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Jackson, Mississippi 

FACT BHEET 

Through August 1 1 1964 

MrSSISSIPPI SllMMER PROJECT • diVided into four main ph~es 0£ programing: voter 
registrat:1.on, Freedom Schools, community centerS', Freedgm Registration. 

Freedom Schools - 41 functioning in 20 communities 
2,1$ students (t'Wice the projected llWllber) 
17.5 full-time teachers - 40 of them prcfeasionel 

community no. students 

Collllllbus (2 schools) 

~nity no. stl.\dents ~~'l!l_lt.y no. students 

HoUy Springs (.3) 
Ruleville (2) 
),lcOomh (l) 
Carthage (1) 
Laurel (1) 
Gulfport (3) 

60 
15.5 
so 

10.5 
7.5 
6.5 
7.5 

Clm-1',•ciele (Ii schools) 6o 
G.("t,r,.··).le (2) 3.5 
fJ:p1.1,; I l) 25 
0~~1 .n (3) 110 
M·• I ~11 ·:ti (l) 150 
Mu ... i Fr1.ut {l) /.iO 

l{oJ ;,,,:,, Cr-t•r,!:;r (3) 
(J,•:,• .:.1cdd 0.) 
V:r:•,c,urg (1) 
r.1,-•.1 MadicC'n Co. 
!1,t., i.•!lburg (5) 
ll'l..!.:ml. ( l) 

10.5 
60 
60 

22.5 
67.5 
35 

(3) 

Director: Dr. Staughton Lynd (Yale Unlv-;u-sity) Jacl-.nn office 

13 functiOtJing in as many r.=ni.ties Conmunity Centers -
61 full-time workers, i.nclwt1.ng 2 admin:istrat'lve start 

Each center attempts four-phase program: literacy; art, music, de.nee, recr&ation, 
day care; library; health. 

Locations, GreenVille 
Ruleville 
Meridian 

Clarksdale 
Mileston 
Vicksburg 

Greenwood Holly Springs 
Shaw Canton 
Hattiesburg 

Batesville 
Harmony 

Permanent centers are under construct.1.on in Mileston (Holmes County, near Tchula) 
and Hannon;y (Leake County, near Carthage;) 

Iltreotor: Miss Allnell Ponder (SOLO} Jackson office 

Voter Registration and f?,eedom Regi.stration -

Figures are not available for voter registration attempts aoross the state because 
project workers cannot total persons taking the test who have done so independently, 
and since many local people tlho ljOU].d otherwise have worked to get others to the 
colll'tbouse are now working for Freedom Registration. §ample figures below. 
, -----------

(Congressional Quarterly, 7/5/63) 
Greenwood - Negro population: 13,567 Registered: 268 

•Tlnte pop. 10,274 Reg.: 9,!>'JS 
in tenore County, over 21 

M • 11 

(our sources) 
Negroes who went to eourthou.se between June 21-July 31, 1964: 
Number of those who took test: 
Number of those who passed: 
Negroes registered on Freedom Registration forms sB111e period: 

(Congressional Quarterl,y, 7/S/63:) 

144 II 

123 
2 

3,.364 • 

Holly Springs - Negro pop.: 7 ,16:3 Registered: 90 in Marshall Co., over 21 
White pop.: 4,3!i2 Reg.: 'J,u09 11 11 

( our sources:) 
Negroes who 1Mnt to courthouse bet~ieen June 21-July 311 1964: 67 11 

Number of those who took test: 67 
Number of those who passed: unknown es of this date 
Negroes registered on FreedO!ll Regis~at!on fortns same period: 2,890 • 

{ Canton -
(Congressional Quarterly, 7 /S/63:) 

Negro population: 10,366 Registered: .500 
White pop.: .5,622 Reg., 3,021 

( our sources) 
Negroes wo went to courthouse between June 21-July 31, l961u 22 '' 

in Madison Gounty, over 21 
II R 

Number of those who tQok tests 22 
Number of those who passed: 0 (?) 
Neg:roea registered on FNadOlll Registration toms same pertodr 2 ,ooo 11 

-more-
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Hattiesburg -
( Congressional Quarterly, 1 /5/63:) 

Negro population: 7 ,1195 Regisun-ed1 24 in Forrest Co., over 2l 
White pop.1 22,431 Reg,t 12,000 Ir It 

{ our sources) 
Negroes ~o went to courthouse between June 21-July 31, 19641 
Nwnbln' of those ,jho took test: 
Number of those who 1)8Ssed: 
Negroes registered on Freedom Regietration £oms earee period: 

70 " 
70 
5 

3,373" 

Director of Freedom Registration (in conjunction w:Lth Missirei r,n1. Freedom Democra­
tic Party convention challenge) : Dona Richards Moses {Cl>-'' ) J,._,J,;n.,n office 

* * * * * 
• • . .,. . 
LIDAL AID in connection .ii.th M:l.ssissip!)'i Summer Project, but not pc..: .,r :i.t, 

!.ally-81'~ 1 Constitutional Mense Committee, 538½ North Farish 3treet, ,, 1A'-.,!J"TI• 

355-.3874, 352-8243, (\forks out of that annex to the fi.r'Dl of RnU 1 ,,,,I'~.) 
About 40 volu::.teer lawyers are e:xpected to have prortded· legal ai~ tr/ '-'' J <o:id of 
the summer on a two-·week rotating basis tj:Jrough tnis Jackson offiee.. ll.' ,'l-.3 

provide le_gtl counsel through offices in Memphis and New Orleane. 

NAACP Legal fufenee and Educational Fund, Inc. prov.I.des staff coordination f<'::- t..he 
U:00 program in addition to handling several oases on their 01m. Same ,, ·:. cce as 
above. 

Lawyers 1 COlllitlttee for Civil Rights Under taw ("l'resident's Committee") oi".t'icisl.ly 
represents ministers connected with the National Council of Churches px,ogram. 
Same office as above. 

National Lawyers' Gui;t.d Committee for Legal 11,sistance in the ~uth, 507½ North 
Farish Street, J;tckson, 352-7281. Provides 6o volunteer lawyers on a rotating 
basis. 

OOF0 Legal Coordinator1 R. Hunter Morey (SNCC) Jackson office. 

MEDICAL COMMITTEE 

Office: 507½North Farish street, Jackson. 355-9091, Contact Claire Bradley for infor­
mation. QI.rector through llUgU.st l: Dr. Robert V. Sager. After August li Dr, 
Clharles Goodrich. Sponsor: Medical Committee i"or Huinan Rights, 211 West 56th 
Street, New York City. 

Works on a rotating team basis 11.!.th teams presently baaed in Clarksdale, Greenwood, 
Hattieab\Jrg, Jaclcson. Team 11Sually includes: one pb;vncinn, one psychiatrist, 
one technician or regiirtered tllll'Se, one dentist. 

Since tbe medical. staff are not licensed to practice in the state, their work is 
mainly: giving adnce, developing rapport with local doctors, arrangi?Jg with local. 
doctors to make immunization avail.able to staff and volunteer workers, in some 
cases training project staf.C in first, aid and home nursing, 

Nine to ten physicians work in the state each week through September l. The program. 
;i.s e;xpected to expand 1n the fall, perhaps giving direction to federal assistance 
on medical and health programs. 

MISSISSIPPI CARAVAN OF l'IJ.'ITC 

By sum:ner•.s end over 25 professional singers and musicians will have toured Mississip­
- -pi pertorm111g-amrteM!i!ng •.rorlcsnops in Jl'reeaom Schools, community centers and 

churches. 

Sponsor: New York Council ot Pa:rfol'llling Artists, 25 Montgomery Street, Ne-.:t York City. 

Artists bav.l.ng participatecl so .Car: Jalius tester, Len Chandler, Jackie Washington, 
David Segal, Dick Davy, J:iJU Crockett, Cordell Reagon, Bob Cohen. 

Currently world.ng in the state (artists work on a rotation baeis)i Eastgate Singers. 

Artists to oane: Petar, Paul & Mary, Chad Mitchell Trio, Sj:aple Singers, Greenbriar 
Boys, Judy Collins, Gil Turner, Oarolyn !fester, T'ete Seeger, Gey Carawan and others, 

Ill.rector, Bo.b Cohen, Jaolmon caro otfi.ce, 

-mcn-e-
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FREE SOOTffmN mEATm 

A company o.f eight, integrated, begins its tour of Mississippi l"reee!onr 1'ot·c1e in 
McComb August 1. By August 20, thirteen towns and cities throughout the state will 
have bad performances of ''In White Amel'ica, 11 a documentary hi.storical play by 

, Princeton professor Martin niberman. Performances are free en.t.'J offered in con-
nection "'1th Freedom Schools. 

'.['he theate!' was first conceived of by three SNCC workers l.ast S!Fi.;ig. Two of tb811l, 
Gil.bert Moses and John O•Neal. are now-directors of the theate,• d ~'~ "1th Richard 
Schecte!', editor of the Tulane U!]j_versity Drl!llla Renew. 

Schedul.e: August 1 McComb 
August 2-4 Hattiesburg 
August 5-6 Gulfport 
August 7-8 Meridian 
August 9-10 Canton 
August 11 Viclcsburg 
Aucust 12 Lexington 

August l.3 Gr~ ,,.•,J 

August • l4 Gr~• •·-·" 
August 1$ Jack:!:•• 
August 17 Rule;, • ,, 
August 18 Clarks ....... -
August 19-20 Holly Si" , .. ;,,• 

There are three specialii:ed projects, among others, i,,ithin the MississiJ 1•· , 1·,r 
P!:'oject: Federal. Programs Research, White COl1lmllni.ty (pilot) PrQject &\C: irr 
students Project. 

FEDmAL PROORAM3 RESEARCJI, 15 Sllllll!ler WQrkers are engaged. in research on e,lCJ.,.., , . ~ or 
potential. federal programs tor M;l.ssissippi. 

Greenwood - Four volunteers research school lunch programs, social security berufits, 
- and federal),y assisted child d;cy-care centers. 

Canton - Five persons research farmers' unions, farmers' cooperatives and other pro­
grams related to farmers. 

Itta Bena - One worker. researches the development of cmnmunity center facilities, 

Jackson - Six res~ching public health programs, small business gover1llilent assistance, 
cooperatives and agricultural development programs. 

Carthage - Three voluhteers research .farmers' loans and sooial security benefits, 

Director: Jesse Morris (SNCC) Jackson COFO office, 

WHITE OQM!,iJNITY EROJEOT: 2, staff and summer volunteers are warld.ng in a pilot pro­
ject in Mississippi white e01ll1!lllllities. Most of the wcrkers are white southerners. 

'l'hey are based in Jackson, Greenville, Meridian, Vicksburg, w-ith the bu1k .in Biloxi. 

Their aim is two-fold: to interpret the summer project and the oivil rights movement, 
along with trying to bri..11g abcmt some aW11reness of the rapidity of social change in 
America end the need for change in Mississippi; 

to canvass for the Miss1.ssippi Freedom Democratic Party among 
white Mississippians, 

lll.rector: )l:d. Hamlett {$NCC, origi1lally' from Tennessee) can be reached through 
Jackson COFO of.fies. 

LM STUDENTS PROJECT: 15 law students 110rk on assigTiment frOlll COFO to J)l'oject offices 
around the state. Al.l students are supplied by the Law Students Civil Rights Re­
search Council, 156 Fif'th Avenue, New York City, The students a.re primarily respon­
sible .for gathering data on arrests, collecting evidence an voting discrimination, 
taking affidants and contacting federal agencies. In addition, they cl.erk for 
law,yers ha.ndli:og CCJ!l'O cases. in. those areas. COFO _prov.ides overalJ. policy and direc­
tion. 

They are based 1-n: Jackson (three Id.th the COF0 office, three ldth LCOO, two with the 
GUild committee), nreenwod, Canton, Columbus, Hattiesburg, Ruleville-Cleveland, 
South-west (l1o0otttb), and Bi.lo.xi. 

'Fonnal Northern SUpport for the Mississippi. Swmner P!:'oject, and recruitment this past. 
spring for s=er volunteers, comes mainly f'rom FRIENDS OF SNCC groups across the 
nation. The Friends bolp raise tunds and educate their co\iimunities about the project 

There m,e seven area (for example, Chicago area, New York, Boston) Mends grou,ps 
which are staffed. About 4.3 others are maintained solely through col!llll\1\'lity volun­
teers. While most of these groups were active before the start of the 11iss1ssippi 
project, their inajar col)Oel'n presorrl:;cy 1. .. S\lppo:t t; ~ pressure around the project. 
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THE NA'J!ONJ\L COUNCIL OF CH!JRCHE'l: J3y the end of the summer about 400 ministers .ftom 
aCTess the country will have participated in a program directed by the National 
Council of Churches I Commission on ReliITT-on and Race, 

Office: So?½ North Farish street, Jackson. }55-9091, Resident director, Rev, Warren 
McKenna. 

Com1ssion on Relig:lon and 11.ace: L75 Riverside Dd.ve, New York City, 

'l'he largest nUJ11ber o! ministers act .as Minister-counselors ta volunteers in p;rojects 
around the state, The sell-paid clergymen in addition l70rk to develop rapport with 
local clergy, make jail Visits and help to boost northern support, 

In Hattiesburg and Canton ministers work on a one-we.ek rote.ting besis adding manpower 
to voter registration (jrives, Tbe effort in Hattiesburg has been continuous since 
SNCC conducted the first FreedOll! Da.y in the state lnst January. Since then cliaut 
2$0 ministers ha:\78 aided that vote drlve, 

l'ROJECT PERSONNEL, Mississippi S\lllimer Project 
The number of volu11teer wrkers fluctuates es some -who planned to stay only one month 

leave, and new workers come into the st.ate. A relatively stable figure .is about 650, 

The number of staf~ varies with movmnent of some staf£ in and out of the state, 
There are about 100 sta.f_f .from c:i.vil rights organizations; close to 70 are SNCC 
staff, 

In addition are the lawyers, doctors, ministers and performers for wham there is no 
i'inal. tally availab1.e, 

lli.rector of the Mississippi Summer J'roject: Robert Moses 
Communications .Ill.rector for t)le 1':roject: Francis Ml.tchell 

* * * * 

Members of the Press: PHOTOORAP!lIC COVERAGE of the sumer project is available 
through tha SOUTHERN DOCUJ.IEN'l'/JtY PROJECT, !J½ Reymond Street, N .W., Atlanta lit, 
Georgia. (404) 688-0331. Director: Matt Herron, Information and rates, Jeannine 
Herron at the above address, 

Four professional. photographers ~10rk far the S.D,P, and an additional four professional 
photographers are affiliated 1dth .it, all of whD111 hsve been based _in Mississippi 
this summer, Prints are available at short notice, 

For _further information: 

Commmicati.ons Section 
Council of .Federated Organizations 

1017 Ly0ch Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 

Jlress phone, 355 - 3276 




