
---- .,.- -

FBI Iiwt.:STIGATIOH AND ARRESTS I N ITTA BENA----June 25 and 26 

At 6:00 pm on June 26~ UPI r eported that the FBI had arrested three 1o1hite 
men in Itta Bena~ ~:iississippi. The three had threatened t'tvo SNCC summer 
Volunteer s the day' before and had tried to run them out of town. 

SNCC Volunteers j_ohn Byon Paul of Ossining, ~N.Yq and Roy Tarkington of 
Berkeley9 California 9 were canvassing on the afternoon of the 25th 
with SNCC staff member vlillie HcGeo. They had i nformed Hr. 1dober 9 

the Itta Bena t~wn !~rshall? of their intention of doing ~oter regis
tration work and had received assurance that this t-Ias nall rightil and 
that they could :'go right ahead.:: 

Hhile they vmre passing out l eaflets, however 9 four white r.1en drove up 
in tv<o trucks. - Th.e , w.on .got--out of t.'1aJ.rucks, sepa.ra"t6;lcL the Voluntee!"~
from HcGee, and IJarched the students to a gas station that also serves 
as the bus stop. Although the men threatened the Volunteers, 
they were unsuccessful i n getti ng them to leave town. 

The COFO office in Jackson and the SNCC offi ce i n Atlanta began i mme
diately to inforiil the FBI and the Justice Department. John Doar of the 
Justice Depart:ilent promised to look into the incident. 

The Volunteers uer e finally r eleased, and despite further threats , 
spoke at a }lass Neeting the same r1ight in Itta Bena. After the in
cident of the afternoon, they asked the tovm i'19-rshall, Nr. Webers for 
protection~ Heber Hould not promise protection, but when the meeting 
vias over the Volunteers found him outside and they believed he might 
have been influential in preventing trouble . There were indications 
that the FBI had talked to Wobor and had had an influence on him. 

The next morning 1 Paul and Tarkington talked wtth four FBI agents in 
Itta Bena. One of the latter said that Burke J:iarshall~ head of the 
Civil Rights Division of the Justice Department, had ca lled him and 
said that he "t·Tant ed then to do everything possible in the case . 

Because they had bo~h liconso numbers and names, th~ Volunteers felt 
there might: be -a g -ood chance f or an arrest":_;-crwo- and SNCC made -
further calls to tho FBI and Justice Department r e laying the infor
mation whi ch the volu,.J.toors hacl ; sometime around 6:00 pm on tho 26th 9 

three of tho four men involved in the incident the day before wor e 
arrested, o cha os of interfer· r· · _,tr.p.~.oxk. This 

· ved to be the arrest made under t · s l avT althou h it has 

\l

Tho importance of this case is that it indicates that FBI pressure 
~ offer protection to people in }nssissi ppi, and that the Justice 
Departlilent and the FBI ~ authorize arrests i n civil rights cases. 
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SONE PROVISIONS FOR FEDERAL PROSECUTION I N CIVIL RIGHTS 

From Title 18 U.S. Code 

FBI Arrests - 18 U.S . Code , Section 3052 : The Director ~ Associ ate Dir
ector , Assistant to the Director 9 Assistant Directors , inspectors, and 
agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation of the Department of 
Justice may carry firearms ~ serve vrarrants and subpoena issued under 
the authority' of lhe United States and make arrests vTithout 1-rarrant for 
any offense against the United States committed in their presence, or 
for any felony cognizable under the laws of the U.S. if they have r eason
abl e grounds to believe that the person to oe arrested has committed or 
:rs committing such f elony. ' 

Interference with the Voto - 18 U.S . Code, Section 594: 1·.Jhoover intimi
dates, throat ens 9 coerces 5 or attempts to intimidate~ threaten or coorco 9 

any person for the purpose of interfering vTith the right of luch other 
person to vote or to vote as he rilay choose, or of causing such other 
person to vote for , or not vote for, any candidate for the office of 
Presidant , Vice President , Presidential elector, llombor of tho Sonata, 
or Nombor of tho House of Represent atives , Delegat es or Commissioners of 
tho Territories or Possessions, at any election hold solely or in part 
for the purpose of 'eloctfng such candidate, shall bo fined not n1oro than 
$1000 or i mprisoned not more than one year or both. 

Deprivation of Constitutional Rights - 18 U.S. Codo 5 Section 242 ~ 
1rJhoevor, under color of any l a-vr, sta tuta , ordinance 9 r egul ation , or custom~ 
vrillfully subjects any inhabitant of any Statc 9 Territory, or District to 
tho deprivation of any rights , privileges , , or immunities secured or pro
t ected by tho Constitution or l avrs of tho United Stat es, (or t o differ ent 
punishn~nts , pains , or penalties ~ on account of such i nhabitant bei ng an 
alien ~ or by reason· of his color , or race~ than ar e pr oscribed for t ho 
punishment of citizens,) shall be f inod not more than $1000 or imprisoned 
not mor e than one year , or both. 


