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JUl.y 28, 1964 

TO: M1ss1ae1pp1 Summer Project Librarians 

PR:lM: Library Co-ordi no.tor Virgin1o. Steele 
90lt Nelson Street 355• 2173 
Greenville , Mississippi 

RB: Aooompl1shments , Problems, Suggesti ons 

I e Acknowledged: No prev i ous OO• Ordination efforts . 
Suggest you wound off about it. Would relieve you and me, too. 

II. I ITould l1ko to oi roulnto n resumo of t,he rooponso 
to this communicati on. Ploaso givo your best thought and tho most 
oomploto tnformnti on. (Don ' t bo ashAmod of what you think you 
havon 1t done. All of us have had unforoaoooblo probloms , mado 
rnd{oa! reversal s of dooisiona , otc . If you havo any books out 
tor uso at all you may havo done nobly to get thom there . ) 

III. · Quoati ons (guide) . (Anawor on shoot. ) 

Libtp.n 

1. Whoro ia l1brnry loontod: 
a , llddroaa 
b . doacribo loontion & situati on 

o . givo nppx. room spnoo 
d . ••shelf spnoo 

2. How i s l1bro.ry boing used? 
n. oiroulntton figures , if possi ble 
b . dosor1Ption of uso 

o • hours open 
d. · olasa1f 1ont1on & sholf nrrnngomont 
o, oat.nlog1ng 
r. oiroulntton procedu.ros 

3. Ot.hor comments 

Book Stock or Colloot1on 

1. What books nrc bo1ng used tho most? 
2 , What kinds of books have you g ottent 
5 . Hon did tho books cano to yo~? 

\ 

4. Hnvo you sont any to other plnoes? 
s. Hon many books nro 1n s t oro.go ( indionto boxed 

or unboxod : 
a. sorted 
b , unsortod 

e. mw.t ki nd of storngo plc.oe arc the booka i na 
n. addross , 1f not nt oontor: 

b . spnoo & condition ot plnoo (rnts , lonka, 
mi ldev dnnger, eto~) 



------ .. --..----- -- ·--------.---~--------· 

7. Unusnblo books 
n . ilho.t porcontago nro unusnblo? 
b. \"/hat nro your crttor1.a? 
c . Uhnt do you do with tham? 
d , Your 1dona for discards 
e. Your idoos for good books storod boonuso ot 

lack of room or not npproprinto for uso 

ACquisition 

1. Whclt kind of books do you nnnt moro of? 
2. i.'ho. t ho.vo you written for or unntod to g:»v ir :iq. of 

other librnry mntortnls 

--books 

-mo.gnztnos 

--no'l7spnpors 

--pamphlets 

--pictures 

--college cntnlogs 

--scholnrship & information on nid 

--teaching mntorinls 

--othor 

3. What ho.vo you gotten tho.t wnsn 1 t worth writing tor? 

Sorvioos 

1. Do tho Froodom School tenohors ask tor your holp, or do 
you ini tiA to llDY sorvie o tor th(lll? (Ex , : chocking text
books for portinont mntorial, ns n sociology text with 
nn nooount of tho Chicago moo riot in 1919, or mnking 
nvnilnble John Gunther's Inside USA--one of tho rnro, 
honest, onrlior nccounts ol' Negro lito--enrly ltko poat
'llliii; or John \'loolrnon in tho ~liah Lit. bOoks , ) 

2. Any s,ooial service for voter rogistrntion people, or 
othors'l 

3. Does tho library offer a story hour for children? 

4 . Doos the library sponsor nny book talks, roviowsr otot 

~here nro they hold? 

Are tho tlogro Lito books ( includ 1ng history) presentodf 



Survey or Libr4ries 

Services (oontd.) 

s. 

6 . 
7. 
a. 

9 . 

Use 
- l . 

Do you get your local nonspapor? J 
Would you like to get tho Dolt4 Domoctnt- Ttmes 

(Hedding Carter's nowspapor)? 
Do you havo a bulletin board? 
Do you clip nowspop ora or poet bulletins? 
Do you mark magazine articles about raoo, Negroes , 

Civil Rights , the Movement, etc., and put out 1n 
an opon f'ilo? What is your method~ 

Other 

Circulation . Describe & ost~to 
Adults 
Child ron 
Toache rs , VR people, otc . 

nno is using tho library? 
f.ho 1s not using it? 

Do yoU"Ienon 11hy? 

!'.!ll:.!:,!.9 ipa t ion 

1. Hon much community partic,pation is thoro in the 
operation of tho library. Spooity adUlts, young 
pooplo, children. 

2. proposals for increased par~1o1pation~ 

3. ~o helps you? 
4. Any help trom your own personal oontaots elaooheret 

F\J.turo 

1. What are the future plans for your library? 

Supplios 

1. Whnt kinds of suppli es oovo you usod? 

Nooded? i7anted? 

Problems 

- 3-

Uould you l i st specific problems you've eolvod ••• not sol ved : 

Idona , suggestions , oommonte, news , oto. 

mw.t do you think a 11brory coordinator ought to dot (Speak 
up, you can't be fired you knon! ) 

Yoor Ne&~e 



Survey of L1bro.r1os 

Suggost1ons from oroonv1llo : 

1 . Sholf spoc1f1oot1ons (o 11ttlo loto, I'll admi t) : 

Stan<~ am :1 ns i.fcc 1':'1U:l~.tMml'nt : 9" doop ; 10" h 1gh J 
support:. Erro ""Y --:!rr:'i.:"t. 

( S.:.t-.nd::~ .'(': l~"ll>or Jut i J 3'' :>r ~.C " w~ct"l:J: ot ther will 
do , do;>al d 1.":1~ on y.:H.<r b"ol' C ()l~ootrr·n . ::r g.~.,~on l~" width, 
got it ont. r,o k 11 "9 i <1 t h and PUT, t 030t h01:' U· 0 4 ' t & t ~~ps to 
mol:t. n:>::-o 6 ohclvos . Twolv·) ~r.~b ricl..;'l iA "u r.1r.lo the books 
will hi:.. bollk into tho spoc o bot·'f"Jor b?v} s '1.1.:' !'I'\,,). , o 
ronJ. pr:>bl o:n.) 

lhvo somo s hort shelves 1:::1 o.r 14 , 01 ') r l. l•J ·• ~ i gh 
f o r t oll booko ; t hoy 'ro mor o c.t.cos"!:;,bl o 't.f s~. rt:J ,,,-~ toon i f 
l aid f l-'1.'~ en top o!: cooh ot'lo.... · 

(t.t·.or Ot<lli!lg Bor:.oloy, c.a ll:". t ~c.t 3l.C lf ;i ' zo, 
o•l." eho!.•:ct> 7?ro built 12 x .W . so >-<' 1.r•J c.l.~l: ':J ~L•;::,,r:g b ooks 
O'.l ~,o of t}<C blck g :l}J , or p oc rl.JG u.1dor '..'l'l oo.v0r.. t o ~;c r.. tho 
X'017. ) 

2. UJo fc. ':' hcc.vy , I'!Ol" ·h=.c 'l i 1..-o o~:J: 
r . Ut>o i ns t.~::~J of b-~.cl<'! ! C' r :l!'I.Olf br.r,cJ and 3Upporte . 

(Don ' t &tu:.:l; ll'Oro t no, ~ or ( ShJ1voa on otther 
briok 01· b ..>ok boal!l~-t.oo 11.!~ol~ ~u topploo ) 

b . Uso f or bookends or 'look s '~.>pe o:1 shelves . 
(Thoro 'o!houl d t .r. o~:;>ty ~>;JC CO'l C:i" your s.1nl vos • 

t o mo.ko your c ollcctl=>D mo':', aps: ..>C'li ns, ol:Jo ol l'>Yie 
t o r oasior removal of b ook-; t: ol",cr.s for od,atione . ) 

o . Crofts , (Se e b ol or1 . ) oil throw them awo.y . 

3 . L1bro.ry crnft projects: 
o. . • --cov or & deoornto bricks or b ooks f or b ookstops 
b . - -paato heavy Kreft pap or on 1ne :ld e o f c ol orful 

b ook j o.okots t o prosorve t hom 
o . --mo.ke book jaokots out of wall paper for ol d , 

n om b ooks you nnnt to keop 
d . --worthless books can b o usod tor oh i ldron to 

c ol or designs on tho printed page , ool or i n 
illustrati ons , or pnste pictures in . 

o . --Joke b ooks , or boolr boxos : cut out 1na1do aqunro 
in oentor of t h o b ook s o 1 t oon 1 t be t ol d from 
outside. uso o.s o jonel ry box , t o koop koya 
in , o i gorotte box , g1vo a prosont i n , e t o. 

4 . Exooee books , os novels o f no parti cular qunli ty , or many 
dupliootos: soll o.t a bozoor, or givo owoy. 

5 . s e t up o. Roforonoo Sholf or sootion with enoyoloped1as , 
d i ot1onar1oe , o.lamanaos , e tc . & ono <r two g ood 'boo ks ot 
ovary subjoot o.voilablo (labol sections) . FOr use i n t he 
libro.ry . 

Hogro Lifo is our most pop ulo.r shelf. ThAt term oovoro 
by and about Negroes . The auoooed1ng sections oro mo.rkod 
Liborty (Civil RightS) Pursuit of JUstice 
Eeoo and FroJGd ! co. 



S~y of Librnriea ·5-

Suggestions from Groonvillo (oontdo) 

6. Bulletin Boo.rde 

7. 

8 , 

9. 

·-Shoot of honvy cnrdboo..M , c...: Z::'Om 11 mutroee box. 
Gro<' ory & drug etor os S.:ll'lot i .no:: ho.vo d1 splny boxoa 
o f u s oli\! c ol ored Cl o.rd-..,'X. rd t rot muY.c ,,• .. trootive 
bul l t>ti11 hoo l'de; ot ho rwl.R u ?u1.nt, 04• pu t, €'. c ol ored 
pn;x. r t r 1m or cover on tho brout. C3l'G.bo·.1!'(. . H' ycu 
wi.-.h, Us e c ol orful hoodings or nnr'cur e ·.c.. l .tvun up. 

h dignified grooory box with tho tlnpe cut ~:r ( 3 .r,., 11 
l omoil box) mukee n good mugo.z i nu c r pc.r.rp:1..1.nt f.i. :'.~.o . usc 
equo.res or oo.rdboo.~ (o.s nh1rt co.rdbuo.rd ) :or ·i lvUore 
vrith labels printed on t op C'dg.>,. S::,..-. 1t 1hc.ro:> ,;,t 1'1 
cpo~ , en3 ily l ooked d own ~nto, und Yll&1l~ ~cco>s1bl o:~ . 

Chock c.ho mllGC..2 1noe in your fll,1p:nunts. l':c.n1 €'.ro .Jot.t 
bcco.usc o: e pooific o.rtic oe . J:t . ' s 11or t~ the t !.n1o t o 
l O.:l'k t hrou(jl.1ho tabla O f OC nto·.l'·l': , o:>r got your 
l::no 1.!.odgonl1lo young peopl e t o l oc.k !l.t. tho T of C and then 
to k -> a q·aok fllp through t.ho Magaz i no 1teolf. 

&t r.l' t ho pc.go in t ho up pot- c ornol• .,..i th bright rod r 
r. ~o:l • •.ne tabl a or contents, ll'.lrl: t 'h.e pag e number in 
t.ri:;:1t col or i n upp:~1· r·i ght OJ4'l ocr ~£ the rragaz1no cove r 
( or '.oro o. lo.bo~ tho:~~ ) lO th·l '-'''cr ·~c.n go diroctlr t o 
tho pt.go tram t t.o c :l'iC l ' • l! i gn·. 1 vo1 turn down c orne r or 
tho page or put a tab en 1', .J ~ t bo n1o.go.zine will fall 
opon to tho right place. 

~e just roooivod throe Now Retublics with important 
nrtioloe, ono about Oxford or1on£o. i on by RObert Coloa, 
the psyob1at.r1at ll'ho wo.a there. D1d ono ot our group 
writo for 1t.? 

!.!y own pb1loeoph'lia tho. t uao ot tho bo oka is more 1J11Porto.nt 
thAn keeping chook on ~. r.ho.t 1e yours? 

Sueaest1ons trom Sho.w 

Judy York o.t Shaw ia starting o. L1bro.ry Club whose 1110111bore 
will givo book reportl o.t mo.sa meetirlgo 

A book to.lk on o. Negro L1fe b ookJ or n brief looture on aomo 
aapeot ot Negro history, voll s pokon nod brief, would be go od o.t 
o. IIUUIS mooting. 

* * * 
The Groonvillo Freodom Librory eto.mp roads: 

FREEOOU LIBRAF« 
Road tor F\ln 
Read to Loam 
Road for Froodom 
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