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• · SUM1ER PROJECT mRECTOR . 

Unloss iminodia.to a.nd strong action is ta.kon by tho FOdnrlll Govol"nn!llnt ~ prov~t 
further violence in Mississippi, vo on. tho Summar Projoct stnfr .foar for · tho 
safety ·of tho voluntoors, staff, and local ci ti~ons wo mnko Up tho projqct. 

As pnrt of a continuing effort , "Which began months ngo, to provont violonco in 
_.tho sta to, wo aro comrnunicn ting nov w1 th COFO contacts and w1 th tho parents of' tho 
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J s~o!lts tbg- sUite. This nomo ·will brlof'l,y givo our annJ.Ysis of tho situation, 
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give information on procautio~ ·wo aro taking within tho ~ojoct, and propose 
some wnys ip which tho Fodoral Government can oxtond protootionr Wo will npprociato 
your dissord.lfllting this information as \oridoly as possible. 

I... 'llho . Current Situation in tho Sta to and tho Rosponsibili ty of tho Fodoral 
Govornmont . 
A. Tho mood of Mississippi ~y is o.n.Q o£ . mounting tnnsion. Acts of 
violonoo and noar vio1onco aro inoroasing; Wo hilvo enclosed n two-pago 
report on incidents fron ono twonty-four hour period. Tho 16 incidents in 
tho. report 6hou thnt violerm is not 11mitod to acy soction of tho stato and 
that intimtdation takas an unlimited v~rioty of forms. 
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It sh-ould bo streesod that thoso incidents voro not 'causod' by tho SUcmor 
· Project. · Terror in Mississippi is a continuing fact ._of Uf'G>; tho Swnmo! Pr9jcot . 
has simply rovoalod tho brror. For instance, thoro havo boon fivo 'unsolvod' · 
murde;-s of Nogroos in tho Southvest part of tho stato alone since tho ooginning 'r 
·of the year. Thoro \oTas no publicity on t.hoso mu.i'dors until tho Swnmor Project. 
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B. . Tho Fodord Govornrnont did not act quickly enough in tho Philndolphia · caso. · 
Ho. are enclosing a . chronology of tho attempts of COFO to obtain an FBI 
investigation or other FQdoral aid in tho Philadelphia inoident. 'nUs roP<>rt 
~how:5 that it took 24 hours--undoubtod.ly tho ·crlties.l 24 hours--to got tho 
Fodoral Government to act. FBI agonts in 11tssissippi aro always whito, 
gonorally Southam, and us~lly from Mississippi itsolf. Liko locnllav r 

~. 

onforcemont officers, tboso agents oftan servo to obstruct, rather than aid, 
tho administration of justice in civil rights easos. ~o onclosod chronology 
doals only with Foderal contacts ; local poll co changod tboir story continually · 
and woro us6loss in tho attempt to 1ocato tho missing parsons • 

. < ·.F-.._, .. C. Tho Fodo;ral Govornmont1 doos havo tho ability to aot quickly and 
·. ·. 'offoctivoly i~ support of civil rights. Tho third enclosure lists somo '· ·· ;. 
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_, . .-~:. . . · provisions for F~ral activity in civil rights casas. It show$ that tho ~ ,-\ _·,. ~ .-'_ 
: , ~ : . . ._:. docs in fact pe.vo tho nocossnry authority to provide protection for ci v1l ' ._ v_.,' ,c· . ' 

;,~· .. ': ~ rights worker~. 1:-broovor, tho Prosidon't· could act on oxooutivo. authoritY' , ,;.•: -
:.: : _:, : · ·.. to provido ftq-thor protoction, for instance through tho appointment of . Fodoral' -~ .. ·-. 
:. ·. ·.~ ~ ). ... . Marshalls • .. 'J)l:o report on tho Itta Bona inoidont shows that tho FBI doos havo .. _, .. ->·/ 
- · .. j:.__.. '. ' tho powor to act quickly am of~octivaly :whon it ohoosos to do so.,. ' ~.· - -I-~, .. ~ 
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