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STA'l'Fl·UNT OF THE FREIDO!I .1Et10CRA'l!C PARTY 

ON S»>. OOOOLAS' CONPR011ISE PROPOSIILS 

Senator Paul Douglas (:O..Ill. ) , in an interview on July 23 on the 

CBS r adio program "Capitol Cloakroom" of fered what he called a "oon­

a!.liatory suggestion" regarding the seating of rival Hiss:l.ssippi del-
".' 

egations at tm oomi.ng Democratic National Convention in AtJ.anti.c 

Senator Dougl as suggested that the National Convention either seat 

no ~liesissippi delegation at all , or t hat a hybrid gr oup be seated -

halt Dixiecrat, halt Freedom Ialocr atic. 

In our opinion, this proposal f ails to deal forthri ghtly with the 

real issues facing the 1,964 National 0on'Vl31tion, because e ither course 

of action r epresents, at best, a compromise with racism. 'lh!.s sugges­

tion in no wa:y r epresents the posi tion of the l•H.s siss:l.ppi Freedom 

Democra tic Party. 

'lb:l basic reason for the formation of the t-t!.sSissippi F't'{.-edom Dem-

ocrntic Party was tho ne ed to p rovide r eprescn tation ff' : t r.o hundreds 

of' tilousands of disenfranchise d Negroes in Hissi s sippi.. Ovt:T t.ho yo:rrs 

a combination of di s crimination and intimidation has dupd·r~::i ·d'.'-ll'. oJ: 

seat aey delegation ~rould, t herr.·f?t'fl, be in p<~.r· t to r<l'r;x·tu.-:.-!.t.: i·.he sit-

uation we have orgm izcd to com':l-,t . 

state party whcs c Q-iht.-rna1~t':i :-:. c1.11llpaign 1i t er :1turc eta tos the~ 

"•• . it long ago sopa-rat,)d i t.::Jolf f;:"lm the N<ltionlll Democr atic Party ;:md ••• 

has fought consl~·l;.;rrr!;Jy '>"l'Yryi.h!rg both national parties stand fo r • •• 11 

des erves oven ono scr ':. tlt ~c 11::\tionol Convention. Nor do l iO believe 

thot a systematic denial of c1 vil r i ghts can be h.:llf'- condemnod, hol£­

comoned. 'lb paraphrase Abrah.mn Lincoln, we are dubious of the V'lll.ue of 

a delegation that is holf sl ave , holf free. 
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