DECLARATION OF INDEFENIEICE
PALIZR'S CROSSING, HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI
ST, JOHN MITHODIST CHURCH

In tlds course of lmmcn events, it has become necessary for the Negro
people to break away from the customs which have made it very Aifficult
for the Hezfo to ot his God-ziven rishts, Yle, as citizens of lﬁaaiﬂsippi,
do hereby state that all neople should have the right to petition, to assem=
ble, and to use public places,  lWe also have the risht to life, liberty,
and to seel: happiness.

The ~overmment has no risht to make or to clm.n*fe lawrs without the
consent of the people, MNo government has the 1"":;4 t to take the lawv into
ite ovm hands, All people ag citizens have the risht to impeach the 7zov=
ernment when their rights are beins taken away.

A1l voters elect persons to the zovernment. Evoryone mst vete to
clect the person of his chioice; so we hereby stote that 2ll persons of
twenty-one years of ago, whother black,white, or yellow, have the right to
elect the person of their choice; aond if this person does not carry out
the will of the people, they Iure the rizht tn al ter or abolish the gov-
ernment,

' The Negro doos not have the risht to petition the zovernment for a
redpess of these grievancess
For equal job opportunity,
For better schools and equipment,
For better récreation facilities,
For more public libraries,
For schools for the mentally ill,
For mors and better senior collezes,
For better roads in Negro commmities,
For traininz schools in the State of i-ﬁssisuip}:d..
For more Nezro policemen,
For more suarentec of a fair circuit clcrl
For intezration in collegzes and schools,

The governrent has made it posaible for the wixvite man to have a mock
trial in the case of a Hezro'!s death,

The government has refused to mal:e laws for the public good,

The government has used police brutality,
T . The governnent has imposed taxcs upon us without representation,

The government has refused te give the Nezroes the rizht to 7o into
publie places, ! :

The zovernment has marked our registrotion forms unfairly,

e, thercfore, the Nezroes of llississippi, ossembled, appeal to the
govoernment of the State, that no man is free until all men are free,
e do hereby declare Indppendence from the unjust laws of bhssmaippi
vhich confliet with the United States! Constitution, ok &



