
Bob Koses 

Dear Bob, 

Enclosed is a section from the Congressional Record dealing rl th the 
appointment c4 a special conrnitteo to im'estigate campaign sx;~tures. 'i'hia 
is the COII:littee betare which 11e tiiUSt bring :urs compiaiDt nth re:speet. to the 
seating ot the lliasisaippi Congraasmen. I have had Tillaw and U1ri.am make 
enqo:iries in Waab1~~ today'~ and we learn that Speaker iacCormack has not 
yet appoiate<l the~ ot the comm1tt.ee. nsu•u ncte !:rom the Record that 
in previous years tJle ;wmbenbip of the coad.ttee appeans to haft been \Uiiversal.ly 
right-w:lDg. the coad.ttee., so far as I kcow., baa 11B'VVr functioned undar ~ck. 
I'm net mxre that UcCor:aack -.llld. be more like~ to appoint l.iberw than 
waa ~urn, but it seems to :e t.here's a chame. In arq case~ I think ,ou sho;.J.ci 
get in touch (pre:sumabq by letter) with Reuther aDd c:all hU attention to the 
fact that the camdttoe is l.ike]¥ to be appo1Dted Ghort:q ai"tar the Hou:i8 re­
couvQL1fi2S on ~20th cmcl pomt out to hii:l haw impo~ it is !or us to have 
at least one or 'biro decent :llll!illbers on the c:OI:IIlittee. U we could pull thi:l otr., 
11e•d be more or less assured ot a J1:1.11on't7 ~in our fa.var. lhe special 
com:dttae• as I umerstand it, reporta to a sulJcr_;,JZlittee (Elections) o.£ the 
House Adr:rlni.stration Committee. The subcomi.ttee is compoaed of the c.ost 
ineredibla array ot butardsr !be democrats a:re t Abbitt oE Virg1nia; ~aggoner oE 
Louisiana; Perd.na ot Aentuck;r and Gilila?ns ot Fl.arlda. 'l.'be Repilbllcans a.-e: 
Chamberlain ol J.ttchican, Oo-.:deU of ~- York" Cu....-tin or Pennsylvania and :'eVine 
or Cldo. Three of the four democrats -voted against the civil riibk bill 
both times. 'rae other demo ., Perk::lila o! II. voted tor the c.r. bil.l both times. 
Hehas an ADA quatient ot 7S, wr.ich is hightest in gy. Ee•s the on:Q' uon-coa:zplete­
bastard rumng the dem1a (and I•n aare the ADA rating doesn't tell much--bu~ 
it•s all lve got t.h.at tells a~'"ling at all...) All four or t.l'..e republicana 
voted tar tbe c.r. bill both times. However, ChamberlaL"l has a 0 ADA ratingJ 
Goodell bas an l.SJ Curtin baa a 2$; and D~ baa an 6. 'l'hws t~·e subccmd.ttee 
which will ba handling the repo.1"\ of the special c01J13it:tee doesn•t otrer mch 
hcpe. The onl1" real gJ imr:!Ar is that. the republicans~ t.ascillts that t.'h..ey<J~~e_. 
apparently i'elt it necessar,r to vote tor the c.r. bill, and th(ft!ere, r..;eht. 
!ind it neceasary to lean oor way a bit. If ?$rkins joined them, we'd have a 
najori't7 on %Jab up l\ the subcor:lt:d.ttee. AlJ. this, of CC1n"Se, is hig:.l.y' 
weoulati"Ve• &.t. the$e speci:ll cotl!!littees L'l the ~st, have in:..icated ~1..at 
reoubltcans on tha:1 are not at all l"ft luctant' to e.u:ba..""l"ass det:!Derats about. 
ra'Cis in the south~ even tt;eugh the republicalls are e:xtre:.e O·- nservat.ives ?n 
ne:rytr.!.ng else. o.r co~~ tbe experience I'm ref'errlng to here is on the 
invcsti ·ating spee:l.al cormittee, l"Q.tber than on the reeoi:Cenda~ Gl!bcoW.ttec. 
But, as I said, it.ts a l.L"le of :rpeculat.ion. 

'!he subco:ml:ttee•s ~ Wctlld go to the iUll Housa ~tioa cotr.ittee. 



Hare•s h<Wr ita meui:lership liDed up on the c.r. bill and on the ADA ratings 
(*!Deana voted !or c.r.J ..,.ans vo~ against) 
Da:toc:rata .tievQb l tcana 
~leaon~ Teas -17 ~cbendt~ ~Q, * 18 
P.tt.iaclal, Met., * 83 ~orbett, Pa., * ~ 
Asmam., s.c.. • a Bennatt, M:l.ch.. * 64 
~.ado~* 92 Lipeccmb~- 8 
Jones, lio•• - 20 Chamberlain, ~1 * 0 
'l'homps:Jn. LJ., • lOO Gooden~ u.x.. * :w 
~tt, v ••• - 8 ItTl, ... * 20 
J:;'Verett, -r.m., - .$8 Cort.in,. Pa.,. * 2S 
llaggozmer, La., - 8 Sknbita,. ran., '* o 
Perkins,. I)'., • 7S :o.viDa, Ohio,. * 8 
~ Pa.L.* 100 
Gibbons,_ n&.t -51\ 
.nedai,. llioh.. .. JlX) 

Brademos • Ind.• * 92 
Dma,. aa..- so 

Ire~ th1:llc t.bm-61s not saah use apeculati:Jg aboll't 11hich wa;y t.hl.nga 
1IOUl.d go it • nv got a <*:eat. nport out ~ tba aubeomitteeJ De'ftrthelesa 
t.he partq fPU.'t:t plwl the N!onl sent1'08Jlts a£ sane o£ the d.e::".oazoats could 
coDCei~, it seems to m, g~ tbe thing out on the i'loor or t.be House. 
Th1:t •uld~ ~ couna, depend upcm ••d:n support h'om W&r1' c:o~vable 
lJberal argarrtzat.iou. As scb chatter u tbere's been about. ~Ol"'l a=ong 
l:1.benl. democ:rate,. it seems ~ poae-.lbla tbq'4 see tbis isaue u a raeana 
ot ~their retara dllail'ea. I understand,. tor example,. ~l4~ the 
1'8tand.ats are horriried. a't the prospect. o! Colmar US"~ Clairmansbip of 
nlAta, Clould aa;rth1Dg happen to Saith. We cw.lcl, I think,. o£!er them. an 
~~V to gtrt on 1lcard a l"Qlling ~ I real.l;r don't see that, at 
tMs stage or tr.i."lga, tba7're Ukeq to ti."ld. a buis tor congressional reform 
ntho.1l't. tint attaoldng tbe source ot the d:1t!1c:ulti7-tbe sout.bm:a power on 
the cocmitteea. Thq llll1ght be 1nt.eraatecl 1n :aak:1ng an example ot ~saippi 
ill this reapeot, t~ this ~ bl"ing 80IZe ot the otber sout.hernan 
into ..... l"e8S)nable perspect.j.ve. 

~ 1 ~ see= uuJ1ke:q that we'd nec...S in \ll'J884ting the entire tiissi3s:1ppi ! 

del.ep'tdcn• I t.h1nk we eonld raise eaou-h o~ a storm "to f:r'i..ghtan tl'lOIIl co~. 
Tbay're al.l'eacfT PNt't7lmeU7, Jndt'.,.. b7 W1111ama atta:pt to me;> the upecial. 
COIIIittee troll prying i:ato primariu. Ou the other hand,. :it we JDOUD:t.ed a :simultcmeous 
attack thloOf1gb tbe damocrati.cr cauau,. a1m«\ at. ptt1:2g the i.dewsippiana owsted 
tzooa the parqr,....., might. 1lind up With an acceptable cncpl"'Otldse (that. bi.~ter ward.). 

I have aakf:cl 'falter to begin tooling out ooa9 ot ~ contacts on the Bm 
about tr)1.ng to atr~ the appaintmcnt.s to the special co=mittee. I've a1lk:ed 
.1taa Bolt to d1"att a acmplaint lor !'1ling rlth tbe CIXItlittee. Aa I see it, the 
comp~ would be basad upon the c:l1atrarlchieanent oL Negroes in ~:nasippi, 
and tbe ~ ilmll.i1iit"7 ot tbe elections>¥ itk (primariaa) 1r!lich sent the 
~~ ~ up ~ J.t. tht: same tdme I think we could attack 
~the de!:ocnt:1.c eaucu.s by' allegmg tbat the partq o£ 1lh1ch the ~ais3ippi 
Congasaman are~ 1s not. an at!'llia:te o£ tbe demc:rat;!.a partyt wt.ich makes 
co=d.'ttee and cbair-msh.ip us~. am t.ba~ t.'lere.rore, the ~sslssippi. 
congrea:scen a:re DOt eat1 tled to the consiclarAtion o£ the damocra'tic: caucus when 
it Sllcea ita ass~. I am DOt ,et. !arll1ar With thD proca:tare 0;r which 
tba ci'!al l age 1D thG caucua can be Dtde• bu't will upeat to bavo that intorma't:iDn 
abrJrtlT. I ~ i"ro:a ,.,a., to lear whether ycg approw ~ t.b1a ~~ whether 



- ~--

tl1.c FDP folk e:pp:~o~ it, -r:r..e:ther ~u ~ant ~a to go a.l::a~ ~md l·--u::...~d t.."le thing, 
o: nhet.~er you ";';':;nil eo=eona in Jac!=~n to ha."ldl.3 it, etc. 

It. you and th~ l'D? folk approve, t~ I think you shodd b.~ tJJ.s ~p with 
~ .. :11 at ~ enrli~t oppo:;ot,ln."'ty., g~t lli3 o:pir.:ic.."l on it, ai"ld. fi!".d -;;te-ther l10 1ll 
l-o nll.il"'lg to ccope!•ate. I c:!cZl't bc'Hcva iro•d havo t.'1o sh.:tde oi il ch:!!".ca even 
t<~ croato ar;, ki::1d cf stir nth01.It t:to b~d.ng a-.. rl participat:ton of I~'!l..~, P..c:'J.tir·z-, 
c·~ a., . . I've S"Jr"!"e::rtci to ~alter (ar ratter ha sug;~~S"'-~ to r.:.;;!) ~t h~ r?at in. · ~ .., ... ,.. w..... -

t:;uch vrl.t..'t t!~ !S"i.-CIO legisl;rl:.ivt:: r~9 ~~:i t..t:e Tea'"!'?~ rep_ .:md. <~.1.so -:b..<!tt be. 
r::ent:ion the thing to kt:h. In a<ld·i t.ion to theee pccplo_, I ];;::;,7.'1 v~:r ":ell tbat · 
r;u~ like Ryan eoU!.d bEl interested in it~ <Uld possibly so::;.eo:::te J i ·~ Ju.dge 
~clisr_. s. Cu.."T"~,. etc. · _ , · 

! t..1ink tl-..e ea1!Cus atta~k probably depends upon our su.ccc~3 a~ the ec:N"e:ltio!l 
c:.::d wuld £c~r ~;,.·it~ :::.::rt;:tral.ly .i"r6m. t!-..z·:.. SUCC$ZS. I do not t;;~'"l'!-c tbis is t:--..ie · 
o:£ the elect:.Ons ec-:::;;;;.i.;i.it~c ap?ronch•, I tl'lin!t 7:3 cllo~:ld pl.-.. 'l to ir.':?lC';:!;:lt the 
lntter1 Tfilcther cl" l!Ot t:3 c~ccoed at th3 cc.:nvent!.on• 

Ii' trS succc.cd. w.tt."l tl1e epcciaJ. ccrrrd.ttce appronch, tmra wo·uld fulva to 'be '· 
so=s hearings hold, p_"""bobcy in !assi!!sippi1 by the special co"1.·'t·iitcc . Tl'..a last.· 
til::e this happen~ th.nt I ~0\T of was in lSL.-6 Then a. eroup c.f J!5.ssis:lil'pi;ms 
c!-'taUenged Bi1!;mfs elcx:tion. This was a special. corlttce or t..~c S.cnata rather 
than tha House. '!!1.a7 c:1:.-:a to J.ao!~on in ~r o! 1946 and hold tl~ce days o! 
~a.rlngs. n-..ey- bad sent three i.."'Vestigator~ to lfimd.asil'?i ~aro~~ wc~ks in 
ad.va.'"'JCo, to i.."'ltel'Vi.e'Jr witnesses and c!>~:;>l.a~nants, etc. We iZb.otJ.d hu7\;) to be 
p:rt:gared to go ~:rot".gh ~.11 tJ:-J.s !)al'D.phor.ualla. 1t would be a }.-1:-:d ~repeat 
o£. t.."le Washington hearings, a.~pt th.:lt it. -would be or conoid.e:-abl:r greate:­
politio.al import., I s-..ISpect. 

Itd like Vf11!Y l!!!lch to r"""m your cements on all this as. soon as posaibl.D. 
Will you ba eomn~ this way before long 'l If not when wculd it ba ec.tt.v-enient 

· far m to meet you 'tl".ere 7 

.. · 

cc: 'rill.d.'r~ 
J. Bond 

.J ... Fortm.n 

... ~-. 

•,} . ~-:-:~ 
·:..:~ 

.·~ ... ·m the best 

' 


