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RELEASE DATE: July 6, 1964 - NOT BEFORE
The Anerican public, by an bvsrwhclming 2 to 1, views with disfavor the efforts of
northern students to push for civil rights for Negroes in Mississippi.

At the same tﬁis, an even larger majority--72 to 28%--favors President Johnson's

sending Tederal troops to the state to restore peace if violence breals out. Even
among white southerners, most resistant to the use of federal force, -52% favor such

action in such a case.

A'carafully drawn cross-section of Americans was also asked if it favdrzd or
opposed the President's use of federal troops in Mississippl this fall if state
authorities resisted current cowrt drders to desegregate schools in Jackson, Biloxi
and Leakxe counties. The r:sg}t: T8 to 22% iﬁ favor of the use of troops if necsssary;
white scuthcrners support the move by 55 to LE%.

Further questioning reveals that lir. Johnson might stand to derive political
benefits from the forthright use of federal power to quench an outbreak of violence or
gnforce school desegregation. Four timcs as many voters said they would think more of
‘the President if he sent troops to Mississippi as said they wéuld think lzss of him.

- The use of troops, however, could Lose votcs for the Democratic President -in th
South--zs much as a third of his present 60% rating below the Masﬁn—Dixon Line.

Lespite southern defegctions,  and decpite gensral opposition to the current student
movement, the survey shows conelusivily that the American people would rally behind the,
President in a showdeown over federal lsw enforcement of court desegregation orders.

Amgricans tﬁroughout the country were asked:

"This summer whitcz and Negro students are going to Mississippi to organize Negroes

'to vote. Do you generally approve of this move or disapprove of it?"

 Per Belb . %
Approve , , 31 ' -' i ;
Disapprove LYNDON BAHES JOHNSON LIBRARYI -
Not sure — — ot

--TOTE =~



