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Statement or the 
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M1ssiss1pp1 Freedom Democratic Party 

on arrival in Atlantic City 
August 21, 1964 

The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party delegation has come here to 

Atlantic City 14th the expectation that, if our case it ftlly heard, 

we will be seated. -
The recent court injunction against ten or our party leaders has not 

caused us to modify our stand in any way; on the contrary, th~ i~j'unc

tion has only strengthened our case against the so-called M1ssissipptl 

"Democratic Part~ • 

The fundamental reason for the formation or the Freedom Democratic 

Party and tor our being here in Atlantic City is the fact that nearly 

one half ot the citizens or Mississippi are denied their basic consti

tutional rights by a state government entirely controlled by the 

traditienal Mississippi Democratic Party. The great majority of Negroes 

trat1..r1 practices. 

New political organizations have alays been stified in M:S.ssis~ppi 1 

especially it the new groups threatened to mobilize the Negroes or 

to create a split among the vh1. tes. The Freed011 Democratic Party, 14th 

its 51,000 members from 79 of Mississippi's 82 counties and its county 

organizations in 42 counties, poses a real threat to Mississippi's 

power structure, in spite of the tact that most of its members are 

presently disfranchised. The Freedom Democratic Party is providing a 

channel so that, for the first time in this centl!ry, thousands and 
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and thousands ot Negro Mlss1ss1pp1ans can YOice their p1.evances and 

aspirations at a nat1ooal level. Is it aey wonder that an attempt bas 

been made to outlaw our party? 

'nle state ot Mississippi charges that the Freedcn Democratic Party 

has no right to use the name ''Democratic"• We believe that it is the 

so-called Mississippi "Iemocratic Party" which has tort'ei ted all 

' claims to the name "Democratic"• We are ~oorata, 10)'81 to the 

National Iemocratic Party and pledged to support the platform and 

nau:inees agreed upon by this convent1on. It is up to the National 

Democratic Party to decide which group is entitled to use the name 

It 
·Democratic", which group truly represents the aims and ideals of 

the National Iemocratio Party • 

We have faith that the decision banded down here in .Atlantic City 

will recognize the legitimate demands of the Freedom Democratic 

I 

Party and the very real grievances it voices tor ~-ooeends & thousands 

of Mississippi citizens. 
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