
August 7, 1964 

TO: Library ~orkers 

FRO!t: Virginia Steele, Library 
901t Nelson Street 
Greenville, U1ee1se1pp1 

Co-ordinator 

336-2173 

RE: UEETING ON SATlRDAY, AT.lHJST 15, in GREENVn.LE 

-our Conmunity CentGr Co-ordinator, Annell Ponder, has 
§uggested_t~t .we havo a group meeting, as have the teachers, 
tbe health .uorkere, and community center uorkors, to discuss 
our nroblfDa, our aoco£Plishments, and s~ggest1ons tor the 
cont1nuat on ot the 11 rarles already se up, and the further 
distribution of this backlog ot unsorted books. She has also 
suggested that each ot us try to bring uith us to this meet­
ing, a local person uho could help see to the continuation 
of the library after ue leave. 

Because so Many ot the libraries are in the northl'Jeet 
area of ~!ississippi, the meeting uill be held in the hot 
Delta (pray tor a cold front) ; 

Greenville Freedom School 
Saturday. August l5 
10:30 a.m. 

Any coming from a long diotance uho can come Friday night and 
bring sleeorng baga, can sleep in the Freedom School which has 
a bathroom and is near a good care. 

The place Greenville , and time next Saturday have been 
chosen partly beoau11e on Sunday, August 16, t!1looton is 
having a root raising or a new conmunity center, to uhich 
evervgne is invited. Gene Nelson h$s set up a good, uell­
aorted library uhioh you might like to see. There is a 
tanoua author ~idden out there, too. I couldn't proo1ae 
that you•~ meet hin, but I 1d nake every effort to see that 
you did. 

I think you might want to stop and just look in on as 
mary libraries as you can on your way, to help sizo UP your 

VISIT owni get ideas, and maybe some sense of relief if you've felt 
gui ty about your orm difficulties and disorganization. 

. ~ill you utilize all available brainpower in your own 
grouo !O .br~instorn the opport~ities ue have uith this mass 
of_books and these people uho ve had almost no opportunity 

BRAIN- or time or encouragement to become familiar with books and 
~~ their worth. (Perhaps it will be well to remember there are 

Many views of the worth and lack of worth or a book.) 



- 21-Library Heet1ng 
•FIVE- niNtll'E ROUND TABLE" 

I. 

. . 

WoUld you have in ~ind tor a "round- tablen the Doet 
useful and interesting t~inge about your library you 
could mention in five minutes. 

BRAINSTORl!ING 

II. Here are some probl~e ~e need to braineto~: 

1 . --Who ~ill keep the library going? 
--H~ o~n the care and use be so1t~pcrpetuating? 
--Will a rotating responsibility ofte~ better 

poesibilitieu for continuing interest? 

Individuals, oomnittees, boards, club 
sponsors, church sponsors? 

2. - mUi.t are t ile beet pl ano tor dispersing the 
mass or books available? 

3. 

5o 

s, 
.,. 
a. 

a , Hor1 to get th~ sorted? 
b. ~t to do vith the text books? 
o, ~t to do with ~iscards : 

old, undesirable, ~orthleae, etc. 
d . Ho~ to get little libraries going in 

rural communities, and where to put them. 

Ways ot involvi ng ~ people in use and 
concern about tne-ll braries. 

a. Waye they can hel p in the actual operation 
of the library and its chorea. 

b. Library participati on projects: clubs, 
book reviews, mimeographed book revie~s 
and library nws published by the 
patrons (perhaps in areas ot current 
school assignnents) , crafts. 

Novel ways or interesting people in taking books 
homo, if only just to look at then at first . 

Simple, perhaps self- help systems, for check­
out and return, and tor arranging books. 
There io more and more reported in library 
journals about not using Dewey, but "Reader 
Interest Classification," e. g., Negro Life, 
Hobbies, Homo & Child Care, etc. 

Useful eup~lies, "gadgets,• methode ot warking, 
etc. 

Problens of r1eedi.ng, clutter, labeling shelves 
clearly, and orderly, sensible storage. 

Ho~ t o get books ~e need: Negro Life books, 
children' s books, particularly ~ith 
integrated pictures, etc. 

WHAT SHOULD GO 0}! A SDlPLE nlSTROOTION SHEET 
FOR SETTING UP A LITTLE LIBRARY F'ROU SCRATCH. 



Library Meeting - 3-

4. 

5. 

s. 

a. 

.. 
9. 

IDEAS FROH VOLUNTEERS TO THnnc ABOU'l' 
('fe1ve got sor.te right sharp brains in our r.tidstJ ) 

Set up library near high school (in a rooo, store, home) . 

Arr~e textbook loans for period of semester or year • 
• (R~ne~ monthly?} 

Box h'!:ts in HARKED boxes, with ntu:1bcr of books stated, 
but keep out a copy of all on a dicpl~y shelf. 
Possibly catalog t hese wah t.re nur:be-· f'tored on the 
ca:rd, to keep tab on .hv\1 m'1ny avai)el:.l-3• 

Demo~strate how home libraries (perhnps tor school 
books)-can be set up --='hone library kit" 
e.g. , ~ort planks on bricks or worthless books to 
nake shelves: apple bo~ or stout cardboard box 
library; bookstops of bricks, decorated it want to. · 

l!ak~ a collection of children's books and easy-reading· 
teen and adult books in front &helves (with a few 
e~ly reading and literature t~~~~ ·--yesJ they get a 
kick out of a school boo~ ou• of school--) tor ALL 
to check out. Label sor.te 11a~· bes:tC..e "Children's Books• 
because adults want t hese books, too. 

(1Vatch r1hat they like to take out, and make a 
front shelf of these. ) 

Sort books and pack ar.tall "basic collections• to go to 
all churohee in areas (perhaps with n1n1stet asking an 
interested person to be responsible tor the books. 
~1ople instruction sheet should go with collection, 
including suggestion tor a swap with other libraries 
at end of three (?) oonths. 

Book •mobile" services at schools : bringing a box or 
two ot boo~s in a oar to a school yard (or near) so 
students can check out books t here. (Get student 
assistance. ) 

Get ch~ldren and high sohoolers to make boolts, with 
dra~ings or photographs in them, tirmiy staPled or 
clasped in file folder or cardboard or notbook 
govers tor use backs of worthless books) . Put in 
li~:rary for use. (Don' t be picky about how they look 
or how incorrect they are • •• they can read their own 
oisspelling. You Just put it u,p tor use. Hy 2nd&: 
3rd graders urote.a study on the grasshopper that is 
the moat checked- out book in the EdgewoOd, Pa. 
Coonunity Libr~y. ) 

Save those gens of PreJudice &: stereotype you find, 
LABEL then for ~hat they are, and~ then • • • tor 
illustration. (Arlene Block found a Southernplay 
book '71th parts for "Ur. N1gger. 0 ) 



• Library J<eeting 

1o. Let: s cngj~eer a "aix pack" of books in a carrier, 
on a t7eeit' s loan, to offer a var!.et;; to look through 
at hoce: e.~ •• e child's picture book, a ~ystery, an 
ani~al story, a picture book, a magazine w~ich it not 
current has an artiole about Negro life or peopln, etc. 

Cculd_you design such a carrier? 

11. Crafte proJects: 
-S!.r.J:.le home li•"'t'ary aholves and bc<'ks":ors, 
-!lnok jnok.cts out ,.,f 71·'-' ~ p:l:->( r, n~.tt, ''.f4l:'cl t~ tles. 
·-:l,.!.ni'ol•comont o" '~hE' ·•l·.le,l:ul j 'l~h t. ")v pasUng 

Kraft paper O"l tho lnti.l-3~ 
~~flttil).g out blurb or. '!..wi.ie uf b·.>c·l. j.lc-ket and 

. paatin~ on t lylt:'at', -;..Pi:-t~ r·e3. < f juckot tor 
diaplLLYo 

-DiEPlay stnnu~ f~·m coa"t.!".an<;e..-a, bJ celts, etc. 
~overed, decoratoi b::-l?l~o :'•)l' bookend3~ 

12. Hel'Qo Get tho chtHrPn (o:· let thew) to help you 
straighter 'o'>oka. Take ":r c ;:!re 'tn e:1cm the.J how. 
Put eom~or.e in oh;>.rf.e .)~ t. 1•n'.;nti "''t. liY'l'~C'r .• 

If you hnve a c".iso:"'t·l c-J 1 ~ . .:.c •:f st<.l!'ed bnoks, 
take t'1e time to 1•ounl ·;t 3 .);.• 4 i"C:ilab~.c :nen and 
get order, uith a'lslea ".J~·t;;;l ~r· etJ.< kso Put beat 
packed, largest boxes on botcu~. SUPERVISE or 
you may have another shambles, if they're young 
people. 

(In Hattiesburg, in 20 minutes, 3 men trorn a 
bar across tho street put in order 75 large boxes 
of books uhich uero in a total shambles, engendering 
much disoournge~ont, and such relief' unen put in order.) 

Jot. 82 & 1 1, 
Right turn 
Lett turn 2. 
Right turn- 3, 
Over tracks 4. 
Thru 11p:ht 5. 
COFO otf'ice 6 0 

2 sets rr 
tracks ..... 

-. .. ~ station 7. 
Ji'reedor.t School 

on lett side 

HOPE TO SEE YOU NEXT SATI.RDAY 

Dir~tions to F'reedon School, Greenville, H1ssiss1ppi 
(Enter Greenville from Leland on Route 82) 

Pass nunber of motels & come to Jot. 82 & 1; 
(much oonstruotion). 

Right turn on Hwy 1, t c traffic light, turn lett. 
To l i ght; Euroka St., turn right . 
Drive to end of' street , be4r lett over traoka. are. 
You' re no\7 on Nelson St. ~here COFO of'f'ice & school/ 
~ou~~one~tratf1c l1g~t; just .bstore set ot rr 

tracks, on left, by James Cleaners: COFO office. 
81:18.11 VR sign. Upstairs. 

Over .!!!!! seto or tracks, pass ;.7vit- station on lett, 
in center of next a~ort block, on lett , under 
2nd roca- Cola eiRn over door: Freedom School. 
(A new school building i n sight on right.) 

"ELCOHE 
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