
The Mississippi Power Structure

Part I: Where Their Money Comes From

In 1961 Senator James 0 , East:Land and his family produced
5, 394 bales of cotton on theIr plantatIon in Sunflower Count;ye
bi:roy sold this cotton for about- $890,000, it cost them about
566,000 to produce the cotton, So they made a profit of about
324,000, on- the cotton prod,ucod. on their land in 1961,g

A part of the cost of prod.uc:Ing the cotton on which the
East;land.s made this profit was what the East;lands had. to pay the
people who actually did the work in the fields-'-the plowing,
planting, chopping and plcklng, We d.on1 t know exactly how much
the East;lands paid, their workers, but wo do know that hired labor
in the cotton Field.s in the area was being paid $,25 to $, 30 per
hour , Letts say the East;lands were paying top dollar for field
work--.$3,00 per day for ten hours woik, for a sIx day week, the
worker would– be paid. $18,00, The cotton season runs from sane-
tUne in March to sometime in December, Thus the cotton field
wc>rko? would got, at the most nine months 1, or about 36 weeks 1,
work, On this basis his earnings from the year is work would come
to around $61+8,OO, Who makes money when Negroes are paid less
than white people?

In the cotton-producing sections of the Delta J cotton field.
work is traditIonally done by Negroes , Whites, except the rapidly
disappearing share croppers and tenant farmers, and small pro-.
d,ucers, do not engage in this type of work, They consider it
beneath them, in both dignity and money, Thus in the cotton--
producing areas J the money that Negroes should. be making from
work in the cotton fields is not going to white workers so much
as it is to the land owners, the planters , in other words, whites
are not in competition for work in the cotton fields , This, in
terms both of dignity and. of income, is the price the wealthy
planters have paid. to the poor whites for theIr alliance against
their natural allies, Negroes , The myths of which we ive been
speaking have thus brainwashed. the whites into working directly
against their own interest ,

This alliance between wealthy whites and not...so.-wealthy
whites can be measured. in terms of - education, income, and. job
opportunities , The 1960 census reports that- 72, 7% oi the &egro
people in Sunflower QourIty over 25 had. less than six years oF
schooI, while only 1667% of the white people over 25“had less
than six years, Thus white wealth has been willing to pay the
taxes necessarY to provide school facilities for wRites, but not
for Negroes + The 1960 census reports that 90, 8% of the’ Negro
families in Su9€1c>won County had. annual incomes’ less than $3,000,
while only 21, 5% of the whiLe families in the county had ii times’
under that figure,

This d ispa?itY of family incomes is directly traceable to
the dispaBitY in J job_opportunities, in 1960, according to the
census reports J 66.2% O} employed Negroes in Sunfib;o;QCOunt; i-had



farm labor e

reali£e is that at the same time he is subscDibing to anc>the? _

hyth:-thb one which says that everyone in our poole FY hasl anLequa:L
obportunlty to attain wealth and comfort and. that tho.se pho .have
reached, the $200,000'•.a-'y'ear bracket have done so on the basis . o{
superior ability and. hard. wot?kB if that white wo?k?! weI?e n?t. so
cohplete]_y brainwashed. he would look at Senator East:Land, IS TicheF
and.' would" realize that Senator East:Land never did, anYthing to ea?n
{,hem except be born to a man who owned much land.e And if he
looked. a bit further he would see that Senator East;land 1 S fathoT
obtained. that land in the same way Senat;on East:L and' obtained it•
If it was ever earned by superior nbl:1.ity and. ha?de:n woFk9 that
was many generations ago, if the white wo?ker th?ew off the
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it is the fear that the white worker will eventually see
this reality which haunts the nights of the planters and. indus'-
trjg:Lists who are presently amassing great fortunes from the work
of Mississippi people, black and. white,

Not long ago a group of workers at the plant of Durant
Sportswear, Inc , deciaed. they were not being paid. enough by the
owners of the factory, so they arranged to have an election of all
the workers in the plant to see if a majority of the workers wanted.
a labor union to come in and force the owners to pay higher wages ,
What did. the owners of the plant do? They began immedIately to
convlnce the whit;o workers that the labor union would be integrated.
and that Negroes would. begin getting their jobs. A majority of the



brainwashed whIte workers believed management and. voted. against
the union, Now they have the same wages as they had. before, but,
fools that they are, they take comfort in the whiteness of the
plant force . ifere it not for the brainwashing of years, they
would. have realized that their jobs are not safe so long as one
man, black or white, has no job, because the owners themselves
now that the workers have rejected. organizatio Inl will threaten
the white workers with Negroes whenever the white wc)rko?s t?y
to get higher wages , This is a pattern which has been going on
ever since the first factory was built in Mississippie

And while the owners of industry are brainwashing the white
workers, they are picking their pockets at the same time+ Take,
for example, the Baldwin Piano Company in Greenwood., Baldwin
wanted to start making piano cas8s and organ cases in Greenwood,
because the labor was cheaper there and. because Greenwood. was
closer to the supply of raw materials necessary to make the cases+
Baldwin went to the city of Greenwood, and to Leflor6 County and
told them that if the city and county would build. them a $3,000,000
plant and. put the kind. of machinery in they want;er, that Baldwin
would, move its operation there , The city and. the county offIcials
went to the bankers and the utilitIes executives and the landowners
and the merchants of Greenwood to see what they thought should. be
d.one, All these people were very eager to have the plant there-•'•
the bankers wanted. the large d.epos:Its of money the company would
have to put in their banks; the land owners knew the people work-
ing in the plant would have money to spend on all kind.s of things,
and. that, therefore, hornes would. be built and. there would be a
general increase in the demand. for property and. so land. prices
would. go up; the merchants knew that the people working in the
plant would. spend. the money they made in the local stores; the
utility company knew the plant would. require large amounts of
electricity; so all the city fathers saId., why certainly, it will
be good. for the economy to have this factory here , so they
borrowed the $3,000,006 and built the plant and equipped it with
the machinery Baldwin wanted, and then they rented. the plant to
Baldwin for enough money to pay back the $3,000, OOO that had. been
borrowed. to build ite Baldwin was delighted because the plant
was actually the property of the city of Greenwood., and., therefore,
not subject to property tax. Since Baldwin would be paying rent,
_instead. of paying on a loan as they would. have had to do if they
had built the plant thernselves, the $3,000,000 they would. have to
pay out in rent would, be tax deductible , Had. they built the plant
themselves, the payments would. not have been deductible ,

So the people in the North who own the Baldwin Piano Company
can sell the materials that are made in the Greenwood. plant, and
out of the proceeds of the sale, they only have to pay the salaries
of the employees in Greenwood and the ope$ating expbn bes . The
Dest theY can put in their pockets . If the plant had been built
bY Bald-winF and the machinery bought by Ba:Ld.win9 then Bald.win
wou.lg have to paY propel?tY taxes on the land., the building and the
machine:nY• These p?operty taxes would be spent for bette; schools
and streets and. all kinds of other services-e Since Baldwin
doesn 1 t paY these taxes, the people who live in Greenwood have to
RaY_ all, of . tllem J and the people who own the Baldwin Piano Companyjust get richer and. richer . - – – - - -- –--'



Welve been talking about how the cotton planters make profIt
. from the labor of workers , and how the manufacturers do the game,

while neither cotton planters nor manufacturers pay a fair wage
or the ir fair share of taxes e

Now let;18 take a case in which it is very clear how all this
comes about, in 1959 the Standard, 0:1:L Company of California de-
ci(led. it would like to build. a refinery in Pascagoula, MIssissippi,
They wanted. to build. the refinery there for a number of reasons :
1) it would. be close to the Mississippi and. Louisiana oil field.s
so it would. cost very little to transport the crude oil from the
wells to the refinery; 2) Pascagoula has the kind of port in which
large tankers can pull right up to the refinery docks and load the
products of the refinery onto ships whIch will carry it to retail
markets; 3) many people are out of work in Mississippi, so labor
will be very cheap---men who are desperate to find, a job so they
can feed, their families will work for almost nothing; b) Missis--
sIppi has a right-to-work law in its constitution which makes
labor organization very difficult; 5) if workers cannot organize
into labor unions, company owners like Standard. Oil know theyl11
be able to continue paying very low wages ,

So representatives of the Standard Oil Company of Calif or-
nia had a meeting with Governor Ross Barnett and other state
officials + The Standard Oil Company representatives told. the
State officials that if the State would. exempt oil refineries
f?on taxation and, would sell Standard. Dil Company the land they
wanted., that Stand.ard. Oil Company would build the refinery there ,
The politicians and. those behind. them, all wealthy men, wanted
ve?Y much for Standard. 011 to build. the refinery, So they agreed.
to do what Standard Oil wanted.e The Governor called. a special
session of the legislature, The legislature passed. resolutions
proposing amendments to the Mississippi constitution which would
exempt the refinery from property taxation, and would. perul:it the
state to sell to Standard. 0:11 Conrpany' a piece of land which the
Congress of the United States had. given to Mississippi people
fo? financing and building schools , As soon as these resolutions
had been passed in the Mississippi legi81 attIre, an election was
cal:Le(ii because the people have tO vote on amendments to the con--
stitut;ion• A very small proportion of the voters voted. in the
9;potion J because theY didnt t really understand. what was going on,
4.1:L of the proposed amendments to the constitution were p;ssed. In
the elect:i.one Then the governor called. the legislatur6 back into
sessi en and passed the laws that Standard 011 Company wanted
p?8sede The gtaEd.ard Oil Company built the refinery" in Paso agt.)ul a

taxation ,

Part II : Industry and PoIItics

J = Electric power and. finance capital form the keystone of

and industrY+ Deposit Gu ararIty bank and Trust Company oF-lick;on



and the First National Bank of Jackson are the two largest banks
in the State of Mississippi, You cannot do business in the State
without dealing, d,irectlj- or ind.irect;:Ly, with one of the two banks,

The White Citizens 1 CouncII, through its connections in
political and economic structures d.ominates the prevailing social
policies throughout the state, We will show that electric power
and. finance capital play a lead.ing role in the White Citizens I
Council of Mississippi,

The overwhelmingly dominant political machinery in Miss:Is-
s:IF>pi is the Mississippi Democratic Party, We will show that
electric power, finance capital and the White Citizens ! Council
dominate the Democratic Party,

First, R, B, Wilson of Jackson, Mississippi, is a member
of the Board. of Directors of Middle South Utilities , Mr, Wilson
is also President and a member of the Board, of Directors of
Mississippi Power and. Light, which is wholly-owned. by Mid.d.le South
Utilities+ in addition, Mr, Wilson is a member of the Board of
Directors of the Deposit Gu ararIty Bank and Trust Company of
Jackson, the largest bank in the state of Mississippi ,

Then there is William P , McCmulan, who is a Director of
Mississippi Power and Light, Mr , McMu:LI an is also Chairvnan,
Chief Executive Officer, a Director, and important 8tockholder
of _ Deposit Guaranty Bank and. Trust Company , Furthermore, Mr ,
McMu:L:Lan occupIes a seat on the Board. of Directors of the
Jackson V/hit;e Citizens ! Council,

Anc>the? member of the Board. of Directors of MississippI
Pc>won and. Light is Robert M, Hear:in, who is President, Director
and' member of the Advisory Cornmit;tee of the First National Bank
of Jackson, and. controls the second, largest percentage of out.-
standIng stock of the First National Bank, ib, Hearin is a past
pTe8i(lent of the Jackson Chamber of Cormrerc6 and now a Dir.eci,or
of the United. States Chamber of Corunerce, in ad.ditj.on, he is a
colonel on the official staff of Mississippi Governor Paul B,
Johnson ,

The Vice President and Secretary of Mississippi Power and
Light is Alex Rc)BeDS, who was also appointed. by Governor Johnson
as a colonel on his official staff ,

The Public Information Director for Mississippi Power and
Light is Al6x McKeigny, who holds a seat on the Boa i.d of Diroc_
tors of the Jackson CItizens ! Council,

Letts explore this further,

A scoTeboa?d. of Directors of Deposit Guaranty Bank and Trust
Company would read. the following way, On the DepoLlt Guaranty
poard there is one member who sits on the Board bf Middle Soulfh
tJnilities e The?e are tWO Deposit Guaranty' Board. members who sit
on tye, Board, of Mississippi tower and Light, which is wholly_
:wne} bY yldd.le. South Unilitios , There are five Deposit Gu;ranty
:B_o?Td' ment)eng who sit on the Board of Directors of the Jackson '
Th:Its Citizens t Council, And, there are two Deposit (,ua;;n;}
Board membe?s who a:no colonels on Governor Johnson 1 s staff , '



A simIlar scoreboard for the First National Bank would read
this way, One First National Board member is on the Board of
Mississippi Power and Light , Four First NatIonal Board. members
are on the Board, of the Jackson White Citizens t Council , And.
four First National Board. mernbers are colonels on tho Governor IS
staff

It is important to understand what the White Citizens ! Council
and, Democratic Party of Mississippi believe and, stand for,

In the North, White Citizens 1 Council supporters may talk
about States 1 Rights and Constitutional government , But in
Mississippi it sounds much d.ifferent , And. it;8 main purposes are
to prevent Negroes from voting, to maintain white supremacy and
racial segregation in all phases of life, and. to squash any
semblance of Negro or Negro and white organization which is con.-
carrIed with making changes in the Mississippi pattern of life ,

The White Citizens t Counci:Lb principal techniques are economic
intimidation and. political control of the state,

Following is a statement from MississippI Governor Vardaman
In 1907, which the White Citizens 1 Council includes in its
stand.ard :Literature packet available from the Greenwood head.-
quarters of the Council,

t’The Negro should. never have been trusted with the ballot,
He is d.ifforent; from the white man, He is cong6nita11y
unqualified. to exercise the most responsible duty of citi.-
zonsh:Lp+ He is physically, mentally morally, radially and
eternally the white man 1 s inferior, There is nothing- in
the history of his race, nothing in his ind:iv:Id.ual ciaracter,
nothing in his achievements of the past nor his promise for
the future which entitles him to stand side by side with the
white man at the ballot box, , ,

"We must repeal the Fifteenth and modify the Fourteenth
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States , Then
we shall be able in our legislation to recognize the
Negro is racial peculiarities, and. make laws-'to fil them+
Tllis would. leave the matter precisely as was intended. b+
the father of the Republic , tl- - - - - –"

M&y 29 192l+:laS::::: :Fu819oXji!:sCj£}:::§’B:, iF::i:. E::q: i! !!_

;;:t{£r;iae£tjei:o:::;i:go S E:!;Sle:££ss Il:::gu§l; iII tI;EsP;EEg Seated
like a second class race and complained. about it.-_.and, that rai;
is the AmerIcan Nigger,"



The guest speaker at the banquet was General Edwin A, Walker,
who was introduced by Medford. Evans , Mr , Evans, who hold.s a PhD,
fronr Yale University, is a Consultant to the Citizens I Councils of
America, He is also a member of the White Citizens ! Councils of
Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Georgia, South Carolina
and. North Carolina, Mr, Evans is Secretary of the LouIsiana
States ! Rights Party, Coordinator of the John Birch Society and
was Consultant to General Ed,win A, Walker at the Senate Prepared,-'
ness Sub-.Committee hearings when General Walker was recalled
from Germany ,

During his speech, General Walker noted. that half the pro-'
ceed.s of the banquet would. be sent to the Governor VJa11 ace is
Presid.ent;ial primary campaIgns ,

A voter registration drive and. boycott of white merchants
in Canton this year was met with large nwnbers of arrests of
civil rights workers and. local citizens and, with economic
reprisals against Canton is Negro residents , The State Senator
and two State Representatives from Madison County ( in which
Canton is located.) are White Citizens t Council members , They
sponsored bills making the distribution of literature concerning
the boycott a crime, The white political and economic domination
should. be contrasted with the population figures : Madison County
has 9, 267 whites and 23, 630 Negroes, according to the 1960 U, S,
Census

The Canton Citizens t Council distributed. an open letter to
whites in Canton, calling for their support against Negro efforts
to change their way of life,

Mr, Evans said. of the White Citizens ! Councils:

t’It is the only organization which recognizes , , + that
the key to world. revolution, in which we are involved
against the revolutionaries, is the racial issue , People
are increasingly aware of this due to the racial extremists
and our Ambassador of intelligence in the North: Governor
Wallace , "

Of General Walker, Evans said.:

11The most important ind.ivid.ual in the United, States is
General Ed.win A : Walker , 1’

How does the Citizens t Council operate?

Here are excerpts from that letter :

Dear Fellow White Citizens :
+ + + THE WHiTE CITI ZE in 0 F CANTO N MUST BE UNIFIED IN

ORDER TO SAVE CANTON FROM MASS CONFUSION LEADING TO RACE
MIXING, Organizat;ion is the key to victory!

The Canton Citizens Council is the gathering place
for those white men and women who are a,etermine(ita keep
the white people in all goverrxnontal positions and in
complete control of our way of life, , ,

Thank you for your support and. continued effort to
keep Canton, Madison County and. Mississippi in the hands



of white men and. women ,

Sincerely ,

Gus blob:Le
Pres:Id,ent

We have seen some of the approaches of the White Citizens I

Councils , Now letts look at the position of the Mississippi
Democratic Party,

The MissIssippi Democratic Party dominates the politics of
Mississippi, The Republicans have only one member in the State
Legislature and. none in the Executive branch or among the Con-
gressiona1 and Senatorial delegations , And the White Citizens !

Councils dominate the MississIppi Democratic Party,

First, let is :Look at the platform of the Mississippi
Democratic Party, adopted in Convention, June 30, 1960,

We believe in the segregation of the races and are unalt;or-
ably opposed to repeal or modification of the segregation
laws of this State, and. we condemn integration and. the
practice of non-segregation, We unalterably oppose any and
all efforts to repeal the rniscegenat;ion laws , We believe
in the doctrine of interposit;ian as defined. in the appro-
priate resolution ad.opted by the Legislature of the State
of Mississippi at its regular sessIon of 1956 , , ,

We believe in the separation of the races in the univer..
sit:Les and colleges, in the public schools , in public
transportatIon, in public parks, in public playgrounds, and
in all spheres of activity where experience has shown that
it is for the best interest of both races that such separa.-
tion be observed, it

August 16, 1960, the State Democratic Party, meeting in
Jackson, adopted. the following measures in response to tha 1960
National Democratic Convention held, in Los Angeles , California,

That we reject and oppose the platforms of both National
Parties and, their can ci.idates , That we reaffirm and read.opt
the Platform and principles of the Democratic Party of
Mississippi adopted, in Convention Assembled. in the City of
Jackson, MississIppi on the 30th day of June, 1960,

Another important measure of the MIssissippi Democratic
Party is the campaIgn literature of Paul Johnson-Is 1963 race for
Governor, Johnsont s campaign themes focused. on maintaining white
supremacy through a one-'party system, segregatIon in Mississippi
forever and bury the RepubIIcan Party once and. for all,

Here is an excerpt from the standard. leaflet which could
be obtained. from Johnson head.quarters during the campaign:

/ A DIVISION OF CONSERVATIVE MISSISSIPPIANS INTO TWO POLITICAL
/ CAMPS + + . WOULD GIVE THE BALANCE OF POWER TO OUR MINORITY
j GROUP , This would be the end. of our way of IIfe in Missisou
; siPpi and the peace, tranquilIIty, law and ord.er we now



enjoy in all of our corwnunities would. soon come to an
awe s ome end e

To have Mississippi Democratic nominees and Republican
nominees running– for every public office , , , municipal,
county and. state , , , every four years + p e would consti"
tut,e an unnecessary nuisance and. would bring to Mississippi
the same political- evils and d.angers that now beset such
states as- IlIInois, New York, Michigan, Pennsylvania and. -

California e e +

If youlve already had enough of politics for 1963, then help
stamp out Republicanism on November 5, Letts bury these
Republican lupstarts ! so deep under good., solid. Mississippi
Democratic votes that it will be the year 2000 before you
hear of Republican candid.at;es for Mississippi offices again!

We do not have to belong to and. participate in an integrated
national party, which tolerates in its ranks radical left''
ists like bovernor Nelson Rockefeller and. Senator Jacob
Javits of New York and. IBlack Monday ? Earl Warren, in order
to cast Mississippi is electoral votes for a true con8erva-
tive , We do not have to make an t accomodatIon ! with liber-
als, and. we do not have to compromise our principles, in
order to make our electoral votes c OIIn t for fr e e d.ome

Letts , , , bury forever these 1 overnIght t Republicans
who would. like to (livid.e our State and hand, it over to a
minority group ,

So we can see the themes of one.-party rule and white supre-
macy coming through Johnson 1 s campaign, And. we can see the over-
lap of princIples between the Mississippi Democratic Party and
the White Citizens : Councils .

Now let 1 s look at how the White Citizens 1 Council exerts
control over the State Legislature, which is strictly a Democrat:to
:Party affair ,

Of the 122 members of the House of Representatives in the
1961+-.68 Legislature, at least 20 are known to belong to the
White Citizens 1 Councils, including House Speaker Walter Sil:Lors,
Six of the 20 are on the State Executive Committee of the White
Citizens ! Council,

In the Senate at least 10 of the 53 members are known to
belong to the White Citizens t Councils, inc:Lu(I.ing President pro--
tem George Yarbrough, who is on the Citizens I Council is State
Executive C omnit;tee ,

In the 1960-.6h Legislature the line-.up was slightly differ-
ent , There were 11+O member8 of the House and 22 of them were
known to be Citizens I Council members . And there were 1+9 Senators ,
of whom 12 were Citizens ; Council members .

Another measure of Citizens 1 Council legislative strength is
placement of Council members on committees which control key
:LegislatIon ,



Of the seven members on the very important Senate Rules
Ccznrnittee, three are . known to belong to the Citizens t Council.
Of the lh members of the House Rules Committee , four are known
to be members of the Council.

On the House tr avs and Means Comrnit;tee nine of the 33 members
are known to be Council members . In the Senate, Council members
hold at least four of the 13 seats on the Oil and Gas Comnit;tee ,
including Chairman and Vice-Chairman . In the comparable House
comnittee , called Conservation of Minerals and. Natural Resources ,
eight of the 29 members are Council members, including the
chairman .

Another measure of Citizens t Council importance in the
Mississippi Democratic Party is Executive appointments . We Ive
already mentioned the Governor is official staff of colonels .
Colonels receive their appointments because of their support for
the gubernatorial candidate during the campaign. Therefore, an
analysis of the colonel staff should give some ind.icat;ion of
where Johnsont s support came from and to whom he owed political
debts

VIa find. that Paul Johnson appointed. fourteen members of the
Jackson White Citizens t Council ( 13 of them Board. members) to his
colonel staff . He also appointed eight members of the State
Executive Committee of the White Citizens I Councils to his colonel
staff

The State Sovereignty Commission is another place where
Executive appointments are very important . The Commission, which
is supported. by state tax money, has been the official segrega-
tion watchdog agency of the State since 1956. Its body for the
196&-'68 session has not yet been chosen, but we know that at least
seven of its members for the 1960-6h session were members of the
1.„Jhite Citizens t Council.

Until the fight on the civil rights bill began last sumner,
the Commission had been channeling state fund.s every year to the
Citizens t Councils in Mississippi . Now the money is used to
fiGht the cIvil rights bill. The State Legislature which had
donated more than ten thousand dollars to the Washington anti-.
civil rights lobby, recently appropriated. another fifty thousand
d.o:Llars of state funds for th_e same purpose .

So we can see how the I''/hite Citizens 1 Council dominates
the Executive and Legislative branches of the State Government of
Mississippi . And we have seen what the White Citizens 1 Councils
believe and. stand for .

tIe have seen how the two leadinG banks and the leading elec.„.
trio power company, which are crucial to commerce and industry,
play major roles in the Citizens 1 Council.

We have seen the major role electric power, finance capital
and the White Citizens I Council play in the Mississippi Democratic
ar ;1


