
COF'O ORTiilTJ.TIOll \RT 110RKSfiOP NCYJ.'eS 

t ~•h:-ec w/\y~ in ~.h i.eh art pan oe us.ad i~ the .-1:isaissippi Projec t 
l. Art as a medium of eJGpression: siJnple arts and crafta 

proJect,s using rea.dil}• avallaLle materials . 
2. A:-t as e..n approao~ to the comr.iunity: ways o~ drawin& 

many j)eople in-to cOl!llllunir.y center act -iifities r.ilrough art. 
3 . Art as a mediun or mass conu:nmicat.iot1,: wa) s in which uhe 

objectives or voter registration, political eoucation, 
-and healtl, and libra:!'y pl".:Jjects can be co.r.wunioated with 
art media . 

II Sil:lple •\ri;s and C:rafts !'l"OJE!Cts 
.L\'1'::illALS 

1. Basic !:late1•ials a-., Le ;,w•c:hased e.s i!le.xpens::.vely a.s possible. 
11. P'9ir.t.: Cement :,igment miX.-;d Witt, wa'ter soluble 1\Ji-:iti. 

housepaint (bc,th are av&ilable in llardware sr.ores .) 
B, Brushes: JiY7"!thet,ic spot11:,es cut '1.uto manageable shapes 

imd strips, Slru!ll Japanese watercolor brushes sold in 
bul.~. enamel paint urushes available in~ and 10 or 
hard-.ra:e stores . 

C. Pape"r: Newsprint 1.: su_-eable for wost p:-ojecLs, mccep,:, 
fingerpai.nting . Faper ba.~s aud newspapers may b~ Us.ad 
like ordi.narv paper whe~ t.h JY !U''SI mere plenti:tul . 

D. Past..e; llallJlaj>er paste ( ~,heat:. pasi:.e) available il1 
hardware store; .-lso pasi:..c; m,de i'roci flour md ,J1lcer 
wit.h small amount of alQ ackled.'l'hese are adequel:ce for 
most u.a~s of w!nte pl:.stio glue , 

E. !3cissors : Some, st.ow.d be .;irouna, :rut it is possible 
to tear many tli:!.n,gQ inst.enc! of outtilJ~ t.hem, and co 
use r~zo~ blades for cuce:ing . 

F. Fingel" Pni"lt.! Prepare powder.?d starch as rii:-ec:teci on 
package uit.li boiling wat.er; acid cement pig!llent, :food 
coloring, 01• easier egg dye. 

a. Cl,iy: To !Mk.: a doughey- cl:i•, t-ha~ can bo used .i'Clr n,od~l­
i-ng and kept ill plas..-it: va~s or allowed to harden, mu 
dry 1/2 cup salt. witt l cup flour . Add 1·ater gr.adually 
until a thick m.xt·.ll'e is .formed. Olay cs.n be colored 
bf adding t:e:»ent pigment. .. o ry mixture er add~g f'bod 
colori1\t; or· :SasteJ' e&5 dye tv ,,atilJ:1 oefore it is 
miXed ,in , 

fi , Paper N1.1.cl1G: Pr·9pi:u•e soup)' paste base, using wr.1iac 
paste or flow- and wati!r pas,e. Newspaper can ~e 
torn into ,small ;>iGces and .soaked a s..lwru ti.Lie in 
pas~e to use us mode1ing ~aterial; 'l,:ld torn into 
2t.ri,pa ~o be tlippetl in pas~e and ap~l:iG~ ~ laye,s. 

2. 3oL:.rC!lS for scra_p ;ia.;arials, :Jvailahlc in the locel commu­
i:.ity tlu·ough the ,aLfo.rts of' C0F'0 workers or c.:it:1!11\lniJ:;y 
people who have pan.icular acce.ss to them . 
A. Sq-ap coll e.::t; n::: a,=,enc:ies li.ke tioodwi il Inciu;, tries, 

Volunteers o.f A1aeric<1, Saiut Vi11 ,?nt ue . aul, etc .• 
Ca.'1 be as11.eci. t.O donate i:lot line, rua.,gazi. 1es. ,md news­
papers. 



a. Wherever bialding:; !U\,l b.iint, ..rected, scl"t1p wood, nails, 
1-nre, pi;;ces c.f n1etal, ... awd,,st., <::t.c. , can be round . 

C. Pzi.lnt.U!g of'fices of ;.2.1 lullds can be .. sked for stripe. 
of pa-per cut off •~be ,ld.5es of :fir::.shed prcidllcts and 
usually discarded . ifowspapers a-.; llOllle may be as;:ed 
to donate newspri.:-.t . 

D, Ctocery stores an(i clothing si;or~s may acc1.1mcla\;e 
lal'ge and small ca!"dboard coxes , :-es?ec1.-ively . 

E. Chil dren c&n 11e sent arouno the neif;nl;orlwocl co'!.lectirtg 
house!-.old items , such aa pa.p~r hags , st.ri!.lg , po taco 
sacks, eec . 

.i'ROJ~CT!1 
l . ?rojects usL-'Ji ~a~ural maceritls ~ouno out.-of - doa~s . 

A. Leav et, 
1 . Smoke :l'ei11ting: Hpld a candle beloti •. 'le bin.tom of 

:1- coffea Cll:t!, tlllo'l\'in;:; soot ~o ga t. i..er. Ruo soot. 
onto lesl,f with finger , and pr ess 2.eif t.o pap~ i;o 
make pr_i,ni;; to be used for pictures or stationery , 

ii. 8pattel" Prints : flace leaves or. pape-r and spat.ter 
paint arowi.d tneill , 

iii . Iseaf Mobile ; Build .a oob-ile (.If lieav-es and. sticks, 
llec.,j.rmillc b; ~alan~ i ng ~e J;,aves a-r tll-e oottom . 

iv . Japanese _ <!f Paper: Place J.eave-s and grasses oe..w~en 
a piece of heavy paper a:i,d v-,ry soft, ?aper lik_e 
~l •eneJt or !'.ice paper . Spread a dil1.11,e solution IJI' 
wh_ te p.l,astic glµe over i;h.: top p-;!.ec:e {r1he.:.t or_ 
£'lo J.r past.e ;,r1.l l not worlt) and a,llo., co clry , wei.,;, t.­
ing dbwn c:orners . Leaves and grasses c·•" also te 
ironed betw1;,e:-1 two pieces oi· },axed p;;pe.r . They 
wi:l retain their color if 1,ressacl Detw.eeo )lea·ry 
oooks before use . 

B. :3eed:o 
i . 6urrs : .(ccj,,'11als and, do l J.s cau be made b sti eking 

togetaer burr~ for body and noad , and adding other 
m~te-rials £er .limbs . 

ii . Placemat.s : .S_pli.t weeds int,u 2" - J" strips, soak 
tliem, ~nd I eave 1.hrun tog;ethe!' crosswise li..l<e a 
check~ r buart! . 

iii . J i t;.,;ir,g mac.s; At.t;ach a pole horizo .. ,t.aJiy b1:t.ween 
two Ll"ee& or s1,akas, and plac~ three othe-t st.akes 
l - ~t ft:in: !!.pi.l.l:·t in r;:-,e ground par·allel to the 
pole aw:! atiuu, 5 feet. a1•1av. Til,l str1D!;S to r;ne 
three s,.akes , wrap them to!"ound t.he pol€ from below 
E?.nd tie t. • .::.ir 1)t;l'rer ends i:.o a et ·ossbar held in the 
!lauds lit.tle closer to the weaver than i:.he three 
stake& . Lie a bunch of st.era we.eds over :.te strings 
at the ,iole , and lower the crossbar so "hat i-r. is 
oelow t:-:e lavel of the pole . Add a.~other bunch 
or waoas and raia~ :.he crossbar, and cont1nue r•,;,.1s~ni; 
;ind loweri~ i:. , cai:.ch:ing th~ 11e.0ds b 1t1'1e-en the r op 
~d bottocr. 11alf oi' i:.he si:ri~-S each t.1~e . 



{ 

D. dood 
i. ibittle soft: wood tl.i th r>ock,;,t; or s;t ..ilar lm.1ves . 

11 . Oril'twood can be t·ubbed "r,d p,~ilshed with .:.t st.one 
or sandpa~r . 

E, Clay; 1-fatura.l clay can be found in ~omc -:ire.as . It. is 
us1,1a:.L:J..}' ~adder than norr.raJ aoil, f~els s.uooth wheh 1•ret 
an'd :l.s sui-t~ble fo:- modeling if it stays together when 
dry . 

£I. Lfat;ural dyes I USJd on 11lri.t~ fabric 
i . The f6llowing m~t.erials can ba tmed fc1• dyes: 

oniono lbro,m} goldenroa loaves [green), and 
f l oW,H' (y.illo;,i , eo.ffee (brown) , cu-rot,:; (oran.;e), 
t c;ti sumac ( re,1 , sage , and spa,n:isr., .:ioss . 
My pl.e=t ,n--t;· col.or can be e:x.periuer,t~.:i ~:i~h . 

:i::i. Gllop, c.n.sh, or gri.nd th~ mate.rial .1Sr;d, ai=e:r. l'or 
one hour. Dampeh the fabric, wring :it, Qut, dip ii: 
in dye , arid 101, it- s11. fer 10 - 15 l!li.nutes 0-1· u:ttil 
you like the. color . Add ~alt to .ii>: the color, -and 
remov'°' .fabric .fro!:: 41n,...z•. Do not a::ld aalt witil 
dyeiin 5 is aom:;ucted. tlwn l'llay be added to fi:: colN , 
llUt = ~- cese c:ctlors wiJ,l not. :last be-11:>nd 2 ,r· ' 
wash~s . 

~. Ft·ojects usin& scr9.p naterials 
\ . P~per ll.lld r~1ated materials: new~p9p~r, magannes , C6Xdboarcl 

boxes (all si1:.es ;md types) 1 paµer pa,gs, egg crtrtons , 
o.;har cartons, pa?er scr"!.ps 1 1,ood and cori::;t.rUe7:ivn sc-ra.ps . 
£. Foldi.l}g: New~paper and maga~es ca_~ he ~olded int.o 

hat.s , bo;its , airplan..is, and aJ l t,.-,t ,Japa.!lese> Or.:igami 
aaimals . '.lri'tc ol" hi;;1.~, a cd or:nami..-ita.t.iot. with ma;a ­
?d.r,e colors, cloth scrapQ , Make newsp,iper si.tLing 
111at; py .folding cp .. n new;;p,1per pr::gP.s "t.bo lol'I!'; .1&y i=to 
scr::ps abollt J" w:i.de. l,esve togeth&r t.·!elv;: :..tri!)s 
t;:; xcr111 a squ11re end i;uck tinds around to otht:r sida. 

ii . Coll~se: Colla 6 es can be ~ade o~ all conceive.b1-e 
r;iate .rials, p '-.!;"Ang scra_,,s t-0 c:. .,r;,,::1-.,grnund pio,ce of 
~par to i'orm a desip!. ~dd clo;h, but~~ns , wir~, 
sp-inges, all ;;;cr_ps . 

iii . Construc't:i.on: Toy bli;,c).ts, cars, houses can bt: r.iad i;-
fror.1 wood :;ere.pa, nil.JI. cartons, ~u carton.;,, a.(!di.ng 
ccl~rs from ma;~zL,es, pa?i~r ruac~e, twigs~ cardco3rd, 
ei.c: . Dolls ca.'1 be !!fade .rr0111 paper ba . .;;s, dl'Ulll5 f!'Oll:1 
c:i;N!ba.:.rd cartons . Fa~ .. s made ,:>f cardboard bcx-t.s p:i :led 
or. one another 11)akt 3. totem pol~ . .&-tale, U3ual 
:.od i'anj;a.s tic , can be made. fr,_,.:J all. these ti-hi.."lgs. 
aJ,l ki.nds of ::.culp,:.ur can be- marl., :'!'om papier inaelia 
':lv..r a. fr'L:.1-.:: o.f I-I.ire, \:l'U'l!pl-,d 'l~wspa;,er , st.icks, 
arui fron eonstruction scraps. 

B. Clot:1 and 1·eu.t.;c ,na.terials: cloth scraps, buttons, stri!'lg, 
thr-dad, Jan, .a..rl.ap bags, .fe,?d s~ciss, string bags (.fbl" 
shippi!lg pcn;.a to s, onions , oranges) . 



i . l,eaving: , u'l na11e,--in.:s can br; made b , re!!.ving yarn, 
twi~s, str1::3, s~.ri;:,s of cloth, s.;raws, t l'.:.:nnil\g 
st.ring tl10 !.!t~t1. o_f i:ho ua.ui;in1;; illlil w~avin€ the 
materi!il.s back ;,.nli forth by hand . ,\ loom m.a<le like 
a _pic--in-a .frilllle \·rith :irils along t:.e iaargtns C:lll be 
used, ,,!_th the or4;ina.i. strillg ti<..d otly us.i~ two 
opposit1 si1iea of t~e fraue, Fo= 1olders and hot 
p.L.tes can be made witlt the sar.ie or zitl'lar techniques . 
SOllle small looms !'01 that ti ..rpose '1r1, oftowi. found in 
ltit.:o arui :na;.· be available fr'Q.'11 b.orn1;. Remove some 
thr .. ads. .:'rOlll burlap and ~,eava ir, -r.wi_ s, yarn, ;ra.sses. 
S't-ri:lg br.gs can be used as a bSsis for weaving -:.?treads 
in '.l:ld out. 

ii . Emo:•oider7: .11 kinds of yarns, .s w"illes, am:! clo;;h. 
str-ps = be ~sed ¼"or ~roideri.ng W&ll ha.'lgi':'lgs 
or 0t;1er thL~s on o=lap or plaa col.:i-red cloi;n . 
'T1\e yarn ~tsel.:f ma~· be sewn •11-h, or it ma) be pJ acec1 
on the clnt!l ..nc. att;;Jched ~.-itn usu'12 St>Wiul t!ire.'.'la 
fr~m. the other side . 

TI! P?'ejeCt,$ th&': can 'be used as ,. focal point ror cor:,1m-.ni.ity 
ce:1-.er proi;ra, ,s . 

1 . lCnoilih!:, your commmivy: As you get to know individuals in 
the ccmmmit;ir, draw llpi;m_ peopl€ to give yo\l ideas abCl.lt 
lihe ki :td!; of projects :,'"llu c;:.n do , a.1,d t-o cOl;le to t.he 
cen-car to lie1p :.--acl' somot}:.1.ng ·I.hey are goo,l e, ( hook rugs) 
or t.o con.t.ribu,t..e ~o "' prog.rao ( t.eenage ccmbo l • Try t.o 
plan yo\U" projec~s t,.lth t.he interests and _perception~ of 
t'.e co;,llltllunit.7 in ~d . 

2. Dr~wing peopla to r.he center: Puppe, shows anu ot.her perfor­
mances can be put or. !'or parent~, friends, an;.! ~be g1;;11eral 
p11bl1o . Scme of these may incorpar:n.e obje~t;ivi=s o.t' ~•r.her 
C.J.!IIDlWli i;y cem.er proc.-r-arus and 'Qter ;regi:;trc1 t.i.on ond 
classroom war~ of i.he ~re<td.orn schools . ( Det,a!.15 beJ.ow. I 

.I,. ., 1.1Ppet.s 
i . :Stick ,uppf:t3: A dr:;wi.ui; Gf a.n wru1e.l or Ii.a\,l?'e mar tie 

Lt.t.:;..ch~d to a STi~k or 
h!!.Lll ;from l.l ln1f. "'till:.; 
;-; f.!' l.ps u! pE; pe ,, . 

piece of he:acvy carclboaro, an(l 
r111s and legs novable by using 

-. l'l. Pr,-p,.,r Ja 6 ,Cuppecs-1 .,1,14-ff t,he bottom ,::,f a p3.l)L?t' l:1a-g as 
a. head, tio it at the neck, ciaJ;:e holas for fing'idz's t,r,, 
serve as arms , pastei on £~11tur1J-s, ha.ir-, re .. t wJ.t.h 
mag.;.zci:w papor or oth ·!" scraps. 

lll . Sock r-uppets: Us~ l.cr~e ,pla.1.11 colorC1d sock;;. Soclc 
may ba uss:d alone ·fii;;h ~.111t;ers .:;..t tho: tip, mcv!~g t"' 
!):rm the mou-r,h ano eye5 :ind hair 3.awr, juat :.oove :he 

t.1p. 1 slit rJay be made in th0 foot .-:i.nd cloth se,m in 
to ferm tne eouth, with othe~ f::atura added ir. ~r.e 
same way . paper ::iay ba stuffed into -c,he tip to I'orm 
~ head, -c;.d 1 dress mad~ oi' cloth to be sewn to iJle 

h ead 1 . : 1, or Wi thou~ r,ne r-st or nho oock. 
i'I • p tpi;,t• •·-ache Heads; l 1-JPJ)f?t. lH~.\d lllaY be ID ine OU t of • 



i;1apier r.iache over a clay ,n~ulc or a wad of naWSt>aper, 
anc cut. ~n half wh~n dry ,_()!' .rrouov;u. - t:.hen put ri!!ltt 
back together again , l'apier mache JiL.tY Sclso I.Hi moUlded 
rig! :n:; arou.nda toilet pap ,r roll . Then r,he dr~ss is 
attached by sewing or a rubbs,r band . (:lf t.be li;.,:t.ar is 
used, cost.umes can oe- cha.n~ed . ) 

- v. St::r:e: Cov\!r "Lhree sides of a card table .,ith clot,h 
or paper extending ,;o tt. .. floor . Childr,Jn kn\'!el be­
hind table and wE1rx puppets a.long b~ck edge .. A can.1-
bosrd s·c.vge r:iay be placed on th9 ta'.:lle to9 . 

B, Masks: Masks may oe •mace of paper b,"tgs, papier rnache (over 
crump1e£l ne11s~aper or, a l:i.y 1:iould), and aardboa:td boxes . 
All kinds o!' matl:!r1..ils are possible • :,r reat,ureE, 

J . Co0roim1:cing arr. pr.ojeets !\'1th oth ::r corn. unj ty c,mt.,r ;:;nd 
f:r'='edom school activi-:.i.::s . 

--;i.. fl . Programs: 1 uppi:-ts ~ud masks can be us~ i!.n p:rog!'all'.;: 'that 
focus on i:hc use of' t.lle li~rary, publ1.a. hcalt;h, vol.er 
regiS'ilrat.ion, pol1.i:;ioal educatioi., ~t,. . 

a. C12.ssroom: imy o.f t.he;;e art projcct.s ca,, be ao:ie in ,;he 
freedom !;!Cnools in co .junctior, with c:.assroom stucties, 
parLiou.,Larly murals c!ln be pn.inted and displayed around 
th~ r~om. 

IV ?¢ "-~Ei!'s and J,lass Communi::.a-t;ion 
l . IJsols of ,:,he following t.;ci•,o.iqu.es: ~t people may be 

used .i;s :re.sources for p:lster 1n,;1.k:.ng by- otllet• worker:, ill 
,:, he sal.'le oommwtit:l' ce,nter or classroom g:l'Oup. Sou'J.e of 
the following cet::hniquos may be 1ncer.-,orated inco ~•! 
ar.d craf'ts projects . 

i . Poster techniques 
.\. Letoo:M.ng: !'his i.s t.r.e sual 1 ... ay e; tJ!,\iq,JJg pos~e!'s -

n1J1.gic rnarket·s, crayons, p,15t;3ls, tel!l.peri. wiLh .tlac. - ed:;:ed 
brush are good • 

13. Collag:i; '' ords and li;tt ers pz-inte.l i.n o,ag;3.z"i1:l ,~.s ma.y be 
assembled, and Lett'!rs cut. or 1;orn out oi' maga.:::in1: 
pics-iu-es and colored pep er . Use pictures, cloth 
sc::-e.ps, t.ext.ures, etc ., along wit.h ·,;ord~. 

C. Pr~:ntmgJ.,-i..ng: for ma king 1.-irge numl:iors. of ident:1.c-al or 
s=ilar post:ers. In Som<; cases le~~ers ind desf.$ns 
:,r symbola may 'be saved and "Usdd for ct.her post:ers 
1n other iu-rar.ge.'llonts . In all cases, several eolors 
ma,y be printed b}" repea~in~ ,he s!il!lle ~eehnique wi Ch 
a dilterent stencil or block. AJl printmaking involves 
,-,.11., distribution of black (or celor) and white in 
space . The f'ollowinr; discussions iudi.cate 1rhether 
blP.ck or whit<' r,3.5ulcs fro111 the o.ent:ral ope1·at::io11. 
i. Sl:.erioils: a.r ... a:s can be cut out or .stencil pa pet· or· 

i'airly :1eavy cardboard w'b.ich wi.1l Jlt'l.nt black by 
placing :he stencil on paper ~nd sp~nlnll Dr pai.nt­
.. n!!; thrr,u;n ttie ,:,pen ~re!I. . 

ii . !.Hock Pi-~n~a BR :)~ 'I'll ClJ'l' Al.l. LJ', 'I l~P.S r!J\OK\1/\nDS 
.... \food and Jinol~Ul'II can t)e carved inL.o wic:.h cUitt,ing 

tools nt!l.de for that purpose. '!'hea line a or• areas 
out. bt.:t :prin~c l'lhit.e, 11he-n the block is ink!!d 
and a er la.ced on .o o!' it ,:ind rtJbbed. ( Yc>t.: 
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neecl a bray:-Jr or very sma]+ _paint roller and 
.!)rlllters i,nk or \ era11e!'a. Tnose and the -tools a.re 
.tVailaql,. in art st.oP~s . Roll -..he ink or point 
out on~ piece of glass or oth~r flat, non-absor­
bi,nt surfac,;i, and t.h'.:.n r-0ll oa plocK . For printing 
with temperu, try wetting th~ paper .) 

b . Fairly thick grey c:U"dboa.rd ( called cl'J.ipboard or 
press board) can be Ut$ed in the 3an?e ;•ray by c;tU. ting 
wit~ a razor ~l~de . Cut the outlines oi' a o~rrow 
area or line-, .. iJ.ke a slit inside the a,r ,a to be 
;removed, aru!. p13el ofi' sev&ral layers of cardbo..rd . 

~c . /my kind of cardooaril c.;n be t.tsod as a !Jase for 
print.l.!lg raised letters or lines w.luci:l will print 
bla.Ck 11hen inked . Cut the I.attars out of t;hiOk 
cardboard or spoJl6e and glwa th~J ~.o the base . 

d . Slnall piccas of wood, c:i;rdboard, ancl pot.3:tO or 
oche.r· flat, carvabla material ;nay all. be Ll.sed as 
aoove but as a single '.1ord, 11,:tter , or design pr::Lnted 
aft.er 1.nlo.r.i; by placing it ups1.de do1m 011 t:.h1= ;:iaper . 
Cut a potato in half, anci leavin;:; surface !lat , 
csrv-e away ;i.r_as to print white . 

Use of ·risnal s,!lllbols instead of anci as a suppl.e.ut;nt to 
words: It would be poss i ble to dovc:lop sytibols for 
vot1ng , comr.runity center, schco1 , lii:>rary, 1.ntazr;:rtion, 
etc ., rhich could be r poated on different posters seen 
by the sar.:e peopla t,.roUfhom;, the sw.lllter . Th!s night 
well _prove more effGct1v.;, cor!Il!lunication with JleopJ.e 
unaccustor.ied to t.1e word 3.S a visual symllol. Children 
in arc classes night help dev~lop the symbols {older 
children considering it as a project related to literacy.) 

-- Ann Koppell:1an 
117 W. Co.nter Collage St . 
Yellow Springs, Ohio 
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