
A. Pl)i.nti.ffs: e 

1 . Plaintiff, COUNCIL OF FEDERA'l'ED ORGANIZA-TIONS, 

hereinafter referred to as "COFO", is a coordinated organiza-

tion of all civil tigh t s organizations in the State of Mississippi . 

lt is dedicated to the achievement, through lawful and constitutional 

means , of the :freedom and equality of Negro citizens of the State 

of Mississippi guaranteed to them by the Thirteenth, Fourteenth 

and Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution of the United States . 

~~Plaintiff COFO sues for itself and on behalf of all of its con­

~ . stituent affil1ates and cooperat ing organizations and on behalf 

of all citizens of the United States , Negro and white , in the 

State of Mississippi who are endeavoring to assist in its program 

of activities designed to achieve the full rights of Amer ican citizen-

I 

ship for the Negro citizens of Mississippi, including the right to 

vote and to participate equally in the processes of political democracy 

guaranteed of the United States . 

are citizens of the 

United States and residents r£ the State of Mississippi. 

Plaintiff resides in \~rAJ"U'l 

plaintiff resides 



3. Plaintiff <. 
' ' 

' and are citizens of the 

United States and inhabitants of the State of Mississippi . They 

are COFO staff and volunteer workers who are endeavoring to assist, 

through lawful and constitutional means, the efforts of the Negro 

citizens of the State of Mississippi to achieve equality, freedom 

and the right to vote , which rights are guaranteed by the Constitu­

tion of the United States and presentl y denied to the Negro citizens 

V of that state by the authorities of the state in open defiance of 

the Constitution of the United States and the law of the land . 

Plaintiffs 
' ' , and sue individua1ly 

and on behalf of all other staff and volunteer workers similarly 

situated throughout the State of Hississippi, which class is too 

numerous to bring before the Court . 

4 . Plaintiff REVEREND R. EDWlN KING is a citizen of 

the United States and a resident of the State of Mississippi . 

He is a white citizen and is actively concerned with assisting 

the efforts of the Negro citizens of this state to achieve freedom, 

equality and the right to vote . Be sues individually and on behalf 

of all other white citizens of Hississippi similarly situated . 



/ 

b 

in 

resides in 

resides in 

plaintiff rC: 
? 

plaintiff \...{-

• They are all members of tbe 

Negro race and sue individually and on behalf of all Negro 

citizens of tbe State of Mississippi, which class is too numerous 

to bring before the Court , 

B, Defendants: 

~ ~ Defendant L, C. RAINEY is the Sheriff o£ Neshoba 

County , Mississippi . He is a citizen of the United States and a 

resident of Philadelphia, Mississippi, Defendant CECIL PRICE is 

the Deputy Sheriff of Neshoba County, Mississippi . He is a 

citizen of the United States and a resident of Philadelphia, Mis-

sissippi. They are sued individually and as representative of 

each and every one of the sheriffs and deputy sheriffs of the 

82 counties of the State of Mississippi . Tbis class is too 

numerous to bring them all before the Court . 

? 
1 i. Defendant T . B. BIRDSONG is the Commissioner of 

Public Safety of the State of Mississippi and in charge of 

the Mississippi State !iigbway Patrol, He is a citizen of the 

United States and a resident of the State of Mississippi. !ie 

is sued individually and as representative of a 11 of the members 

of the Mississippi State Highway Patrol , which class is too 

numerous to bring before the Court. 
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6. • "' · 
YL.. BAR::,TTE , TI\. VIS 't "Yil i3AiUT T':E, OL,.J., LOV.::LL 3tJTiiLlG..,, 

ili..Y KLL..R, iiliJZ L,..Y1l... .t'il ;y , 1.LTOTI ,.AYiiu m:.:R'lli, J:!l.r1r 

'"cG:l.EU ... :u~y .. , JirJS-:t ..:.NO.,u..:.l. , J!.Ii!lY L...a:. ':-v ... •v0::1D, U....f'..Alf 

uc:.t.~-: and HlCJ ... RD IJ:ril'IE .J. LLif.j arc ,J'/ttt/J/I#.#~f.'ltl¢tl 

upon Lntormat i on and belief, wblte residents of ~e S~ete 

or- Huai vifl:i. 'ftoi- IW olio lieshoba County, l!isaissl p i. 9o1"=• 

anA ant WIT r XS 1 8 Q pG Lf%6 ThiJifl Upon infoPmetion enrJ 

belief, defendant WILLIS was and is a pol ice officer of 

the City ()f' Philadelphia , ;:ississt:::>p1 .• 

lJ . !'efendnnts JOID' no~ and ?Ir:"'" u an-r;; arenc J ~ l'L o' 

true nm!1'3 s ere un'<no• n 

to the pln1nt1ffs , ·re ,.,h i t" ci.t1zens of the State o" Hi s -

s-1s,~pp1 ;rhp , :> 

}M;! defendant 

snd as rnomb r 

.!'.LUX KLI\. U. 

1n~o!'rmt1on •nd beli':!f, are mambeT's o~ 

/Y.hft TheY' "J'c sued in:ll viduull;r 

or tl:lo cless or ma:c'b rs o~ defendant I::U 
' 

12. s~ wit Oltizens cvunci~s and ~reservation pe~pla. 





•,• 

9 . Do e\ dants JORll SMITH: an~ PAUL JONES , \those 

o a~ntiffs , a e private white oit ns of r1e St~te of 

~ho , on info mation oithtJnot Jembors 

endants 'PaESERVA ON OF 

e na,mes are 

unicno1m 

.i>!ississi 

of the d 

'TRB 1'/H!T RAe
,. 

0
\r ~1'1 IJ.JI.!.JifhJJ 

\ L&- not aoting 

in suoh o aoity, , violence 

'and terroristic\ ao 

oitizens, Negro white, 

to obtain equality, free~om for the Negro .· 

c i tizens of the State of Mississippi. 

~:1·~1 r~· (~).-'.Lr !_I ;;;~~.,. Jurisdiction -'(f ...1¥. Tho jurisciiotion of this Court arises under the Constitution 

of tho United States and, in particular, under Article IV thereof, 

and the First , Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments 

thereto , and under tho lalts of the United States and, in particular, 

Title 28 , O~,S, , , Sections 1331, 1343 and Title 42 U ,~,C , t Sections 
_, ~ 1"-cl.. ......,"';) v .... , ... , . 

1971 , 1981, 198) , 198,5, 1988 ~ 198~ a& l"ell U "PG81' ••• " 'l' 

~lebh Aut or l:!)611u f~ ~ Gl ~0()0 £) ~,. 
~se of Action 

rtt' 
' to the plaintiff's unicnown, for many years up to and :lncluding tho 

present date, have combined and conspired under color o.f statutes, 

ordinances, regulations, customs and usages of the State of Missis- · 

sippi to subject or oause to subjeot the plaintiffs, being citizens 

of the United States , to tho deprivation of rights, pr~vilegos and 

immunities secured by the Constitution and lalts of the United States, 
1<1"' t ..... V. \(£) 12 . Furthermo-re , tho defendants ~ t;o.~ether with numerous persons 

presently to the pla:a.ntit'fs unlcnown, for many yoars up to and in­

oluding the present date, have combined and conspired for the purpose 

of depriving the plaintiffs and the olasses of persons they represent, 
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ot' the equal protection of the li>MS and ot' equal privileges and 
I• 

immunities under tho law, i ncluding their right to register and vote 

in elections t'or , among others, the President, Viae-President and 

members of/Congress , and Cor tho purpose of preventing , persuading, 

hindering or subverting the constituted authorities of the State o~ 

Nississippi from givin~ arid securing to all persons within the State 

of: Mississip;;>i the equal protection of the la11s . ~~~,w 
vvY' Pursuant to this conspiracy, tho det'endants, for many years {r A 

up to and including the present day, ~ planned and conspired to, r and did i n •f:aot'1 Utilize illegal f:oro_e, Violence and terroristic 

aots to int:1midate and deter the l~05ro citizens of the Stato of 

Mississi ppi from exercising their constitutional rights to associate 

together in eft'orts to achieve the constitutional objectives ot' 

freedom and equal ity as American citizens and the fundamental right 

to register and vote guaranteed under tho Constitution of the United 

States t o a l l American citizens regardless of race or oolor, 

Pursuant therot9 , the defendants, or some o~ them, including 

defendants · acting under the . color and authority of the State of 
~ ,,1.-

z.Iississippi , h ave engaged in widespread terroristic acts including 
I 

beatings, arson , torture and murder in a concerted. et'fort to intimi-

date , punish and deter the llegro citizens of the State of ~iississippi 

1
/ as well as any 11hi to persons who have dared to assist them in their 

efforts t o achieve the t'ederal constitutional objectives of freedom , 

equality and the right to register and vote regardless of race and 
\ ..!.JOt- \ v~ 

color, - ~is concerted, planned and organized conspiracy to utilize 

these~or~orist~o aots of violence bas continued and aooelerated 

up to and including ~he present date . The existence ot' this oon­

oerted plan to utililt e acts of' violence bas been repol'ted by agencies 

of the United States government and bY personal representatives ot' 

the Presi dent of ~he United States and is W9ll- known throughout the 

Jate of Nississippi. 

~ ~ Prior to 1955 , Negroes in most rural communities and in 

{ many urban communities of Mississippi did not ot'ter themselves as 

voters and did not seek to register or participate actively in 

political l it'o in Uississippi because '•of the aooepted pattern o'f 

l ife i n i'lissi ssippi reinf'orood by the'•t'orroristio acts of these 

det'endanta. Beginning s hortly after 1954,, in part as a result of 

the decisi on o1' th~ Supre~e Court ot' the United States i n BroNn v. 
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Soard of Educ:1tion , th~·. Nog1•o oitizons of r.:ississippi bogan offorts 
r· . . 

to participato in tho political ~rocossos of tho state , In rosponso 

to this development fro~ 195S until the present time, various members 

of tho ex~utivo and legisJ.ativo b1•anchos of tho government of tho ~I 

State of 1-'lississippi , ~ho controlled and domina~ed the same , hav.e j..~ 
engaged in' numerous attompts, throu~h legislation and othofi~i.so , to 

bar or greo.tJ.y limit any ino1·oaso in Negro participation in tho 

political J.ife of i-liosissippi. Simj,larly thoso ci.of'ondants and others 
t ll •\r 

actihg in concert ~ith thorn have intensified their conspiracy to 

utilize force, vioJ.onco and torrct·istio acts to intimidate and doter 

~. Begro oitizons ot Missis sippi from ox er oising tbeir rigb~s of 

~ioan o1tize~p. t' 
~ Furthermore, the defendants, together with numerous 

{ .-.1·") 
person presently to the plaintiffs unknown, have recently planned and 

l 

conspired co utilize these acts of violence in an effort to deter the 

Negro citizens of the State of Mississippi from exercising their funda -

mental, federally protecte~ 

constitutional rights o~ tree saeeob, t • press. fre edom of ~ssembJ.y 
i• 

and of association and tho right to petition their government for 

redress of griev:ances, all. of ~thic~. rights are guaranteed to theso 

volunteer "brlcers and to the ileg1•o citizens of' the State of Nissis­

sippi under the First Amonwuent to the Constitution of' the United 

States . In open dofiance of' tho Con~titution of' the United States 

and of the laws of' tho United States, these de:fendants , ttith numerous 
~1- 1 '- L- I . 

persons p,rosontJ.y to tho pJ.aintiffs unknown , have oonspired to organize 
I 

and set up clandestine terroristic organizations throughout tho 

v~rious counties of the State of Mississippi for the purpose of' 

planning ·, preparing and carrying out illegal. terroristic acts of' 

Violence against the pJ.aintif'fs a~d aJ.J. citizens . Negro and white. 

in the State o:f Nississippi ttho are presontJ.y attemp~ing to utilize 

their fedoraJ.ly protected rights to achieve their federally protected 

/ -



~~~tiffs fUrther state that pursuant tv the intensifica­

tion of t~s continuing oons piraoy and as an overt ac~ thereof, the 
Rainey and Price 

def'endanF7 , 0"1" seAle -o-f'~ tc~ether 11ith persons prosont~y to the 
' (_.' l ee ' J-y 

p~aintiffs unknovm, did, on the evening of Juno 19, 1964, conspire, 

_plan and did, in f'act, go secretly and ih disguise upon the hight1ays 

of' Nashoba County, l>lississippi, and t1ith force and violenco and the 

use of' a1:'l!lod 11oapons did brutal:J.y and with malice aforethought and 

ttitbout any justifi cation whatsoever, boat and inflict serious in­

juries upon several Negro citizens of Neshoba County, and did then 

and there burn to the ground a Negro house of t1orsbip, all of tfhich 

illegal and torr~ristic , acts 11ero solely for the purpose of inti-

midating and deter ring these }legro oi tizens and the Negro oi tizens 

of Nashoba County from eaer cising any of' their fUndamental rights 

' under the Constitution of the United States . This terroristic act 

committed by tho defendants Ol' some of them, and.·others presently 

to the plaintiffs unl, nown , \lfas in open defiance and violation of tho 

Constitution and l aws ot ~. United States. 

~ ~-·r~,r~t ?{) ,. P1aintUfs further state that pursuant to the intensifica-

f tion of this continuing conspiracy and res ana a~~ c/' cing on 

1 or about January 1, ls64 and continuing to on or about De)'~er 4 , 1964, 

defendants RAINEY and ~CE, together wit~ L . ,irN, JIMMY 
II / 

ARLEDGE, HORACE DOYLE BARNETli TRAVIS MARYN BARN.sflfS OLEN LOVELL BURRAGE, 

/ 
JAMES T . I:IARRIS, FRANK J. HERNDON, AMES E. JORDAN, EDGAR RAY KILLEN, BILLY 

12 
WAYNE POSEY, ALTON WAYNE ROBERTS, .fEU!~ cGREW SHARPE, JIMMY SNOWDEN, 

\ ~~~ 
JIMMY LEE TOWNSEND, HERMAN TUCKE~}\ RICHARD ANDREW WILLIS, within the 

Southern Distriet of Misssiss~~ conspired toget~r, with each other and 

I I I 

with other persons ·eo the p1ainti, fs unknown to w~1ful~ subject 

MICHAEL HENRY SCI!WERN, , JAMES <>4_1..E'l and ANDREW GOO~ 
an inhabt!-ant of t;lle St~ o£=-ffl:ssnSi'p(:ll, to the ~P~/tio, of their 



I ( ~ : Plaint in pursurnee pJ 

"' and into~ification 
II • 

ru,Ile;y ~# r.L CE, 

.his continuin~ conpi cy, df'>fentTants 

conDp1.rec1 together , vith a ach o .. ' br 

and uith othor pel'F:O s to tbe pleintif~s urlrowl wilf'ully l> 

to subje~t 1JlE , JEC ~~to the denrivation f 1h01r .ri_ b.te , 
'-.. 

priv U eges er>oJ irlriun1t1es S'!OU' e1 end prot<Jcted 'by the l?ourteenth 

lun'!lndmo;~nt to t e ConaHtut!. on o · the Unit <l States including tha 
(e+-, . 

.,=.sR.~-.iill~ the r.l. hts no\Ut~ bu d ... privad or lii'e or libGrty ~11 thout 

uu proceos or lew by persons actin~ under color 0~ tbD ~~3 or 

t •O bto.te o' •·i s,l...sipp.l.; (b) iD be socure in the.:.r ~"'li parrrons 

11hll" .l.n t.Ju custody o the State of IliseJ.asippi c:nd 1 t:a agents 

• nd o_..,'i"..ers; (c) to be ir.:ur.!I.Ule i'rom snmnmry punism::umt With.out 

due proceu!loi' la <I and to be tried by due procesa of la~I >for 
• 

alle.;ed offenses aod, if found guilty, ID be punuhod in accord­

a:J.Ce ~11th the law•o" the Stste of l!ississ1ppi;- (d) to ~e 

fol :me: t.o lil',,e t:no enooti•ag~tl<grs-~ rogi:Jter to voteanrl to 

to vote and to vote for c&ndl.<iates ~or e;:..:.~-li!l!.;-~sReP~l wn1o1-. 
\ 

p 1 . counl;y, stcte frld feder 1 orft1ees r (e) to 1!3 

the f'''-)lOFA :;..P oittct:ti':'lp c-• ,..! " sen ... ~ • oRr! P' ~ !" .. ' ... ~ to 

.I l 

dDJ po! i -

~ c:Jtll;- spcek, t~u'blisb., ~ ti'i on and aaaomltJ.n !or bhc puposo 

o;: oduo t ion 1 -' CU ' O'h 1. til l'· poet CO t!JD )011 tica~ !)l'OOOSSOS 



belief , that the 

~oresaid su~jection or 

~ct~ r:! hte \pr'-vilage~ 
'•y · ho -::1'Ul".{ r.tl• n: m nt b t 

S tes uas r co~ti!Ul"i·ion e.n•l lntcn 

do...,l'l Vet i.on Of 

;?r:J teet 

on o" th 

"Y the lefenrinntt o~ "hl" conspurrc:1 I'<'t"errll to e'oov ; .hat 

the pr:!.rlory purpo~,.. o" said c:mtinulltion and int cn.:'lc~oJ;ion 

at the I:L"'l~ thereo! was t;o .i~ - deter/ and prevent tlle •1c~l;l-

well-publicized intunsiticatlon o. voter re.,-:!.stre.tion ne ~lV'i t-ioa 

t J.•::~u,_,:1out the ;:,tat -~ssi:~:Jippi by pl 1.ntLf COFO ttwou:;h 

-O,t.- ita 1964 l'l.Hasip,"i Su= r .t'rojeci \Jharaby #ff( ~ ,ft:._ 11 r1 

:n001absrs " 

1000 sta.Cf and volunteer 
the United States , 
7 i 3: d 1:::: ... t ... L n ( ,_ 4.~ 

otl.:le:· tlen .. hRl; o. Iassls~, lltd volunteered to assi:~t1 - ~ , 
thl>outh la·•ful and consitut1otllll moans , the e!'~'orts o" the -
Negro citizens of tho Stato o' ••iBs1ss~.pp1 to achieve erouelity, 

frhedom end th ri. ht l::> rcgi:;tcr to "'I'Jte !'n:l vot , ·h.ioh rirhts 
v 

are guanateed by tho ConstUu "1. on :;,4' tile rrni t ?. ~ .. t ~ and ~l>e-

th"n en'l pre!lently hmied +-o th'l N~gro citizen:. or that !I tate 

~1 tho eut~oririties of ~h~ stste in op9n do'l nco o~ th Con­

sti~t1on of the U~1t d ~tnteu ana the ~ew • the l,nd. 

, 24 . n in or-m&tl.on Elnd ~ ~s, or 

6'\~);/, •.;a J. kn · · ~h.;t~ {_ 



l>t~ J 
.\ ;.\. (l') / 

1\:l v vr a Pl ein t1"'fs ftlr tl· 'lr 
l 

&l1ega t;l'i tt t , in pursur.nca 

t~ till.s c.:lnpll'ecy, nncl r.s en o~ rt D t ""'le:rao"' -1 ~ '1'1 •:r.t 

-- ICl., , "i h t no ::. ·• o , c;~ns.:>n:j~ &~.o'l'a '!Bnt or tla!'e~dan. 
, , I." IT, £ t a t~ !len .ZIIT, JI'O e na 1 ~ '1-:&re !h-!.1i .. - ;li-l;;e.:lf 

:,.,~, .. _,.,. lnpr.i.:sonad and in custody- in the neshoba County 

~u.ilp, -'hilr.. elphie, -.i.s::~.l.se1ppi , lias to release th.em !rom ,- .., 
.. ucll cu:;tody so th. :Jv"":- cop.ld be int rc.,ptlod 'o:; tte±'eduot>s 

·"'r1cw cte ""' Cue:y l:ei b the e:r-ea e.r tae. shor1-ly a.ftel' 

their dep&rture f!'Dlll tho area of the said 11erhobE. County 

~all they oould loe liJterc-'.-L.C: 'PI wc.:yla:d, &aet-J~lui-b ,, S 

~ -• I /..T assultod, a hot nne 1dlb d f! ~;_nrl,nts Prio& etc . P;:::-? 

- 1!1f Pl&l.n7;f"s ~ 's11er;e th::t ln pu_ 9l1 nc"' o~ 
this conpurccy sncl r~ o··r.rt s t' c'lB +n~r'l of' ~ 

{A~ne.re~&nt Frtce accosteo , FJtOP?"<1 En':! to!'lk into 
. ~ :J _ - - . I t!u~ aftorno:m of 

~cuato~y s~iri .T.S ~tc on or ebout/Juna 21, ~s~ 196'~ 

(b) DafendP..nt Pr~c3 n,et·eu_p:>n oa used said 1m <ltc 

to be ~~~in tile lTes.bobe Count~· Jc_<_f''i'or.. 

~n or a~out the l ato &fterr~on of said Juna ~. 

196!1 , unt<..l ap >ro);U!lataly 10: .30 p . m. bh.t~roo£1 

& ) lJ·ei'encU.nt Price thereupon tram ported said - __, 

.rus etc in an aut~ob~le 

fro~ rail- l)hiL, 

(d) j) ~e d{..nt P ice 

so1lth on Eir;hm:y lc:' 

. i t 
ll.l.' :;,) 

' 

1+92 't n !lO l.n r. bnt··een ga1cl ··ighi{llY 19 r.m1 Union 
I 

l!icJ cc.tJ.:;ed <~a.:.d 14:5 ctct to ·,e rer~o\· ~d trare~:-om, 

end ~:> be ';;re"l'li'Ol'J'9c" to ll-n ~,·tovo'-ll~ "Jn"on in~ 

http://df5feri.da.nts


~~ndcmt Price thereupou t!'ruJnported •!to ftri<i 

.,.,- rlES etc from tho plece ·.:h;lre h;l had catl!lod th" 

./"' to b tr ns fer red to th~ ~u.t~:n::~'-ih · ---,...,J 

19 c.,ut'· o" • hll .. p~le , 
I 

!.s ) 

Gr~ " n ant a .lain y , l r1c2, '11"1s 

f.#/t'/.#lf hll avt.l.n tlrw !" th l • 8.:1.. tha ~t t 

:>f 1.1. is. i,O>pi , d!.d tnon anJ there wll 'ull y 1Ul$nult, 

shoot; cllCl 1:111 tho Stid !:!:8 etc, 



1 o.t ... 1 1nt1ff co .... o, ·.:.!:2.'"-' -;;.. .. ....-._:t·,. .. :a;,..,,;.,.H;;~..,. • ..,._ 'i'o..,bVY\.fi!EI-ee~~~-='IU'· 11~'·:.,-.;~l~'"~t;..;..;::.-=od 
.. !:'lr! lh:'ow.):lou.t tbo Unit -.,)tat s , l""~av >!'lC J·orc ro' " •rtojllQd 

to asaist, !;hrougb. lawJ.'!.ll and constitutl..ona1m-:~ana , "'tJ the efforts 
l·'l naid 

of tb.a Ifegro citizens of the Stam o:f' ::1ss1 ~sil>pi 'D .chieve/eq•lality, 
.ot ./fi ~ •1'-"',.,J -!:f.,tGtill 

~~odom and ~a;. rip:l'lt to t•es;id;er / ~ : ~~.},.j~~~~- l :O.ts ~ i!"~:-.qJ. 

1 ~~ 1~1"t>fl !2f u!:l:y "• !n- cienl.ed to tbflm,c_' ~hat , tlur,i.ll[" .. he COJToillg 

v ~.f- P•!l!llllOr o~ robO:: , !!;!:i,il additional vo1.unt>!ler 11nd steff' m-;nbere or 

tv- plaintiff o~o. in res?onse to , ~~0~ other thin s , the ~~3~~ plea 

of the Presiden on the Unit d States tbat the qchievoMant of ~ull 

e;uality for all c i t izens is this country ' s I!IOSt ~~~ee~ implr~tive 

oojact1v.e sne. goa l , t.l!.ll enter th.o State o:C hississippi :!'or like 

and sim1l.Rr ~UI'po3.,iJ ........,. conspiz'ed ;n~ {;ra con3p!rir;Jto.;ather 

to SUbject St.iU ;.,lll to.er and Stl"fi' \.oi'l:ers Of plt:i!'Tti.0 f CQ 0 

the . ..,._.ro citizens o ·.i.:lllis=i.):->i to tho de;::-r:!.vation or th.c:!.::::o 

ri~:.hts , ,;.1·1v1leges and lm:nuni.ties a.s necUl'od o 1" rotocted by 

l;'og o• ~ .;snti f<n:.~r.d.mcnt 1o th!l Constl.tnil. on o" tlm U"li!lted States . 

Anc~·~icn etc . {same a~ 20) 



' ' he-.m, L ~vo 

to '·~ to utilip force, ''1')1-. _ anrl terror stie 

acts !"llrint 1f'fs 

Am~m rnent e . I' 
2l!J nlnin+if'"" "urr 'l" n1'11~'3 •['U\t • .:..r. \U' 1enca 

:)" th1" eon:p"'iscy t\t'lno o•·artr acts th.er o 1 tL!..'I de1'e'1 n-:;.s , 

'll' l'!om o • them ~at!. e ~ ( f ... " ,.(: J ,..,... ) fcAh 
1 Dl' about $..(. ll · 

~9) On Januar. y 24, 1.96?, in TG:•lor11v111e,41 o. ch1n:-ch 

U:ltH:! ,:or vlirl!Jz IJ~;. l .. b>' tign •.ci~i-JCOFO maetines 

-"'l 2 I! ' ir ; 
o1• about 

(b) On l•'e"ll'uery 6 

___/ 



J' tnam, . ,, 

in r , ... ..,,~, to ~m."n'" o+h.,r thln ., , ~he racent 
\ll'g'ln. !>1 .g or the Pres or the . " . that tllo 
ache1 .,..,.~,nt or rull ernralit "or 1 1 cits 
1" t'~!.s c:nmtrs' o J'llo!lt p-I l.ln. erative .on·~stio 
opj ctiv~ F.nd goaJ , 

ron inr~.mat~on nJ b~li ~. ' 0 [' 110111! 

k 'l"in.. h· v )luntear ,.. ot: 

p: i ... • C v fron throu,_.!wut th: ,-r !.t. l 
lf.J(~t f flAk .£(, ... ··~ 

,c-v..·u... 
StPtos 1'1ll c.;; ' t ~lih 

t "":U' ' ::- ho •.lorr~ in,.. u.'lt·nel' +.o ansist i throu,.;h la'Y7ftli a.r.d 

.Jill .JW + e:r.rort l ) tl 

to sub j oct sn1d voltmta~r !'lncl staff ':orl·ar~ o" ;?lri:ttU'f 

CO'QO e.s ··ell os tho !' - . cS. t1 o" !i ss I;) .. h" <li)orivll t1on 

etc ( slUltc as ) 

s ostrr ine·l by "hln court , v ... olonc · end ter~oristio ->eta 

\-lill be tlf'ed t;~-~ .. Q<o.F)A~ b y d0f:enfornts to i!!!pt;td/ O<\tJI' 1 

on and 'lllrasr. pl· intiffs end thn clas::es they r'3pJ'Ps.-.nt 

rror.: "Xerci'lin tll'!ir "undam.: n~cl r-1~hts under • he lnt , 

13t':l, lhtP. nnd l:'th £11lenil:nnn•s , anl li.Jfr naic plcintH'fll 

t' !.11 !=i.n'3ntl:r suffer daa th, per~ons 1 .lnjw•y, p:-operty 

ir1•ap l' i:l-lc i...l ,lW'1cs ::.r: cor. lnu 1D uf 'or a~.o.r.:o , • 1 "!!" 

'- ~'*- 1 •.o •'L -., .!..1 .ecc.t:!L. c! 'J yb:!:e c_ (~ '' GO~ 
f; ' _'!", 

?•"'-
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These terroristic acts were for the sole 

attempting to deter, punish and impede the Negro citizens of Neshoba County , 

"""rJ cb w h I f.< r.v.,.l•" I~ 
Mississippi and throughout the State, as well as the volunteer and 

J.. 
staff workers of COFO,from continuing to exeicise their fundamental 

rights a s American citizens through freedom of speech, assembly and 

association i n their lawful efforts to implement and enforce the federal 

constLtutional guarantees of equality, freedom and the right to vote, 

The defendants and ot~rs ~resently to the plainti~fs un~ . \ 
knotm , co~inue to con spire to ize f o rce , violence and te~ror-

i stic acts ~ impede , deter , the plaintiffs and 

the classe s from e Aercisi ng t heir f undamental rights 
b 'I 

u nder the li'irst , enth, Fourteenth and Fif t eenth Amendments . 

Unless is restrained by this Court and proper 

relief granted, ~inently suffer imm~diate and --=:::l.__ 
' 

i njuries and conti nue t o suffe r immediate and irre~aTable 
j 

__ .t 

.. 

ade q uat() r,emedl( · .. at lat~ either in the state 
',• 

· COurts o f Mississippi or the federalt .. courts. The immediate invoca­

tion of the power s of a federa l court of equity are urgently r ec.uired .. 
to protect f undamental f~deral .. oonst,;L'tution'al ' r ights , privil eges 

a nd immun ities' f rom immediate ~n4. irreparable injury, . . 
2J. JUrthe~ore, this Court has authori ty a nd is required under 

f 
tbe f acts here s e t f'o rth in this c omplaint , to ta!!e immediate action 

' 
pur s ua nt to Titl e 42 U. S , C , s.l969 t.o i mplement and' enforce equi table ... . . ' . . ,, 
relie f aguinst ~~e i~inently threaten ed acts of the conspi rators 

hare ohar,sed , Ti t le 1~2 u.s .. c. s .19C9 p rov1dos as 'to'llol·is I 

'r~r· .v'- rk' {~f..., ~--..-.P~J 0 \ ~.r-· 
I"'\ l,t / 

f;6~ · ~· 
''\) 

. V" ~ Jr;tj ~- -~ ,~ --/ /()- f r N~' v d·-- "1.u. ,.. .J;A I 
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S , 19!39 Cemmiosloner~; appointment o£ persons 
to o20:ecute \•rarrants 

.• ' . 
' . 

The district courts of the United States and the· district 
courts of the Territories, from time'' to tim~ , shall increase 
tho number of commis·sioners , so as to at'ford a speedy and " 
convenient means for the arrest and exd~ination of persons 
ohnrged with the crimes referred to in section 1,987: of 'this 
!itle; and such commissioners aTe authorized and required 
to exorcise o,ll the po\ters and duties conferre.d.. on them' 
herein ~11th regard to such :Oft"enses in ' iil<e manner e.s they 
al;'e c.uthorized by lat'/ to e>:eroi.se ~rith rl(lgard .j;o other 
offenses against the, lalls .of the United Stntes . Said com­
missioners are em:;>oltored , t·ri thin their respeoti ve counties , 
to appoint, in t·rri tipg, .under their hands , one or more 
suitable persons , frbm 't1r.te to time, lfho shnll execute all 
such uD.rrants or oth~~.p.rocess as the' commissioners may 
issue in tho latfful· performance of their duties , and the 

· ~arsons so appointed . s9~11 ~ave authority to summon and 
ca~l to their aid tlie · oy'sta.nders or posse comitatus· of' the 
?rO?er county, or su~h portion ·of the laod or naval forces 
o:: the United'· States , or of the militia, as ~aay be neo ossary 
to the performance of the duty t·rith which they a re charged; 
and such, ttarr ants shall run and be e:otecuted anyt·there in the 

.. State or Territ.ory ttithin .whioh they are issued . R.S, 
Sections 1 98.3 , 1984; 1·lar , .3 , 1911 , c • . ~.31 2 29~ , .36 Stat . 
1167. . . 

.. 
The taot..s s .et forth in this, complaint ~evealing a tdde­

spread conspir acy between cland·estine. terroristic organizatio.ns , and: . . ' . ' . 
' " /,", . 

merabers and oCfioars of state -and local latt enforcement agencies 

for the purpose ot" terror izing, punishing , intimidating and deterring 
• ~ • • f 

Iiegro c~tizens !'rom exercising 'fed erally protected .rights o!' citi-
, :.J.i• .• 

zenship are identical to those 
• 

oontempla ted by tp.,e . . .Congres,s of' ·the . . . 
• ' · f 

United St~tes in enaotins Title 42 v.s .c . , Seotio~ 1989. This 
'h +)-

statute place!! upon the f'ecioral ju.dioiary e du~y . ~Pr.l-.. respoqsibility 
·: . . . \ 

to e nf'o roe the latts p r ohibiting 'crimes against the .~~,x.erQ:!,.sll of' the ... 
electi ve :fr anchise o:nd. the' oivii ··~ig~ta of oi tir.en s as set forth in 

Title 42 u.s.c , , Seoti~n 1987 , unde~ oi~e~mstanoos as here r ev ealed, 

ihis duty: ~resoribed by the Congress, is supplemen~ary to , and in 

no ttay a substitute for , · the duties and responsibilities of the 

E:1ocutive Br anch of the Government to enforce these lat:S nnd to 

protect the exercise of fUndamental rights of citizenship, and the 

Legislative Branch of' the Government to investigate the need t"or n ew 

legisl ation in the area of civil rights and, wher e n ooessary, to 

enact the same . 



Aooordingly, the raots set rortb herein re~uire tbat t his 

Court shall forthwith order tho increase of t he number of United 

States Comsnissionors '~ith such appointed deputies as may be required, 

11ith tho power to arrest as provided by lau any persons threatening 

to violate the orders of this Court or any of' the lal·ts of' tho United 

States protecting the civil rights of oitizehs of' tho United States 

and the elective franchise, and that those emergency United States 

Commissioners or their deputies be ordered to be stationed at all 

times in ovory Sheriff's of'fice in the State of Hississippi in every 

one of' the 82 counties of Hississippi , as 'fell as in all such other 

places as their presence may be required to enforce obedience to 

the orders of this Court and to tho laws of tho United States pro­

tecting the o1Yil rtghts of oiti~~n! an4 tbe eleotl•e francblae . 

~ :JI1'. No previous a-pplica tion for the relief sought herein other 

than tha t pra yed for in the original compla int filed with this Court 

on July 10, 1964, ha~ been made to this or any other court . 

IHDUORB plaintiffs prays 

1 . That a permanent~~~--·~: .. , .. ~7~1~' injunction issue enjoining 

and restraining the defendants, oach of them, their agents and 

repres~ntati vas , and all others acting in , concert 1.-11 th them, f'rom 

in any lfay conspiring to utilize or i!'l any 11ay utilizing force, 

violence or any terroristic aot in attempts to deter, impede or 

punish the plaintiffs and all classes of' citizens they represent 

!'rom exercising their rights, privileges and immunities as citizens 

of the United States . 

2 . That during the pendency of' such injunctive decrees, pur­

suan t to Title 42 u.s.c . 1989, 

(a) an ordor issue ordering ~~ diroct~ns tho increase of 

the number of United Statos Commissioners in the Stato of ~lississippi 

and order ins and directing that a United States Commissioner or 

-- J~ 



•• 

tl.es of citizens or the United states and to provide for the speady arrest of 

ivitl.os in violatl.on of the laws of the United states which protect the civil 

rights of citl.zens and the electl.ve franchise; and that 

('Ill) pursuant to '1'1 t.le 42 0 .s. C. 1989, the said special United States 

Comml.ssioners be ordered and directed to appoint in writl.ng one or more suit­

abla persons \lho shall be required to serve and execute aey such warrants of 

(d) wherever raquired to afford reasonahle protectl.on to all l?ersons in 

their constl.tutl.onal rights of equality and tho exercise of the electl.ve franch­

ise, the said special United States Conmrl.ssioners or their deputies be tGillporar­

il¥ assigned to be statl.oned in any public buildings or other places throughout 

the State of Mississippi where their pvesenoe may be required; and that 

(e) the said special United states Conmrl.ssionars be ordered to report to 

this Court at regular intervals aey and all incidents of violatl.on of the or­

ders of this Court and aey and all arrests, pursuant to Title 42 U. s .c. 1989, 

for sotl.vitl.es of the defendants or others acting in concert with thelll for 

violatl.ons of 1aws of the United States protecting the civil rights of citizens 

and the elective franchise. 

SMITH , WALTZER, JONES & 
PEEBLES 
305 Bar onne St, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

By Benj amin E. Smith 
Bruce c. \o/altzer 

MORTON STAVIS 
744 Broad Stree t 
New ark, New J ersey 

L. H. ROSENTHAL, 
221 N. President street, 
Jackson, Mi.ss:l.ssippi 

be p:'a,y-

KUNSTLER .KUNSTLER & KINCY ft 1, 
Sll Fifth Avenue ..:,. 
Nell York, N.Y. 10017 '., bl 

' J:V 'ldlliam M. KunstJ.er l l.Y- . 
e.., .Arthur Kincy "' J...... ~ ~ 
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