. fta.rizons 
to those wit+. talents in these netd~;-

* For the first time, scores of Mississippi wnaes have encountered -other whites in the ~ame 
pmfession who do not share their racial views. local fawmen have found thetnsefvas.9's­
tematicollte:,nfronted with attorneys. for the occused, with FBI agents where federal lawlli 
may have broken. If it con be sustained, this kind of personal confrontation wilr 
do for more to change the dimate of opinion tha., any nurnber of news articles or TV shows. 

No matter whet our pntiudic.es1 all of us tend to tnjnl. in stereotypes. w~ are particularly prone to 

regard our opt»nents as more mcnol ithic: ctnd pc!'Wftrfuf than they real fy are.. Moat of us looked at the So'l'ieh 

thil way in tM ITiid-SOs,. and many will find Jt easy to regard MiuissippJ in similar fasl-11on today. 

Yet there ore communities whhin Mississippi, llk.e Greenville., which probably can be described os 

nomtOI by most American standards, even when it comes to civil rights. And there certainly are more whites­

who are moderates or even cfvil rights sympathizers than such outspoken lncUviduols as Jcmes Silver, P.O. 

East, the Hedding Carters. 

No one hears much about them, because they are a smell minority. But the pmsenc:e of other whites 

and--even more impom:tnt-approprtate federal lows1 federaUy enforced, can ompiify their voice within 

the stote. 
Contrary to the doims of die .. hcJrd Southern Congressmen_, passcge of the new Civil Rights Sill did not 

trigger widespread blood$hed. A few unprofitable restaurants and hote's used its enactment as an excuse to 

close, and c few g.thers fought it in the c:ourb. But in Jackson, the ~dqllarters city of the ~ite Citizens 

CouncU, both the moyor and the Chamber of Commerce urged compliance with the new law. Re!ltaurant men 

a$1ced p.~blic: "patienc;e and understanding*' in poid advertisemenb .. Citizens ~d the mayor in srgned 

letters tc the editor and Thompson told the press as per cent of his moil backed hu position. 

More rec=ently 1 wives of prominent chizens have formed o statewide eidzens committee to support 

public education Their action foiiQwed the first federaf court orders for ~ll~hoot integration ln 

Jac:kson and three oounties.., And, in at least one instance, whites offered to rebuild a Negro church des­

troyed by Cl rson 6 

Jt ia aJI too easy to overstate the progrus made by Mitsiuippi mQderate,, howe..-er. Dr~ Pec:nwn, 

another Northern ~iberul columnist 1 did thts ln suggesting that the Summer Pro feet deliberately slcacken its 

poce to give 11 responsible" Southern Jecu:lershtp Q chance to ~ whot it can do. Urtforttmclhtly. this Wnd 

of Jeadenhtp usually emerges only under duren tn M iuiuippi. This certainty WOl the case with Nk:yor 

Thompson in Jackson • lo calling for compHanca wTth the new Civll Rights Bi II, he noted thot federat agents 

with ilunllmited11 money and manpower were present to in5lJT8 its. enforcement. 

To sugge-st, as Pearson did, thot students should be Mnt to MI•issippt only if this moderote Jeodel'lhip 

faHed--cmd the situc:.tton beCGme far wone--ts ludicroU1i. In like fashion, 

it is dlffic:ult to fathom why three aut of four of those poJied in a notion~:~l survey by lou Harris favored 
1 

use of federal troops in Miuiuippi, "if viotence btltkat out, 11 but opposed far let~ drastic: oc:tion by prlvote 

indtviduols1 2-to-1 • Perhaps th• examples illustrate the shortcomtngs of stereotypes in solving complex 

problems. 
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I While there have been changes in Mississippi this :summer, 1,000 volunteers and profes5ionah. hove not 

mode the state safe for democracy A fdr from it. This ultifi"'CCItely will be the task of c new native genero­

tlon, both black ond white. 

But then! is hope that the rate of change in Mississippi moy slowly occelerate . 

Fo~ per f;ent of tho5e raow involved in the Summer Project will :stoy ther-e--200 students have decided to 
stcy there this fc 1l and winter-:"9:ftt~r Sep,ten,ber 1 terml11o-
tion date. And tn my opinion Mississippi whites probabJy can ant1cipate a two cr three-fo!d increase in 

tourllts with an established ll'lterest in dvi I rights next yeor. 

But it remains to be seer. whether or not our crisis-oriented society c:on provide the sustained personal 

commitment, p!)litleol interest, and financitJI support which any long range remedy for Mississippi'• s;k.k­

ness will require A In this respect~ the challenge of Jockron ond McComb differs liHie from the ehaUenge 

of /llloscow and Peking . Neither hos my cheap, quick, easy 10lution. fn both, a direct military con­

frontation mc~y prove necessary , at times , but non"""iolent means may prove more produc:tive in sec:uring 

democrotic ends ever the long run. 

The enhy of the Citizens Co~..ncil movement into California and the reception accorded African students 

in the Soviet lklion make it quite clear thot the whlte man's malahe is by no means limited to a single 

( 5tote or politrcol philcnophy. It h a neor universo:l affliction. 

( 

The sooner we diagnose our cancer of the conselenee and eleanse the core of our infeetion, the more 

rapid and less. painful our recovery will be . Thank you. 




