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MASSIVE RESisrANCE BY WHITE OFFICIALS AND CITIZENS 'IO varER IIBGISTRATION 

BY NEGROES 

Among tactics used to prevent Negroes fr-:>m registering to vote are 
technical violations of c-:,urt orders, threats through publication of 
registrants, economic reprisal,. and violence. 

In Forrest County, Mississippi twenty-two questions are asked of the 
registrant, and a regist·rar may require an applicant to answer que•stions 
on over 200 sections of the Mississippi code. In that sa.me county, the 
first suit to compel registration was started in 1961. The case was heard 
in 1962, and a ruling given in 1963. The county requires that the names 
of applicants be _pu'blished in the local paper for fourteen days before 
they are given consideration. In the meantime, applicants become the 
target for police action, and are subjected to economic reprisal and 
pers'->nal danger. 0:f I, 000 I'iegroes who have had the courage to face these 
conditions, only 150 have been registered. 

One witness testified that after she applied to register to vote, the 
owner 'Jf the plan~ation where she bad "orked for eighteen years and where 
he·r husband had workt>d for 30 years, ordered the fa.mily to leave unless 
she withdrew her application. She fled t.hat night. 
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A white student _from ~ugaloo College, active in V':lter registration, 
testified that while driving in a car with a Pakistani si;,udent she had 
been fol.lowed and then. blocked by two cars. They had been fo·rced out of 
the car and their lives threatened. After saying that the non-white stu­
dent was an Indian, they had been permitted to proceed. The student 
believes lcillings by whites will occur this summer, and -that only inter­
vention by the Federal Government Will prevent them. 

A field secl"etary for student Non-Vi'.'.>lent Coordinating Committee was 
shot in the back of the bead and sh'.'.>uJ.der while driving home from a 
v.::,ter registrati•:m meeting. The three men who had shot at him from a 
passing car and who had been arrested were rel.e!!,sed on bond. The inc.ident 
occurred earl.y in 1963. The trial was set for November, was postponed, and 
has not yet been hel.d. This ;11tness urged that only United states marsha;ls 
C'.'.>uld px,event furlher tragedies. 

One elderly !l\an testified that after registering to vote his home had 
been b'.'.>mbed, shots had been f'Lred through the window, and his house put 
~n fir'e. After asking the F.Br to investigate·, he was chal:'ged with arson 
by the sheriff and arrested. He contim,ies to oe harassed and threatened. 

POLICE BRUTALITY ______ _ 

Witness after witnes.s testified to the brutality of the police againet 
any man, )ioman or child who partici-pate.d in the struggl.e for civil. rights. 
They were marked for e;l;tack at times when they were not parliCi-pa.ting in 
any group action or demonstration. 

Thus, a man active in voter registration was stopped on the highway 
at night by a. hostile group of men with cl1ains and guns who threatened 
beatings and .death to him and his friends. The witness testified that 
beatings by police and State lliglway Pat-ro]Jllen were common. 

A young man t.ravelling fr::>1,-i Cleveland through Rul.eville -:m his way to 
Je.cks'.'.>n was arrested and charged w:1:th viol.a.ti:m of 'the J.oca.1 curfew. When 
he insisted he was only traveling through, he was hit in the ribs with a 
pistol. and punched on the street by the police officer. He was told, 
"Nigger, y,:iu're lying" and was threatened with deach. After a night 1n 
jail he was fined f'.'.>r violating curfew and driving past a mm-existent 
stop light. 

A m:LddJ.e-aged woman testified that on her way back from a student 
registration workshop, she bad been arrested ,,hile sitting inside the bus 
f,::,r having asked where she C'.'.>uld buy food at a bus stop. She was kicked 
by police on the way to the county jaU. She was. moved by the pol.ice• :from 
one cell. and taken into •another where the _police gave t~o male Negroes 
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blackjacks and ordered thelll to beat her. Her sltirts were pulled up by the 
police to expose and degrade her. 

Two boys, aged thirteen and fourteen, testified to intimidation and 
bullying by police. One was a.:rrested, imprisoned and had bis arm twisted 
by the police when he participated in a school demonstration in June, 1963. 
The sec-:,nd, while participating in a NAACP silent march to the courthouse, 
had been beaten and kicked by the police and then put in jail. 

A young worker for CORE testified t~t he was ordered out of Yagoo City 
by the p-:,lice and gratuitously kiclted by a police -:lf'ficer. His driver's 
licence had been taken, and the p01ice bad written across it the word 
'agitat-:lr' before returning it. 

A CORE worker testified he was hit on the head and across the face by 
a gun for having asked the police why his car was being held. lie was 
then taken to jail and charged with resisting arrest and intimidating an 
officer. Tbis young man was told by a City detective, who warned him that 
he would be killed if he did not leave t-:,wn that night, that he was mis­
leading "happy pe-:>ple". The next night, on his way to Jackson, he was 
stopped by police and kicked. 

A y-oung Negro woman was talcen out of ber home and whip{'ed by the sheriff, 
after he bad forced her to undress, -:ln the charge of her elll]?loyer that she 
had stolen some money. The white doctor to whom she went re:fused to treat 
her, and she had to go to a Negro doct<:>r to get help. 

A young boy , active in civil rights, had been injured in a dem-:lnstration 
during the summer of 1963. Be was left on a stretcher in the hospital after 
the police had demanded he be" discharged without uiedical care. When the 
nurse left the l)oy he was beaten and threatened W'lth dogs by the police. 

A woman active in a sit-in demonstration in CORE was beaten while police 
watched. She was then arrested and taken to the police station before she 
was sent to the hospital. 

F,'U:SE: ARREST A~ FALSE CHABGES AS HARRASSYlENT 

Persons active in civil ris)lts a.re constantly subjected to false arrest, 
high bail bonds, unjust fines, and !)ersecution for complaining against 
violence done to thein. 

One witness tes.tit'ied that "the Chief of Police had ent'ered he, b~e 
while she was having coffee with her neighbor and an-ested her -:ln the charge 
of cons"piracy not to buy in the do,mtown stores. She was handcuffed and 
held in $2,000 bond. The case was later dis!lrl.ssed. 
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l-lhen a witness wa·s denied use '.lf the rest-r'.l'.lm at a gas station. vhere 
she ha.d stopped t'.l get gas, and was als'.l re:f'use·d change for the $10 bill 
with whi.ch she had paid, she then threatened to report it t'.l the -p<:>lice. 
She vas t'.lld by the attendant tnat he did not cater to the Nigger trade. 
She vas struck on the teU1pie and in the face. Fifty m111,utes after having 
reported this t:> the Chief of Police he arrived at her home and arrested 
the complainant on the charge of disturbing the peace. ·She was denied the 
medical care she needed as the result of her injuries, was c'.lnvicted and 
fined. 

A CORE worker, driving h:>ine legally and c,;,rrectly, was st,;,pped by a 
Highway Patrolman, ar.rested for reckless drivinit, handcui'fed, and kicked. 
A c'.l!IIJ)laint to the Department '.lf Just:I,ce, sent in November 19.63., has never 
been answered. 

THE J\Bsm!CE OF ~UAL. PROTECTION AND JUSTICE IN TEE COUR'l'S _____ _ 

Despite acti'.ln by the Department of Justice against white men ,iho had 
beaten five Negr:>es who applied to register, and despite the testi!JK>ny of 
43 witnesses to sustain the cmnplaint, the case was dismissed· by Federal 
Judge Clayton on tbe ground the evidence was insufficient. 

~Jben a witness who had been beaten by a gas attendant complained to 
the Chief of Police, she was arrested and fined. Although she took -out a 
warrant against her assailant in June, 1963, he has never been brougbt to 
tria1. 

The trial of three white men charged with shooting a SNCC field worker 
early in 1963 has been postponed repeatedly, and still has not been held. 

A man whose home was bombed and set on fire was charged 1":i.th arson and 
held in jail under high bond. The charges were ultimately dropped. 

THE F ,B,I. AIID IlEPARIMfilPr OF JUSI'ICE HAVE FAIIBD TO PROVIDE PROTEX:TION OR 
SUPFORT THE llEGRO OR l-nilTE AMERICAN IN THE Sl'RUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 

A white man was beaten up for working in the civil rights movement. His 
face was swollen and bleeding. When be went to the FBI, accompanied by a 
well-dressed University Professor and by a lawyer, the FBI agent asked 
which of the three was the one wh'.l had been beaten up. 

Witnesses testified that l::ica1 FBI agents said they could not take action, 
bt,t could only f()rward C'.>mplaints. On complaints to the Department of Justice, 
not even answers were received. In ~arch 19.64, a complaint was filed with 
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the ~partment ':>f Justice after students had been subjected t':> ~lice 
brutality and after f':>ur students had been shot at on the JacRson State 
Cbllege camws for protesting the absence of a stop-light. To the date 
of the citizens' panel on June 8th, 1954, no answer bas been received. 

TEsrIMONY ON THE F .B.I. 

One witness active in the NAACP test-ified that although she had 
notified the Department of Justice of an assault in the sUllllller of 1963, 
she had never received an answer. 

One CORE witness testified that statements on police brutality were 
taken by the local FBI men, wh:, claimed t.hat the statements had been sent 
':>n t::> ~7ashington. Since then, nothing bas happened, Complaints made 
directly to the FBI or thr-:iug4 the Council of Federated Organizations :,r 
to the Department of Justice have received no response. 

A, brutal attack by two whit,e men on t,n Negr::>es, resulting in permanent 
in.:Jo/ies, was rc90rted to the FBI. The FBI agent stated he c::>uld d::> 
nothing m::>re than senu a report to the Memphis oft'ice. The Hitness, one ::>f 
the. injured men, was t0ld by the FB:( to re¢rt the attack to the Sheriff, 
wh:ise .answer was "Y:mr faillily' s supposed to be dead". There has been no 
resp-:,nse t:, the complaint to the :FBI lllade on February 5th, 1964. 

One inci.dent testifi,:,d to at the hearing c:,ncerned a llegr-:, 1:1ho had been 
killed, when unar;ned, by a member :if the Mississippi legislature. A Negro 
witness t::> the slaying refused, when arrested, to perju1·e hi1n.sel1' by testi­
fying that the victilll had been art1ed at the time; because he refuaed, his 
jaw was broken by jail::>rs. Mter further threats, be was coerced int::> 
revising his test~ny and gave a :false statement at the trial to the effect 
that the victim had been arined. tater, he went t-o the. FBI and t::>ld the 
true facts., and asked f:,r pro:tecti '.JO. }le was subsequently sh:,t. His wid-ow, 
testif'ying at the hearings, stated that the Sheriff had t:ild her that her 
husband w::>uld not mm be dead if he had n:,t g:,ne t:> the FBI. 

A student fr'.lm T-augal:>:, College testified t::, the constant burning of 
cr:>sses at the C-:illege and to frequent shootings from passing cars - sh::>ts 
aimed at facul.ty houses, dormit:>ries, etc. When the l)Olice and state Patrol 
were asked f:>r help but gave none, eff.:,rt,s t::> get help fr::>m the FBI proved 
fruitless f::>r three weeks. The FBI arrived, and expre-ssed interest, only 
after a picture of the burning crosses·had been published in the New-York 
Times. 




