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MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM DEMOCRATS 

AND 

~~-- - • "7'11! '1964 ll!KlCRA'riC NATIONAL CONVEN'l'ION ..... . _ ..._,_,_. ___ - . . . 
W :.:..:::ednes=::.d&::::x.L•...:A!::U(·US=· :,;t:,.l:::9:.:.t 'l'hree busloads of liREBIX»f DE!«XRATIC PARTY delegates 

aiiiJ alternates lett tr0111 the Pratt Memorial Methodist Church in 
Jaclalon~ boll.ftd tor Atlantic City, midst crowds ot treedom-singing 
well.-vtshers. 

Friday, A~! 2lt li'REJD(J( DEM:X2U.'l'S G'Tive at their Atlantic City headquarters, 
he Gtiiii Hotel. 

Saturday, AEt 22t ,. integrated li'REBilCM D!'JDlU.TS and the s egregated 
ssisrlpp1 regulars 'lll!l'e each given one hour to present their 

oases before the CNdential.e COIIIIId. ttee ot the Convention. Under 
the leadership ot CNdentials ·cCllllld.ttee 1118111ber and Washington, 
D.c. attorney Joseph Rallh, FRBBJ:Qf Dl!HXl!A'l'S told ot the brutal 
and systematic denial of Negro political rlgbte in Mississippi. 

Alllq those ~ng 1ll!l'e llr. Aaron Henry, Clarksdale, 
FIP delegation obainrlan; Mrs. Farm!.e. Lou Hamer; Fuleville, FOP 
delegation vioe-ob81l'lllan; the Reverend Edwin Iing, . Tougaloo, 
FIP Na~onal-CGIIII!itte-J the Revwend Martin X.utber Iing, SOLO; 
RoyWilld.n~~, NAACP; James Farmer, catE, and Mrs. Michael Sc!nlernero 
TheU- testilllon;r 1IU a chronicle of the beatings 1 ec0ft01111c 
harassment, ottic.ial intimidation, and murder that cOllie to tile 
M1.ss1sSipp1 Negro who attempts to becane a ?Oter and participate 
in the Ilelllooratic Party in this state. . 

state--Senator J. c. Collins, Laurel, attempted to deteftd 
• ·- ~ · ~~1Jbe...Jl wtdte delegation. Dollins, the nev Mississippi llemocratic 

Party State Chairun, said Negroes are "absolutely tree" to take 
part in party affairs in M1s111ssippi, including selection or 
delegate, to the National Convention. "Categoricelly, I assure 
you that Netroes c:lid attend proecinct meetings," Ml'. Johnson said, 
s¢ng nothing ot the discrimination those Negroes met at the 
me~tinge ot the segregation1st party. 

The Credentials Committee hearing~ end the testimony of 
FllD:DI delegates end suppcrters; 1llll'8 cG'Tied on nationwide 
talevillion and radlo, as ware intervins 111 th · suoh FREEOOM 
JEMO(]UTS as J~~~~es Travis, Jackson, and Mrs. Dona Moses. 

SUndq, Augu.st 23t The CNdenUal.s COIIII!ittee ot the Delllocratic NaUonal 
ConveDtion 1fU unable to reach a decision over 11h0111 to seat as ·· 
the national party's d6l.egates tr0111 M1ssis~ippi1 the segregated 
regulars or the integrated FREEIXIM DEfoiX:RA'l'So A subcOIIIIIittee 
made up ot delegates tr0111 Ml.rmesota, Michigan, oeorgia, Texas 
and Iowa, was appointed to consider the Mississippi situation 
and report back to the full canmittee. 

Credentials Cami ttee Cha:l..rlllan Governor David Lalll'ence ot 
Pennsylvania ignored reporters I questioning ~~ wether the FDP 
c...U.d take the seats of Mississippi regulars wo refused to sign 
a standard pledge ot lnyal.ty t. the ~tional party and its 
candidates. 

!~~.i: ~t"24t 'The- convention otficielly OJl'ned, and the Nev York 'ames 
1\0!!Jnented, "Almost up to the opens.ne gavel it appearecftliit the 
keynote address might be overshadowed by a battle between two 
deJ.sga.tiona seeking accreditation tr011 M1ssissippi." In 6rder 
to pre9ent the decision being made by individual delegates in 
an open noor debate, Governor ta'tlr'ence postponed the final report 
yet one more da{. "Spectator" seate were made available t o both 
the segregated party and the FREEDOM DEMXRA'l'S. Reither w:tittp 
)'lit Md the of'N t•l •l ...-1 ~tit. !.< • ..... .,,..rry 'M;l:w :le..J !'ld '" ~'""'""' • 
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Tuesdal, A~t 25: The_ Mississippi r egulars withdrew from the Democratic 

&Ioii81 Convention after a "comprardse• ws announced that 
would seat all of the all-white delegation plus Dr. Aaron 
Henry and the Reverend »:twin King of the FREEOOM DEKoauTS. 
Only 3 members ot the segregated delegation signed a party 
l'~ty oath and took seats on the fio?r• Ik". Henry and the 
Reverend King 1 who had status as "delegates-at--large• first 

- took seats on the noor with the Alaska delegation, upon ' 
invitation tram that state. Less than an hour later, five 
FREEDOM delegates appeared 1d. th ottioial badges to take 
seats in the Mi.ssissippi section. The three members of the 
white delegation then lett, lllflaning that the only M!.ssissippiiiM 
at the Democratic National Convention tl'om the t1Jne the 
plattOl'ID weer read through the nond.nation ot the cencl1dates to 
the close of the Convention were FREBOOK 111!:M0av.TS. During 
most of the reacl1ng of the platt01'1111 the eye of the nation 
111111 focused on the FREEDOM DEMOCl!A'l'S 1 as reporters and eameralft8l 
necked around the Mississippi section to t1n4. 21 FREEOOM 
lEMOORATS in the seats. · 

Americans in 50 states heard nt•Nnc delegate .Mrs •. Hazel 
- - ·Pal:Jner of Jackson singing 'We Shall OVercome" tl'om her place 

in the heart of the Mississippi seats 1 amid shouts of "Freedom 
Nov" tl'om other parts of Convention HallJ Negro and white 
delegates tl'0111 all parts ot the nation c81118 to congratulate 
their FREEIX>M IIEK>CRATIC friends in the Mississippi seats • 
Only three da;v8 before, a Credentials Committee w1 tness had 
said of Mississippi that no other state has gone •to such 
lengths" to force Negro citizens to sacr1tice their rights and 
responsiblli ties as .American o1 tizens. . 

l!l addition to the eeating decisions, the 'Credentials 
C01111111.ttee '-'campranise" provided that the cal:l t.o the. 1968 Conven­
tion would insure selection of delegates 1d.thaut racial· 
discrimination; a special committee is to be appointed to 
assure the non-c11sarimination ruling is obeyed. Accorcl1ng tc 
the_!!!!~ Times, Governor Lallt'ence "called the decision a 
1t=ning point' in the history ot the Demonratic Party, which 
tor most of ita ·history has been prof"oundly infiuenced by all­
white delegations tl'om the Southern states." 

Miesisllippi Governor Paul Johnson C81118 on Mississippi 
television to eq, "Mississippi's debt to the national Democratic 
party is nov paid i.n tull.. ••." His talk was paid tor ·by the 
"3rluthern COIIIIII1ttee to He:j.p Elect the Next President of the 
Uni.ted states,n a group arigi.nal.ly formed to aid Alabama 
Ootetllcr George Wallace's Presidential primary c8111paigns , end 
which is now reported to be world.ng to help riilht--'ld.ng Republican 
candidate Senator Barry Goldwater. 

Ai'ter Governor Johnson's televised statement, former 
Goverlior Rosa Barnett issued a statement s~ng that tile Governor 
had "formally and finally severed relations bet-n Mississippi 
and the national Democratic Party." · 

The final words of the all-wilL te Mississippi regular dele­
gation were, "The Mississippi Democratic delegation cl1d not 
leave the national Democratic Party; it lett us.• 
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