
TO: 111!M1ER8 C1l! mE Ulll1l'XD 8TA!l'IS COIIliiBSS 
1'11011: CCXIIICIL C1l! Pl!ll!IIA'l'BD ~OilS 
DATE: JUII! 3, 1961> 

MISSISSIPPI RIOII'lB IIIIVE PIAIII!Dj STArS OFFICIALS II)IIILIZl! 1'011 SUMIII5! 

,, 

A E811ve edua.Uon1 ~tty 111provement1 am voter res1otrat1on clrtve 1o beinc 
laW>ced in tbe stote at M!.oaiaaippi tb11 ...-r by tbe COWICil of P'edel'&ted Orplli­
:tetioD!I (COP0) 1 a civil righte coalition co.priaed or the <:mgreaa or Racial llquality1 

tbe f!atiooaJ. AaiOCiatiot\ for the Ai!vanoeJIIIUlt or COlared People 1 the Soutbera Cbriatian 
IAeilerobip conterence1 a·m tbe Student llol1violent Co.rdiliatins G'<alittee. !!tie Ratiooal 
Counoil of Churobeo bao Joimcl tbe civil rlghta groups in tbia extenaive c1r1 ... 
Hllmreds ot e1ergymen1 stu4ente 1 teacbera1 1owyero aD1 .otben- v111 be goiQ& to Mialia· 
sippi to volunteer tor this proJect. (see attac:l\ed artiele: m:w ltm: 1!IMI!S, SW>day1 
Uay 17, 1!)61>.) 

CCP'O 1a cODCe:roed about tbe ~ oatety or -r vclu.nteera becau.oe or Millill• 
1pp1 • e long record or violeace acaioat civil ria'>ts vorlran. (See attlcba4 doclamlte4 
chl'OilOlOiiY or violence: Fraa APril 41 1963, COIIIRBBSIONAL RJ!CCJU>,) 

'lbs state baa paesecl "tive bUle 4eoigped to balt ~tratiO<UI and baa other propoaala 
before it Wbicb vculd legalip tbe blatant barru-nt of....- education am vnter 
reS1att11tion vorkere . (~e attec:l\ed: "Miaaiaaippi l!ea41ea Lava torr 'Freed'"" &-r'") 

A powe:rtul poli.- fOl'Ce 1e beiQ& IIObilized botb locally aD1 eta tevide by Mtaoiaoippi 
lAv ant~nt otticialo in a rupooae to tbe ,_r proJect, (See attached articll: 
IU!IIIJIEI!K, Pe'lmlary 2111 19611.) 

PROl'OSED AOTIOII TO PliEVEII'r VIOU!IICE All!> MAIII'rAilll OBm2l 

In order to prevent poaoible violence alld chaoa -- and to II&VII livea - coro is 
attel!ptiQ& to aec:ure a tede:r:e.l. preaence in Mi aaioaiPPi "Mtore any twc1c 1nc14enta 
occur. Public baarlnp before a panel of ten di.ltiQ&UlAliiifA...rtcaae are aclleduled 
torr June 8tb at tbe Jlotional 'lbliatre. Local Miaaisoippiana IIIII. Conatitutlo,.l 
lawyers ~11 teatif)' .. to the need tal' and legality or J'ederal act1011· Lesders or 
tbe COPO proJect are at~ting to secure an appointalellt vitb Prealdant JObneoD to 
confer on atapa vbich abould be tallan. (see attacbod article: 1111 ltm: 1'0!!'1'1 J10Y Z1, 
1964.) 

AC'l'IOIII R!!QU!S'IED IJl1 !eiB!RS OP COHIRESS 

'Ibis brietios 1a an at~t to anllat your help. We are aeld.ng ;you to taloe tbe 
foll,<1vios atops: 

1. Attem tbe J\Uie 8tb Uarln&• aD1 plan to •• a publi.c state.nt oo tbe 
baste ot tbe test~ ycu hear tbat da.y. 

2. In a rev >~eekal coro v1ll be aen41116 you • liet or tbe ...... ot your eonatl­
tuenta Wbo v1ll be wrld.Q& vitb ua in M1aeiaaipp1 . We urge tbat ;you briQ& 
tbeir preeanca in Mialialippi to tbe attention ot your colleague• and tbat 
you -k tba aid or your coU....,.e in ol>tainiQg Fede:r:e.l. prntection tor 
your eonati tuenta. 



3· Contact tbe JUstice ~t, iD vritiJII, 1D41v1dllally or •• & croup, all4 U1'IP! 
that tile ~t taloo tile following -citic ·~• in order to ineure that tbe 
COIIatitution ia \!Pheld in M!.adeaippi tllio o,_r am tbet ~ proJect volunteero 
are prOtected. 

a. Aleign oevval. u.s. Manb&ll in """n' eOW>t:y or local.it:y vllere tb&re vl.ll 
be ooro proJect& deeigne<l to oeeure the oonet1tuti01l&l rtgbto 'for the lltgr<) 
eitizellll ot 111aaiaoipp1. (1!>e power ,of the AttorDe)' General to do t111a 1e tOUDd 
uaer section 5491 Title 2ll, u.s. COde; an4 5ection 31)531 Title 161 u.s. Cede. ) 

b. set u,p .. 1\ll.l-t!.M brencb office 011 • teq>or&ry basil in ....... 1 lle:y 
Mleoiloippi cities 1 i.e . , Gre8DVood1 Hattieoburg1 Jackaoo1 all4 ~taovilla . 
('lbere are eurreJ~tl:y u.s. Attorney'• offieeo 1n tbe t'U'ot tbree cttieo. It i ,o 
quite vitlliD reaaoo to requeot that tile Juottee ~ eatabllah tull:y ataffed 
ope.-tiona 1n tbeae cities, aa -u &,a B&taoville1 tor tbe .-r. ) 

c. Into:na, b:y 111&11 or otherwise, v&rl.ouo Ml.aoiuippi lew entorce•nt ottic1&lo 
both on tile state and local level ot Federal len X'et"rd1ns 1Dtila1dot1on llll4 
bam of citiceM of the United st&t.eo 'IIIIo are exercia111S their C<lllAtitutional rigbta 
all4 that tbe Attorney General ll8lle :tt clear to theoe otftcialo tb&t proseeutio<l 
ea "'ell • • tile acthe uae or Federal prevantative force vill be owitt and aure. 

d. Notilfl' GoVernor Pllul Johneon th&t the Juotice n.p8.rt..nt intends to taka 
Wbatevar ••ns are neceeoary to prant.ee tile CODititutioaal rtgbta or u.s. citizeoa 
'IIIIo are in the atate or Mioeiooippi tbio ·-r. 

•• llecoaenll to President Johlllon the tm.d1ate \UI8 or section 332 or Tit le 10 
of the u.s. Cede aince it 11 e.boolutel:y apparent that C0111titutioaal rlgllte 
eazmot be eurrentl:y enforced 1n aey courta within tbe otate or 111u1oeipp1 and 
tb&t auch deprtvationa are goins qn in epite ot au:y actione by tha Federal courts. 
(IIefer to eection 332 ot Title 10 1n tho Appendix ot t.he Legal Malo attached 
vhich re.tero1 in part, to aituatione in whicb it il "i11Girectib1e to enforce the 
lawo or the United states in ,aey otat.e or terrltor:y by tile ordinary courae or 
J\ldicial proceedinsa . " 1!>8 1963 report ot the Civil Rigbte c-uion atetes: 
"'l'be concluaion 1o iDIIvitable that preaent 1eaU ~•• tor voter diacrilll!naticin 
are inadequate." One ld.ibt cite, tor eliiUIII'le1 u . s • .,, ~ Poreat Count:y1 

111aa1sa1ppi, instituted in 1960, Wbicb bu yel; tobll.-. i""1'1na1 ef1'ectiva decree 
allowiDs Negroeo to l.'reel:y regilter to 'lote. ) 

t, Meet With the leadera ot th& Mlaoiaatppi ·Civil rlgbta project and 
rec-.end that Pnooident J ohnson -•t vith thea alao. 
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4. Aaaign one penon in your off"ice to act as a 11aiaoo Vitb COI'O in the event 
tbet iac14ente eiJDilar to those vblcb took place in C&ntoo, Mlea1so1pp1, tb1a 
put veelt occur tb1o ~~U~~Der. We vould requeot that eoopente With the 

tile folloVill!! procedure ti' and vllen incidents occur tbia .._r. 

a. 1be COFO ottice 1n Mlooiaaippi v1ll phone tha deteU. or &ll1 incidents 
directJ.¥ and ialedi•tel¥ to tbe COlO office in waobi·aaton, D.C. COFO'a 
lepl advisers vill determine under Vllich atatuteo the ll'ederel GovertliDOnt 
bao the power to ~t in •'01 aiven situatioo ADd vill relate tbla int~­
tion to )'ClUJ' ottice. 

b. With the attached l epl 1111!110 to rater to, 11e would. re~~·t your ottice 
to phone t be Juatica ~nt and u.rp tbet they take ~i•te aation 
to brina relief to ou.r vol unteer• and to reaolve the ai tuat1on. 

c. 'lbe Jwotice llepertlmlt vill furniah you vitb a CCI\Plete report. It aaa 
been the hiatory ot tbe Juetice t»partllent, in the 18jority of inotancea, 
to rep!y that they beve l.nauftioient 1ntQI111lt1on and/or power to aat in 
a Siven eituation. 1be caro line to Mloaieaippi ahcul4 provide raet aDd 
aecurate detailo on ovanto in tbot litate. II• hope to point rut to yru, 
in tbe attacb.ed 1101110, tbot tbe Federal SOYemMDt bee the power to act 
1n Mioo:l.aoipPi before an;y incidenta oceur; there 11 little daubt that 
tbe lepl power exists under Vllich the Justice De~nt ..,,. act in the 
event that Constitutional >'ights are violated . 

a. U the .ruotice t»partaent dcea not take 8\fif't and inciai"" aetioa in the 
evebt or an incident in the state ~r M1aoiosipp1, COPO Vill request that 
your office - an edditional i"l.uiry >won receipt ot tl;le :ruotice 
JleP8rtioltnt report 11' it appearn to be inadequate . 

1be Council or Federated ~nizations Bincerely bopeo that it vill not be 
necee84Z'Y to use tbe above procedure. However, because ot our aerioue concern 
tor tbe ..ret:r or ,_ .. project volunteer& •nd oeaauae or cur appmhenaion at 
the visible mobU1mt1011 or the atate or Mlasilsippi iD ""oponae to tbe project, 
we atro!JI!.ll' urse yru to develop the- meeheoi,... Vitbln )'ClUJ' own oiTice to respond 
to rur appeal ti' it t.a nee>eoaary. 

It cannot be stated t.oo man;y t:l.mea that our belie aoal ia to bbtatn Federal 
preventative action before an;y more name a are edded to the liat or <>ivil dflhta 
martyrs. It io tc tbio tbt.t ve hope yru vill direct )'OUl' ettorto at t1111 time 
b)' ursine: the Justice Departaent to take the steps • have rutlined. 
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