
THE PHlLADELPHIA MISSISSIPPI CASE 
CHRONOLOG? OF CONTACTS ~~t~H AGENrS 0~ THE FEDERAL GOV'T . 

StJNDAY, J1JNE 21 
10 : 00 PM:* H. F. Helgesen, Jackson FBI agent, wa s contacted by law stud-· 

ent Sherwin Kaplan. Helgesen was informed that the party wan 
missing and was given the three names. An invest i gation was 
asked for; Helgesen ~;)aid something l ike, "Keep me informed 
of what ha ppens." ' 

10:30 PM: A Mr. Schwelb, a Just.i ce Depa r tment lawyer, was ca l l ed frnm 
the Meridian COFO offi ce. Schwelb wa s in Meridian a t the 
t ime. He ~as informed of the disappea rance of t he party~ 

11:00 PM: Jackson COFO called Schwelb at approximately 11 : 00, but he 
ga ve no indication of having taken any a ction. 

12:00 PM: Robert Weil from Jackson COFO called Schwelb and gave him 
the license number or· the missing car and further infor­
mation on the addresses of the missing people . we il request ­
ed an investigation. Schwelb stated that the FBI was not 
a . pol~ce for ce and that he was not ye t sure whether any 
federal offense had occurred; so he could · not act. He was 
informed of the provision in the US code providing f or FBI 
arrests; he still i nsisted that he did not have a uthor.ity . 

. 12 :00 PM: Weil also ca lled Helgesen at this time. Helgesen took in 
the information curtly and did not allow a chance fo r 
further conversat i on. weil also called the Mississ ippi 
Highway Patrol, with similar results . 

MONDAY, JUNE 22 
1 : 00AM: Ron Carver of the Atlanta SNCC office called John Doar of 
(EDT, 2 hrs. the Justice Depart ment in Washington , D.C., a nd i nform­
ahead of ed him of the ca se. He said he was concer ned, a nd asked 
Miss iss - to be kept informed. He said he would lool{ into the case. 
ippi ) He suggested that the Mississippi Sta te Highway Pa trol 

be alerted. 

3-4 :00 Af\1: John Doar was called again by A-tlanta SNCC. He repeated 
' (CST) that he would attempt to see what t he Justice Depart ment 

could do. 

&: 00 .AM : 

7 : 30 AM : 

8 : 30 AM: 

~ .. 

9 : 00 AM: 

1 

On bEf"ing ·ca.lled again, Doar replied that "I ha ve invested 
the FBI with the power to l ook into t his matter." 

I 

Informat i on concerning the arrest on tra f fic charges of 
the three which had been ga thered from the Phi l ade l phia 
jai l er's wife wa s phoned i n to the Jackson FBI office. · 
The agent said he would give the information t o FBI agent 
He lgesen, whom we had conta cted the night before . 

' 
New informa tion from the jailer's v1ife , Mrs . Herring ,\ to 
the effect that the thr ee had been released a t 6 : 00 PM, plus 
the results of phone cal l s to various ~eighboring jails were 
called in to Agent He lgesen. Helgesen said he could do 
nothing until ca l led by the New Orleans FBI office . 

Robert Weil in Jacks on called the Highway Patrol. Though 
t hey had been called a t ],east four times duri ng the night , 
they did not seem to know about the case . 

·*]CLT tfmes- ·-~ire TI"'nt l ·:-11 st~mch rcl 'J 'j m<?. (CS'l,) .• except where otherwise 
indicated . 



9 :15 AM: Attqrney Doar was called again at 9 :15 from Atlanta and ap­
prised of new developments. 

11 :00 AM:He lgesen was cal led a nd given new information reported by some 
Vlhi t e contacts i n Philadelphia to the effect that the three 
we re still in jail at 9 : 00 PM and appeared to have been beaten, 
though not seriously. Helgesen said he would "take the nec ­
essa ry a ction. 11 He said that the alleged beat i ng threw new 
light on the FBI 1s role i n the case. He said he v1ould call 
our source. 

12 : 00 M: He lgesen wa s called again. He sa id tha t he had only called 
New Orleans and had not received instructi ons to invest igate . 

12 : 15 PI,1 :At lanta SNCC ca lled Jackson and said they had spoken to Agent 
Mayner in New Orleans, who had said he had received no orders 
f rom Washi ngt on. 

J:: oo-rr~n -""M~r1cl1.an infbrmeu=the""(J"a c rcs-on of.f'i-c-e~- t-ha t - Marvi-n --R:J:.ch, Ptlbl ic 
relations director of CORE, and James Farmer, executive dir­
ector of CORE had conta cted FBI Agent Delloch, second in com­
ma nd of t he FBI, a s we l l a s Lee White , President ial Assistant, 
a nd Burke Marshall , head of the Civil Rights Division of t he 
Justice Depa rtment . Rich a nd Farme r sa id that if they ' got 
no a ction frum the FBI , they would call the Pres i dent . 
Merid i an also informed us that Farmer in washington had called 
the FBI in New Orleans . Henry Wolf, a ttorney f or the Goodman 
f amily, called to say that Robert Kennedy had been contacted . 

1 : 40 PM : Me r idian reported that a t tempts had been made to ca ll local 
air force bases t o institute an air sea rch, but were unsuc­
cessful. Atlanta SNCC cal led John Doar j he was speaki ng on 
another line. They left word for him to call ba ck . 

2 :10 PM: Our source with the white conta cts i n Phi l adelphia re ported 
that as of that hour t he FBI had not yet called him, as 
Helgesen had promised he would two hour s earlier . 

--

Meri dian report ed tha t Marvin Rich was calling the De fense 
Department to try to inst i tute an air search. Stormy weather 
developed l a t er in the afte r noon in the Me r id i an- Philadelphia 

-area=;--rrowever-;-~ - -- ~----==--=~~ ----- ~ -=- -------

2 :45 PM: Atlanta informed us tha t calls v:ere made to Burke Marsha 11 
and John Doar a t 2 : 30 a nd 2 : 45 respectively . Word wa s left, 
as the two men could not be reached by phone. 

2 : 55 PM: It was reported that r epor t ers had been permitted to go · . 
through the Phi l adelphia jai l and were sa t isf i ed that t he 
three were not there . 

3 : 30 PM: As of this time neither the At lanta nor the Jacks on off ices 
had received any re t urn phone ca Jls from Doar or Marshall , 
nor did the ,FBI office in Ja cks on ha ve a ny word from them. 

5: 20 Pf!I : Doar called Atlanta. He i nformed them that the Mississippi 
Highwa y Pa trol had put out an ALL POINTS ALERT bulletin and 
that both t he sheriff of Neshoba Cotmty and the FBI were 
searchi ng . The sherlff cla:i.rned that t he t rio were l as t 
seen hea dt ng Sout h on Route 19 toward Meridia n . 



' 
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8 : 00 PM: Bill Light in Jackson called Agent Helgesen. He was asked 
five times if the FBI was investigating · the case. Five 
times Helgesen answered ," all inquiries are to be directed 
to the Justice Department in washington." 

8 :45 PM: Meridian reported that they called Doar in washington. Doar 
was busy . A collect call was placed to Hohn Doar at his 
home in washington, fro Meridian. He would not accept the 
call. 

9 : 30 PM: Reporters ca lled from Philadelphia that four FBI agents from 
the New Orleans office were in Philadelphia. No men from 
the Ju~tice Department wer e reported. The FBI agents report­
edly were ta.lking to people and were planning to l a unch a 
road search and investiga t ion in the morning . 

10 : 00 PM: UPI reported that Edwin Guthman of the JUstice Department 
in washi,Dgton had announced th~t the FBI was ordered into . t.be 
ca se to determine whether the trio were being held against 
their will or whether the.re was a. violation of civil rights 
i nvolved. 

i' I . 

TEUSDAY, JUNE 23 : 

8:40AM: , Meridian called to say that Marvin Rich had informed them 
that the Air Force might come by. As of this t i me, notqing 
had been heard from them. ' 

( \ . 
10 : 10 AM: Meridian informed us that John Proctor and Harry Saizan, 

1: 00PM: 

2 : 10 PM: 

, 2 : 50 PM: 

FBI agent s , were i n the ~~ridian office. They were i nvest ­
-igating, asking questions , and getting photographs of 
Schwerner . We were told that Nathan Schwerner (Mickey ' s 
father) has an appointment with £ee White, Pres ident ial Ass 't. 

Meridian called to tell us .that Marvin Rich had made contact 
with the \.Vhite House (with Lee White). He was told the~.; 
the Naval Air Station near Meridian was available to tl-:Je FBI 
for an air search . Rich asked for an FBI head agent out i n 
the field. Rich said he was going to call New Orleans. 
Meridian Lnformed us that some Meridia n citizens wi th pri ­
vate p'lanes were thinking of conducting their ovm air search , 
in case of further defaulting by the Defense Department. One 
of these people was Negro Charles Young . 
Newsman Burn Rotman said' helicopters are flying around t he 
Philadelphia area. Marvin Rich said that the Pres id~nt was 
to call back to CORE in New York. 

" l '. 1 

The Naval Ai r Station near Meridian was called. They said 
that as far as they lmew; no search was being conducted. 
There were only student flights taking place in the area . 

I 

Mr . Henry Wolf, attorney for the Goodmans, called. He sa id 
that the Goodmans and .r.1r . Sohwerner, a ccompanied by Repr es - " 
entative William Fitz Ryan of New York and others_, ha d spent 
over an hour talking to Attorney Genera l Robert Kennedy . 
X$nnedy as?ured them tha t all authorities were working on 
the case a nd that Navy helicopters ~...,rere searching ' the area. 
He told us tha t they hod an1 appointment to see Lee White 
soon afterward . 
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He also informed us that there was hope that President 
Johnson would make a statement to the nation. 

3: 55 PM: Meridian heard that local radio station WMOX broadcasted 
that the FBI had r ound the car , charred and burned and co ld . 
There was no trace of the missing persons. 

5:15 PM: Attorney Wolf informed us that Mr. and Mrs. Goodman, Mr. 
Schwerner, and two congressmen saw President Johnson for 

about 21 minutes this afternoon. While they were 
there, they received the nel'rs that the car had been found. 
Johnson assured them that the Federal Government was 
doing everything it c ould 

5:25 PM: Attorney Larry warren heard a confirming report on 'local 
radio that a Navy Heli copter was being used in the search. 

-~- ~he~-exiJon -of the -Metho-dist -chureh- wl'H::-ch ha-d-- bee-R burn~d 
June 16 in Philadelphia informed us that the FBI had been 
working on the burning case since Friday, June 19. 

6 : 00PM: WRBC news report on Gov. Johnson ' s afte r noon press confer­
ence ; Johnson had se,nt two plainclothesmen into the area to 
assist the FBI in the search . Gov. Johnson had not called 
President Johnson or the Justice Department, but he was 
working with the FBI . 

7 :30PM: Martin Popper, who, is Att'y . Wolf's pa rtner for the Goodmans, 
called to desoribe the trip to washington. On the trip were 
Mr . and Mrs. Goodman, Mr. Schwerner, Congressmen Ryan and 
Reed, and Popper. 
They first went to see Kennedy. Ka tzenbach , Marshall and 
others were with him . This visit was apparently the firs t 
think on Mr. Kennedy's agenda after his a rriva l from Mass­
a chusetts. Mr . Kennedy told the group that the Department 
of Justice was doing everything possibl e, and that he was 
using the maximum resources available to him~ including 
persona 1 resources. He told them the Pr esident also ex- · 
pressed concern . The FBI, according to Mr . Kennedy, was 

~- a-c-t.1ng~Gn- tl1e =-a ssump-tion -t~ this-cwa-s- a--.:'kidna-p.f)ing; it w.a-s -
on this assumption tha t they are assuming j ur isd ic t i on on 
the case , · ·· 
The parents ' group made it clear that the Federal Government 
must make every effort to : (1) find the boys, and (2 ) Pro­
tect the rest of the workers in the state. They made a spec ­
ial point tha t what was needed was not just investigation, 
but protection. 
Kennedy said that the government was naking a statement to 
Mississippians, urging them to come forward i f they had any 
information . He assured them that they would be protected 
by the Federal Governemnt. Kennedy sa i d he personally would 
r e port to the President on new deve lopments. 
The group then went to the White Hous e . They met the Pres ­
ident ial assisstants Lee White and Myer Feldman. The parents 
were told there was a possibili ty that military personell 
might be used in the search; that Navy helicopters we re al ­
ready being m~ed ; tha t the President had told r1cNamara to 
advise J. Edgar Hoover that mib.tary personnel were available 
to Hoover. 

' 
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Then the President himself saw them and said he was us i ng 
eve ry available force, including the Justice Department and 
the Defense Depart ment for this case. 

8 : 00 PM: The President called Goodman at his home i n New York . He 
t old him that t here was no evide nce -that bodies had bean 
found, but that tracks had been found leading away from the 
car . He said he had ordered more FBI and Defense Department 
pers onnel to "comb the countryside . 11 

Goodman' s a ttorney, Popper, informed us ' that he had heard 
t hat 60% of the FBI on this case a re special personnel from 
the North . 

\-IEDNESDAY, JUNE 24 

7 : 00AM: Rad io report : Allen Dulles, ex-chief of the CIA, is being 
sent to Mississippi as Presiden t Johnson's personal invest­
igator . 

8 :30AM: Dulles arrived . 

1 : 00 PM: Meridian informed us that a young boy f r om Meridian who is 
often, around t he office , had seen ~ckey and Andy before they 
had left and remembe red wha t they were wearing. Miclcey was 
wearing a blue shirt , blue jeans and sneackers. Andy was 
wearing a r ed shirt . This informat ion was phoned to the FBI 
in Jackson, as the FBI i n Meridian could not be reached ; 

THURSDAY, JUNE 25 . 

3 : oo Prll: 

:15 PM: 

) 

Allen Dulles and Tom Finney, representatives of the Presid ­
ent, met wi th leaders of the c;roups working in Mississippi. 
Dulles stated his miss ion was a fact-finding one. The leaders 
expressed t he sense of frustration and isolation felt by 
Negroes because of police and civilian brutality of the state 
and the seeming unwillingness of the Federal Government to 
do anything about it. Dull es said he had been under the i~ 
pression that the situa tion was improving in Mississ ippi , 
espe cially in the area of Education . The leaders told him 
all visitors were given that sort of brainwashing. They 
rela ted to Dulles and Finney examples of incidents where . 

police were involved with local citizens in committlng 
atrocities. 
Mr . Dulles was also told of the dangerous situations in 
various parts of the state, and was told what the leaders 
were demand i ng of the Feder al Government : A. The president 
should meet with local leaders, as he has already been re ­
quest ed several times to do . B. That the Civil Rights Com-­
mission s hould immediately hold ful l hearings · in the state 
of Mississippi . C. Tha t the Pr esident sqould see to it that 
rtew Federal Judgeships were f il l ed by men of integrity and 
fairness. D. Government offi~ials s hould not publically state 
that they cannot protect people. E . There should be Marshalls 
a nd FBI Mobilized in a l l potentially dangerous areas . 

After waiting 45 minutes , Mrs . Mickey Schwerner was finally 
able to confer with Dulles, who said he had a nother meeting 
to at~end. He expressed his :=;ympothy. Mrs Schwerner replied , 
11I don ' t want your sywpRthy . I want much , much more. 11 


