
Dear Ed. 

2GJ.6 Speedway 
Aw,U.n, Texas 
June 3; 196!~ 

I realixe that you llillSt be very busy -at this :t.53 t:Lme ., }m~t'!i;x hope thatyou will 

forsive ne for writing such a lonG letter; and apolor.;ize for not replving immediately 

to your letter of May 22. 

You suggested that I keep workine; until July 1, and join .Ill you in Washineton County at kt 

that time. I decided to compromise between the need for or:lentation and the need· for money. 

' I'll be coming with Bob Stone for the June 2R 21st orientat:ion. I'll have money for 

subsistence through January. ~ Hope:fulJ.y, I'll be able to .ztu secure a part-time -

job in November which I would be able to lose and still eat. Transportation costs 

will be cut by e;oing with Bob. 

Though I am certainly thankful for the sign of personal interest which you have shown in me 

I have a number of reservations about working in the E Hhite Community Project. 

First of all, is the question of how to deal with the poor white's bigotry. Cer-

tainly, we nrust not be so rash in-rejectlnr.; the racial culture which has been inGrained in them 

that we erect a barrier of "outscbde agitator" hate between us. The n,.ain part of non-

violence, I think, is to keep a cool head when faced with hatred, whether it be expressed in 

violence or in words. 
~.....:. 

But this does not resolve th~ question of_ how t? deal with their 

bigotry, it ~sonly a tactic of diplomacy. The big mistake of the PoJ?Ulists in the '90 1 s 

was putting the issue of economic identification with the Negroes above racial hate, only 

to have the conservatives turn around and stir up the racial hate again destroying the 

posibility of economic identification and des~roying the Populists. Though Negro and 

white poor were brought very close together by their co1mnon economic problems and their 

.. hatred of rich !)Ri&p'te whites, many poor whites later left the movement to join the lG.an 

at the provocation of racial identity. In other words, we cannot be satisfied with a 

superficial'alliance between :poor whites and Negroes because the power structure can break 

it up when -they -want to. We cannot t0xmeF!t: tolerate a racial fear lying dormant in them, 

• obscurred for the moment_py economic identification with Negroes. ID.tima.tely, we must 

ask them to vote for the Wsgro candidates o-J: the Freedom Democratic Party;-·-we··nrust . 

overcome his intense racial hate, by our example of unequivocable support of the 
The poor white • 

Negro civil rights movement. HR must end up ready to listen to Mrs. Hamer campaign 

at their church.~ 

Liberal Texas Democrats are timid on human riehts questions, and Labor questions, 

arid poverty questions because any boldness on their parts is answered by the conservatives 

by stirring up race h~te in Fast Texas and by condemning"extremists and maybe even eonmrunists" 

in West Texas. 

~erhaps I am idealistic, but I have a ereat deal of faith in the Freedom Democratic Party/ 
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UOst of .. rr:, "pseudo-li"oeral" and political .f'riends assura.e that the party :Ls only a 

atrctegic l;lOVe to get Federal :poll ·ua.tchers into the otate, to be .abandoned thereafter 

for a. pa.tenw.l.izint.?; Dixiecrat :pe.rey. Tirts is -the al'proaeh T~:,cas !~s ta.ken. 

I want the Preedom DeI!10cre.tsto become the Deu:c,crctic Pllr.tcy· of Mississ:tppi. I want 

the Freedom Democrats to continue vo·ter--regtstra.tion- educa-t5.on W?rk ur.itlJ. that p,.rty 

l!as 1!lore pol 1.tical pcnrer tho.n tlte Dixiec:ra:ts. (tXAWCc:tcxcl!ill:t,~:m-....ecxol!l:,.t&b:eduxc!!ro.io>-..eic 

' 
I -wn.nt ;tlle Freedom Del'.i.ocratic ~ ca.ndida;t.ea to be J.S :forthrt.ght, a.bout the kind of' pro-

grairs they -wan:t t as Martin Luther King ,-:-J.s in Jds he-Qr.. i~1,y !!£. can't ~- TaJr...e a. 

stana and keep on b.arpJug on it until you v:ln. I thiuk that wl,ite· moderates· and·· 
no :pa.rt or 

poor whites should be t..o.rd ~roo the begim1ing tha:I; mmm:a::t::tn..,r.-t the polttical. program vill 

mu be toned dowl~ to get thern .1.rt the ~Y. It is e. proara.m wh:i.ch already represents 

the5.r interests. 

I don't have a nap of M ssil!ls5.p:p! but if Greenv:lJ.J.e is not AZ in the 2~ Congress1on-. 

nl d.latrict, where the Freed.om Den:.,ocra.tB+ox ii.aye the bes-t cha.nee to win,. I wa.nt to kmN 

why. Support of' tlle white m.-:>derate and poor white when Hrs. lamer f'ina.lly wins ia tr..e 

:utt. ultinllite test o.f th~ vaJ.idJ:t;y of' the li'reedom Democra.ta. The natl on ancl. the vorld will 

judge us harslily ii" our f'irst politiC?O,l victory is not a biro.cia.l one. that is 1f' the 

l 
I 
i 

I 
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Negro and vhi te • voters line up in blocks opposins one another> IA,,~ u.1\ \\ k -.v-e. l o ,t. i 
:r ..f o .,._..,. • ~"" + ...., "'e.., ._ '-or- -e. ~"' "H le \ 3 , :r A""" 11 C "Y , ", .;-'I 1' I e -c. s ,:, ci • • J 

I 11~~ the. :1-dec. of~- Nezro•?,-:ed._. .,.::rea.ted .7 and inspired. party_ vnich vhi1:-s '!°rk into •. 
. • ._• • \ I.••,~ • •.: • ,_ •,;•.•r.t'.:~,t,:f~ ... p,: '. • •,r.a,r-V'•t••;~"'-'..l,.,4 ~; , ..,,,, _. , ,......:-:_ ._. • ' ~ \ 

Mer:.y oti~•("f'r.ten~ eal.1 thia 14ea inverse ra~ism. It• s :f'u.nny that they don •t ~ ■uwtt I 
. . 

a white created, led> and inspired :party vith Megroes 100ViDg into it a_ racial pa.rty-. 

Wasn't tlle reason .Aaron Henry got 8o,OOO \-otes last f'all that ?fegroes vere vill.ing to ~riti 
\ 

~ to support; a Neg-.ro candidate representir13 issues 01: pove1-tya and civil l"ights7 'l'"ney ~ 
. -:--:-f. ~(, 

were enthaiaStic bees.use for the :first time someone wnom they cou.ld.btlieve vaa ottering 
nor . 

a means to obia.in a 111ll, loa.f of' bread. •• :Neither a n&-tion 111X ~ man canexist h.al1" el.ave . , 

and j.lal.f free .. ~ncessiona vitll the moderates, confining the 1'"'1-eedom Democrats • 
.·' ... 

• t.o a program ot b.al.t .t'reedoms will. FQdu.ce an·. intole~le psychological strain. in 
..u..c. fJ .,,o~.., , .. . . . : .. , . .. : ·. . . , . , . 
T- ' t•· I I -=--returning them firi.alJ.y to apathetic acceptance of how th.1.ngs are.· 

.. . . •. ., ~ ~: ' ·: ; ' ' . ;,. ; . . ·, . • . . ,:, : •• • ,. ·, ' " ., ·' ... ~. '. 
-Following these political eonceptions;meane ve'will loae a large nwaber o:t,vbitea Who 

:resent our unequ.1 vocal. stand. beaide i.he li"°."6ed.¢m !lemoc~ -pr~ i~ • ti.t better-
~ ..! • .~ ~ • •• 'tt o • ~ ,• • ,_ ••• • \ '• ~ ;r•:~, 's }: •·• • ... I •• • ,, '• O' ' f ' 

tban pourtng·molasseE on the works} molasses which will turn to rack eandy vben e:q:,p,ed 
, . . 

• • I~ 

to racial propsganc'i.a? 



niave Gome other reoervation.o. Your -statement m: in your letter about the va.l\le 

ot Southerb voites disturbed me. lt is indisci·i.mina.tet. lPw about the whii:e southerner's 

who· have not learned the lessons of understanding and embracing tl-ie South? Hov about -
Northern students who have given up their sel:f rlghteousnesa and can tell the soutberner 

about how r)C.d thi~a: a:re in Harlem? Ilov -about yankee :Bob Stone vno bas he.d tiro years 

pol.i.tical emnpe.ie1ling i'or Negroest nw about apecialista in ag:ricul.ture, or laisons 

:for the Federal projecte1 l!ov a.bout Uee;rou vorkers to c:i.a.1lenge them :in an existen

tial 'WB,Y once they ha'\le so~ their rac~ ha:tredt . 1•·•,;r;-., 

I have some reservations about yctu" statet1ent in the Southern l'ntriot aay-11~ tbs 
• ' . 

' white student isto the Rrighttt ot the Megro :politically. I have some reaervatioms 

aboutJ t..avine; to work with Charlie Smith tlie mad leafJ.eteer who continual.lly Wld without 

permission makes stu:f:f' to i',and O'l!t to people ou the Gtreeta on his littJ.e mimeo. 
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If' you st~ .. think you want me a in the. 'White Conrau i-ty Project, I am wil

ling, and eager to join you. Ir JWt, vould you tell whoever•s suppo~ed to kliov_ that 
. . . 

I'll be working in voter registration projects and. have the enclooed CN-d properl.J" cart.1r1ed --1li 
• • . ~-~f < ·~t :. ' ;':., .. '.· ~ - • , . ., " .··~-:-. ·;., .. ·---

e.r-A. Se!lt to the Na.tiom.l Council .. F.d, ~f I liave oversimpli:f'ied tr.e case·; and tl.eref'ore 

led ~self est~ in -rey thinldng I w.lll be reacy to ac:cep-t a be·liter poait1on, and ··though' 
. . 

I intend to tight tor my idee.l}, I V-1:,ll do so at the proper time beiDg willing to follow

orders tl.i.e rest of thetime. 

It ,rp:tx would be 1:1.ice il' Iba.d a schedule o-r the first orientation I will miss. Could 
.• . 

you send· me onet , I want to be as rill read :f'or thia effort a.s J)OSSible, so add any books 
., . 

or legal. natters you tbi.Dk I should st-w3¥.. l wu.ld al.so like ;a llst ot curriculum tor 
• • • i '; • ~ 01 • • • • • • : " ' 

0 
•-. • • •• ~ •• r ' • •, •, • • I, ' ,.,1 1 l ( 

tha Fnedom ~•• to uae in aolicitiDg eftwts here i'n Autin. > 
I • • • • 

.( .. _ ~-<· , (-
.: ·: · I a ~ou to aeet .:yw • and. sw;t7t ~to work~ 

• &~ ( • 1 • 

{ • ,.. • .. ~ i. t_ ~·: 
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