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IECLARATIOH OF IHIEP&NmHCE 

PALl·GR 1S CROOSIHG, HATTIESBURG, NlSSISSI PPI 

ST. JOliN Hi:THODIST CHURCH 

In this course of llU.'lliJl evcn,ts , . i;t; hi\:J ~beoP!J)O necessary for the Nc:rro 
people. to brenk awny from tho customs \·rlt:l.ch ' have made it very difficult· 
for the Negro to :::ct his Gcd-'fivcn ri~hts . He, as citizens of 11ississippi, 
do hereby state that all people should have the ri£:ht to petition, to assem­
ble, and to use public places . He also have tl!e r i:::ht t o life, liberty, 
nnd to scelc .. happiness . 

The :::ovornment hns no ri:::ht to mnke or to chan:;o laus ui thout tho 
consent of tho people. No crovernmcnt haG tho ria): t to tal:e the l m-i into 
its oun hands . All people as citizens have tl1o r i:;ht to impeach tm :::ov­
ernment Hhen t heir r :i8hts arc bcin:: taken m1ay • 

All voter s elect persons to tho zovornm<lnt. l!:vcryone wst vote to 
el ect tho person of his · cl:.oic<l ; so \/0 h<lreby· state tha t · 211 persons of 
t \1onty- one years of nzo, uhothor black,.Hhi to, or yell ou, have tho ri:::ht to 
elect the peroon of their choi ce; and if this person docs not carry out 
the will of th<l people, they have t he ri:::ht to al tor or abolish th<l gov ­
<lrnment . 

· The Negro doos not have tho ri~ht to petition the :::ovcrnment for a 
redness of t hose :rriovances : 

For e qual job opportunity. . 
For bet.tor school.s and oquipnent ~ 
For bot·Ger recrea.tion facilities . 
For more public libraries . 
For schools for the nentally i ll. 
For more and bet ter senior collo:::os. 
For bettor roads in Negro communities . 
For ,.train~ schools in t.~e State of Hicsisaippi . 
For more tre:::ro policemen. .. , 
For more :;:unrantoe of a fair circuit clC'r k. 
For integration in colleges and schools. 

The governr:nnt has made i t possible for t he ui1i to Llnn to have a mock 
trial in t ho cnse of a Negr~. '-s death. 

The eovern~1ent lUis refused to r.Jake l aus for t he public good . 
Tho government has used police brutality. 

~ . The government has imposed t axes upon us >ri thout representation. 
The (lovornn10nt has r efused to aive tho Hezroos t he rizht to :;o i nto 

public places. 
The oo;overnmcnt has mar ked our re;::istr ation forms unfairly! 

He, therefore, t ho No:;roos of llississippi , assembled, appeal to the 
:;ovcrnmont of the State , t hat no man i s free Wltil all men are free. 
He do hereby: declare Ind!'JPCndence from t he unjust l aus of ~lississippi 
uhich coii:flict ui th tho United states I Constituti on. . . . . . . _: . 

. .' . . ·: .· ... . ' -... 


