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Plffi"OSS, El:iJni~tion of myth of migro docility 

Jean Otley #l 

' - '10D1NTIOW: A closer look at t.1e h:i.story of the Negro protest movement, which 
u.~mc;m· to most goas bsck i;c ',;i13 ba~innina of the slave trade. Slaves pro
tested the~ bondage in m-;.n;r ways. Ai'.l.'icans of every social background. from 
princes to slavaa r.ere sold, or captured by kidnappir.g and put up for sale. 
'.Ii1e.re ;;era ll' .. ariy 1\J:ric.;.n lei,'.ic:rs aboanl. the slaveships • 

Onbuard tJ.,a &'.tip, the-,r lsebe.Ued 'lccl co:imtl. tteci. suicide; insurr.:ctions often 
took pl.s.ce at sre ~ hence- thll need fo:: c-.n~i;s. Ia tl1e 1:c:r \'l'orld they planned 
a.,c. e:wcutei revolts 2.nd upr.;.111~:;, oi'i:en s11cccssiul:ly fJ.ee:'..t~g North or to 
refuge amor,s th"' Iur'.J.an::;, I£ 'c;he;;,· 001.:l.Jn t t, they delib-ara tely worked slowly
~d pooi•ly, Wil:~ (l(¾st:'oylng ~,:,oJ.n anci t,:,c.il" ~l wo=-:.:0, They ran away tem
por.u'ily to e.>;,w t'hw.::-0:-:m,1-s -n-J. !d 11-a~ man, or fr.Bir n~,born rather than 
see them r;row'llr-' in ;;~ver-,r. S,·~'.J,~i,1.i t:, 11.as .f.:;::'.:;:113.'.! cs a rr.eans of protest. 
R-9billl.ic:1 t-w,s n.a-ver f~• i'::!'cm t:lu:ir J'iU.1:.,t:; ,, 

D1 .. .a-w;1 \'\P a list ;,! ,;,if,.:;. I,;, tr .. e stUil ... ~-~$ .. 4..1:1.--g~~ th'l sle.·r.::s WeJ.'"3 li..lc.eo 
The.., cc.~x~ :tt 't("l i.!t tts hist.O!l'lea.J. J:"~~~5 ... 

:-:A.IN LESS ON 

As the c:lomez cior.:loped, so di<l {•'n :1t.-r~ (l£ fr.sadom. Th£ namaa of Gabriel 
PJ:-esser, Net •~·a2r an,i !;em.e.i•!: Yosey baca.:;:n syr.o::lv'ln:>us 1n th insurrection. . . 
DENi-:.'\r-.x :n:sra, a· c;!.?pc,niei·, who h3.e. b.:,;igh':. hi:: o .. -n f::-a~o:n the year of Q.;briol ts 
L.; .. ;;-... .f:. ::"C#b~llion; -p,.£.rJ-?L"!! cttr. of the ff.i"eaW!lt rc~-olts against the slave system. 
It cid n:>t rc,ach 'the 1n;::>por~ions o~ i''.;it Tu...-µ3r's rel;2llio.'1., but it was well 
p1"m~ed and higi-.ly ::>rf;~m:i.zt'.d~ 

L.::c~utG he ~c.J well ·~:-e-velled £:.r,d .::Cuez.~~~., i.t..;; lui...: .. of th~ slava revolts in 
'.";;;.:'.ti, tho Fran~Ji Rsvo::.ution, arui t:l;; ;:'w;o!' over th,; Mi:::som-! Compl'omise. In 
othar r1ords, h2 knzw the proer of common action even ai:101,g slaves. 

;.;-;er ~fl! ta tir,,3 an;i p:!.an.ung amo:n:,: the :>1av;;:s" . ai·ollllli Ch3.1•loston, f01• i"i ve yearB 
v, • .:~o hej,p of a fellow carpenter, ?etc~· ~0:1--as Vese::r recr-.uted all the slaves 

_ .;: to fight tor their freedom, but a'uo:i.ded tbo housa sarva.nts who hadv~ 
to lo:;e. ,l'IOM3-



AJl-!: 'l\) undoi:-:;i·:;'illld iha ro1-E: of t,h- U~ound IlaUroad in gaining and preserving 
,.-o-ooi:m re.· F.cn of col.or: 

INTRODUl'l'.!0?'; 

M:iey ::::,~•~s oa£017a the Ci'lil. Wa: W"\re born free. others ,,:ere given freedom 
b<J ::.'1'3ir c;;mori; r,r ;,ought t.he .freedm cf tr~~~ i'amilios. Til.a llnci£rgro'llhci Railroad 
s::rred tha :;;.r.vc.s of· 1;.~ S<>uth {a:id 'le:..,~) ·,:'::cc •ie'!:':; ~r.i.lling tha risk their lives in 
er.ohnnss fer .i'Ned~~,, !-'..i.ey-cf. t-he wc;n-.n &1:.e>li·::.ionist-s used th:;iir haws as way, sta
tions on ~ ~•cu·t,ss e>f. t:-,e 'Jnd.ergro::..-..d r,,::,.< J "'oai. ?a;r!":<"-~S tho bes',; way to find out 
he;;, tm t'nt\e1:erou."l:I £.:.:i.1road opexatccl i:s ':he 1;1:i.~-1,~:1 •i;;ne li.ves o.f Harriet Tubroa.n 
anC_ oth~:. .. fa:lflo~ concl·.:ctonc So.;isrnora 1;i1ite, cO'.ilo v~era i'rea Negroes - all were 
aooi.iti.c:'l' ::its 0 . .,,. .. , 

Qln'::<:X:::C\l P3R::CC: ru.a 
er.:,· qw,:it.Lcns s ~dar.'~::. 

period oho;u.d i;:e 
:.i...e1lrt ha~ ab•~ut 

r.,.; 'o:•i,;f: ez possible; but should cover 
·t:-.:-; ?rti~-.ic. ·..:s ?~'1"0.graP:,t(\ 

.B.:.rn c. ~l;o:ve4 fl.c.:r-.c-l-:'&. ~,b-J~.n £J£~ t-..'>T-:. lfdr.l!.1r~ i:,J.&...1t.ation, leavt "!? her hus-·----------~---·- .. . ....... ~ bc.'Ot!. aoo. f~l:~r :.1c~.r-i.: W' .. 1.::m zr .. 1:1-~.:,f .. i:•, .ic '='~· ~.:tr Czic.ij~e~ u-=m.~ 1;.-lth h~r. Ba.cause 
fet..~ \_)VC::t-c.£.~ t:.:.1.3ltl t.~,y t~~-."~ b.'.lc~ to c~ . .;i.\•'.:):. • 1~11.:i <;~.uz~ l:Jz.rriot Tuhr..an to carry 
e. f.;\!:l wi. t.t\. i-AJ: ... : on 1:.ll n-:.1~ "t,ri.:):J "t~ t:\:: s~-.~r···, ,;::, ·::i::~·(, if ,.~-.:, &la-,,-.; .fnl.t-urod she would 
ci.'t..r-u "'t!t 1'lo~ p::.sto: a.n.tl. =~Y, , ... f:JU t l1. ~J r:, ~..:: _ ~ ui& .• '~ Tha al ter:ia t1 va chosen was 
al.wo.p~ £ ..... ecdv:TI~ 

=, ·~ z:.z:;;os ,.,l!!l cilo,~r.;. f:-::cd.~ 
To u.zc fhe o;•:.m r:n,:l t1•3aut -£L.iost. 
ir,. thg ~s;~: o! rr~ .:n ~ .:mcl la-~:· .frc,1i. 

l:uc, c:. lt;,l-~ Q.1c:. c.:..r:egerow, j ou:."lr.>y out of the south. 
certain c~-?tur~, so tha way to freedom was always .... . ... .. .. 
•i:,.,"}.: Lt.Z.a"'::'!1 _g.:!.1,,;l,. 

1•L!:, CA-t:~lr C:•'":1.t-\iht\:>\1.(;f ,-n-;-3,,-,:p~.. o-:cr. ~'li~ 5.n tt"e t...:..l'k o! night, o::i ninet3en 
F:i!:O!."&-'w 'L"!"i;;,i int:,:.. ·e~ .._:a.11,::;~::-o\:S Scut.:1> [!arr:tet ~ci:c.i:.:i glrl.Od :i:.-.1ra than 300 slaves 
to T!:r:J~i~Ci.1., i:lclrO·• r,~ it;,;.~ :!&Cd pa;r~:1.t-0,. :t 

(-:,_,.,,r., ..t'L'<~!r.: .!}o::29 "l-.. Fic'(;:-,ri:.l H:!.otOL".f :lf :.~ il'::gN ii', A,1'.erca II hy Ia11,3ston Hughes) 

'l'l.1P. tfti:~;;1-~~.ric itllrO:"l.d ~trotch'3c:0 Sen-th~ ~t~:.tl-"_1 .an:l ii-:est. T:10 1::2.y stations 
1:-a~a a~y p:iE..~e f'r:!.ondc ,ma :;,,..-,.o:i.·:.c.:.,;t:-,·a ~01DJ.! p:roYi:.!l t,iding p~s. For the fugi
·,,:_i .. ,e s'.111~0 01 .. !,:e.3 nen of !:Ulo!' w:'io wBre n.e~:!.r:r; ill9~:!. :::1;.·t.m~a:-·(.:1e~c. .... ~.y s·t,a. .. 
t:i.O:lWWC!"C :,f.ten th~;.- only eio;r.•c:-. of r.tl.':.zr;o. 1-iz:r.,o:-cellars, churches, woodsheds, 
c-.v13s., t.reet.ops_, w.r.c,.-z~ m:l:l~ !.;.J.,,, 'cott.r.s, • ;tl~. sal"\'ed their -,iurpo~30 rlhite abo
li. t:io.nists arJ.C. f1--.Lcnds llcre 1.nvalu~.hlo ,as t:la: · cf·~~:1 ~soed as sl.a11Sowners to gain 
~.1 ~ Ci!" t1~t:ir ~fiL"\V~s.. 11 .; 

»a.r~:io-'~ T1ib=n.a11 dEscV-1~.d. th9!.i: .,.o s. cc-r!nr:.~~o..: c,£ ti12 ~'ail.road, she never r3n her 
tm..:,. ni":.. ·eh.J t:s.-..ac~ o~ 1-,&~ a ~ass~iott., 

1:1 ,:.'ae So1..-tl, r.iost s:~.e;., di.i..1:,. 11:..s;-,i :.~. • ~'.!.:...;r.~ l;.:, ;:i,31p the;n0 They followed the· 
0"=;t\.1~!!$ to lre~ ·t:1e bJ.ocC::,t~u::i:~~ ct:· i:J".oi!• ~!:'al..). ~.:1i C:.i.!\.:::,;l~d .Lor Dehwaro or Ci.rt..cinna.ti 7 
t.'i,1 •:-:.,·tor:i c,scac:><l ro~:i:e,. ~,~ t1u.,k:.::-:i :-'.:. •) ::.;;,·ayr ;;'.J.:~::,g to help t.h!llll fi-c.n then on. 
Wi11 ;ti.lll 5td.D., a freo l;.:g::-o, ru:itl <ecr-:-.·;.~-..7 ot: th!? 1i'J.l.:l.r,ance O=iittee, kep,!; a record 
ot all -;;.~ l•,~.ss~nzcrS'' or t::c.~:-cl'.n..~cii st a iiho ~,:o iii'lro:izh his 1-1$.y static::,. in. Phila.del
phi:.u Ia!...o.:' :.m ,.,1.!c.~e a ·oco:t: called t,.ic, tltf:1d?.l.b.:01'cl n.~fi-,.,oc.c!.Ho 

1·v io i ... n1ie:"t'l, Y"-.l;tt, ·;;.~ :':01°/.;\ t}1a•I., tr.t. t},'J.'.l:.:r:;.:; ·~~~~ b~~ev~e. in 11non-x·asiotance 11 

\.rb:L<:h. is r.i"'i+ ·~.ar to ~t:>-:-i-\!.olc:nea_.., 1:.;~~:,. tt' c. cy cond:;.c.to:'s l\'ho did not cc.ny arms 
fr do.f'l!l.;il • ;air.st tb& , ·j;,v_, :':....itl.a::'l .~::l ,,oll:::i? ·11:10 w•.re cor.stantly sear.::1".ing 
i:01.· s:Lavea and u-ea ~/eg-,.-oec to c:l?.ptura fir..• rava1.<d.0 

. ' 
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()L..her famous conducters were Charles llay, Gerrit Slllith, Stephen Meyers, 

r. ~ J. w. Loguen, F:rederick Douglass, ani Susan B. Anthony. Some like John • 
Fai..'.:ield were killed. William Whipper, a free Negro of Boston, Samuel Chase, 
1::.-::::r Li."lcoln•s sect of tho Treasury and Samuel Burris, a fearless Negro conduct
or all added to the widespread network of way stations along the Underground rail
road. 

P'S\TF.1T,.: 

Discuss the Fugitive Slave law and its effect on the Underground Railroad, 

l. It no longer was saJ:e to just flee North, 
Canada had to be the goal for the conductors and their human freight. 

2. T'nese•rofugees· had to be helped in Canada and Harriet Tubman begged for 
food, clothes, homes and jobs for her charges on unfamiliar soil. 

3. Frae men of color couldn't testif-y in court if slavers or constables · 
took them foi· the foe the:,r could get f_ram the Federal court. By-18$1, 
widespre1:1d disobedience to this Federal law caused Southern_ slave holders 
;to lose faith in the Compromise of 18$0 which included the Fugitive Slave 

Law. 

l:. Boston played a leading rol.e in the defiance of the Fu,.oi.tive'Slave I.aw. 
AlthoUgh they failed to save the freedom of a fugitive slave, Anthony 

Burns, The Boston Viligance Committee which portected the rights of colored• 
persons, highlighted the cause of the slave·nth the help of Robert Morris, 
the leading Negro attorney, Richard H. Dana, Jr. and Charles M, Ellis. 
T'ne rallying place was FaneuU H,all. 

'!'he o.uestion of bee or slave is still with us. Until all Americans have 
acceli3 to all of their rights and related responllibil:i ties no American :!lcs 
free. 

PC.SSIBU: QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

1. Is thair any COlllparison of the Underground Railroad and the FreedOI!I rldes, 
sit-ins, pray-ins, wqde-ins and work-ins of today? 

2. ·Is it an extension of tbe same fight'? 

3. Do you think the non-resistant approach of the Quakers is still good? 

4. Compa:e the resistance to the fight to end segregation and discr:i.Jnination 
in the South ·with the resista.hce to the Fugitive Slave I.aw. Are bad, un
£air or unethical laws effective? 

>• Do you think disobedience of the Federa:L Fugitive Slave Iaw gave assistance 
to the fugitive sl.aves? It yes, Why? 

6. In 1-rhat way do you thing this contributed to the events leading up to the 
Civil War? John Brown's raid? 

7. l'T.::at J.ms in South Africa cause people to resist their enforcement? Wey? 

:, ~,a;i,S '.i'O JU:.U>: 

11A ?-.:.otorial History of the Negro in America" !A."lgston Hughes, p.$2, 102, 1291 
nw.:; & 'l'ilr.aa of Frederick Dogglass" by l'rederick Dogglasa 
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lesson Plan: '!'ha A.'1cient Hi:ri;ory- of Africa 

AD{: The·a:m of this :r.e6:;cn ::.s: 

1 0 To !?Oif.'.; oir.- tllc. e:::· et£~e of ancient ci viliz..'t'vions in 
Arricao 

2 • To c.•..:i,c.J'..:i i;, .•• -::.: ·i;!:.!t Ai::-·;.c~r.D '1:r:,re "'-ivi.lizecl. 11 long before 
their co:'ltac~ ~;:. t,,.~ 2uro;s:;.r~, atld. 

3. To dis:,e:.. '!).lo ,~,yt:1 ~-. "ti ,'tJ,iro .. ~Ti cane anci. A.frican are 
peo;,le-s ,,;it,hcut. ~ :ri.sto;:')"'" 

Al)pl'oae.i: The approach is no'.; ~o ~,j!- ~te e:lL 11.fric.:,:1 hl.;,tco~-:.· to e.xaggerated 
heights, but t.'., presen1. c,~jf,ct:L-.~_;;, t~ ch"'lr~~~ a..-id weaknesses of 
an ancient civ.Ui:;;nii on cf Ai"ric:« {z,.<\2i) ~::: .. r(;'.pl'i!Scrr"...a.t.i.ve of the 
lJl&ll1 other ancient. 1:ined.~& . ,r;-1:: ~:c:rt~nCE :;-~· the ot:.~r 1,:ingdoma will 
ba doc\:l'lented. ?!o a.tte;,:pt a,o'Jl~ h!? ~.:i~ ;,o tea~h tho students a 
large body o:f facts• 

~ore begi.nn:l,n11 this l<n-~on 
last bisto.t,y los:,un:. -;o ::.., .. "tt 
last week's lesson, 

1·-: t·,:.:-:.::: :,,._..,..::J~l:;/ th.3 m-al.n points of the 
.... ~-:~.)l.; c.::.. ;c,ntlt1c.it.✓ .. ~nd 1,jO reinforce 

S~gasted opening: It is ;?U:!~W-!,!!'t. tt~" -'."if._ 1J,·~·~:1t.:~ .-~fl."''H 20 tn~ ~1J?orbnca of 
African his·i:ior_y -~ t'hc:::J~lv(:3; o.cc!. -~Ls iJ1Yt'}crl,,i<Snca of iiiudyi.rlrf it in 
tho Fr-eedOlll Scho~J.s, 

A sui t.l.ble opem.14: lot' ·i;h., .ii.us~ pn_i;,.;);1 be cte·,relop<.d which stresses 
the relevance of ~1l!l ottoi~~-t r-~11tta. .. _., r..;bl. ::,,;t .. i11pt:$ -'vo :i.L~ease t.'le mo
tivation of the at;u.tl~r~::,s._. i,:~_:_:.3 -::.L-:.: .. fa•a::1:!:.:: ,::ilJ. o!)\,--::.o"Lcsly develo_p 
hi ft' ' .. . b. • . , . . ,... . ,. -~' "--• s own approa"C,t. .. '\A) -..,:M.:; ,r:-i ... ,-;:,=., : .. ,: .... :i: JU.,!",~,;. .,..,a-c, eo..:;u_ CilG 1¥..LI..J.. .....,a." 
out th& reaso~ ,r!sy -the st\·:.:l.-r ot / .. '.:rlct..:. ~-:id. tif:-~"o hi.sto:.7 is impor-
t.int. 

?,.,;;,;; of tho losson: 

/ 

-r. Does Afl.-l.e,:,. !:,.;i.,,~, •• 1,_.,.,-;:..':'.·' 
a. Dis-:..~,,.js.i.v::, ~·-d ( . .::""J:'.:.\..:~-~-l~ .::..~ -~1\? 1J.:·t~.~ ::~:-'Xi s"t,ats,.."n~nt that · 

h.I:1.ca!W :i.od ii~:-r1~· J~i.ll,ic:i.:--i..•J ~..re a peC1pl0 ~ithout a history. 
bo Er.:.of r::.~~,;.'",z::ncr: tc., i:.:\..) ~.c~:-;lr{; ::.:1be1·:1st ?-'ilOn& scholars and 

· ot~1;.rs 111 -Lhn ,-.~,c~~t l"JJ ;,;-~c.,:.,_7 cf Afr:t.ca ,.. 
· .:;,.a.locate 7f;.r.;. :tcJJ,-.1.:-:.:~. :,··.: ;i.·~:. o~ :;, - ::..:.l {c•~;.tr or.a: on tha b:lack 

beard if it=._.t.s c1 : :~.,1.c2 1....-.: -'·ot -;;:,:~:1~ .. 1,19") 
Ghan:., i'~l5., Sc.;1":-i;:,y, n·,ltr "'!✓-- 2:1:-;>,:f:.~:rn. ot·~e.- iL!pc!'tant em
p:t.res could b ~ :r.o.: ~·;,,:o. 

b,.Jl\te the i1irpr.1:•t.-'>#1t+. ~;,:.ro: .. t-;• -·~f:':\,~i'lf:~. -~o fallli~ uf,s. or Eu
ropean histn~y G.,'l.·!.-.c:;-. u.;·. ~; i-.:n~-;:u, ~.:.. :-:a~.5.. Jluur;.sh~d before 
Columbus C.:i.:.:c~-~~rJ~?. 4·~·tiJ!"~ ;::. ,~·· ... ~1:2. ::"?..:-.ehsd i-ts p.l:!k .ab-:)ut toe 
ti.ma tna·i LiGd £r•.i:;.:Jl.:1 ar,, .... 1~:l V:'.Aln::;s -:..:."a:;sa~ till:: A·;;J.antic0 

Songl°'.ay U.d :rt.:.::.cl!. :.~ i -':.3 l= .J~k b ;;! .... l'.j- thu Ilr..; ~ ~a1.-Zl,,t!'S arrri ved 
in Amel°1.C:.">,. 

http://fa.ai.Iiar


Sn:.i Ecw1~s (cont) 
:=::isson PI.an: Ancient History of -2-

Afrioa. 
APPRQ'.Cfl: 

Looldng back on thea.ipproach for a moment, to provide motivation it might be 
use.i'ul to open with a reference to the T.V. or movie image of the African "native. 11 

'..,ion as:c, 11:.\xe Africans neally like that?'' (It might be rewarding to clarify the 
,:-ord 11,::i.tive" and to explain both its real meaaing and its derogatory usage.) "Are 
t: ... y oivilicodY 11 111-lhat does it mean to be civilized?" Then develop the meaning 
o:."Giv:Lli:i:ed" through questioning. As the word is often understood it has conno
t:ltiOl".G of a high J.evel of techno¥Jgy or the development of European-type art. 
~fnep it is thus defined in terms of European and North American society the impli
cation is thr.t non-Western people are uncivilized, and that to become civilized 
they must become like us. 

Having clarified the meaning of civilization or civilized, one can lead into 
t.>ie ~ of the lesson by returning to the African native image and asserting that 
the stu,;iy or African history will demonstrate how fallacious the image is. 

m. 'l!ne Ehlpire of Mali (1200-1400 approx.) 

(T'nis • sectial.1 can be out down if time is runni.ngeshort.) 

l. 'l'his ie presented ae an example of the other empires. Obviously there 
i:Gre great differences be-ween all the e.'Tlpires, but it is better to devote 
the few avaiJ.;;.t)le minutes to one empire than to try to deal with all of them 
for a few secollds each. For your :r:,e.ference on Mali the following are useful 
(see t)elow for fuller information}; Oliver and Page, pp 85-90 Fage, pp24-27: 
Dancison, pp 90-98. 

~. I!ali 1s highly developed political system. 
They had a civil service, judges, territorial governors, advisers' 
to the King and other members of an ela11orate goven::mental system. 

B. Th8 Influence of Islam. 
q. Most of the governing classes of Mali were Musllis. Islam 

influenced the cultural, social, and legal aspects of the 
society. 

c. The University, other education and cultural life of the empire. 
The centers of learning and the university at Timbucktu during this 
era attracted· students and teachers from all parts of the world. 
Ieo Africanus, a historian who visited Hali wrote, 11In Timbucktu 
there are numerous judges, doctors, and clerics, all receiving 
good salaries from the kiog. He pays great respect to men of 
lea:-nir:g •• .More profit is made from the book trade than f.rom ar(Y' 
other line of business." ( The last sentence is probably an exaggera
t.'!.on~ but it does indicate an avid interest in education. 

' . 
D • !·'.al:!. I 19 pl'OS';)eri ty through tn, ~il o 

Mali traded gold and slaves (which they captured from neighboring 
tribes) with the North Af'ricans in ret,nn fo1• salt. The sslt ,;ias 
!ili1Rd in the northern pnrt of the Sahara Desert, south of the Atlas 
Mts. and ,ia.s co'Ot,rolled by North African Arabs. The gold was mined 
in thq Mali empire. Tl1e goods were carried in camel caravans across 
the desert. Despite the existence of gold, and other evidence of 
wealth the common citizens of Mali were undobtedly poor. They en~ 
gaged chiefly in farming. While the rich lived in brick house:i, the 
poor Jj,ved in huts of clay and mud. 

E. 1'ha declin.e of Mali. 
( cont on Page 3) 



c. The DEraline of Mali (cont) 

l. Disunity of tribal differences 
2~ Ove-:dependence on military rule -which could la.st onl.y as long as the 

generals remained loyal. 

IV. Review: 

(Each teacher is free to develop his own approach to the review section of 
thiB section of the lesson) 

Ona ax.ample of a suggested i;-eveiw question: 

111-/hat evidence (lo -we have that civilizations existed in ancient Afrlca1 11 

v. ~a Total. la.:eon plan covers JO minutes. If possible at least ten minut.es 
should be reserved for the students' questions and discussion of the foll0\i1ing 
questions whioh the teacher would like to introduce for discussion. 

Stx;<;FS':'ED POIN'i'S AND t:!UESTIO~ FOR DISCUSSION 

1. lT.1et relations are there betileen the ancient kinedomes of Africa aad ourselves? 
(e.g. the Jd.ngdo:n of Dahomey and the kingdom of Benin provided a large number 
of slaves for the American and West Ioclian plAlltations, etc.) 

.?2. \7".;y are present-day Africans proud of their past? 
('.:.:.:.oae· Afrl.can nations have named themsel.ves after the ancient kingdoms: 
Ghana., Kall, and Dahomey)l 

3. '\>!Mt light does the study of African history cast on h,u racial attitudes 
tnnuance tile ,lriting and teaching of history? (e.g. the wi.l.llngness of 
sc.r.e historians to accept tbe fact that Africa has a long history of civili
zation; e.g. t.he until recently pervasive vie1-1 that the beautif'Ul :!:f'e bronzes 
and Ai'rican works of art could not have been the work of the A.fr:l.can people. 

4. Why is it :iJni>ortant for us to learn about African history\" 
a. Is it :L- ;;rtant for all Americans or only for those of African descent? 
b. Why should AMcan and American ~Te_gro history be taught in the Public 

!!chools? 

Tneae ara just. a few questions tha:f: are merely intended to start the ooll rolling.* 

SOOGES'rED READOO Fil3 TEACHERS AND DISCUSSION IEADERS: 

R. Olivar and J.D. Page, /l. Short History of Africa, Penguin (paperback) Ch.4-7 
PP lili-77 

R. Oliv.tl:'1 The Da1m of African HistoI'll' 

B. Da11i.dson, ':'.be lost Ci.ties of Afr:l.ca (Boston 1959, Little Br= & Co.) 
Intl•od.i:ction, Chapter 3 (p. 51-117 S Chapters 9 & 10 (pp 241-313.) 

>f>.,afore closing the lesson introduce the subject of the next lesson and motivate the 
s·~onts to 11tune in next ,week.0 
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