





feal off At vme spomd in dilepicoted county jails, Thoro was always tho
risk of an occasional beating; lynch mobs and shootings were infrequent
but never unlikely. It beceme apparent thet this was going to take some
time.

In mid-1963 Negro registration stood at roughly throee percent of
all registered voters in the state; fower then six percent of all
eligible Yegroes were registered. It was decided that no dramatic pro-
gress would be forthecoming in the actusl registration of Miesissippl
licgroes until the Federal Government saw fit to enforce the Constitution
in the Sovereign State. Attempts at registration, howsver, were 1o
contdnue. The pressuro on Mississippi from within Mississippi - and with
it pressuro on Washington - would inereass, Programs for the political
education of the Mississippi Negro would be developed., Along with
thelr roguler voter registration activities field workers would be
expactod to orgenize commurditios and to teach them the rudiments of
Domoeracy. The Froedom Voto Campaipgn for Governor in the autumn of
1963 ( in which large rumbers of white volunteors participated for the
Tirst time - undor COFO auspices) proved the basic sdundness of this
approach. Negroes in the state wore sager for politieal activity; they
wantod to registor, they wanted to vote.

Tha U.S. Dopartment of Justics in the meanwhile had not been com-
pletely insctive. The Civil Rights Act of 1960 had empowored tho Depart-
ment to institute suits apgainst ontirc states as well es against indivi-
dual registrars in cases whore & “pattern or practico” of voter discrimi-
nztion was found, Suits wero brought against the registrars of Forrest
end Madison counties, enjoining them from further interforence with
Hogro applications, When Department inmvostigators discoverad pattora
and practice® in some sixty-odd of Mississippi®s cighty~two counties,

a suit was brought against the state itself, chellonging the validity
of tho "constitutional intarpretation” segment of the applieation form.
in extremely important (ireuit Court decision in the spring of 1964
ordered the registrar of Panola County to dispense with both the consti-
tutional intorpretation test and the “dutics of a citizen” section of
the form, At about the same time a constitutional amondmont outlawed
the stipulation of payment of poll tax as a roguircoment for votlng

in Federal aeloctions.

By May of 1964 the focus of the Froodom Movemont political workers
had largely shifted to politieal education programs and stato-wide
commmunity organisation. The Freedom Rogistration eampaign wes concoived:
the Freedom Candidates ran for national officc in the Damoecratic Frimary
on Juno 2, And the newly formed Mississippi Frecdom Democratic Party
ammouncad its plan to unseat the "rogular’ Mississippi dolegation to the
National Demoeratie Corwention, The new party is composed entirely of
native Mississippians, Organizational offorts throughout the summor are
being focussed on the Atlantie City Convention in August.

This is roughly whore we stand in tho summer of 1964, The State
logislature was in a panmie throughout the spring; it has just passed
what is probably tho biggost batch of clearly unconstitutional laws in
the history of this country. The Citizens Council is strongor than it has
over boen. The Ku Kux Klan hes revived in the southwestorn part of the
state, and burning crosses have boen spotted all over the state. The
Hedorman papors have managod, in # few short menths , to foster a
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