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COFO CONTACTS 'd,JITH NESHOBA COUNTY LAVJ ENFORCaaENT OFFICERS

IN THE SCH\'mRNER ':= CHENEY 'i< GOODMAN CASE

t SUNDAY, JUNE t? !

5:30 PM: The Jackson O.OFO office called the following jails and
cities in an attempt to locate the three, missing workers:
the Phiadelphia City Jail, Neshoba County Jail, Me- idian
City Jail, Decatur City Jail, Suqua:Lens I and Collinb
vilie, The call a to the ' last two cities were referred
to the Neshoba9 Meridian I and Philadelphia jails, - At.
these jails ali knowledge of the party was denied© in
particular, the Philadeiphia police said that they knew
nothing at all about the case, The Bewhoba County
sherifF was in Meridian at the time (Sheriff Rainey) ,

-MONDAYI JUNE 22

1 :00 AM The Philadelphia and Meridian jails were called again,
They again denied any knowledge of the case+

6, 55 AM Jackn n COFO called the Philadelphia jail again, -Vle
spoke to the wife of the jailkeeper, Mrs. Herring+ ' eDn..
trary to what we had been- told the preceding nigl tI she
now said that the thr@ ht:d been arrested the previous
aft;e, noon for speeding and were released after paying
a $20 fine , She said the three had been released at
about 6:00 PMI just after eating dinner,

/'

7i 1:y- Mt –Jn–Bi;her– jai:Fs as– irell .as hospitals between Philadelphia
and N[eridian were then contacted again, The Decatur
jail was ca: 7.ed and Deputy A, L, Johnston said he knew
nothing further on the case., Deputy Bill Jackson at
the Lauderdale County jail said the same,

IO:50 Ata V,’e received information from come white people in Phi:La-.
delphia that the workers were still in jail as of 9:00 PM
last night : that the workers appeared to have been beaten8
though not seriously; that it was believed that the
workers were still in jail in the m orning, As the sources
did not want their names revealed to us, we had no means
of checking out these unconfirMed reports; but the in.-
formation was given to the FBI,

1 :00 PM A UPI story reported that Philadelphia police said that
the three workers were released at 1.0:30 PM, Another
report reached reporters that they had been released at
6:60 AM, it was also learned that the arresting officer
bas sheriff Deputy Cecil Price, that the Justice of the
Peace wM passed sentence was Mr, Len Warren, and that
Sheriff Rainey held to the story that the trio were released
at 6:09 PM,
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MONDAY-2 JUNE 22 (Continued)

1 :40 PM: Meridian reported that workers who searched the highway
between Philadelphia and Meridian saw no evidence 6£ a
search being carried on, They claimed they saw idle
Highway Patrol cars,,

2:55 PIt It was reported that reporters had been permitted to go
through the Philadelphia jail and were satisfied that
the three workers were not tI-,ere, Wh:tile returning to
Meridian9 tIe reporters also checked out the jails along
the way,

TUESDAY it JUNE 23

5:00 AM: CORE workers Landy McNair and George Raymond left ?'lerid.-
d:Lan for Philadelphia as a search party investigating
the Schwerner case,

8,OO PI,i, IVicNair and Raymond reported back that they were followed
q:I.osely by local police during the day - - Only after they
CMcNai:r and Raymond ' ) had contacted the FBI; ®hen they
went to the sheriff ts office to investigate 9 the sheriff
of Neshoba County refused to see them, They were held
for half an hour and questioned rudely by officers in
the office,

WEDNESDAYp JUNE el

6, OO PM, Meridian reported that John Lewis, Janes Farmer, Dick
Gregory, and George Raymond returned from Philadelphia
after an unsuccessful attempt to inspect the area in
which the burned car was found .2nd the area where the
church had been burned, Police st©pped 311 but two cars
at the border of county, The four met with PhI.lo.delphi8
officials and preserrc,ed their request to go into
those areas, They were told that the FBI2 the I:':ississippi
State InvestigatQrs J and the Highway Patrol had their
own searching and investigating system worked out,
Furthe more ! they were told1 these areas are private property
and search warrants would be needed to enter and search,
Entry would involve ' the risk of jailing or of b4ing shot,
They -were J in short I refused permission bo look at pither
spot, - They returned to Meridian M th their convoy of 35
peatlie +

Another car J trav bling alone with Dona IVloses9 Matteo
Su?.res J and others J wcis stopped by the Highway Patrol
in Neshoth County on the way back to Meridian, Thaofficer told Dona Moses she had better address him as
t7Yes- Sir, i? His whole demeanor was aggressive and in-
ti®dating, When told t:'at they had come to find out about
the Hissing trio , he r'epi:Led , t7(I'herat s nothing to in-
vestigate , i1


