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m2ll<e clear the racial aspects of the leg:ta l ation . 

t>1ease note that lnly those bills starred 1-ii th an asteriAk have actua ll, 
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INTRODUCTION 

Nowhere is the corruption and hypocrisy of Mississippi's white 
community more apparent than in the composition and activity of the 
State Legislature. rn the past few months, spurred on oy the success 
of civil rights work in the st~te and by OOFO 's plans for the coming 
summer, the Legislature has worked feverishly to produce legislation 
restricting civil rights and liberties for those who Nould change tte 
MissisSippi •way of life' . 

Lawmakers in floor debate have constantly talked of the coming 
'invasion' of the state, and their attitude has helped to create 
near !Jysteria in sections or the wnxte Mmmnnity . The Ku Klux Klan 
and other white vigilante groups have revived, and citizens are 
being advised to arm to meet the pending c~isis . 

The Le[!;:bslature has done its own share to malre of Mississippi an 
armed and authoritarian state, Two hundred men have been added to 
tl~ Highway Patrol and the GOvernor has been given the power to order 
the Patrol into local racial •emergencies', even if local authorities 
do not I>equest his aid . The state penitentiSl'Y has also been opened 
for the use of munic~pal and county police . Picketing of public 
facilities, organizing boycotts, and leafleting have been made i l le­
gal; and bills have been introduced to outla1-r COFO ' s Freedom Schools, 
Community centers, and libra:ctes . 

All this baa been done in the name of meeting the •crisis ' to M1SB1~ 
sippi presented by civil rights activities. The legisl~tors seem 
genuinally frightened that aiVil rights successes are undermining 
the racist power structure of the state . 

Their fear iS understandable given the composition of the Mississippi 
LegislatUTe . Even more than~ most states, the legislature of 
Mississippi is an elitist group, representing the dominant political 
and economic po~rers of the state, pledged to white supremacy and 
the one- party system. 

In 1956, the Legislature created toe State Sovereignty Commission, 
an executive body which plans the state 1s bai;tle against civil 
rie;hts . This year, in addit1on to regular budget allotments, the 
Legislature voted the Sovereignty Commission $50, 000 in tax money 
to fight the Civil ~ghts Bill. 

The raoism of the Mississippi legislators also snows up through 
their involvement with the White Citizens Oounoils , the semi-of£icial 
~~tobdogs of segregation in the state . KnOWn Oit~zens Council 
members hold ke:y pos:tti0ns in both houses of the Ulg:rslature . BUt 
even those 1-rho are not knOND aa members usually have close ties to 
Council members and share the same views . 

The connections of some members of' the Legislature with the Citizens 
councils and the Stai;e Sovereignty Commission are documented belolof: 
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{l) The President of the Senate is ~uto~tically a member 
of the Sovereignty Commission . In addition, Sen . Herman 
DeCell and Sen . Earl Evans were appointed to tbe 1960-6Li 
Commission, (Evans has since been replaced) . 

(2) At least 10 of the 53 members o£ the senate are members 
of the Citizens Councils. sen . James Edgar Lee is President 
of the Citizens Council of Jeffe~son DaVis County. Sen . 
Qeorge Yarbrough of Red Banks, President Pro Tempore of tbe 
Senate , is listed as a Citizens council member 1n the rus ­
s:tss;tppi Legislstuve Handbook and is on the present State 
Executive committee of the Citizens Councils . 

(3) Citizens Council and Sovereignty Commission members sit 
as both Chairman and Vice- chairman on the Constitution and 
the Oil and Gas Committees of the Senate . They also hold 
Chairmanships of the Transportation, county Affairs, Claims, 
Temperen~e , (~~ssissippi is a dry state with an open bootleg 
market) , Contingent Expense, and Interstate- and Federal 
Cooperation Committees . 

Sen. Yarbrough, Nho beads the last t wo committees , is lllso 
Vice-chairman of the powerful Rules Committee. Other Citizens 
Council or Sovereignty Commi&sion memoera are Vice-chairman 
of Fees and Salaries , Finance, Forestry, and Corporations 
Colllmi ttees . 

( 4) The Spealror of toe House , (presently Rep . vla 1 ter 
Sillers), is automatically a member of tbe State Sovereignty 
Commission . Rep . W. H. Johnson, Jr. and Rep . Wilber Hooh~r 
have both been appoint ed to the 1960-64 Commission . Botb 
are a l so members of the State Executive Committee of tne 
Citizens Council . 

(5) In the Rouse , known Citizens council members number 
19 out of 122. Two of these, Rep . Hoolcer and Rep. Freel 
Jones of Sunflower County were members of the State Execu­
tive Committee of the Citizens Council in 1956 . In addition 
to Hooker and W. H. Johnson, Jr., Rep. Horace Harned of 
StarkVille is also on the present F~eoutive Committee . 

Rep . Charles Blackwell of laurel is past president of the 
Oxf ord Citizens Council. Walter Sillers , Speaker of the 
House, was Master of Ceremonies at a recent Boliver County 
Citizens Council meeting . 

(6) Citizens Council and Sovereignt y CommiSSion members are 
both Chairman and Vice-chairman on the Labor, County Affa~s, 
and Insurance Committees of the House . They also chair tbe 
Constitution, Fe~eral Relations, Public utilities, Corpora­
tions, Levees, Conservation, university and Colleges, and 
Cen:ms and Apportionment Cornmi ttees. Thay a!'e Vice -chaii'Ill8n 
on the Insurance , Penitenti ary, and Education Committees of 
the House and on the Joint House-Senate Library Committ ee . 



The significance of the role of Citizens Council members in the 
Leg~slature is clear from the 5-Point Action Program of the 
Citizens Councils : 

(l) Prevent Race M1xin3. Racial integrity is essential to 
civiliZation and liberty--~~~ 

(2) Avoid Violence. Experience has proved that ~1here 
integration occurs, Violence becomes inevitable. 

(3) Maintain and Restore Legal Segreeation .... 

( 4) Defend States 1 Rigl1ts. Tbe states are the sources of 
all governmental power, local and Federal ..• • 
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(5) Reverse the "Black Monday" Decision. The Supreme Court •s 
school integration decision of May 17, 1954 is a patent 
perversion of the Constitution, based on false "science." 
J:f it stands, social segregation and laws against racial 
intermarriage 1-1ill be subject to judicial condemnation. 
SUch a prospect is intolerable! 

Such are the views of the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, 
the Speaker or the House, and other key figures 1n the Mississippi 
Legislature. With such a back~round, it is not surprising that 
the 1964 Session has had an anti-civil rights and civil liberties 
orientation . 

Many of the laws dealt with in this report are clearly unconstitu­
tional. But Mississippi's le~ialators, most or whom are opposed to 
lrhe decisions or the "Warren Court", !:)ave little concern for the 
Ultu.~te constitutionality o~ their legislat~ve activities . They 
are concerned instead ~11th provid1.ng the state With emergency pO¥/Brs 
to combat civil rights witgln the next few months . 

Because of this, the 1964 Legislative Session has often seemed 
like an episode {)Ut of Alice in \tfonderland. The legislature has 
even violatetl the very princJ.ples 1~hich the state 'a representatives 
claim to uphold on the national level. In ConDresa, Mississippi's 
rep~esentatives have consistently attacked the Civil RightS Bill 
as a violation of States• Ri~hts and have deplored the use of 
Federal troops in racial crises. But at the same time, the MiSsiss­
ippi Legislature has centralize(} control or the High~tay patrol and 
the Penitentiary under the Governor and given him the power to use 
the Pat~l to intervene in local affairs . 

No rl13tter hovr otherworldly the Mississippi Le6islature may seem, 
ho1~ever, it cannot be taken li!l;htly. The ~inal effect of the laws 
proposed and passed in tbe LeBislature this session would be to 
t\U'll Mississippi into a totalHarian state, f'or white and blaok 
alil<e. As AFL-cro r.a bor counci 1 President Claude Ramsey has a lreaay 
warned, ~legislation enao,tecl by the MississipPi Les;is lature ' under 
the guise dr•aegregation maneuvers• could, 1n reality, be used 
aga:Lnst the labor movement •... " (Jackson Daily News , May 25, 1964) . 
rt must be remembered, in reading through the £allowing pages, that 
preservation of "Racial Integrity" baa beep the traditional excuse 
by ~thioh Southern white politicians have maintained the Closed 
SoOHlty, in which all ~thites as well as all Negroes must suffer from 
fear and loss or freedom. 
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1 . ANTI-ECONOMIC BOYCOTT BILL 

Senate Bill No . 1607 (Still in Commi ttee ) 

This bill is ai~d at outlawine economic boycotts by Negroes aga2nst 
white bu.a::tnesses which discriminate . 

AN ACT MAKING IT UNLA\Ir'FUL TO THREATEN OR ATTEII11'T TO INTlliiDII')!E1 
HARASS , OBSTRUCT OR I MPEDE ANOTHER PERS{}N ~ FORCE, ABUSE OR 
OTiiERWISE , FROM UWFULLY TRADtNG OR CARRYING ON BUSJ.NEI'lS; 
PROVTDD!G THE PENALTY ';l'liEREFOR Ul'ON CONVICTLON; AND FOR llE­
rATED PURPOSES . 

SECTION 1 . If any person or persons, by threatR , force , 
abuse or o.therwise attempts t o .intimidate, haress,_ obst;ruct 
or imJ,'\Bde any person or persons for the purpose o:t· and With 
~1ilf'ul int ent to prvent such person or persons from buying 
f'rom, selling to or trading 1'1ith another person who is engaged 
in a la~Tful business or trade , he aha l l be guilty of a miS­
demeanor and on conviction, shall be punished by imprisonment 
in the county jail not less than one month nor more than s1x 
(6) months, and by f'ine not exceeding Five Hundred Dollars 
($500 . 00 ). 

This bill and the one following are among the mos'!; vicious dealt 1·1i th 
by- the 1964 Legislature . The ef.fect of the t1qo bills is to make U 
impossible to organize economic boycot ts by Negroes against those 
white establ1,shments which refuse equa;L services and employment to 
Negroes . Successful boycotts of wbi.t e business areaa have been or­
ganized in Canton, Jackson , and elsewhe~e, despite anti -boycott ordi­
nances in these oitj_ea . Now, the state legi slat ure is ~ttempting to 
enforce these unconstitutional proVisions over t he entire state . 

The billa are Vicious because they put a f~nal cap on the economic 
and political subordination o£ Mississippi ' s NeGroes . The white 
power structure of the s t ate argues that tbe rlgbts of personal pro­
perty and pepsonal choice ar e the bas!.s of' Amel'lcan democracy and more 
important th~n equal rights for all citizens . BUt when Negroe~ 
attempt to e;Kercise choice as to 1~here t hey spend t he.ir money, they 
are forbidden to do so by the ~~bite community . Negroes ax<e paid very 
little f or tbeir \·tork in Mississippi , but t he white commtu:.ity insiSts 
that what little money the Negro eommun.ity 1;1oes have flow as I)!UCh as 
possiJjle back to the white tllF.ID . • 

It 1B not surprisi,ng, therefq;re, t hat the only senat or ltho was "listed 
as a as a sponsor of both bill s was Sen . Elcli'fa rds c . Henry, a r-a st PrE?­
sident and member of the Boa~d of Directors of the canton Chamber of 
Comn;erce and Vice-pr esident or the First Federal Savings. and Loan 
Association of' Canton . Sen . Henry is Chairrno.n of the Oil and Gas 
Committee of t he Senate , .and V1ce-ohalrman of the Constitution Com­
mittee . He is listed in the official Handbook of t he Leg::tslature 
as a member of the Citizens Council . 
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2. ANTI-IEAFLETINO LAW 

*Senate Bill No . 1545 (Passed and Signed) 

This bill prohibits dist~ributing leaflets calling for economic boy­
cotts. 

AN ACT ~1AXING IT UNLAWFUL TO PRINT OR CIRCULATE ANY MATTER 
FOR TEE PURPOSE OF D.fi'AIRING, INTERFERING v/ITH, OR PREVENTING 
ANOTHER PIDlSON FROM EXERCISING A LA~IFUL TRADE OR CALLING, 
PROVIDING A PENADI'Y THEREFOR ON CONVICTION, AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES , 

If any person shall wilfully and malic~ously print , circulate 
or distribute , cause to be printed, circulated or distributed, 
or as&Lst in printing, circulating or distributing, in any 
form whatever, any matter, the purpose and design of the con­
tents thereof being to wilfully and maliciously interfere with, 
or prevent another from exercising a lawful trade or call:ing, 
or engaging in a 1a\1ful business, or engaging in ~wful use 
and enjoyment of his property, he aha 11 be ~Uil ty of a mis­
demeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by 
imprisonment for not more than six (6) months in the county 
jail or be fined not more than Five HUndred Dollars ($500 .00), 
or both. 

The right to d1.stribute leaflets has been uphelo in several cases by 
the United States Supreme Court, most notably in the 1938 dec~sion in 
Lovell v . Griffin, 303 u.s . 444. Distribution of leaflets has been 
recognized as one of the a~tivities protect ed by the First Amendment's 
guarantees of freedom of speech and of the press . Nonetheless, arrestr 
on anti·lea~leting and anti-littering charges have been among the 
most common in Mississippi. In a state where Negroes have almost no 
access to influence through raClio, television , or the newspapers, 
handbills and flyers are an important form of communication ana a 
valuable tool in c1.vil rights work . 

3. ANTI-PICKETING LAW 

* House Bill No . 546 . (Passed and signed) 
. 
A bill prohibiting picketing of public buildings . (For further informa­
tion see special COPO report .on the Anti-picketing I.aw) . 

• 
AN ACT TO PROHIBIT THE UNLAWFUL PICKETING OF STATE BUILDINGS ~ 
COURTHOUSES, PUBLIC STREETS~ AND SIDEWALKS , 

SECTION 1. It s~ll be unlawful for any person, singly or in 
concet-t llfi th others, to engage in picketing or mass demotl$tra­
tions 1n such a manne:r as to obstruct or interi'ere with free 
ingress or egress to and from any public premise, State pro­
perty, county or municipal courthouses, city halls, office 
bUildings , jai~s , or otbe~ publ~c buildings or prope~ty owned 
by the State of Misstss~ppi or any county or municiJ>al govern­
ment located therein or with the transaction of public buai-

• 
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ness or administration of Justice therein or thereon con­
ducted or so as to obstruct or interfere l~ith free use of 
public streets, sidewa lJca or other publ:ic ~mys adjacent 
or conti· ,guous thereto . 

ThiS law carries a misdemeanor charge, With provision f or $500 f1ne, 
6 months in jail, or both fine and imprisonment. 

ThiS biH 1'/SS originally introduced by Rep , Rex Jones of Forrest 
county (Hattiesburg), and by lawmakers from MadiSon Cow1ty (Canton) 
and Ilinds County (Jackson) . All three areas have recently been the 
scene of demonstrations and piclceting . In floor debate , the bill t~as 
described as an "emergency bill ror Greenwo'Od" . Tbe day after the 
bill ~tas signed, 52 people 1vere arrested under its provisions at a 
Greem1ood Freedom Day . The following day, 55 1·1ere arrested for 
picketing at the Forrest CoUllty courthouse in Hattiesburg . 

The b i ll is a clear vi:olation of the ;J.st Amendment . Mrs . Victoria 
Ja~kson Gray and Rev . John E. Cameron, Negro candidates for national 
office from ~~ssissippi, have ~iled suit against the GOvernor and 
other atate and oounty officials to restrain them from applying the 
anti- pioketing lal'l . Mrs . Gray, of Hattiesburg, 1B a candidate for 
the Senate , Rev . cameron, candidate for the House of Repreaentatives 
from ffilttiesburg , was one of those arrested at the Forrest County 
courthouse . 

l~ . 'SECOND ' .tiNTI-PIO:KETING LAW 

( Passed in House , sent to Senate) 

An almost idei)tioa 1 law to be used if the above law is decl ared 
unconstitutional . 

Acool."dU!g to the Jackson Clarion- Ledger, April 13, 196q : "The House, 
on April 12, gave Ul'IBJ1imous approval to a second bill aimed at pre­
venting mass picketing of public bUildings .. . . 

"The measure 1·1aa almost identioa.l to one passed earlier by both 
cha mbera and signed into law by aov . Paul Johnson a few weeks ago . 
The only change was insertion of the word •unreasonably ' in the 
ne•; propose 1 . 

"A case is now pending. in federal coui>t Which challenges the earlier 
law ip oonneotion 1dth the ar1•eat of severa,l raoj,al demonstrators a t 
~ttiesburg, aoene of a Negro vote~ reg~stration drive . 

"The net; bill apparentl y 1~a drawn up in the evel,'lt the meas~re enacted 
previ O\lSly was thrown out by the courts . " 



SIX BILLS INCREASING POLICE POWERS 

5. BILL 1\UTHORIZING Si'ECI.AL DEP\YrY SHERIFFS IN ALL COUNTIES 

Hous1:l J3ill No . 246 (Still in County Affa:trs Committee) 
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A b:lll to all01~ unlimited deputy sheriffs "to cope with emergeucies". 

ThiS bill would provide that the sheriff of any county is authorized 
to appoint special deputy sheriffs in addition to regtUar, full-time 
deputies , "to cope with emergencies in matters of general lal'l enfot·ce­
ment 'lithi.ch may exist of come about in any oo\l,nty to an extent that 
the sheriff's office is in need of additional deputies ..•. ", and in 
case or floods, etc . 

6. B1LL TO "RESTRAIN MOVE.1ENTS OF INDIVIDUALS UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUM­
STANCES" - -- THE CURFEW LAW 

* douse Bill No . 54 (Passed in both Houses and signed) 

This bill •~o~Ald allow police to restrict freedom of movement of 
individuals or groups and to eatablis.b curfews without formally 
declaring marti.al l al'f . 

AN ACT TO ••• PROVIDE THAT MUNICIPALITIES ~11\Y ENFORCE NEEDFUL 
POLICE REGULATIONS TO RESTRAIN MO~~S OF INDIVIDUALS 
UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES . 

Section l provides for quarantine of individuals with infectious 
diseases . 

SECTION 2 . The governing authorities of municipalities shall 
hqve the further power to make additional regulations to pro­
tect property, health and lives and to enhance the general 
welfare of the community by restricting the movements of tbe 
citizens, or any group thereof, of Auch municipalities when 
there is eminent danger to tbe public safety because of 
freedom of movement thereof. 

Among other· restrictions, the bill would permit establiShment of a 
curfew --- which U. S. courts have held unconstitutional for adults. 

The bill was introduced by Rep . Irby Turner, Humphreys county, member 
of the Citizens Council . 

7 . BILL "TO PROVIDE FOR APPOINTMENT OF SECURITY AND PATROL PERSONNEL 
FOR STATE INSTITUTIONS" 

House Bill No. 617 {Passed in House and sent to Senate) 

Thj s bill provides for ''security patrol officers 11 to be appointed 
at all State institutions. Appointments would be made by the co~s­
sioner of' Public Safety . 
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SECTION 2 . To the end that order and decorum shall be pre­
served at all State institutions, buildings and grounds, 
sufficient personnel shall be appointed as security patrol 
officers , as needed , at all State in:>titutions, buildings 
and grounds, who shall have general pollee power ancl ~those 
duty it shall be to enforce upon such ground, as well <IS any 
rules or regulations with respect to suah institutions, 
buildings or grounds . 

Such personnel shall be selected and trained by the Commis­
sioner of FUblic Safety and shall be assigned to thetr c1ut1el'l 
a·t the various State institutions, bu1lcli.ngs and grounds by 
the Commissioner of Public Safety, ~nth the. approval of the 
governing authority of the particular State institution, 
building ol:' grounds, and when eo assigned such pe1:'soimel 
shall be for all purposes consiclel:'Sd the employees of the 
gover•ning authorit-y of the particular state .Lnstitution, 
building or grounds to which assigned. 

rt should be noted that the co~ssioner of PUblic Safety is respons1-
blc only to the Govei"Dor, and t hat security at state inStitutions would 
therefore be brought more or less directly under executive control. 
Several Negro State colleges 1'1{)Uld come under this act. Since the 
present Commissioner of Public Safety, T. n. Birdsong, ~tas a key figur·e 
in the Meredith - Ole tfiss crisis and ordered the Highway Patrol onto 
the Ole 1'liss campus at that time ~lithout authority under' the lat·Ts of 
the state, it is oert!lin that he would not show much restraint in using 
personal appointees in incidents involVing Negro campuses . 

8 . BILL TO .1\T.JTHORIZE A COMPLETE RADIO STATION FOR POLICE IN ANY COUNTY 

House Bill No. 101 (Passed in both Houses) 

AN ACT TO AOTHORIZE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF ANY COUNTY, 
IN ITS DISCRETION, TO PURCHASE T.HE NECESSARY EQUIPMENT TO 
ESTABLISH A COMPLETE RADIO STATION AND TO fi1AINTAIN SMotE, 
TO AOTHORIZE THE SHERIFFS OF SAID C0lJ1.lTIES TO OPERATE SAME 
FOR LA\>/ ENFORCEMENT PURPOSES, TO PROVIDE FOR TI:lEIR UPKEEP 
A,ND MAINTENANCE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES . 

SECTION 2 . Any purchase that may be made o~ any obligation 
incurred under the prbvisions of thiS act shall be legal, 
irrespective of any lilllitations contained in the budget la~ra 
of the State of 1-ti.ssissi_ppi governing the county budget for 
the fiscal year 1963-64. · 

Once again, thi~ bill provides emergency authorization fol:' measures 
useful to coordinate anti-ciVil rights 'law enforcement' . 



9 . THE "MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT" ACT 
9 

* Senate Bill No . 1526 (Passed by both Houses and signed) 

A bill to allow municipalities to share police forces and firefighting 
equipment during "riots and oi vil disturbances" • 

.AN ACT • .,TO PROVIDE THAT MUNICIPALITIES MAY ENTER INTO AGREE­
NENTS W!TR ONE ANOTHER AND ASSIGN PERSONNEL, E~UIPMENT , SUP­
PLIES AND MATERIALS FOR THE PURPOSES OF COMBA'J"..'ING FIRES, 
l'TATURAL AND ENE~~ DISASTERS, .AND PREVENTION AliD ALLEVI.AT!Oli 
OF RIO'l'S A~ID CIVIL DISTURBANCES; AND FOR RELJ\TED PURPOSES . 

SECTION 1 • ••• FIRE DEPARTIIJENTS .AUTHORIZED TO GO 01l'l'SlDE CITY 
LIMITS . 

That the fire departments, including tha apparatus and all 
vehicles of such departments , be and are hereby authorized 
to use the ro<Jds, b;!.ghways, streets and alleys outside the 
corporate lJ,mits of suc)'l municipalities orming a:nd operatin~ 
such fire fighting and fire prevention equipment, for the 
purpose of aiding in the extingu:tshing and prevention of 
fires or damages or injuries caused by tornaqoes or other 
casualties in locations outside the corporate limits of such 
municipalit ies or in other villages, t o;.ms, or cities v.'ithin 
the State of Mississippi .... 

The governing authorities of rnun:tcip~:~lities may enter :tnto 
mutual assistance pacts or agreements with other municipali­
ties in the assignment of personnel, eqUipment, supplies and 
materia l for the purposes of combatting f:tres, natural and 
enemy d:taasters , and the prevention and alleViation of riots 
or oinl disturbances of the peace and tranqUility within 
such municipalities . This act is liberally construed t o 
effect the purposes thereof . 

The use of fire hoaes to fight civil rights demonstrations, one of the 
most brutal police tactics in such c"1.rownstances, leaves little doubt 
I!S to the intention behind this not . 

10. THE "REFUSAL TO COMPLY WITH CERTAIN REQUESTS" BILL 

House Bill No. 777 (Passed in 'both Houses ) 

;, bill to cutl av: passive resista11ce in civ:tl r:tgbts demonstrations . 

SECTION 1 . 'tlhcever, 'lfi th intent to prC' voke a breach of the 
peace, or under such circumstances as ~Y lead to a breech 
of the peace, or which may cause or occasion a breach of tl"!e 
peace , fails or refuses to comply with or obey a request, 
command o~ oroer of a la1·r enforcement officer having the 
authority to then and there arrest any person for a violation 
of the law, to prompt ly .... 
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(2) Arise if lying or sitting down and move to a pOint designate6 
by said officer outside the 1mmediote ~rea affected by the 
ocourenoes at the place of "issUing such order, command or r-equest. 
or 

( ~ ) Refrain from obstructing, with his body or any part thereof, 
or in any manner, the la;.;ful rnoveme-pt or passage of any vehicle, 
or 

(6) Refrain from chaining or tying or binding himself or another 
to any object or person, or 

(7) Unbind, unchain or loosen himaelf Ol' remove himselt' from 
any chain or other means '·1he1'eby he may be prevented from moving 
a~ray from the immediate Vicinity 'o'lbere he may ba ••hen suoh 
offlcer issues said order, request or command, or 

(8) Walk or move to, enter and remain, as may be directed by 
such officer, any police or other vehicle operated by any law 
enforcement officer or departm.ent, or any other vehicle designa­
ted by such an ofticer, or 

(9) Act or do or refrain from acting or do~ as ordered, re­
quested or colll!Mnded by said offLcer to avo any breach of thl 
peace at or near the place of issuance of such order, request 
or command , * 
shall be guilty of disorderly conduct , whiob is made a misde­
meanor and upon conviction thereof, such person or persons shall 
be punished by a fine of not more than F ive Hundred Dollars 
($500.00) or imprisonment in the county jail f or not more than 
six (6) months, or both such fine and imprisonment . 

SECTION 3 . In the event any person violates Section 1 or Sec­
tion 2 hereof, supra , or both, and if such conduct shall lead 
to, or sha l l cause or shall result in, a breach of the peace or 
incite a riot and as a \'esult of said breach of the peace or 
riot another person or persons be maimed, killed or injured, 
then the person or persons guilty of violating Section l or 2, 
or both Sect"ions 1 and 2, supra, shall be guilty of a felony and 
upon conviction thereof, auob person or persona shall be im­
prisoned in tbe State penitentiary not longer than live (5) 
years or be fined not more than Two Thousand Dollars ($2, 000, 00) 
or by both suoh.fine and imprisonment . * emphasis added 

Under Section 3, if police in breaking up a demonstration caused inju­
ries, as is often the case , the demonstrators themselves could be 
XXXA~ charged with responsibility for the injuries and convicted of 
a felony. 

One of the aut hors of this bill was Rep . rrby TUrner of Humphreya, a 
Oi.tizen Council member . The ethel' author, Rep . Thompson 1>1cClellan of 
Clay county called the bill up from 47th place on the calendar of the 
House, describinp; it as "an emergency bill". According to the Jackson 
Clarion-Ledger, {April 14, 196~) 1 "lolhile it was not said on the floor 
of the House, it was obvious that the bill is directed at halting 
threats of racial trouble. " 
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J l . THE HIGH\IiAY PATROL ACT 

* House Bill 564 (Passed in oot h Houses a nd signed) 

Kl"'O\ffl as the "Hississippi raw Enforcement Of'ficers ' Training Academy 
Act of 1964", HB 564 is an omnibus bill enl arging the M1.ssissip])i High­
way Pat1•ol and expanding its powers . under this act, the Highway 
Patrol \·rlll b:e expanded from 275 to 475 men . A police- training acade· 
my will also be establ ished in the vic inity of Jacskon . 

Jvtost controversial among the billS pr>oV'~1ons is Section 10, which 
would all01·r toe Qove=or to give the Patrol full police po\>Ters during 
racial 'emergencies ', at1d pernit him to order the Patrol into local 
situations , even if local authorities did not re~uest hLB aid . 

Section 2 explains that the purpose of the act is "insuring the domeat"it 
tranquilityi and that the accompUshment of t he things herein auttJOri­
zed vdll preserve the 2resent and prospec tive safetys morals , Mfursuit 
of hap~ness and gene~al welta~* of citizens ot the tat e of ssis-
8Ipp1 , -*empnasiS added 

section 5 provides that the sher~ff of each county and the mayor of 
each city may appoi-nt as many extra depu ty sheriffs or extra deputy 
police respectively as he dee1~ necessary . The deputies are subject 
to approva l by the Commissioner of Public Safety, {the Hight~ay Patrol 
is directly under the Commissioner of Public Safety), who can admit 
them to the police academy for training . Hhon called upon by the 
sheriffs or mayors , the deputies will have powers eqUivalent to regular 
police officers of the state . 

Section 10 amends Section 8082 of the Miss;i,ssippi Code , concerning 
powers and duties of the RiBhway Safety Pat rol . Until no"l-r, the Patrol 
had been limited to ~raff'ic Control . Under Article 9 of Section 10 of 
the ne1-r law, "all officers of the Department of Public Safety charged 
t·dth the enforcemcmt of the laws administered by that agency sha l l 
have full power to investigate , prevent, apprehend and arrest law 
violators anywhere in the State , and shall be vested With the power 
of gener>a 1 pol:!.ce officers in the per formance of their duties . " 

These increased powers oan be used only on proclamation of the Governor 
or Acting Governor under the following o:!.rcumstancea : 

(a) When requested by tho sherif~ or board of supervisors of any 
count y or t he mayor of any municipality on the &rounds that 
crimes of violence , acta and conduct, or either, calculated to 
or 11h:!.ch lll!JY provoke violence or incite riots, mobs , mob violence 
or l ead to any breach of the peace, or either, and acts of inti­
midat:!.on or terror ane onticl pat ed , and when su¢h acts or con­
duct in tbe opinion of the Gove~"'l10r would provoke violence or 
any or the foregoing ao;;s or conduct ... . 

.,.. .. 
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provided for in subparagraph (a) of th:La suosection 9, Eupra, 
the Governor or Acting Governor deems it necessary to invoke 
the powers and authority vested in the Department of Public 
Safety . *emphasis added 

The proclamation of the Governor is effective for 90 days, and can be 
renewed by additional proclamations . 

According to the Jackson Clarion- Ledger, A-pril 3, 1964, toe Highway 
Patrol Bill is "an act recommended by Gov. !'aul B. Johnson as a meons 
of maintaining law and orcler in the face of any emergency that may 
evolve from racial demonstrations threatened for the coming summer by 
outside integration forces ...• " Speaking in Bil{)JCi on April 20, John­
son said he would use the expanded Patrol to insure "that no civil ag:L­
tators are allowed to dr:1ve a wedge of d:Lasension between the peop;I.e 
of' the state . '1 

Johnson, who has been described as o hperennial foe of state level 
police powers " and who opposed increased police powers in his 1963 
GubernAtorial campaign, apparently feels the emergency to the state 
to ~ so great at this time as to cancel out his fears about centrali­
zed police authority . Legislators were not so easily conVinced . Sen . 
Jack Tucker of Tunioa who attempted to strike out the clause allowing 
the Governor to act on his o1m authority in local situations. charged 
that the b:Lll "brings us in direct conflict with our age-old belief 
that we shall have local self government . " 

Other senators were even more violent in their attack on the bill . 
H011ard McDonnell of Biloxi said of the ant : "Wbat you are about to do 
here is create a traveling gestapo . rt besmacks or Nazi Germany and 
Russia . 11 Sen. Tom Hilliams of Lexington agreed : "If you read the histor: 
of Germany you will see that the people were not afraid of a thing that 
Hitler <iid . This is the \•ray people lose their liberties . " 

Sen . George Yarbrough, President Pro Tempore and Citizens Council mem- _,? 
ber, who steered the bill to passage , answered McDonnell and v/illi<:Jms 
by saying : "I am sure it 1~ill be said in some parts of the country ... 
that Mississippi has itself' a gestapo . I think senators do a disservic 
to the state when they utter thinzs up here about Hitler and other 
things that should be left unsaid . 11 

Debate on tho bill reached a level of hysteria unusual even for the 
Mississippi Legislature . Mrs . Gordon White , of Laudardale County, told 
the House she 11had never known conditions to be as grave as they are 
now . " According to the Jackson Clarion-Ledger, .April 3, 1964, Rep . 
Ralph Herrin, of covington, ''arose to tell the House that •the onl y 
thing lacking in thi s bill is provision for a thousand pollee dogs to 
guard la•r and order day and night . 1 

"He said that threats b;y outside forces are to toe effect that 26 towns 
in the state 1~11 be invaded this summer by 30,000 integrationists. 

"•we have argued about having 475 men on the patrol, I Herrin said, 'but 
1f '26 to11ms are hit at once 1 those 475 pc~tl'olmen t-rould be spread mighty 
thin . I II 
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Pear ,,'no expressed that the new Patrol might be used to break up ~lis­
slsslppi'o massive , open bootlc~ liquor industry . It ~ms necessary 
rox• legilllators to give assurances several times that the emergency 
powers of the Pr:trol 1'10uld not be used for this purpose . Opponents 
also claimed that the police academy would cost the state $10,000,000 
in tax money . 

In contrast, Sen . Bill Alexander of Cleveland Lntroduced a bill to 
reouoe th<! state highway system ey 11 , 000 miles . Though !<!ls:~issippl 
despct•atcly needs more and bottex• h1[.':hl·iays for economic expansion, 
~ldxander 's bill noted that thu state is financially unable to pay 
for• miHnt(;lnance and construction of tho present system or about 12,600 
mi es . 

It should be noted one€: again that t he Comm1ssioner or Public safety, 
T . B. Btrdson::;, to 1~hom so nuch po~1er would evolve under the Highway 
Patrol 1\ct, was one of the l<cy fj_t~;ures in the Msredith - Ole mas 
crisis. Floor debate in the Legislature showed that Birdsong used 
the P1lti'Ol at Ole russ in the manner outlined in the Highway Patrol 
Act - - - though there was no legal authority to do so under the laws 
of ~he state at that time-.- Birdsong also offered the use of the 
Mississippi Highnay patrol to Al3bama at the tiPC of the 1963 Birming­
ham crisis . Birdsong can therefor~ be expected to use the Patrol 
without reetl'a1nt once eoergcncy powers are granted . 

At least 8 or the 34 Represontllhvus who sponsoNd the H1gi1way ratl'Ol 
1>111 aru murnbors of the 01 tizuns Council. 

12 . ANTI-FREEDOM SCHOOL BILL NO . 1 

Senate Bill No . 2136 (Still in Ju<liciary Conr.l!.ttee) 

This bill makes illegal the Fraedom Schools and Community Centers 
planned by COFO for the co~~ng summer. 

AN Actr TO PROVIDE FOR THE PILING- OF AFFIDAVITS AND TilE SECUIUNG 
O'J' LICENSES, PERMITS OR I.Ul'HORITY BY CE.m'AIN PERSONS TO CONDUCT 
CLINICS OR SCHOOLS FOR PURPOSES OF OIVTiiG D.:STRUC'l'IONS IN GE<IER­
AL EDUCATION, GENERAL HEI\IIl'H AND RELATED StJB.'rECTSj TO PROVIDE 
CERTAIN LEGAL RELIEF AND PENAJ:.TlES, AND FOR REIATED PURPOSES . 

SECTION 1 . unless othovw;l.so p:l:'ovidcd by la~1, ·no person or pel'­
sons, acting individually or in coQcc~t vdth othersi shall call, 
conduct, convene or hold any public meetingc, sohoo s , or 
clinics , or assist in holding, or attend any such moeoinga, 
schools, clinics, including distribution of books, pamphlets 
and other literatur~, for the purpose of ~dvising, teaching, 
.:.nstructin~ or informing any person or gro'lP oi' persona 1n the 
fields or general eduo~tion, including liL~ral arts and sciences 
anu "here the general welfare of citiZens arc involved and wheN 
such duties and responsibilities under laws, rules and regula­
tions are Lmposed upon the State Board of Education and other 
educational groups and institutions , or in thu fields or general 
public health, wh~r~ the health, safety, lives ond welfare of 
citizens are involved and \there such dut-ies and responoibilities 
under laws , rules and regulations, are impoaed upon the State 
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Board of liealth or tho various county and municipal health de­
partments , v;ithout f:Lrat fil~ his affidavit with the chance1•y 
clerk of the county in "VIhich B'ame mey be held . Such afficlav1.t 
shall be sworn to before the county chancery clerk, on forms 
approved and submitted by him, and filed or record in his office 
of such person, the name, add~ss and business of his employer, 
onganiZa tion or association, the place, time, purposes and full 
information as to the olosa or type of such public meetings, 
schools, clinics, includU1g the distribution Of any such bool<s, 
pamphlets, or literature . 

Any person who fails or refuses to file such affidaVit shall be 
deemed guilty of a ~~sdemeanor and, upon conviction, be punished 
by a fine of not more than ~vo Hundred Dollars {$200 .00) or im­
priSoned for not more than siXty (60) days, or both such fine 
and imp~sonment . 

Section 2 provides that those participating in general education pro­
grams must obtain a license from the State or County Boards of Ecluca­
tion or from the Co~ty Supe~ntendent of Ed~ation, and that failure 
to do so sha~l be a misdemeanor . Section 3 provides that those parti­
cipating 1.n public health programs must obtain a license, permit, or 
authority from the State,county, or municipal Board o~ Health, and 
provides that failure shall be a misdemeanor. 

SECTION q, Th~a act is solely for the purpose of requiring all 
persons , not otherwise proVided by la~1, to file ab affidavit 
and secure a license, p(lrmit or authority before engag:tJt; in any 
i'to:rk or activity desori'bed herein, and is not intended to pro­
hibit any such 110rk or activity . Further, this act is not 
intended as an amendment to any existing laW but is intended 
to be , and is hereby so declared to be, in addition to, indepen­
dent of , and supplemental to, all existing laws, rules and regu­
lations . 

SECTION 5. It sllall lJe t.be duty or the Attorney General to pro­
ceed by injunction or otherrvise to dissolve any operation in 
Violation of the provisions of this act . 

SECTION 6 . If shy section subsection, clause, phrase or ~lord 
of this act 1:3 bold uncomrhtutional or invalid for any reaa011, 
such holding or invalidity, sbal~ not affect the remaining 
portions of th~ act . · 

Note that this bill would t~quire not only organizers and teachers, 
but also students, to obtain licenses pefore participa~ing in progra~s 
such as will be offered by COFO•s Freedom Schools and c~unity Centers. 

The purposes of OOFO's Freedom Schools are : {1) To supplement the bope­
lesaly inadequate education provided ey the rer;ular ;:;chool system of 
li'Jissis"Bippi --- worst 'in the nation; {2) 'l:'o teach such courses as Negro 
history, so that :1ississippi 1s Negro c(lildren wi~l understand the honOl' 
or their African heritage and the origins of their present condition; 
and {3) to sponsoli' adult education classes, citizenship courses , and 
health cl:tn:l.os . Obviously such a program would never gain the approval 
Mississippi's racist officia ls. What these of£icials fear is the sprea 
of new ideas among •their ' Negroes . 



;!3. Am'I-FREEDOH SCHOOL BILL NO . 2 

Senate Bill No . 1969 {Still in Education Committee) 

~h~s is an earlier attempt to ban the Freedom Schools . 
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AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT ALL PERSONS , GROUPS OF PERSONS , ASSOCI­
ATIONS AND CORPORATIONS CONDUCTING A SCHOOL \VITHIN A COUNTY 
SHAJ,L SECURE 1l. LICENSE FROM THE SUl'ERIN'b"""'NDENT OF EDUCATION 
Tf!EREOF . 

SECTION 1 . Any pereon, groupa of persons, asaociat~ns and cor­
porations conducting a school in any county within this state 
shall first apply to the county superintendent of education 
tbereof for a license to conduct such schOOl . If after due 
examination, said county superintendent of education sh!l,-11 de­
termine the said school does not intend to counsel and encourage 
disobedience to the laWs Of the State Of MlSS;i.Saippi, and thl\t 
the conduct of said school is in the public interest, he eball 
forthwith issue a license to the persons , groups of persons , 
easooiations or corporations applying for the same . 

The bill provides that those conducting a school without a l icense, 
~noluding the teachers , shall be guilty or a ~ademeanor, puni~bable 
by a ~e or not less than $100 nor more than ~500 and/or confinement 
ln the county jail for not leas than 30 days nor more than 6 months . 

The bill appears to be stuck in Committee . It was introduced by Sen . 
Benjamin Franklin Hilbun, Jr ., of StarkVille, Oktibbeha Cotmty. Sen . 
Hilbun is Chairman of the Uni versities and Collegee committee of the 
Senate , and Vice - chairman of the Appropriations Committee . Sen . 
Hilbun 1 a father was President Emeritus of the ti.ni versi ty of ll!iSaisaippi. 
He wa~ also the Vice-chairman or patriotic American Youth (PAY), a 
belUgerantly anti-Communist, right-wing high school and college organi· 
zatlon c l osely associated with the Citizens Counci.l s . 

14 . A BILL TO RAISE QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERS OF COUNTY :BOARDS Ol!' 
EDUCATION 

senate Bill No . 1702 (Released f~om Education Committee) 

In ,~pril a bill was introduced into the Senate Education Conunittee 
establishing stiffer qualifications for members of county boards or 
education . The bill was recommitted to the Education Committee . Among 
other things, the bill would require board members to be high school 
gr aduates. It was sent back to committee when a dozen ~mendments were 
offered seeking to exclude certain cow1ties £rom its provisions . Appa­
rently the Educatlon Conunittee repor·ted out favorably almost the same 
b1ll on a move for substitution, ~~y 19 . 



15. A BILL TO PERMI'l' SEGREG,WION OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS BY SEXES 

(Approved by the House Education Commdttee) 
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This bi.lJ. would allow segregation of public achoo1.a by sexes . Aoca-rfli.nr:; 
to the Jackson Clarion-Ledger of April 15, 196~, the bill would be used 
1n the event schools are forced to integrate r.aoially . "Many lawmakers 
say privately they reel ther-e 11ould be less danger from integt•ation 11' 
~;bite girls were not forced to go to school with Negro boys." 

16 . BHJ:.S TO ALLOW STATE SUl'PORT OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS 

(Introduced in~o the Senate) 

This is a series of bills to allow state fUnds to be used in support 
of pr~vate schools if pubLic schools are closed to avoid integration . 

The Iotississippi State Constitution already provides for the etolition 
or public schools if they are ordered to integrate , A sUit is present­
ly pending in Federal court which may result 1n a court order for 
schools 1n Jackson, Bilo~i, and Leake County to integrate next fall . 

In the last week in which billa could be introduced into the 1964 
Leg:!,slative Session, a series of bills \rere mtroduced into the Senata 
to allow the state to pay for a n~ssive private school system in the 
event of' i.ntegration of' public ochools . The laws would allow the sta-te 
to provide funds and textbOoks to the schools, as vtell as scholarships 
to students . 

Despite the Constitutional provision, the goal of those introducing the 
bills wa13 apparently the contlnustion of public schools for Negroes 
and the establishment of private schools for whites. J\ccol•dlng to 
Sen . Edwin Pittman of Hattiesburg, one of the sponsors of the bills, 
the recent court order that Prince Edward county, Virginia must reopen 
its public schools would not apply to Mississippi because f'we ·~ going 
to have a pubLic and private system, " (Jackson Clarion- Ledger, lolay 25, 
1964) . 

A qualification was alae introduced into the bill providing money for 
scholarships. The bill said funds would be available- only for 
1educable 1 students. Miss~ssip~i education autbcrit1es mainta~n 
that Negr~es do not have equivalant learning power with whites . 

17 . BILL TO REVOKE THE CHJ.\BTE;R OF TOUGALOO COLLEQE 

Senate Bill No . 1672 (Still in Judiciary Committee) 

This bill to revoke the charter of integrated Tougaloo Collet;e was 
introduced in retaliation for oivil rights activities of' students and 
faculty at the school . 
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T:mgaloo is an integrated, predo!Jlinantly Negro private college a fe~T 
miles fl"Om Jackson . It ~ms origj,naJ.ly incorporat~d in 1871 . Recently, 
students and faculty members from the school have been involved in 
d~monstrations in Jackson and so~e have been arrested . The Chapla~n 
of the College, !'lev . Edward KJ.nG, a oa"tive white I>H.ssissippian, ran 
fo~ Lieutenant Governor 1n November 1963 on a Freedom Ballot, an un­
official ballot to indicate Negro political interest, together ;-rith 
M1Asisoippi NAACP President Aaron Benry, a Negro . 

Action against Tougaloo was touched off by Lt. Gov . Carroll Ga~in, 
presidin~ officer of the Senate. Gartin, 1n a speech before the 
Jacl<son Civic Club, said that Tougaloo was a haven t or "queers, quacks, 
quirklil, political agitators and possibly some Conununists . " He called 
for an ~nvestigation o£ the role of the school in ciVil rights demon­
strations . The Senate JUdiciary Committee promptly began an investi­
gation . 

l·lhile the bill ~1as in Conunittee, Sen . Noel r-ionaghan of Tupelo read to 
the Senate a ne>1spaper report of a concert by Joan Baas at the oolle~e . 
The_ concert was fully integrated, ,one or the first such cases in recen 
Jeo~on history. A large number of white students from colleges in 
the area attended . Reading the report to the Senate, Monaghan said , 
"I juat think this is news that every Senator should read, know and 
\lnderstand , '' (Jackson Cla:r;-ion-Led~er 1 April 9, 196LI) . 

However, 1.t appears tbat the bill 1·r111 die in the Judiciary Colil!ll1ttee. 
Chairman E . K. Collins explained, "we don 1t feel 1•re have enough evidmo' 
to make it stick in court ." 

The bill was introduced by Sen . Dye of Grenada, Sep . Ross of Felahatohil 
and Sen . Yarbrough, President Pro Tempore of the Senate. As noted 
before, Sen . Yarbrough ia on the State Executive Conunittee of the 
Citizens Oounoil . 

18. B!LL TO END ACCREDITATION OF TOUGALOO COLLEGE 

Senate Bill No . 2043 (Passed in both Houses) 

This bill ~1'/ould change the accreditation system in the state so that 
Tougaloo could be dropped from accreditation. 

Hav~pg failed to get action against Tougaloo by the Judiciary Committee, 
senators Dye and Yarbrough introduced a bill into the .Universities ana 
Colleges Committee that \•tould coat the school its accredited standing . 
The biU would make state acce!)tanoe of accreditation by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Univers~t1.ea discretic1ary . under pr~sent 
law~ all accreditation decisions by the Association must be accepted by 
the State Commission on College Accreditation . 

Jlccorr ding to the Jackson Clarion- Ledger, April 21, 1964.; "An author 
of /t'hy b1.ll ... saicl it was aimed at withdrawing state accreditation 
from predominantly- Negro Tougaloo College near Jackson . " Loss of 
aoored:.tation would k<;ep Tougaloo graduates .f':t'Olll teaching 1n state 
public schools. 
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19. INVES'niGATION OF UNIVERSITY OF !.USSISSIPPI PROFESSOR CRITICAL OP 
TliE STATE 

concurl•ant 1•esolution introduced ln the House 

Denial of academic freedom in ~lissi~~ippi is not limited to Negro edu­
cation,al illstitutions . White students and fe~oulty members who criti­
ciz;e the state ' a racial policies a lao suffer attempts at tntimii;lation . 

Most outspoken of MiSsisaippi 'a educators has been Frof . James Silver, 
member or the history department of the University of Mississippi for 
28 years . In a speech delivered recently in Memphis , and later pu­
blished, Dr . Sil ver called Mississippi a "closed society" . He also 
said the state · "was trying to maintain a way of life similar to that 
of before the Civil War . " 

In retaliation,' a move was initiated to bave Dr . Silver investigated . 
According to the ~c~son Clarion- Ledger of May 16, 1964 : 

"Rep . Jim Ma thi.s , Leake, introduced a concurrent resolution calling 
upo.1 the Board or Tl'Uatees Of State Insti tut1ona of tligher Learning 
to investigate certain employees of such illstitutions who are reputed 
to be end generall y bel~eved to pe engaged 1n aotivitiea disloyal to 
their employers and the people of Ni asissipp1, J.njuri,ous to the aca ­
demic standards of the i.ns'!;itutions , and , in contumavioua conduct in 
violations of Section 213- A of the Mississippi Constitution . 

"The la1·zmaker said tht the resolution :l.s directed at Ole Miss Professor 
James Silver, who, Mathis said , has been actively condemning the state 
and the school on racial matters . 

"'If 1ve oan •t !.nvoke the provisions of the Conl3titut1on against such 
ativities , we are tn a sorry mess , • Mathis said . " 

Rep. ~~this is Chairman of the Federal Relations committee of the House, 
membel;' of the Leake County Chamber of Cemm~erce , President of the East 
Central Junior College Alumni Association, and a member or the Citizens 
Council . 

The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Highe~ Learning actually 
\·rent Rep . M3this one better by initia t ine; a move to oust Dr . Silver 
from his teaching position. A sub-committee oi' the Board was directed 
to investigate his activ!.ties . The sub-commit tee haG-' presented t\~O 
reports to the BOard, but so far no action has been taken . However , 
the investigation is continuing . 

20 . ANTI-SUl'o!MER PROJECT BILL - TO PROHIBIT ENTR'.? INTO THE STATE 

HOu$e Bill No. 870 (Still in Judi.aiary "A" Committee) 

This bill attempts to prohibit entry 1.nto the state of volunteers for 
the Mississippi Summer Project on the grounds that their purpose is 
"wilfull viola t1on of the laws of the state" . 
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AN ACT TO PROHIBIT ENTRY INTO THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
COliJMI'ITING ACTS IN WILFULL VIOLATION OF THE LAWS OF THIS STATE; 
11LL011/ING INJUNCTION TO ISSUE; AND PROVIDING PENALTY FOR VIOLATIOr 

SECTION 1. It shall be llillav~ul for any persons , group, or 
organization to advocate or have as its purpose, aim or objective 
any change by force , violence, or 11ilfull violation of any of 
the laws of the State of Mississippi ; or any of its governmental 
subclivisions. 

SECTION 2. Any court of competent jurisdiction DSy issue an 
injunction to prevent any such person, group, or organization 
f~ entering this State with the purpose of violating tbe pro­
'lisions of this set . 

SECTION 3. Nothing herein shall be construed to limit 01• probj_­
bit the ad~rocacy of any change , by peaceful or la1'1i'ul means, in 
any law or l,a'l-tS of the State of f.U.ssissippi . 

The bill p:roov1des that violation is a felon~, punishable by a fine of 
not more than $1 , 000 or b¥ confinement in t o penitentiary of not 
mo-re than 2 years, or by botl1 such fine and imprisonment . 

No part of COFO' s program baa for itS purpose the "w1.lfull violation 
of the lai•IS of' the state• . Bo,-;e~rer, as this report sho~H~, many consti­
tutional actiVities surr ounding civil rights ~1ork have been made ille­
gal in JIH.ssissippi. Because of this , it .LS qUite possible that an 
inJunct:!.on could be obtained from the often raaiat MissisSippi courts 
under 14hioh those comng to Nork in the r.Jiss1ssippi Summer Pro,Ject 
would be prohibited from entering the state . 

Sen . John Stennis (D . -Miss . ) )1aa also proposed an amel:ldment to the 
CivLl Rtgbts ~li ~king it a f'ederal offense to travel bet~1een states 
i'or tne purpose of v:Lola ting the la\•TB of a ata te . The amendment would 
make it an offense "for any person to travel or transport mater;tal, or· 
to aid and abet any person 1n traveling or transporting material in 
interstate co~rce with intent and purpose of violating the law of 
aey ata to .... ", (Jackson Clarion-Ledger, April 8, 1964) . 

21. 
Tl:JE "CRIMINAL SYNDIOALISf\'1 11 BILL 

Senate DLll No. 2027 ( Passed in Senate , reported out favorably by House 
Oommlttee) 

This bill makes illegal any a~~ociation whtch advocat~s or practie~s 
crime or Violence . Since many constLtutional activities associated 
with oiv:...l rights 1·1ork are o~tla11ed in Jltisalss;tpp:! i.t iE posldible 
that ciVil rights groupe 'f10rkil1g in the state would be consldeJ.-ed as 
"aovooa t"ing crime '1 under 1rhis la~/ . 

AN ACT TO DEFINE CRIMINAL SYNDICALI SM; TO JI!AKE UNLAWFUL THE ACT 
OF CRIMINAL SYNDICALIS1<r; TO PROHIBIT ASSEMBL.4QE FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF CRIJ'I!IlU'.L SYliDIOJ.LISl-1,, •• 
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SECTION 1. Criminal syndicalism as used in this Act is hereby 
defined to be the doctrine or precept Hhich advocates, t~acbes 
or aids and abets the comnu.ssion of crime, sabotae;e (~thich word 
iS hereby defined as meaning vTilful~ and malicious physical 
dalliBges or inJury to physical property), un:un-rful acts of vio­
lence and force , arson or other unlawful acts or methods of 
terrorism as a mean of accompllShing or effecting a change in 
agricultural or industrial o~marship or> ~ntrol cr in effecting 
any political or social obange or for profit . 

Section 2 provides that all act1V'ities which J111gbt in any 1;ay whatso­
ever be construed as aiding or justifying or clei'iVing from the preoe1Jt 
or practice of Criminal Syndicalism are punishable as a felony, ~Titb 
:fine of' not less than $200 nor more than ~1, 000, or by impr:is<mmont 
~n tbe state penitentrtary of not leas than 1 yeap nor more than 10 
years, o~ uotb such ~ine and imriaonment , 

SECTION 3. v~enever two or more persons assemble or consort ibr 
the purpose of advocating, encouraging, teaching or s~gesting 
the doctrine of crimina~ syndicalism as defined in this Act, 
such assemblage is unla1·/f1.1l, and every pe!•son voluntarily par­
ticipating therein by his presence, aid or instigation is guilty 
ot a felony . • ,. 

SECTION 4. The ovmer, lessee, agen~superintendent, janitor, 
ca~etaker or other person in charge, or occupant of any place, 
bui~ing, room. or rooms or stNcture \'tho lalmdngly permits 
therein any assembly or consort of persons prohibited by the 
provisions of Section 3 of this Act or who, after notification 
by authoriz-ed public or peace officer that the place or premises. 
or _any part thereof, is so "USed, permits such use to be con­
tinued is guilty of a ~adem.eanor ..•. 

This bill ~~s introduced to deal in part with the revival of the KU 
]{lux Klan and other white ext~el111st groups in the state . However , 
Sen . Elson Collins, one of the sponsors of the bi~l, "said the bill 
would also make civil ri~hts !l:roups •thilik twice 1 'before begin1ling 
MissisSippi oampalgna , " (Delta Democrat TimCl3, April ~2, J.964) . 

~2. BTLL TO PROHIBIT THE CAUSINQ OF CRIME PROM OUTSIDE THE STATE 

senate Bill No . 2026 (Passed in Senate, reported out ravorably by House 
oollllli ttee) 

ThL~ bill, like the Crimin~l Syndicalism bill, could oe applied to both 
Vfhite extremists and civ±l ri~hta workers. u:naer its provisions, 1f 
any !l!ississippi Summer Project wo;rker were eonvictr.d of a· civil rights 
•crime•, the heads or all the sponsoring civil rights groups (SNOC, 

OORE, SOLO, and NAACP) could be arrested upon entry into the state . 

J\~ AOT TO PROVIDE FOR PUNISHMENT OF A PERSON WHO AT THE TIME 
OF CAUSING A PERSOW TO COMMIT A CRIME ~IITHD1 T E STATE WAS OU'l\­
SIDE THE STATE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
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SECTION 1 . A person 11ho being out of this state causes, aids, 
advises or encourages any person to commit a crime or public 
offense within this state ond ls after-wards found 1\'i.thin th~s 
state shall be p~~ishcd in the same manner as if he had been 
Hithin this state tthen he caused, aided , adv1.3cd or encouraged 
tile colllllllssion of such armc or public of fense . 

23 . AN ACT TO PROHIBIT 'ENTICEt•IENT I OF A CHilD TO VIOLATE THE LA\fS AND 
ORDINANCES OF THE STATE 

House Bill No . 786 (Still in JUcllciory "A " Corrunittee) 

Thls hill attempts to keep m1nora from participating in civil rights 
activities by pun1Bb1ng teachers, paronts , and civil rights workers . 

AN ACT TO ?ROHIBIT THE E~lTICEMENl' OF A CHI!D TO VIOLATE TilE 
LA\-.'S AND ORDL~'NCES OF THE STATE liND ITS ?OLITIC,,L SUBDIVISIONS, 
!.liD PROVIDING THAT A PARENT GUARDIAN OR TEACHER WHO ENGAGES, 
COliDONZS OR PEHMITS SUCH ACTIVITY, SHIILL DE AN ACCESSORY AND 
SHALL BE GUII.IrY OF CONTRIBt!l'ING TO THE DELINQUENCY OF A MINOR*" 
J\ND PROVIDING PUNISFIMEN'l 'l'HEREfi'OH . 

SECTION 1 . Any parent , guardian, or custodian of a child, or 
any peroon legally respons~bl.e for his care or support or in­
str•uction, training or guidance, 1ncludlng clasa1·oom teacher or 
school px·incipal or auportntandent, who encourages , aids, abct1l, 
condones or otherwise permits* a child subject by lal'l to his 
or her supervision, training, care or lceeping, to violate the 
la\·ta, rules or ordinances of the State of Mississippi or any 
political subdivision thereof, to resist or otherwise refuse to 
obey the la1~ful and proper instructions or an officer or other 
duly author~zed person, ln the performance of his official 
duties, ·or in the destruction or private or public pl'OpCrty or 
in organized truancy from school or in unauthorized picketing, 
parading or other public demonstrations contrary to such laws, 
ordinances, regulations nnd other orders, shall be guilty ns a 
principal to that act of such child and shall be guilty of 
contributing to the dolipuenc~ or a m!no:r*and shall bt. punlilht:d 
ily a fine not to exceed !v<.J Jundred Dollars ($500 . 00) and by 
imp~isonment in jail not to exceed rtnety (90) days or both . 

• 
SECTION 2 . Any person*who shall lead, talce, carry awn~, decoy 
01' entice av1ay any child undor the age of eighteen ( J 8 yc:u "B 
w1 th intent to encoureeo nuch child to violate any of he la1·1s, 
rules, or ordinances of tho State of ~l.isstssippi o:r any of 1 ts 
poli tica 1 subdivisions 1 or to porticipate in a"bsenteeisr:l fron 
achool, in collusion With others, or to re~lst or otherwise re­
fuse to obey the lawful orders of an officer, or other duly au­
thorized ~rson, in maintaining law and order on the r,ublic 
thoroughfa~s, places of business, or to encourage in unlawful 
picketing, unlawful asse~bly or other organized activity tending 
to break down the laws and social mores of society shall be 
r~ilty of a felony* and shall, on conviction, be imprisoned 
1n tht: penitentiary not to exceed :rive (5) years or fined not 
more th~n Five Thousand Dollars ($5, 000. 06) or both. 
>~~emphasis added 
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Section 1 of this bill a,gain limit s academic freedom , by 111aking school 
ofTioials responsible legal17 for the acts of children under their 
authority . Under this bill , any school of ficial or parent who dld 
not actively tr~ to prevent children .from taking part in civil rights 
acti v:Ltles coul be consioered to have "condoned or othe.nrise permitted 1 

such 'unlawful ' activities and would be guil ty of oon~ibuting to the 
de linq1.lenc}' of a minor . 

Section 2 is even more serious . High school students often provide 
manpo·,;er for distributing handbills or :ror pich-et lines . Under this 
la~;J civil rights ,;orkers could be arrested on a felony charge for 
"enticing a child" to such •unlawful' a ctivi.ties . 

24 . BILL PROVIDING FOR COURTS TO TREA'r JUVENI):i§S ARBESTE:O IN CIVIL 
RIGHTS OASES J\5 ADULTS 

House Bill no . 960 ( Passed by House, nor1 in senate) 

Thi; bill removes from Youth court jurisdiction minors under 21 yeat'S 
of age charged under those laws most often used f or arrest o~ civil 
rights workers . The bill specifies the ac-tual laws for v;hich Youth 
Courts will no longer have Jur~aaiction . 

Includeq are House Bill No . 777 ( see ~ge 9 apove) and House Bill No . 
546 (see page 5 above L as well as laws aga1n5t breach of the peace, 
obstructing public highways and siclewa lks, disorderly conduct, etc . 

The bill also provides that those between 18 and 21 may be placed in 
the same oel ls as adult pri~oners . 

The bi~l wae epon~Sored by R.ep . Edwin Hooker, Lexington, !1cp . Irby 
TUJmer J Jr ., :6elzon1, and Rep . Thompson McCl ellan, \•/est Point . Hooker 
ana i'urner are both member s of the Citizens Council . McClellan, Chair­
man or the Judi~iary Committee , has been floor manager for many of the 
worst bill,s dealt wit h ln this Session . 

According to a UPI release, Rep . McClellan noted plans for the ~~asia­
sippi SUJilJ'JJElr Project ln argu.lng for the bill and aaid : i''I:t' we are 
to atop these things from· happen1.ng this sununer, we have got to have 
this bill .' His statement drew cries of •voteJ vote' , ano tnere 
was no discussion. " The bi~l passed unanimously . 4 

25. APPROPRIATION FOR THE STATE SOVEREIGNTY CO!lfii'!ISSION - $50,000 

*Senate Bill No . 1896 ( Passed in both nouses qnd signed) 

An emergency $50)000 apprcpriation to the state Sovereignty Oommias~on, 
the official watchdog of segregation in Mississippi, to fight the 
Civil. Rlghts Bill noN pending bei'ore Congress . 

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING THE 
EXPENSES OF THE STATE SOVEREIGNTY COMMISSION FOR THE BIENNIUM 
ENDING JUNE 30, 1964 . 
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SECTION 1 . In addition to all other appropriations mode for 
such purposes, the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50, 000 .00) 
is hereby appropriated, out of any funds in tbe State Treasury 
not othervnae appropriated , for the purpose of defraying the 
expenses of the :3tate SovereiBnty Commission for tho, beinnium 
ending JUne 30, 1964 . 

The state budget law shall not apply to expenditures made from 
thi8 appropriation . 

SECTION 2 . The additional appropriation hereby made is for the 
pu~ose of enabling the State Sovereignty Commission to meet 
unfore~een and unanticipated expenses during the remainder of 
the current bienn1um. 

The State Sovereignty Commission is an official state agency establishec 
in 1956 to plar the state 's battle against Civil Rights . It has helped 
pay for Citizen Council radio and TV programs ana has sent memoranda 
to police officers around the state explaining the laws which can be 
used to fight civil rights act1nt1es . 

The neH appropriation "~ta s rushed through the Legislature", ( .ra ckaon 
Clarion-Ledger, April 11, 196L1}, and passed unanimously in the Senate. 

According to the papers, the appropriation 1·1as esrmarl(ed for the coord1· 
nating Conunittee for Fundamental American Freedoms (CCFAF) . The CCFA:F' 
is a pr1 vate lobby in Hashington establ1shed i'or- the purpose of ae­
f'eating the Civil Rights Bill . The Ne•;/ York Timell says the Committee 
~tas set up after a re~r leading segregationists i'rom the South met l~ith 
representatives of' association and business groups from other parts of 
the country who were bothered by the eeonomic aspects of the bill. 

The CCFI.F is headed by John c . Satterfield, a Yazoo C:tty lal·cyer and a 
former president of the American Ear A8soc1at~on . Satterfield was a 
close advisor of Ross Barnett, is a consultant to the Citizens Council, 
ancl is a member or the l aw firm Nhich represents the City oi' Jackson 
in civil rights disputes . Anothe:r- key figure in the COFAF is Dr . 
t·!elchior F . R . Savarese, a loca 1 John Bl.rch Society leader in Washing­
ton . 

The true purpose of this "unforseen and unanticipated" appropriation 
t-tas therefore to i'.Lnance further efforts to defeat the Civil Rights 
BilJ poncUng before congress . These efforts were des,cr1becl in the 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger : "Satterfield 's group has been ~waging an all­
out battle against the Civil Rights Bill before the u.s . senate, 
publishing and distributing numerous pamphlets and other material." 

The appropriation bill was introduced by Sen . Bill Burgin of' Columbus 
and Sen . Her~n DeCell of Yazoo City . Burgin is Chairman of the Ap­
propriation Committee and Vice-Chairman or Contin..;cnt Expenses . Th;ls 
helps to explain the speed with which the b;Lll ;.1as passed . Accord.illg 
to the Jackson Daily Ne~ts (April 2, 1964), 1'it was re:t'erreei to Burgin 1s 
appropriations cc.li011ttee, l'ihioh met during a noon recess , reportecl the 
bill f avorably and sent it onto the floor a row minutes later . " Sen . 
DeCell, the other sponsor, is Chairman of the Constitution and Vice­
chairman of Fees and Salaries Committees . He is a member of tbe Citi­
zens Council . 
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26. SUPPORT FOR OOVERNOR WALLACE 

concurrent Resolution in the House (Fasseo by the House) 

A Resolution commending Wallace for his Vlisconein •victory'. 

,,ocording to the Jackson Clarion-Ledger, ,\pril 10, 1964: "The House 
approvocl a resolution by Rep , ,\bie Miller of Greene commending Gov. 
Geo:rge \~llaoe, oi' Alabama i'or his \olisoonsin vote . Rep . George 
Swindell, of' calhoun, immediately took up a collection, later announc1nr 
that $185 had been subscribed by indiVidual members and the PPess, and 
been sent to Wallace vlith a note "On to Indiana . •. Best Wishes. '1 

27 . BILL '1'0 PAY COSTS OF COUNTY REGISTRARS AND CIRCUIT CLERKS CONVICTED 
UNDER 'l1Hli! 1957 and 1960 CIVIL RIGH'l'S 1\C1s 

Senat~ Bill No . 1880. (Passed in senate, now in House) 

'Ih1..3 bilJ would allow the State to actively support county officials 
111lo rei'use to comply with Federal Court orders to registep Negroes 
on an equal basis ~lith l·rhitea . 

SECTION 1 . All costs , fines and/or penalties assessed or leviecl 
upon any circuit clerk and registrar of any county of this state 
in any suit brought or maintainea by the United States of Amer·i­
ca pursuant to the CiVil BightS Act of 1957, and the Civil 
Rights Act of l96o, ..• and any amendments that mey be added 
thereto, shall be paid from the funds of the State of Missis­
sippi , 

The blll VTBS introduced by Sen , E . L , Pittman of Hattiesburg, Forrest 
County . The Registrar of ~orreat county, Theron 0 . Lynd, has been 
convicted of Crindnal Contempt in a voter registration suit brought 
by the Pederal Government. 

The Justice Department obtained a temporary injunction against Lynd 
enJoining him to treat Negroes and ·.~bites alike in regard to voter 
registration . Despite the injunction, Lyno continued his earlier 
policy of obstructing Negro voter registration. The Justice Depart­
ment is not trying to make the injunction pernonent ~nd to uphold the 
conviction of Lynd in theCiro••it Court oi' Appeals. 

28 , THE "LIBERTY AMENDMENT" TO OUTIM/ FEDERJIL i1GENCIES AND THE INCOME 
T 

House Concurrent Resolution No . 16 (Passed in both Houses, no·,, in joint 
committee} 

Thia proposed amendment to the u.s . Constitution ~rould require the U.S. 
Government to dissolve or aell a 11 agencies which might compete ~ritb 
private enterprj_sa . The personal income tax ~would al!lo be ended . 



25 
The MiSsissippi Senate adopted Apr il 28 t he so-called Liberty Amendment 
aimed at gett:tng the Federa l Qover!1lllf)nt out of ¢Ompeirition l·tith private 
enterprise . The amendment would force the government to <l.tspose or an 
esti~ted 707 agencies and abolish t axes on personal income, estates 
and gti'ts . 

The measure already had c l eared the House in sliGht ly di fferent £01~ . 
The bill has therefore been sent back to the House , It Mississippi 
approves the Liberty Amendment, as it seem almost certain to do, it 
'1/0uld be the seventh state to do so . 

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION EEQ.UESTING TEE OO))J'GBESS OF THE UNITED 
STATES TO PROPOSE TO THE PEOPLE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE llNITED STATES WHEREBY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HILL 
REFRAIN FR011 ENGAGING IN PRIVATE ENTERPRISE UOEPI' AS PROVIDED 
)Jy THE C10NSTITUTION AND REPEALING TRE SIXTEENTH AMEl!DMENT TO 
THE CONSTITUTI ON 011 THE UNITED STATES ~/'HEREBY CONGRESS SHALL 
NO'l' HAVE THE POWER TO LEVY TAXES ON PERSONAL INCOMES, ESTATES 
/1ND/OR GIFTS. 

J3E IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 
MISSlSSI PPI, THE SENATE OONCURFU;NG THEREIN That 1<1e respectfully 
request the Congress of the Unit ed States ~o propose to tbe 
people an amendment or oall a co~vent~on for such purpose as 
prov~ded by Art~cle V o~ the Constitution an Article providing 
as follo~IS 

11ARI'I OLE 

"SECTION 1 . The Government of t he United Sta tea aha ll not 
engage 1n any business , professional , commercial, financial 
or industrial enterprise except as specified in the ~onstitution 

SECTION 3 . The activities of the United States Government which 
v~olai;e the intent and purposes of this smendment shall, w:1.th1n 
a period of tbree (3 ) years from the date of ratification of 
this amendment, be liq~dsted and the properties and facilities 
affected shall be sold . 

SECTION 4. Three (3) years after the ratification of this amend­
ment, tbe Sixteenth Amendment to the constitution of the United 
States shall stand repe!;lled and thex•eatter Congress shall not 
levy taxes on personal incomes , estatca, and/CIJ:' gi:fts . " 

Passage in the Senate was .on a vote of 26-2J~ in v1bat the Jac•caon Clari­
on-Ledger described as ~sp1rited debate limited to 20.minutes each f~· 
opposing sides . " 

An amendment was adopted deleting the appea l for ~ constitutional con­
venti.on . Sen . Sill Burgin of Columbus, who proposed the amendment, 
"argued that a constitutional convention woul d pe controlled ' by liber­
ala 11ho would take advantage of the situation to write into the consti­
tution the ciVil rights bil"l no\•f before the Senate,' " (Jackson Clarion-
Ledger, April 29, 1964) . · 

"He said, 'If M1ssi13sipp1 , the poorest at ate in tbe union, which bene­
fits more from federal programs than any other, is going to try to take 



26 
a way the right~ or the government to help Lt, let•~ at lea~t do it in 
ouch a way that it won 't be used as a club over our heads .' 

"Sen . E. K. Collins of Laurel, who led opposition to the measure, said 
a convention could also result in a constitutional ban against the 
Senate filibuster, •which is our strongest deterent to those people 
in the North .... • 

''Sen . George Yarbrough of Red Banks , who pushed the resolution to 
passage, denied that it would abolish federal agencies such as the 
Tenneesee Valley Authority, Rural Electrification Association, Federal 
Hau::: tno; lldminta tra t1on and veterans Administration . 

"' we knov1 they are never going to do that, 1 he a al<l . 'But tb,is is 
our way of telLI.ng the government that we oppoae future grov1th in 
areas where it 1o1111 complete (sic) with privat e bu.sinesse~ . '" 

Approval of the amendment deleting the appeal for a constitutional 
conv-.ntton sent the bill into joint committee , v1here it bas remained 
for several weeks. If the amendment iS approved, it would mean t11a\ 
~~eissippi's passage of the Liberty Amendment would not be count~d 
together ~rith the siX states \'fhich passed it previously, because the 
Constitution provi~es that Amendments must be passed in identical 
form .!..n a 11 :Jta tes . 

It is lntereating to note that Gov . P8ul B. Johnson, who steered the 
measure to passage in the set~te twa years ago (it failed then in the 
House), campaigned in the 1963 Gubernatorial race on a platform that 
supported both the Liberty Amendment and TVA . 

29 . BILL TO END URBAN RENEWAL 

House bill __ (Passed l.n House , sent to Senate) 

!\ bill ending urban renewal in Mississippi to avoid "federal encr•oacJr. 
rnentu . 

The HAuse voted on April 8 to and urban rene\;al in Misatssippi exce~t 
in faux• cities Nhere projects are already under construction . The vote 
an the bill was 100 for and 13 against . 

~ 

The purpose of' the pill was to keep tbe Federa 1 Government o~t oi' muni­
cl;..>al affairs . As the Jaekson Clarion- Ledger of April 13 explaineCI : 
"House supporters of the measu:ce said the i'ederal government could use 
the pr08;T>am to force racial integration . " 

The hypocrisy Of' the measure ~ras pointed up by Rep . Bill callicott of 
Tate . According to the Jackson Daily Ne1•1S of' April 10, 1964, Callicott 
"said the state itself' accepted millions in f'ederal aid and to deny 
aid to citi':s vres dj,scr1.1ninatory." 

In fact, i•ll.Ssiasippi receive!l more money in Federal aiel each year than 
it pars ~n taxes to the Federal Government . 
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30. DILL TO INVALID,~TE T"J{E 24TH AMENDMENT WHICH BANS THE POLL TAX 

* Senate Bill No . 1783 (Passed in both Houses and signed} 

Tbl.;:~ bill appears to comply with the 24tl1 Amendment wl1ich bans the poll 
tax 1n Fede~al elect~ons. But the bill in fact proVides for a similau• 
form of registration which would nave the same exclusive effects as t~e 
poll tax itself. 

Under the new law, a poll tax receipt must still be obtained though 
no payrtent is required, the tax collector stamping "Poll Tax Not Paidn 
a cross the raceipt . Receipts must be presented for the two preVious 
years, as under present lfl\'1, except that i'or J.964 only a single recei"''t 
will be required. This 1·1as to be obtained within 30 days after the 
passage of t11e la•t.f (April 24th) and at least 10 daya before any elec­
tion, (the fl.rst election after passage being the JUne 2nd Democrstic 
.Primary) .• 

The poll tax has been effective, not so much because of the expense 
~nvolved, but because Negroes usually did not know that the tax had 
to ;~e paid for tl~o years previous to the election ana did not care to 
race white county ofi'icials, who would often refuse to accept their 
payment . These problems NOuld continue under the new law, despite 
the elimination of an actual casb payll\ent . 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT PI\Yl.IIEN'l' OF POLL TAX SHALL NO'l' BE REQUIRED 
TO VOTE FOR CAW!DATES FOR FEDERAL OF!iTCES AND TO PROVIDE A 
SErf\ RATE BALLOT THEREFOR, AND FOR RELATED 1'URPOSES . 

\ofrlEREAS, by vtrtue of' the t\<~enty-fourih (24th) amendment to the 
Constitution of the united States of America, payment of poll 
tax is not reqUired as a condition for voting for United States 
Senator, for un:Lted States Reproaentative ·or for President and 
Vice-President or electors ~or president and Vice-President or 
the Unl.ted States in any general, special or primary election 
held in this state, and 

\o/HEREAS, l.nformation contained on the poll tax N~ceipts 1ssue<l 
in this state giVing the age, sex, place of residence and eleo­
ti.on precinct :La vital to the commissioners o:f' election in re­
vising the poll books as is lawfully required of them from time 
to time and shall no longer be available unlese some other 
method or obtaining such intnrmation is devised by statute ...• 

SECTION 1. NO'ti<T.tthstanding any statute or the Oonsti tution of 
this state , ' he pa~ent o!' poll tax shall not be required as a 
condition for vot2ng for ID11ted states Senator, for United Statef 
Representative or for President end Vice-President or ele~tors 
fo~ President and Vice-President of the Un~ted states, in any 
g~noral, special, or primary election .••. but any elector subJect 
to the payment of poll tax must have paid the tax and obtained 
a receipt ~here!'or in the time and manner now provided by statut~ 
or he IIIUBt obtain a poll tax receipt without payment of the tax, 
in the manner and vnthin the time provided in the next succeedin~ 
section of this act . 
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SECTION 2. Any perscn 111ho is subject to the p a'YI!lent o1: poll 
tax may apply to the tax collector of the county of his resi­
denoe .... Tne applicant shall rurnish to the tax collector 
a11 information necessary t o enable tho tax collector to fill 
out the blan •ks in the poll tax recel pt as requlred by Section 
9919.5, Mississippi Cod~ of 1942, Recompiled, and the tax col ­
lector aha 11 j.ssue the receil;lt as in oases ;·rbeN the poll tax 
is pa~d, except that he shall place the following not~ce on the 
face of the origins 1 ancl duplicate receipt : '1 Poll Tax Not Pa ld 1' 

Those not paying pol l tax will receive separate ballots at the elcctionr 
listing only candidates for national office ; or 1n the event that vot.in. 
machines are used, those sections not applying to candidates fot· na­
tions 1 office will be locked . 

Because only thirty clays were allowed f'or obtaining receipts of 
1 non- payment 1 thiS year, and beoause the lnbn-payment" ' provision 

receivecJ almost no coverage in the MissisSippi press , many Negroes 
who have recently registered in the state were not aware of the pro­
vision antl it BJlpeared that they would therefore nou be allot•te<l to 
vote in the oleotions this year, including the JUne 2 prima~~ . 

However, on ~une X, 1964, Judge ijarold Cox , Chief JUdge of the united 
States District Court for the Southern District of ~aasissippi issued 
a telltj;lortary rest~ining order against 1, 230 Election commissione1•e 
to prohibit application of Senate Bill No. 1783 . This order restrains 
the election officials f'rom I'equh'ing an~ poll tax receipts t~hatsoever 
for ;:eople t~ho want to vote for tederal offices, such as for u.s. 
Senator . H~;ever, the orcler provided that those who did not have a 
poll tax receipt would have to present an affidavit sho~ling that they 
were registered to vote in the~r preoinot at least 30 clays prior to 
the June 2 election . 

Since tnia order was issued late on the lst or JUne, it was obvious 
that all;10I3t no one would be able to bbtain af'f:Lclavits £or the e l e ction 
the next day. J.n an attempt to challenge the neN lal'l and the new 
court; order bOtn, Negroes theref'o:re tvent to the poJ.lS wl.thout either 
poll tax receipts or affidavits . They met with va~ng responses . In 
canton, those Nithout afi'idavits were not allm-red to v~te, and a char3e 
of $1.00 was leveled for obtaining an affidaVit, (poll tax in Nississir. 
~s $2.00} . In Columbus, one woman ari'ived at the polls without an 
aff1da'lit ancl was told by one of the clGrks she oould not 'Vote. But 
the other clerk said, "I don 1t want to go to jail ", c:nd suggested they 
allm·l the ~roman to vote . She was permitted to clo so. In a few oases, 
even those With p~d poll tax receipts were not allowed to vote, a 
not unusual circumstance in Mississippi . 

Lawyers for the civil rights movement are now attempting to make the 
r~straining order permanent and to strike clown th~ affidavit requit'e­
ment . 

It shoulcl be noted that the list of those ~1ho originally introauceq the 
•no poll tax 1 bill in tbe Senate was headed by Sen . George Yi!rbrough, 
~resident Pro Ten~ore of the Senate ana member of the State Executive 
Committee of the Citizens Councils . 
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31 . BILL TO BRDUCE THE Nm1BER OF NEGROES ON MISSISSIPPI JURY LISTS 

House Bill No . 937 (Passed in House , sent to Senate ) 

This 'bill attempts to reduce the num'be::- or Negroes on 1\fississippi jury 
lists by changing the qualifications for jury members . 

The bill provides that only the names of qualified voters be dra~m as 
jur.Ol'S, instead of the present practice of choosing lando•,mers as vroll 
as voters. 'J'he landowner provision was introduced under the lest state 
administration, because trials in some countiea had been throw~ out on 
the grounds that ho Negroes \•sere on the jury lists . In some JvliN~i RR1 rn 
counties no Negroes aJ:?e a llovred to vote . 

J\ccor•ding to a UPI report, Rep . Thompson McClellan, iJl steering the 
new bill to unanimous passage , noted that "•persons of a particular 
color (Negroes} who ovm l ana outm.unber the person~ of the otper color 
two to one in some counties .' He said that this could lead to 'bad 
situations . 1 " 

In ~ontrast with ~aowning percentages , only 26,000 Negroes are re­
gistered to vote in Mississippi compared w.ith 522,000 rlhites . 

Nonetheless , a companion bill (House ~ill 953 ) \~S passed to grant 
authority to any circuit court judge to include as a competent juror 
any person who has been a resident landowner for more than one year . 
The UPI report noteo that "backers said this would allaN judges to 
qualify white Pl'Operty ovmers as Jurors regardless of whether they 
were qualU'iecl electors. " 

32 • .1:3ILL TO PROVIDE PRISON TERMS OR STERILIZATION FOR PARENTS OF 
tLtEOfTU!ATE CHILDREN 

l<· House Bill liTo . 180 ( Passed by House , revisec.l version passed by 
Senate, Senate version finall y approved by both Houses and signed) 

This bill in its original House form gave parents of a second illegi­
timate ch1ld tbe choice between three t o five years in the state 
Pe!rltentiary and sexual sterilization . A Senate version, strild..l'lg 
the sterilization clause and reducing the penalty to a misdemeanor 
was f.li;t~lly approved and signed . 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE THI\T ANY PERSON WHO SHALL BECOME THE PARENT 
OF AN .ILIEGITIMNrE CHIIJ) SHALL BE GUILTY OF A FE,LONY AliD TO 
PROVIDE THE PtmiSHMENT THEREFOR . 

SECTION 1 . If any person} who shall have previously become the 
natural parent of' an illeg;Lti.mate child ~li.;hin or without this 
State by coition \vit}Jin or ·.~itbout this State , shall again 
become the natural parent of an illegitimate child born within 
tbls State , he or she shall be guilty of a felony, and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished bY ~prisonment in the 
State J;>entitentiary for not less than one (1) year nor more 
than three (3) years . A subsequent convicUon hereunder shall 
b~ punishable by imprisonment in the ~en1tentiary for not less ti 
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three (3 ) y~ars nor more than five (5) years . Provided , how­
ever, that for the purposes of th~s act, multiple births 
shall be construed to be the birth of one (1) child . PrOvi­
ded that the emotional and psychological mak~ -up of the offen­
der shall be taken i nto consi deration by the court of Juris­
diction . Provi ded , however, t hat any parent convicted here­
under may submit to sterlllzation 1n lieu or imprisonment . 

SECTION 2 . The circUit court of the county in which said 
illegitimate child is born shall have jurisdiction of any 
action brought under this section, but no mal e person shall 
be conv1ct~d solely on the uncorroborated testimony of the 
female person giving birt h to the child . 

SECTION 3. On or before the tenth day of each month, t he 
Mississippi State Health Department shell notify in writing 
the district attorney or ea ch district in Mississippi of the 
names and addr ess of each person shown as a parent on the 
birth ~ertti'icate of any ill egitimate chil d filed •~ith said 
department during t he preoeeding mon~h . 

Rep . Meek of Viebster county, Nho authorized this bill, clearly suggcstec 
in floor debate that it was aimed at the Negro community . According 
to the Jackson Clarion-Ledger, (!iJarch 12, 196ll )1 Rep . Meek cited that 
there were 8,647 illegitimate non-white births in the state in 1962 
and 444.) illegitimate -..rhite birthS . 

He said, "that t he State of MisSiSSippi is subsidizing illegitimacy 
through welfare payments, and that the moral structure has completely 
bl'oken down in some segments of society ." 

The provision for sterilization, added by amendment, was even more 
clearl y aimed at Negroes . The amendment \'laS 1nt:voducecl by Rep . W. Todd 
McCullough of Panola County in ~he Mississippi Delta . CO!i'O haS heard 
of several, ;IJJ,stanoes 1.n which Nesro \·1omcl'l in tne Delta have alt'eady 
been stex-ilized involuntarily vrhil e 1n tl;:le hospital for other reasons . 
One sworn af£1davit to this ef fect has already been taken down by 
members of the COFO staff. I t would appear that Rep . folaOul lough Is 
amendment simpl y attempts to legalize in part a si tuat;!.on which alreac:ly 
eXists . 

Rep . MoOullougb is listed in the Les:Ls lathe Han.clbook, as, among other 
o~cupations , a cot ton buyer . N~groes, who are a clear majority in the 
Delta area, have traditionally proVided labor for tbe cotton planta ­
t :ions . Howe vel' 1 :!.ntx-oduction of the cotton-picker a few years ago and 
its rapid spread will make large Negro labor i'o.roces :relatively unne­
ccasa.roy •~Ltbin the next few yaars . Recent political o:nganizatlon among 
t he Negroes makes their majority position threatening ih the eyes of 
the Delta's white community. There is the.roefore ~ood reason , as the 
cotton ldngs oi' the Delta ~onoeive it, for reducing the Negro popula­
tion as x-apid l y as possible . 

If any doubt remained that this was the purpose or the sterilization 
provioion, it was cleared up by Rep . Stone Barefield, of Hattie~burg, 
who told the House , "when they start cutting they ' ll head for Chicago . " 
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Th.,\ts;h the bill passed the House 72-37, strong opposition '"as exproesf'e r.l 
br;fore the vote . According to the Jackson Olar:l,on- Ledger, March 12, 
1964 : 

"Re!,>. Horace Lester, H1nds county, tried desperately to have the meas'lu•-. 
recommitted on the grounds that innocent children would be victimize d 
hy publ:Lcity and loss of parents i support . 

"He contended that •you don •t )<no1~ what goes on in the mind of a chl.ld 
who bad nothing to do with his baing here, when you cast slurs at b~. 1 

"H011ever, the House, 1~hich was in a bo:l,steroua mood , voted against 
recommi timtent . " 

It should be noted that oond:l.t:l.ons at Parchman State Penitentiary 
(see below) are such that ~ny Negroes would probably have chosen 
~terll:l.~ation rather than the priBon terms provided in the bill . 
Besidea , many Negroes could not afford the loss or three to i'1 ve ycara ' 
work ana the record of a felony against their name . 

Fur~her information on the House bill is available fro~ tbe Student 
Non-violent Coord1natulg Committee, 8 Raymond St ., Atlanta, GeOrgia , 
in a pamphlet entitl ed Genocide in Mississippi. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee reported out a milder version of the 
bill, making a second illegitimate child a misdemeanor and the parents 
liable for a 30 to 90 day Jan term and fine of up to $250 . 

The bill, as amended , failed to pass the Senate- by a vote of 26 to 22 . 
On May 13, supporters or the bill prepared for a second round by d:l,stri· 
but1ng mim~ographed copi.es of the SNCC pamphlet, Q.3nocide 1n Mississipr. 
to all members of the sem1te ancl House . Supporte1·s felt that they 
could s~rey votes by demonstrating that SNCC opposed the bill . The 
Nempbis Comme:vcial .Appeal stated : "Legislators were unwilling to per­
mit their action to be considerecl as being influenced by the Negro 
civil rights group . " 

Supporters of the bil l werC::! successful. Tbe amendecl bill was called 
up for t•econsidera tion and passed by a vote o:f' 30 to 16 . Ten senators 
•~bo bad previously voted against the bill, voted fOr it on reconsidera­
tion . Three who had previously voted against the bill, now abstained . 

The House finally concurred 86-22 in the Senate amend~ents, eliminating 
the ateriJ.ization and felony provisions. Ho~Tever, racia l arguments 
ci>opped up again in the final House cleba te, 1~han Rep . Ben Owen of 
Columbus spoke in favor of the bill . According to the Del ta Demoarat 
Times ()l$ly 21, 1964), " 'This is the onl y l•my I len ow tc. atop this 
black tide which threatens to engulf' us,' OWen said in urging passage . " 

33. BILL TO PROVIDE STERILIZATION FOR THOSE CONVICTED OF A THIRD FET..ONY 

House Bill No . 788 (Still in JUdiciary En :sa no Committee) 

A bill to provide mandatory sterilization of those convicted of a third 
felony. 
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AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE SEXUAL STERILIZATI ON OF HABITUAL 
CRIMINALS ; TO DEFINE HABITUAL Cl:UMIHAL'3; J\liD FOR RElJ\TED PURPOSE. 

SECTION 1 . For the purpose of this act any person who has been 
convicted of a felony in any court of the .Btate of filissisaippi, 
or of the united States, or any other state, for the third tlme, 
is hereby dete~ned to be an habitual criminal , 

SECTION 2 . Whenever any person convicted or a relony for tbe 
third time and sentenced to the Mississippi State Penitentiary, 
upon determination by the superintendent of the penitentiary 
that such person is an habitual criminal, as defined in this 
act, the superintendent shall present such facts to the trustees 
o:i.' the Missj,ssippi State ;penHentiary 111 writing, and the 
trustees, after detel."lll1ning tbo facts as alleged by the super­
intendent to be true and correct, shall enter an order upon the:!. 
minutes authorizlng and directing the superintendent to have 
performed by some competent surgeon to be desiznated by the 
superintendent, or by the b¢ard of trustees , upon the convict 
the operation of sexual steriliZation , that is, the operation 
of vasectomy if upon a ~le and or salpingecto~ if upon a remalt 

SEOTION 3. In the event the board of trustees shall determine 
that a convict is not an habit~l criminal, as defined in this 
act, saicJ board shall enter an order of its findings, and shall 
further order that the operation of sexual sterilieation shall 
not be performed upon the convict . 

The remainder of the bill provides for appeals by the person conviotad 
to the chancery court or the county in wh~ch the State Penitentiary 
is located (Sunflo\~er county ), and to the Mississippi Supreme .Court. 
However, as most Negroes in t1iaeissippi are una\Jare of the processes 
of appeal, and as ~1ississipp1 oourts are notoriously unfavorable to 
Negro litigants, it is unUJrely that these provisions ~~ill substantiall; 
reduce the application of the lal·T as fa1• as NOgl•Oes arc concerned . 
Section 3) which ~ght provide an •out • for wh~te prisoners a l o would 
probably not be applied in the case of Negroes . 

Rep . Freo Jones, who introduced the bill, is from Sunfl ower County, 
which i.e Sen . James Eastland ' a county and also the sjt c of: Parchman 
Penitentiary. This is eotton country, with large Negro ma jeri tieB . 
l•torecver, Fred Jone1:1 is himself a former Superintendent of Parchman . 
Finally, Jones uaB a member of the state Executive Committee of the 
'Nbite Citizens Council in 1956 and is probably still a member. 

3ll . BILL TO REDUCE THE PENALTY FOR RAPE 

HOuse Bill No, 145 (Defeated in the Hotwe) 

A def'eatecl bill which would have reduced the pena l ty for rape , The 
present penalty 1s ei,tber death or life imprisonment . 

House Bill 145, to a llOlot lesser sentences than life ilnpl•isonment or the 
death penalty for rape, was defeat~d March 11 in the House by a vote 
of 57-58 . Sponsors or the bill , \•tho wanted a penalty of 10 years fo:-
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rape, s~id that w;i. th tbe lower term the state 1•1ould get conv1cti9ns 
now failing because courts and jurors cons~der life sentences or death 
too severe . 

Once again racia l att~tudes cropped up in the floor debate . Ac~ording 
to the Jackson Clarion- Ledger, (rlf:!roh 12, 1964 ), Rep . Russell Fox of 
Claiborne told the Eouse : "•collored people do not feel the same wa11 
about ravishment as do white people . .. . You would in this bill reduce 
the penalty from death at the expense of your l'lli'e or daughter, juSt 
to please some defense attorneys . I am against that. 1 11 

"Asked by Rep . Fred Jones, of Sun!' lower, former superintendent of the 
state prison, ii' the lowePing of penalties ml.gbt not encourage mob 
action i:f' juries gave light sentences, Fox agreed that it would." 

35. BILIS TO ALLOW ARRESTED CIVIL RIGHTS \>/OBKERS TO BE TRANSFERl1ED 'l.'O 
PARCIDI'JIN PENEl'ENT!ARY 

* House Bills No. 321 and 322 (Passed in both Houses and signed) 

These bills provide that clty and county officials may transfer pr~­
soners to the State Penitentiary in the event of "croM:Ied or inadequate 
fac.tlities". 

RB 321, SECTION 1, provides in part that : 

The governing authorities or municipalities shall have the power 
to construct and maintain a municipal prison, and to regulate 
the keeping or the sa~e and the prisoners therein; but males 
and :f'emlss shall be confined in separate cells or compai·tments, 
and also the whites and blacl<s shall be J<ept separate . . . . 

Provided further, that Lf there is no municipal jail nor county 
jail available to house municipal prisoners or, if facilities 
available are so cro~tded or inadequate or \vi1.l be made so by 
further commitment of pr.tsoners, and if there are no convenient 
or adequate jails otherwise available for the accomiDdat.ton of 
such ~risoners, tho authorities of any municipality are hereby 
author1zed to make arrangements Nith tl'Je Board of COl>rection of 
the Jltiasiasippi state ?enitentiary to bouse such prisoners Hho 
may be committed to any of the facilities at tHe Mississippi 
State Penitentia~¥ ·· · . 

HB 322 makes the same provisions f'or Cou.l'lty prisoners . 

The hills ,.;ere steered to unanimous passage in the House by Rep. Joe 
Moss, of Hinds C0unty (Jackson), especially to asstt"'e H~ds county and 
Jackson adequate jail spaee in the event of mass arrests this summer. 
Jackson, and other cities, have on occasion found thell Ja~ls overcro1~de 
during racial demonstrations . 

Ac~or~ing to the JacKson Clarion-Ledger of April 10, 1964, supporters 
of the bill apparently prefeved tbat prisoners transferred to Parchman 
be placed "in the M!lxllru!n Security units . '' 



34 
16. BILL TO ALLOW DISCLOSURE OF JUVENIU: COURT RECORDS TO STATE AGENCIES 

Senate Bill No . 2016 (Pasered in senat.c, amended version pass"cl in ~Tot~) 

1'his bill ~1ould allo~t discl osures fY•om records of Juvet1ile offenders 
to any office or agency of the State , Disclosures would be at the 
oiscretion of the youth Court judge . 

The purpose of the bill is to allow the Board of Trustees o£ the uni­
versity of !1lss1ssippi to cons~qer the civil rights arrest records of 
Negro applicants . At tbe present time, since Youth Court records can­
not be released, the university oannot officially use civil ri&1ta 
arrests ap a ~rounds for refusing admission . The blll was passed with 
a lmosi; no discussion after one Senator told the chamber : "This is an 
emer~enoy bill 1rhey need up at Ol o M:l.ss . " 

The !louse broad.;ned the measure by adding an amendment that the names 
of juveniles and their parents may be publiBhed in local Dl9'1-lspapsrs 
after the se~ond o£fense . 

37. BILL '1'0 REFORIV! PARCHMAN PEm:TElfriARY 

* House Bill No. 227 (Passed in House, reviBe~ bill passed in senate, 
House version .finally passed in both Houses a.nd Bignccl) 

A 'refOl'1!1 1 bill fo:r Parchman Penitentiary which, ho1~ever, allm:s con­
twued use of the lash on prisoners (see 3"Bction L~8) . The bill centra­
lizes control or the Penitentiary under the Governor . 

The importance of the bills allowing transfer of city and county pri­
soners to Parchman becomes clearer when somethin<; is known about con­
ditions at the State Penitentiary . Parchman Penitentiary is reputedly 
the roughest jail ln tbe country. 

In the summer o:t: 1963, 23 Negro civil rights workers \-rere comtn1tted to 
Parchman for 56 days . Several of the prisoners were tortured . Three 
1·rere suspended ~y their wrtsts 1 so that they could barely reaoh the 
ground on tiptoe, for pe:r1ods of 8 to 24 hours . At other times , pri­
soners ~lere put a lternatoly in 'bot l and 'cold 1 boxes. Women prisoners 
\·rere forced to spend about hal£ their time in the cells st1•ipped to the 
waist, white men being brought through the jail to obeerve them . 

~t ia in the light of these facts that the 'Reform ' Bill for Parchman 
must be viewed : 

SECTION 1 . It shall be the policy of this State , in the opera 
tion and management of the prison ~yatem, to so manage and oondue 
the ~me in that manner as will be consistent With the operation 
of a modern prison &yatem, and ~ritb. tbe vie11 oi' mak.1.ng the system 
self-sustaining; and that those convicted of violating the law 
and sentenced to e te= in the State Penitentiary aha 11 l'la ve 
humane treatment, and be given OpPortun~ty, encouragement and 
training in the metter of refo1~tion . All pr~oners shall be 
Horked vli.thin the pr:Laon '"<alls and upon farms o~med or leased 
by the State except a s provided ln Sections 35 ancl 36 of this 

' 
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aot; [Ijroviding for road i'TOr k in two countielj and in no event 
shall t he labor of a prisoner be sold to Bl'ly contractor or > • 

leseee to work on f arms , or elsewhere, nor shall any prisoner 
be worked on any farm or otherwise , upon shares, except such 
farm be owned or leased by the State of Mississippi . 

Most of the articl es in this long bill concern organ~zation of the 
Penitentiary . Control over the penitentiary was centralized in a 
i'ive-~n f.tl.ssissippi Penitentiary Board appointed by the Governor , 
and in a Superintendent , also an executive appointee . Section 48 
deals ~with 'discipline of prisoners '. 

sECTION 48 . The superintendent may set up rules regardin~ the 
discipl ine of prisoners , No prisoner may be pl~ced in solitary 
confinement except under orders of the superintendent . Any 
prisoner held in solitary confinement shall be fed a meal at 
least onee every day and shall be examine9.by a physician at 
~cast once every '!;1vo (2) days. No prisoner aha 11 be placed ii) 
tihe "dark hol e" of the maximum security unit for a longer period 
than twenty-£our {24 ) hours . Corporal punishment of any kind 
shall not be administered to any prisoner, except on the authoPit 
of the superintendent, or in his absence by the acting super­
intendent ; provtdeq , hO\'Iever, that when co:rtporal punishment is 
administered to any prisoner, it shall be administered in the 
presence of the superintendent or the act~ng superintendent or 
the chaplain . Whenever a sel'(;Csnt or other employee of the peni-­
tentiary considers it necessary that a convict be punLsbed, he 
must make a written report to the superintendent regarding punial 
ment, stating in such report the offense committed by the pri­
soner, and ln the event that the superintendent or acting supe~ 
intendant considers it necessary that such prisoner shall be 
given corporal punishment, he shall give v~itten authority there­
for directed to the sergeant or, in his absence> the acting 
sergeant , designated to administer such punishment, specifying 
tho number or lie~~ or lashes , not to exceed ten{lO} , that may 
be inflicted . The report of the sergeant to the effect that 
such punishment ha~ been administered shall be delivered to the 
superintendent and s~ll be placed in the files of the prisoner 
involved , and shall become part of the permanent record of such 
prisoner . 

Any employee Violating the prov~sions of this section shall be 
immediately dismissed ; and any employees who a~all violate the 
provision of this ~ection shall be gUilty of a felony and upon 
eonViction therefo:r aha 11 be punished by :imprisonment in the 
state renitentiarr for~ term o~ not less than one {l) year nor 
more than five (5 ) years . 

~lhile the bill was still in the Senate, Sen . Howard McDonnell of Biloxi 
proposed an amendment whiCh would require ~bat the Buperintendent of 
the penitentiary have two years of college . Foes saip the amendment 
would force the ouster of the present Superintendent, c. E . Breazeale . 
The amendment failed . McDonnell then asked that the Superintendent 
be reqUired to have a high school education . That amendment was also 
defeated . 
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Th~ Board o~ the Penitentiary recently ruled against use of the lash . 
Hol·<evel:', 11ben Sen . Ho1•1ard MoDo nne 11 attempted to get an amendment to 
that effect into the Senate version of the bill, floor debate shmted 
that feelings about use of the whip were by no means unanimous . Sen . 
Hayden Campbell of Jackson told the senate : "The board has already 
passed a resolution against use or the whip . . •. \1/hy do you want to tie 
their hands?" 

1-lcDonnell answered that, "It 'a awful to hold people dmm and beat them . 1 

The amendment passed . 

Ho~rever, the joint House-Senate oomm1:ttee on the bi ll deleted the ant:!.­
whip amendment . ~/hen the bill returned to the Senate, the Senate re­
collD'llitted the bill to the jOint oomm1ttee . 11Most of the controversy 
centered around oonrerence act:l,on deleting a pro•.rision outla1•iil1g use 
Of the lash on prisoners, 11 aaCOl•ding to the Jackson Da1ly News, April 
22, 1964. 

In the f inal version approved by both House and Senate, tbe lash stiJ1 
was not outlawed, though the "ten lashes" providecd i'or in the House 
b~:J.l is apparently a compront:l.se between earlier low and the wishes of: 
tnose opposing the lash all tog~ther . Acoordi~ to the Jackson Clarion. 
Ledgen, M9y 27, 1964, "!~oDonnell . .. accepted the oompromiae as a step 
fo~tard after he had been assured the lash would not be used 'during 
the next two years . • " 


