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HELEflSE DATE: Jul.y 6, 1964 - NOT DEFORE 

ThE A~Ericun public, by an oVErwhElming 2 to 1, ViEWS with disfavor thE Efforts of 

nor-ther-n studEnts to push for civil rights for NEgroEs in 14is5i58ipp1. 

At thE samE timE, an EVEn largEr majority--72 to 28%--favors PrEsidEnt Johnson's 

SEndinG fEdEral troops to thE statE to rEstorE pEacE if violEnCE brEaks out. EVEn 

among •.. rnitE southr rnrz-s , most rEsistant to t.hr USE of fEdEral f'or ce , '52:'/0 favor such 

action in such a caSE. 

A carEfully drawn cross-sEction of PmEricans was also askEd if it favorEd or 

oppoSEd thE PrEsidEnt's USE of fEdEral troops in Mississippi this fall if statE 

authoritiEs rEsistEd currEnt court drdErs to dESEgrEgatE schools in Jackson, Biloxi 

and LE~~E countiES. ThE rEsult: 78 to 22% in favor of thE USE of troops if nECESSary; 

;:'hi t E S cuth erne rs support thE mOVE by 5.4 to 46%. 

·e F~":,hEr qUEstioning rEVEals that Mr. Johnson might stand to dEriVE political 

br nt fitJ f'rom tht forthright UGE of [[(1.[1'(11 powt r to quench an outbrr ax of vtol.r ncz or 

cnf'or-cc school dESEgrEgation. Four tiLlES &3 many vot crs said thEY woul.d t.hil'Llc mor-r of 

thE Pr r s Idt rrt if hr; SEnt troops to Hississi:ppi as said thEY would think lESS of him. 

ThE: USE of troops, hovcvr r , could lOSE vot ss for thE DEmocratic PrEsidEnt in thE 

South--as much as a third of his pr-r s r rrt 6ocj; rating bE1Ot., thE Mason-Dixon LinE. 

DEspitE southErn dEfections,' Hnd. dEspitE gEnEral opposition to 'thE curr(nt studEnt 

mOVEmEnt, thE SurvEY shows conelusivEly that thE AmErican pEoplE would rally bEhind thE 

Pr[sid:::nt in a shovdoi . .;n OVEr fEderal Law t nf'or czmcrrb of court dESEgrEgation ordcz-s , 

J\r.1[ricans throu.:;hout thE country HErr. aslcrd : 

"This Sl . .mUUEr ,.,hi tE and NEE~ro s t udr nt.s ar e going to Hississippi to organiZE NEgrOES 

to vo t r . Do you gEnEl:'ally app rovr of this mOVE or d l.sappr-ovr of it?" 
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