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vho lol"As mo$'t oloquant in his. appool.s. for tho mai.:J of r.ou.:to. Wily o£ 
Wo. n Biza.r o stunt::; zooplAc-Od. ot.s.nt'is on isBUos as· 11£' ga-i.I:dllg 
SUIJRart. al"Wa:ys; lilf' c.our.ao, the 'Wl.g\la nb..t t4y af tim- hill 
£alk i"or the. nch phntiii.rs tb,o Dolta., bu..t ti.W 1()!Juld 
e.."lsily ba qooshed by rtising thCl apoet:r:-o of NagrO< pG'Wor tlll.d cillling far 

3cl.'ldari ty-. 

In 1954, -ri..th aG'grgga.tit<>n l.ast under a.tta.ek1 l!'bito Mime:ai 
to organize and inrtitutUimli<z.c. tho st.a 0 s t r:;;, · · t a 

Ci:t:izens Col.Ulcils "ofa:re ro in Indie:noln. UndCI' protStS:Ul'O fram hea­
dom. Cound..ls w _ a s-umi-nfficilll of 
Pablic· 3afety1 oocwcising th .. looked vgq lm!lch 11.kc pcllit•ica-1 

ov mQS't. of the state .. Spreading £.rom tb,e tho Co.uncils 
organiz d all cr;rar .Miss,iasippi· louil!ly thair .mswet'\'i.ng delv:O't;io'n 
to ths prlneiplas af ana state Sove,rc;dgnty, o:nd girded 
f'Q.r tha. contlni; s.tb.e.k on V.dsaiasi.ppi,_ s \•Te.y of ille. 

AlthOUigh tho 1960 Frs¢om RUies WGra shockll1g and spectaci:ll.ar • tncy 
did . nPt constitutiiil a real to tho Mtss.i.seJ.ppj. s.ta :tus guo.. Tb.e lJlck 
c£ l.sst.i.ng li"GStilts of thG Rlclos was grnphio that assaults 
on 3egrogs..ti.on p-ar: s would oot Wiiilrk i.t1 Mississippi as tnoy bad in tQ:.e 
upper a.nd southern All of was bsrd- OOl"'D 
Tho pOitmJt stru.otu.re of td,a:f:,e ,11 as in the state govGr:nm.cnt, 
was to tho idoa. of 2m! ohc"l.ngc in race rclat:lons. The 
governmmrt its alf could tho J;lea vy ... ·handed attAck on 
ridw6rl·• tn the thAt the IT,l.OrJ::J VigorQ'I;Ij,& il.f.l.d brute.l the 
attack., the better :tor :re-clecti.en.. '!hero no political 
base i;or neg · n9 reason It was clQar that 
tho he clom fi&JVOJJWDt no pQsiUvo hondwny :in 1tississipp1 u.n±i;U 
tho ru¢al tion or th.e was cl:tru:lg@d. 

Vat ·.r :rl3gistr.atiet1 ,. thQMQrG" WB'fi chosen .as the pri;fllel :(or.ms of 
a.ctivit'ios in .:the state ., In c:01('!P8.rl.so:n tQ tho m,a.ssivo domons -

tion.5 in tho of the South_ thll prqgr&Dl mi,ld .. 
Voter woutd pe wo.rldng the 
of lu.md:rcl! ... C'.Qn1'ltituticnal lid. t:h tho QlltBpokon a;pprc'VQ]. 
'J£ iJlo ho:iidmit - tllorc 'W£!5 cartainly no natioTLal contrQ'ITEI.l'ST over 
TJl!.jllth.ox- tho ·fc g,rQQfi had tho right to vet a. 

!I'hol'o iims no' ;in ltlssis:dp:p;i. citbar: tho whi to popUlation 
·was in tho that \foting .a pri one f'Qr wbicn 
tb..c cgr01 w.'ls Qbv.i-ously unfit.. Roborl .&ses' voter .rcgi.st;ration dr:i"\rc 
in !kCQMllJ; lftssis:sippl, DJ,ot JlllDb dolancc and :rog;is'h.rars lrl!m stood. 
.:fast for n..Jid White lrTC!lll.tlnbQ"iHi .. 'fuo "bAJ.anoo of power i.n tho 
r •egis"tr<!.tirm of Q:ro:r.rl.'y did. JtQt Xn early 1962 -votQl" 
r-ogistNUon w r !itw.s p.orth .into, tho cottQll counUos of thlll llH.ta, 
and GromllW'OoCi becamo tb(l _foQl,lS of V(')'ber regist.rnt.ien .:.cti'Vity. 
tb,r.; 13J)G'Ct.n.,clii! of qUGlil(l.fl! of wo.uld"'b Negr-o pl'QVo!(:ed tho llhi to 

.into vlg:ilante ?:ation .. this tif&o with tho added touch c:d' 
O!ll;l<nmui\l 

i,l.th the mlilcktTtl &ivfllllcnt wg.rk tore - DEIW 
I"'Q1:'Trl.t.s .:for tho mo:st psrt TJB.t.iva Hlss:issippia.ns, tho VQter 
ragi..s rc.:tton sQt.tloo down to tha long dull ¢.rul ·spree-ding 
·the a.nd purslllLS:icm t ok up mo:st ¢!' tho:ir tilno; a good 



~·3"ll 'li.' .it ""D.E S""'lcmt j.:n r-Q_l,r._:1inc:tae CQl.lll~Jl" jail~. Th.orCJ ~S U'~~ tha 
~,Sk 'Qf an 01lcasional b~t1ng; lynch mobs :and shg.otings -wore .ini':raqu.wt 
blolt n·aver unllkcly~ It 'b(l(Xl.m,l;ll app.a.r~lit that ~.bis WF5 goi.ng .. t.o ~kt>J soma 
tim~ 

7 

In ll!id-l~6.J } ~g.tQ :rogistratio-n stood at rou.gl:Lcy" thr·e~ pai'Icant o:f 
all l"Cgi$b.orad 'V'Q't.-ara in the s"W. te; !"e-w.el" than .s;ix p.;a-c:®t. at all 
elldbia N'Sg.l"'.I'il~ ~~re ;registered .. It Will decided t.b.e.t ··nQ oranJ,ntJ,:e pro ... 
gl'"'SS would. ba fprthoomlig in t h b actu.&l :r.egistrat.ion Q! Mi.erl.-'S:>ippd. 
.tl-&;;gro-as lJJ\ill thn Fod.era.l Govar1li!lOnt saw fit. t.o -anforce- the ·1Co1lJiti -hutio~ 
i+t tb~ 5ovea:-eign SliatQ. Attempt..s at ::r"Ggistr tion, howt,;:Vi:tlr"_. W(ltl'O W 
CQAtiJ!ru~. Tha pl'eSSUl'O on· 1~ttssis:d.ppl. ::lrn:m wi.'thin 1i.S;!J!issippi - «l'ld with 
'1t p;l"~SiilU,"'(l en. W.n.sh:i.ng:ton - 'fmuld :itnel"ei\S£l. Progr~ for tha pdlltienil 
cducittlon of thfl lft:11s:is!ilppi NqgrO would ba tl~t.~Yeloped. AlQpg '¢ th 
~ei:r JrOffiUJlr vat.er l."agis"hl"a:tiQn activ:i:tios fiald wo;r.kors w.ouJA b.a 
~.x:pactcd to. Ol'g n1.2ia Ciilll1!l'.llll'd t:ios a..nd t.-o teaeb. them tho :ru.dilll.Gnts o;f' 
~c:r·•cy . The :Fra0dom. Vllto Cn.ll'.lp&'ign :ror Go.vo:mor in tho t1.1.1,twon o-f 
~963 ( in Wrlch larg.' nut11bGl'S af tfflite~ volu.rrteo:r;s ~:rti.cipa.tud foJ" t.ha, 
i'i:tst tfim - undor COFD lUISpi!ces) .:pl'a'Va~ th·o: b..'1.rlC stlUn,dnass of thi.5 
11:ppro~ch. N~:ro-cts in tha sta ta wul'O: e.!lft0·1" :f'or poll ti..ca.l actin tyi thuy 
rwan'tfj'.Q '~a r.e~P.st.or ~ thay wnntgd 'b.o v:ota~ 

lha U.s. fupr.I.l'tlll0l'lt of Justi.ca in thtJ ~nmrl.l had nllt been oont­
pl.etcl.y i.nz·ctivo. 1hu Ci'V'i2 Ri~1l.ts Act of 1.900 had e.mpowart~~.d tho Deparl­
nwn.t. to institute suits ag_lli.l'l:st tllt.r.ti~a statos. as rall as @ai.rlst indin-

wQ. regist:l"ars in oo:ros 'tiber~ .e. ~.p. .. ttl'il'l'l. :Qr practice:~ of vatol' tti:scr.im:t­
nation ~•as eund. Suits 'W'fl:!'O' brou;,ht .a.gainst thn rQ{J;icstrin'G c.r· i\'l-~~5-t 
e.nd .MBd\.son :c.ountias ,, t'1l1ljcrl.nin~ t..."~-u:ml f'ro1'1i. f'ur'th in.tel·for onca l>i.th 
.No~p appli~atio:ns,. l'~llln Inpa.rl:mant.. i.mostiga. tor,s di:soovW'Iod 11patt.a~ 
em! prli;e.tiew~t i.:n soma si.:xty-orld of His:sissipPi ~ s oighty-two• ca,unt1a~ • 

suit .wa,s bl'ough.'&. aga:i.n!lt. ti'ls stato i t.s lf, challon~g the ~fi.!.ll<ll :Y 
nf the • c.o:nsti tuti.onll.l i.ntorpl"'ei.atil'Jnn sagment of tho appliCO!tion _t;9~ • 
.lm -a'XtVGlll6ly i~ol"tP.:nt ~.aui. t C€1tl.'r"t doci s i.on .in tho sprlng pcf' 19.64 
-oxd'!lr~d tho 'l:'Ggiat.r:il.r· of F.a.nola County to cti.S"pfJlUII'O: 1-Ji th bo-th the I}OAGti­

tut.i..:nnn.l i~ta:rpro.tation to-st. .and tha ~da'tius of' a. ci ti»Dn·l &lil'Ot.ion o.l 
the .J:'Qrl!l. Ai>. abou.t :hha .sa~ time a llH:lohS'ta..tuti.onal muondrncnt out:l..nwEtd. 
tbo stipuJ.aJ..ion c! po.yrtlQht of' pall true ns a. roquironlfl!lt .far vot1:16 
in .:ledQr-al olocti.ons .• 

By Nay of 1964 tho f.oeus of' 'tha F:rOfldcnt Movootnnt p.calitica:l worknrs 
h~d :J..al'gal.y slrl.f'ted t.c,. poli t.i.enl educmtion progl'nmlil and s-ta.."W-... 'Wi.c3o 
~omrtUni t-y Ol"E:lLni2io9.tion. Tho Fr.o.edom Rogistratidn ~sn wt.!.S oanccd v·.qd~ 
th-o Freet'!om Ge.ndirla.t.as. ran f"or nationn.1 o:f.fice 1.n the lbmoar.l.t.i.l:: - rlmal.oy 
nn .Juno 2 • .And t.na. runt"l:y ..formod Mi.srlsnppi Fl.'"oodom JlL1nroQl"•.t.i.o nrty 
rtrmou:rlced its plan 'ho· unseat tha 10r~nl" 1~ .Missis.sip_pi dS!lQg~t±an to t:.~ 
Nati:onal. ::!):;)lnocl:'.a.tic Convt~ntion. Tho now _pnr-t.y 1s C:OllijlOSEJd o.nt.i..J:'Dly o.f 
:mttivo l'ii1> si•ttSi.)lpiAns. Orgn,ni.u tioron c-ffrn:·t.a throu.ghau.t. th,a !iiUJ?JJn:Jr ~a 
be;i~:.~g i'neussgd on tha .At1.mrl.ie 1Ci. ty ·<»nv.antion in AngMt. .. 

I'hi!3 :is l:'o.ughly whwe · 1om stn.nd i.n tho sllllltllln'·· af 1964. l!h~::~ Statr:iJ. 
lagis}A:bure '!>1ll1i in a p.."tlti.c thl:'~\lt tha spring~ it h"'s joot p(;l!jaod 
wlHrt i ~ prabn.'bly tho b1ggost.. be. tclt cf eloarly" '\Ulaon:sti tu.tJ..Ii>IiF:it1 laws in 
t.ha his,l;oey .C this eonn.wi)". The Citi.z.ons Council is C~trongo.r· th.{l.n it bas 
ovmr 'bol3n. Tha Ku. nux'IG.an· hes rmd.vod in the soutnwa~t.orn part lli' the 
s Lfl.:t!3' iJ,nd lmrmng crosses hnvo 'btn1ln apo-ttad a.ll O"J[m"· thll srtatj;):;. Tho. 
Redt~rm.'ln· p~.:po~ b.r).vB mann.ged., in 1 f"aw short JDOnths , tn fostar .a. 
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