




















Indoctrinate them with rucial inferiority. They have heord aduits talk preudly obout
the achievements of their ancestors, and realistically the problems of being a Ne gro

in Mississippi. Visiting musical and theatrical groups have opened new creative horizons
to those with talents in these fieids.

* For the first time, scores of Mississippi whites have encountered other whites in the same
profession who do not share their racial views. Local lawmen have found themselves sys—
tematicolly confronted with attorneys for the occused, with FBl agents where federal lows
may have broken. If it con be sustained, this kind of personal confrontation will
do for more to change the climate of opinion than ony number of news articles or TV shows.

Ne matter what our prejudices, all of us tend to thinle In sterectypes. We are particularly prone to
regard our opponents as more manolithic and powerful than they really are. Most of us laoked at the Soviets
this way in the mid-50s, and many will find it easy to regard Mississippi In similor fashion today .

Yet there are communities within Mississippi, like Greenville, which probably can be described os
normal by most American standards, even when it comes to civil rights. And there certainly are more whites
who are moderates or even civil rights sympathizers than such outspoken individuals as Jomes Silver, P.D.
East, the Hodding Carters.

No one hears much about tham, because thay are a small minority. But the presance of other whites
and---even more important—acppropricte federal lows, faderally enforcad, can emplify their voice within
the state.

Contrary to the cloims of die<hard Southemn Congressmen, possoge of the new Civil Rights 8ill did not
trigger widespread bloodshed. A few un profitable restourents and hotels used its enactment as an excuse to
close, and o few others fought it in the courts. But in Jackson, the headquarters city of the White Citizens
Council, both the mayor and the Chamber of Commerce urged compliance with the new law. Restaurant men
asked public "patience and understanding® in paid advertisements. Citizens backed the mayor in signed
letters to the editor and Thompson told the press 85 per cent of his mail bocked his position.

More recently, wives of prominent citizens have formed ¢ stotewide citizens committee to support
public education. Their action followed the first federal court ordars for public-school integration In
Jackson and three counties, And, in at least cne instance, whites offered to rebuild a Negre church des-
troyed by arson.

1t is all too easy to overstate the progress made by Mississippi moderctes, however. Drew Pearson,
another Northern liberal columnist, did this in suggesting that the Summer Project deliberately slacken its
poce to give "responsible® Southern leadership a chance to show what it can do, Unfortunately, this kind
of leadership usually emerges only under duress in Mississippi. This certainly wos the case with Mayor
Thompson in Jackson . In calling for complionce with the new Civil Rights Bill, he noted that federu! agents
with %unlimited" money and monpower were present to insure its enforcement.

To suggest, as Pearson did, that students shouid be sent to Mississippi only if this moderate Jeadership
failed——and the situation became far worse==~is ludicrous. In like fashion,
it is difficult to fathom why three out of four of those polled in a national survey by Lou Harrls fovored |
use of federal froops In Mississippi, "if violence brekas out, " but opposed far less drastic action by private
individuals, 2-to~1, Perhaps these examples illustrate the shartcomings of stereotypes in solving complex

problems.
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While there hove been changes in Mississippi this summer, 1,000 volunteers and professionals have not
made the state safe for democracy. Far from it. This ultimately will be the task of o new notive genera-
tion, both black ond white.

But there is hope that the rate of change in Mississippi may slowly accelerate.

Forty per cent of these now involved in the Summer Project will stay there--200 students have decided to
ﬁgﬁ d l‘;e. rhﬁit:sdfau am:;'dog:ggg:“ i?.'ﬁ;sippi wnimslp:ommy can anticipate a two or three—fold increase in
tourists with an astablished interest in civil rights next yeor.

But it remains fo be seen whether or not our crisis-orientad society con provide the sustained personal
commitment, political interest, ond financial support which any long range remedy for Mississippi’s sick~
ness will require. In this respect, the chollenge of Jackson and McComb differs little from the challenge
of Moscow and Peking. Neither has any cheap, quick, easy solution, In both, o direct military con-
frontation may prove necessary, at times, but non~violent means may prove more productive in securing
democratic ends over the long run.

The entry of the Citizens Council movement into Califomia ond the reception accorded Africon students
in the Soviet Union moke it quite clecr thot the white man's malaise is by no means limited to a single
state or political philosophy. 1t is o near universal affliction.

The sooner we diagnose our cancer of the conscience and cleanse the core of our infection, the more

rapid and less painful cur recovery will be. Thank you.





