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Interest wa5 focused on the Beckwith for Medgor Evers myrder in JociaoR-. 

By the time the two-hotf bodie.s were fo..,nd by the FBI, the center of notional new1 irrtere5t 1-.od moved 

from Jac.kton to Son Fronc iS<:o . Bvt Jacluon TV stations did not bury the local story . In the middle of the 

Republic.on con'lention, one interrupted with a bulletin: the Mis.sissippi fiag appeared on screen with the 

words, 41 Let1s Tolk Mississippi 11 proudly displayed; the announc:er $Gid limply, "The two half-bodies found 

in the Mississippi River are not tho$e of the three missing clvi I rights worlc:ers, state officials reported tocby . n 

Bade to •he co.wention. 

For saveral hours. we were very much involved in checking the identification, for5 om e items found 

on th.e first body seemed to correspond quite closely with one of the miuing three . Fortunately, we clamped 

Q vety tight lid on any c;:ommenl' beyond checking oo it 11 until the faca ware absolutely eleor . We ware 

very glod we waited. 

Given the enormous difficulty of e1tabl ishing the faoh, we took great care to ottaeh different levels of 

reHabUity to oil Information given the press . Thus, one evening, we $Ciid we had dispotched a team of foor 

lawyers to check :severa l disturbing reports received from Mos.s Point. This was a foct, enough of a 11 peg 11 

for the wi re services to use. The reports we received were 1) that two students had been ormted---o 

foet c:OI"'firmed to us by c sheriff's deputy, denied to AP by the $heriff himJelf...o few minutes 2) 

thcrt o Knights af Pythio:5 Hoi I hod been firebombed, a report received From-an e)lewitness, denied by 

local fire deportment then fioolly confirmed by the atrorneys; 3) that twe> Negro youths. had been 

For whistling ot a white woman 1 a foct confi rmed by our teem, who were f.alsely told by the sheriff that the 

Negroes hod been released on bond; and 4) that two Negro youngsten; who hod eatt!ln candy thrown from a 

white person•s car had been teriously poisoned, w Tch was noth;ng more than a rumor . 

All this happened io one Missi5Sippi community in one night . By attaching different levels of reliability 

fo( eoch report, we e:s.toblished o reputotlon for credibi I ity with neW$1Y1en. By calling all over the country 1 

we also mc:lnaged to get 15 reporters and cameramen ot t-he iail the next morning to interview the 1tudents 

ofter their re I eose . 

btobl hhir19 o rep.,.tation for rel iability, keeping stories short 1 simp!e and straight, and worki"9 withif1 

news 5tareotypes were three key working. hypotheses which met the telt of Mluissippi. The fourth was ke!ep­

ing news confidences: when the two holf-bodies were found, for exomple, we received •1e)(c:lus.ive'' informo­

tion ffOin four JOuree'5, each of whom specified it not to be !hared with others. Thls wcs not the 

news custom ln Mi55iMippi, where O'IO$t foetfi were pooled. But the r eque1sts. were s.cNp.Jiously observed. 

These simple guidelina, plu1 lots of plain hard work, achieved very satisfactory result1 . We had no 

budget foro dippjng service, ond no set to monitor TV (except for two network speeh:sls) . But the timing 

ond the flow of news events helped make mUUcm, of Amerh;ons at leott dimly oware of existing conditions 

within Mississippi For a few days. In a..ddition, thousands of individuals I ike you will hear more detailed 

accounts o:s the vohmteees r home across the country. 

fCJr mote importont them the pvbllcity, however, have been the positive ochie\lements of the Project's 

programs: 

"' For the first time, nundreds of Miss-i••ippi Negroes hove lilen Qt least o few whites who do 
not thare the segregationist vi8W1 of those within the state. The my&'h that Mississippi con 

o totoJ ly clo$ed 50Ci&t)' ha$ been .hottered forevet • 

., For the first time, thomands of young Negro atte11ded schools which do not 



Indoctrinate them ~A~ith n:K:iaf inferiority. T~ have heard oduh'S toUc -pretldly about 
the achievements of their ancestors, and reaUsticoUy the pmbfema.of being a Ne-gro 
in MIRissippi. Vitlting musical and theatrical groups nave opened new creativ. fta.rizons 
to those wit+. talents in these netd~;-

* For the first time, scores of Mississippi wnaes have encountered -other whites in the ~ame 
pmfession who do not share their racial views. local fawmen have found thetnsefvas.9's­
tematicollte:,nfronted with attorneys. for the occused, with FBI agents where federal lawlli 
may have broken. If it con be sustained, this kind of personal confrontation wilr 
do for more to change the dimate of opinion tha., any nurnber of news articles or TV shows. 

No matter whet our pntiudic.es1 all of us tend to tnjnl. in stereotypes. w~ are particularly prone to 

regard our opt»nents as more mcnol ithic: ctnd pc!'Wftrfuf than they real fy are.. Moat of us looked at the So'l'ieh 

thil way in tM ITiid-SOs,. and many will find Jt easy to regard MiuissippJ in similar fasl-11on today. 

Yet there ore communities whhin Mississippi, llk.e Greenville., which probably can be described os 

nomtOI by most American standards, even when it comes to civil rights. And there certainly are more whites­

who are moderates or even cfvil rights sympathizers than such outspoken lncUviduols as Jcmes Silver, P.O. 

East, the Hedding Carters. 

No one hears much about them, because they are a smell minority. But the pmsenc:e of other whites 

and--even more impom:tnt-approprtate federal lows1 federaUy enforced, can ompiify their voice within 

the stote. 
Contrary to the doims of die .. hcJrd Southern Congressmen_, passcge of the new Civil Rights Sill did not 

trigger widespread blood$hed. A few unprofitable restaurants and hote's used its enactment as an excuse to 

close, and c few g.thers fought it in the c:ourb. But in Jackson, the ~dqllarters city of the ~ite Citizens 

CouncU, both the moyor and the Chamber of Commerce urged compliance with the new law. Re!ltaurant men 

a$1ced p.~blic: "patienc;e and understanding*' in poid advertisemenb .. Citizens ~d the mayor in srgned 

letters tc the editor and Thompson told the press as per cent of his moil backed hu position. 

More rec=ently 1 wives of prominent chizens have formed o statewide eidzens committee to support 

public education Their action foiiQwed the first federaf court orders for ~ll~hoot integration ln 

Jac:kson and three oounties.., And, in at least one instance, whites offered to rebuild a Negro church des­

troyed by Cl rson 6 

Jt ia aJI too easy to overstate the progrus made by Mitsiuippi mQderate,, howe..-er. Dr~ Pec:nwn, 

another Northern ~iberul columnist 1 did thts ln suggesting that the Summer Pro feet deliberately slcacken its 

poce to give 11 responsible" Southern Jecu:lershtp Q chance to ~ whot it can do. Urtforttmclhtly. this Wnd 

of Jeadenhtp usually emerges only under duren tn M iuiuippi. This certainty WOl the case with Nk:yor 

Thompson in Jackson • lo calling for compHanca wTth the new Civll Rights Bi II, he noted thot federat agents 

with ilunllmited11 money and manpower were present to in5lJT8 its. enforcement. 

To sugge-st, as Pearson did, thot students should be Mnt to MI•issippt only if this moderote Jeodel'lhip 

faHed--cmd the situc:.tton beCGme far wone--ts ludicroU1i. In like fashion, 

it is dlffic:ult to fathom why three aut of four of those poJied in a notion~:~l survey by lou Harris favored 
1 

use of federal troops in Miuiuippi, "if viotence btltkat out, 11 but opposed far let~ drastic: oc:tion by prlvote 

indtviduols1 2-to-1 • Perhaps th• examples illustrate the shortcomtngs of stereotypes in solving complex 

problems. 
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I While there have been changes in Mississippi this :summer, 1,000 volunteers and profes5ionah. hove not 

mode the state safe for democracy A fdr from it. This ultifi"'CCItely will be the task of c new native genero­

tlon, both black ond white. 

But then! is hope that the rate of change in Mississippi moy slowly occelerate . 

Fo~ per f;ent of tho5e raow involved in the Summer Project will :stoy ther-e--200 students have decided to 
stcy there this fc 1l and winter-:"9:ftt~r Sep,ten,ber 1 terml11o-
tion date. And tn my opinion Mississippi whites probabJy can ant1cipate a two cr three-fo!d increase in 

tourllts with an established ll'lterest in dvi I rights next yeor. 

But it remains to be seer. whether or not our crisis-oriented society c:on provide the sustained personal 

commitment, p!)litleol interest, and financitJI support which any long range remedy for Mississippi'• s;k.k­

ness will require A In this respect~ the challenge of Jockron ond McComb differs liHie from the ehaUenge 

of /llloscow and Peking . Neither hos my cheap, quick, easy 10lution. fn both, a direct military con­

frontation mc~y prove necessary , at times , but non"""iolent means may prove more produc:tive in sec:uring 

democrotic ends ever the long run. 

The enhy of the Citizens Co~..ncil movement into California and the reception accorded African students 

in the Soviet lklion make it quite clear thot the whlte man's malahe is by no means limited to a single 

( 5tote or politrcol philcnophy. It h a neor universo:l affliction. 

( 

The sooner we diagnose our cancer of the conselenee and eleanse the core of our infeetion, the more 

rapid and less. painful our recovery will be . Thank you. 




