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I want to the City Hall in Greenwood, Mississippi along with a 
group of registered voters and a few citizens who had attempted to register 
but hadn't suocessed heretofore. \-le arrived at City Hall and went in. 
On the inside I asked a policeman was the precinct meeting to be 
held at, (meaning what part of the building) . He told me thero was.n•t a 
precinct meeting, I told him the procGint was suppose to be held here to­
day. He again said there wan•t a precinct meeting being held there. Later 
after I asked him again a to man was standing in front of the coke 
machine heard me ask again about the meeting and he said the meeting just 
adjorned. I said. tho meeting was suppo:5e to start at 10:00 so he and the 
policeman answered and said, "He said that the meeting is adjorned, " The 
group that in with me and I left, As we were leaving the second group 
went in to inquire about the meeting. H;y watch had 5 minutes after 10 when 
we left. I observed about 6 white people in the lirl.lding and after I came 
out some of these six came out too. 

- Gwendolyn Gillon 

Greenville, Ml.ssissippi 

In GreenvilJ;, Mississippi, Negroes went to four precinct meetings . In 
one precinct the resolution pledging the precinct delegabs to support the platform 
ann the party's nominees at the National Convention was unamimously approved by 
the and Negro people present, In precinct 5 only 11 whites were present; in 
precinct 9 , thirteen; in precinct ), only four (the precinct where the resolution 
passed), Greenville is considered to be a moderate city in rega.rd to race relations , 
It was felt that Negroes would be allowed to participate, Negroes l·rere to go 
to the Greenville meetings not so much to point out that discrimination existed 
but to show the National Imnocratic Party that where Negroes are allmred to 
participate, they will participate, It is significant to add that the resolution 
adopted in precinct J was introduced by a Negro and supported by the four whites 
at the meeting. Lastly, it must be r emembered that Greenville is about as 
r epr esentative of in regard to race relations as a rose in a weed 
patch. 

rwridian, Mississippi 

It was felt that Negroes would be allowed to participate · .. n the precinct 
meetings in Merdian, but such viSs not the case. Notarized affidavits signed 
by the following people. They are adequate to report the story, 

I am a r esident of the 8th Precjnct of the City of Meridian, State of 
1-ti.ssissippi, At about 9:)0a,m, I and Mrs, Leona Griggs, also a resident of 
Precinct 8, to Chalk School, at 39th Ave. and 7th St, 1 in Milridian, 
1.Jbioh was the place at which the 8th Precinct meeting uas scheduled. As 
lve approached the school I white lady inside the school shouted through 
the closed door : "\•Ia can•t open the door. They called down and told us not 
to open the door. Thora are no precinct mee).ings here. We don't know 
anything about any precinct meetings. " We thanked her and said we would wait 
for a vlbile. Just a.rter this, a man ir\Antified him3oJ.f as Mr, Sirmns , a 

man, told us that there would be a meet1.ng oom•n.Jbere in U•o huilding 
that day, We then waited for about half an hour. IAiring that time, <JU, q r 

white men came and waited outside the building. At about 10:15 an un­
uniformed man drove up on Sherriff' s car No, 2, blew the horn and called 
for Bill Slltl.tb , one of the white men waiting outside; the buildir.g, llr. 
Smith went over to the Sherriff' s car, talked for and then 
then both got out and with the other group of Then a man 
drove up, got out of the car, announced to the group that he was Precinct 
Vice Chariman, pointed to the door and said "The meeting bo held inside, " 
t!rs, Griggs and I sta:r+.e<i t.owM-d t.he tioor. As we were walking toward the 



' l1cridian, continuod 

door . tho Precinct Vice Chairman motioned with His hand for tho whito group to como 
over under ono of tho trees on tho la~m. lvo also startod for tho troo. As wo 

approached, I hoard tho Precinct Vice Chairman say that ho alroady had appointed a 
secr etary and a state of dclogatos. Thon ho said, "That's all folks, Sao you in 
four years. " Mrs. Griggs and I felt that wo couldn't do anything olso, so we l oft, 

Robort Lanier 

From Rov. Clemmie Turnipseed: 

Being a registered voter in tho 7th Precinct of Meridian, I arrived at City Hall 
with Miss Margie Ann Hubbard, also a registered voter inttho 7th Precinct, for tho 
lawfuUy-dosignatod Domocratic Precinct mooting. Thoro was no one at the polling 
place, which is tho hall on tho first floor. Thor o was no one thoro. A policemon 
whom wo asked told us tho meeting would be held in either the Courtroom or the 
City Auditorium on tho third floor. I looked a second timo into tho Courtroom ~tor 
tho policemen told us this, Then wo wont up to tho third floor-- Hiss Hubbard and 
I--and took scats. l·To wa.i ted a while. At about 10 n, m, I was designated permllnent 
chairman by tho mooting, which consistod of the two of us . There was no ono else 
prasont at this time and no one had stoppod in. But since the law requires t hat tho 
mooting bo hold at this time and place, we held the meeting oursolvos. Ue passed 
tho attached resolution pledging l oyalty to the nominoos and platform of the national 
Democratic Party, Then wo el ected ourselves, Miss Hubbard and myself , pr ecinct 
delegates to tho county convention of the Democratic Party for Lauderdale County, 
\Jo 'rill o.ttend the official county convention if permitted in tho mooting pl ace. 
To tho best of r~ knowledge this is tho first time Nogroes havo ever attondod a 
precinct mooting of the Domocro.tic Party in the City of Meridian. I boliovo tho 
officials of tho Democratic Party in Lauderdale County never intended to hold a 
duly constituted procinot meeting, One white man ontorod just aft or wo finished 
the mooting. He looked around, then loft immediately, 

Clemmie Turnipseed 

From Mrs. Joo.nnetto Conley: 

I am a registered voter, r esiding in Precinct 9. In Precinct 9, precinct meetings 
arc held at Oa!cland Heights School, I arrived at Oakland Heights School at 9 : J5 
a . m., 1·rith tho intention of attending the precinct mooting scheduled to bo hold 
thoro. I waited in my car. Dlring that time sovoral people arrived and ~1ont into 
the building. At 10: 00 a .m. several mon had gathered on tho edge of the sidewalk 
~.bout fifth feet from my car. They talked BJnOng thamselvos and often glanced in 
my direction, Hhon this group started into tho school I followed thorn at a distance 
of approximately forty or fifty feat, ·~on I got inside tho door, the group of men 
had disappeared n<d I couldn•t find them. I didn't see anyone but one white lady. 
I nskod, "rJhere's tho precinct mooting being held?" She said she was the principal 
of the school and she didn•t know anything about tho mooting . She said t ho people 
~rho usually came to precinct meetings wore.n•t thoro todAy. I asked <'Where do thay 
uaually hold the mooting?" Sho said in tho auditorium. She opondd the door to a 
1 ~rgo room, which l7ns empty, There were four fold-up wooden chairs stacked on the 
:;tage, She said four or five times that she didn't know aeything about the meeting, 
tha t she had not hoard anything about it and was not involved. I saw somoono peep 
~:round a corner at me, Since I was the Only Negro thoro, I felt that it was best 
t.hat I l e..wo. I thanked the lo.dy and left without having attendod the m.ooting or 
having boon able to find where tho people wor o, 

Joannotto Conley 
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From Ernest s. Johnson : 

At about 9:35 p. m. the undersigned did appear nt vlitherspoon School a t ~!cridian, 
Miss . , Precinct 6, The visit was made for the purpose of attending a mooting of 
tho 6th precinct of t he Democratic Party of Neridian. Although the law roquires 
that precinct meetings be held in polling places throughout tho state and such •ms 
published in tho paper , when the scheduled tin1o of 10 a,m. arrived, there was no 
one but Dzy'Self and ono •1h.ite man who did not respond to 't!1Y efforts a t communication. 
At 10:15, after waiting 15 minutes after the appolilnted hour for the meeting to start, 
I loft the spot outside th•1 polling place where •se had berm waiting, as the doors 
to the pooling place ~mre locked (it was a classroom). I checked the fir ehouse, 
thinking it might ba there. Then I returned to the ca.f eteria and the janitor told 
mo that the white mAn left word for me that they had hold a mooting before •To 
arrived . By "they'' I thought h e meant members of tho precinct, but I don•t believe 
any moeting was hold there before we arreived, and anyway I was thoro at the appoin­
ted time al)d no one else was. I believe tho white man was there as a decoy. In the 
cafeteria I , as a registered voter in the precinct, hold a mooting. I elected Dzy'Solf 
permanent chairman, thon I presented the resolution pledging loyalty to the national 
Democr atic Pnrty nominees and platform (tho janitor was witness), then I e l ected 
Dzy'self dologat e from the 6th precinct to the Lauderdal e County Democratic convention. 

Ernest S. Johnson 

Phil adelphia , 111ssi ssippi 

There was an attempt made t o got Negroes to attend a pr ecinct meeting in Neshobo. 
County, Hississippi. Some said they would. However, they didn ' t . \Vhy they did not 
is expl ained in a notnri2od affidavit si g.nod by three of the twelve registered 
Negro voters i .n tho county. 

~.nest Kirkland ; 

I am a resident of Precinct 4 in Nashoba County, I1ississippi, I have at tended COFO 
•1orkshops in voter rogistrntion and precinct challenge. Threo of us wore goinB to 
make the precinct challenge. After t he precinct challongo workshop, held that night 
(June 15, 1964), a group of us discussed our plans for attending tho precinct mooting 
todAy, June 16, 1964. At that mooting 11\Y unclo stated that to his knowlGdgo news 
bad leaked out thnt members of tho Negro colmiUllity wer o planning to attend tho pro-

• cinct meeting in l:oshoba for tho first time. He stated his opinion that r oprisals 
f rom the white comlllunity would bo so sever e that it was bost not to go, He said 
that to his' kno~Tledgo mon:bor s of tho whi to cormnuni ty were preparing to forestall 
nny attempts by Negroes to attend Precinct ~footings, and that it was his opinion 
that conditions in Noshoba County wore such that it was impossible for Nogroos to 
make tho att empt to attond precinct meetings without suffering g:"'eat economic and 
phy.sical hnrm in attending. For the above r easons, I decided thet I could not tako 
tho r isk of attending. 

Ernest Kirkumd 



O'nt on, M1se1se1pp1 

Cetivit1ee i n canton surprised no one . Canton has been the focal 
point in the last fe"' months of much racial unrest, as Nearoes 
are beginning to demend their riGhts and better trea tme nt . 

The Canton story can also be told through two notarized aff idavits. 

By Mrs . Marion Robinson : 
Mr. Henry Turne r and I went to 1be Old Vetera ns Home to att end the 
precinct meeting and when we arrived the~e , we walked up to the 
door a nd tried to en:ber, but the door was looked. vie then re­
turned to the sidewalk and stood there waiting to see if there 
v1as goi nB to be a precinct meeting held in the Old veilerans Home . 
\Ve then left and stood on the corner from the Old veterans Home . 
I personally "'ent across the street and asked Dan Thompson (Chief 
or Police) , did he know where the precinct meeting was being held . 
He answered, "No" . I then wa l ked ba ck to the Old veterans Home. 
Gus Noble and John Chance were going to the Old Veterans Home , 
a nd I asked Gus Noble if there was going to be a precinct meeting 
held , and he said "Yes" . I as ked him the time ; he told me 
about 10: 00 . I then walked up to the door and ta l ked l~ith Jill' . 
J ohn Chance. I asked him when was t he meeting GOing to be a nd 
he said i t was over . At that time I went to the Courthouse 
because someone said the meeting 1-ms going to be held at t he 
Courthouse. When 1'1e got inside we looked in every room in the 
Courthouse to see where the meeti ng was going to be held . I . then 
talked wit h Mr . Foote Campbell and shmved him some ne~Tspaper 
clifpings . He said he had also seen the clippings, but didn •t 
know anything about it . we were the n told to wait outside . We 
~lent back to the Old Veterans Home and held our own precinct 
meet i ng . 

fl!rs . Marion Robinson 
By David welsh : 
I was i n canton as a reporter for the Civil Rights Informati on 
Service ' Chicago ; Jet Magazine ' Chicago; and ~/ashington s t ar I DC. 
I was in front of the old vetera ns Home on Union Street , polling 
pl ace for the \vest precinct, and designated place for tbe meeting 
of the Democratic party for that precinct , from 9 : 30a . m. until 
afterll a.m. on June 16. Precinct meetings throughout the sta te 
were 's cheduled for 10 a . m. on tha t date . The \vest precinct, pre­
dominantly Neg ro, i s one of three precincts i n canton. 

The building was looked at 9 :30 a .m. a nd remained so until I left 
after 11 a .m. , except for two times. The first time , a blac l< 
Cadi lla c sedan pulled up carrying five men. Two of them i n bl ack 
suite , one of whom was i dentitied by four bystander s as Earl 
Evans, Jr . , of canton, state senator from Ma~ison County . The 
t>'lo men identified themselves as members of the 5overnor •s staff. 
They unlocked the door of the Vete rans Home , went i n, a nd came 
out not more than f i ve minutes later, climbing back in the car . 
and drivin~ orr. i\f ter they had left , t\-10 men, ident ified by 
four bystanders as Gus Noble , either president or immediat e pas t 
president of t he local Citi zens• c ounci l, and JOhn Chance , a 
plainc lothes polic eman, e ntered the buil ding , s t ayed not more t han 
five minutes and left . Evans and his companion en tered between 
10 a nd 10: 30; Noble a nd Chanoe entered a t 10:30 a .m. 



Canton , continued 

At 9 :50 a . m., eir;ht Negroes who sho11ed me their credentials as 
registered voters in that precinct , arrived at t he meeting place 
to take part in the meeting . They were U. J. ward, a retired 
interior decorator; J . T . Wilson , JR . , unemployed; Charlie PUrnell, 
a student at Jackson State College ; Ira Garrett, a self- employed 
carpenter ; ~l . rli . McCloud, a minister; Mrs . Marion Robinson, house­
wife; Henry Turner, a n employe in a casket facotry; and James 
Sanders, a factory worker . They a ttempted to gain admittance to 
the meeting place, but it was locked. I heard filrs. Robinson ask 
Gus Noble i f thi s were the right p l ace . Noble repl ied tha t it 
was . A few minutes later, she aslced John Chance t he same ques ­
tion, who told her the meeting was all over. Mrs . Robinson drew 
blank stares when she produced ne'\'/Spaper clippings sating that 
the precinct meetings were to be held at 10 a .m. TUesday at the 
regular polling place for each preci nct . 

After Chance ~mq Noble left, the eight Negroes held their o'lm 
precinct meeting on the sidewalk, and e l ect ed the Rev . McCl oud 

·as delegate t o the county convention of the Democratic Pal'ty, and 
e l ected Henry Turner as alterna t e . The vote in both oases was 
8- 0. 

The t emporary chairman of the North precinct of canton, Nelson 
Cauthen, an a ttorney (whtte ), said he thought the mayor of Canton, 
L. Stanley Matthe~o1s , was temporary chairman of the west precinct, 
v1here the above incidents took pl ace . Mayor ,t.t'ltthews lives at 
467 North Liberty st . Cauthen said the mayor was also the eMir­
man of the Madison County Democrati c Exenutive committee . The 
mayor refused to talk with me . 

David P. \ve lsh 

JACKSON 

The story in JackSon is pretty clear as seen in t he affidavits . 

Mrs. Naomi Terrell Hendrex and Miss Lois Chaffee reported on 
the meeting in Precinct 43: 

\ie a rrived at the conti nental Tra ilways Garage on Highway 80, 
polling place for Precinct 43, short l y before 10:00. The meeting 
had not ye:t begun . vie were greeted I'Tithout any part i cula r reac­
tion from the white people already t here . There \ofere a tout 25 
white people present . The man at the door (a Mr . Howell) inspec­
ted our receipts . He told Mrs . carrie Benson, ~1ho came in our 
car, that she could not come in because she is registered in 
Precinct 47 . There was another Negro man who was refused , lmt 
we did not hear them explain the reason . The rest of us w:~re 
admitted if our recei pts were propc:1· . Wherr thP. meetJ.nc; hAe;An 
the re were 29 people in the room, five of them NegL'OCB. 

Mr . Ford introduced himself as the temporary chairman. Some body 
moved that ~o1e elect a oermanent chairman , and he \·las elected 
without opposition . Then Mr . Ford augs ested a sec1~tary , and 
s omeone nomi uated a l'lr . Carpente r , who \'las elected without oppo­
sition. r.,;r . Ford expla i ned that , to s a ve time , he bad asked 
three people (the p l "" 1'1 i llct hM\ tln.'oo vut; P. r.) 1 :f' th"Y couln ser ve 



Jackson , continued 

as delegates. He said that the preci nct had a shortage or dele­
gates , and that it ~;ould be better• to send three delegates with 
whole votes and three alternates than to split the votes into 
half-votes. The meeting voted to send three delegates with whole 
votes and three alternates . Then Mr . Ford read orr the names or 
three people whom he recormnended and '~ho had aBreed to serve . 
Rev. Smith, one of the Negroes present, asked about other nomi ­
nations. From t his point on the meet ing was noisy and the chair­
rna n '~as usually talki ng to somebody privately; therefore lt '~as 
hard to get his attention. Mr. Ford said that other nominations 
weren ' t necessary, and suggested that the matter of further nom­
inations be put to a vote . several people at the meeti ng (white ), 
hO\'Iever, said that anybody could be nomina ted from the floor, so 
the chairman didn't bring it to a vote . Rev , Smith nominated 
Mrs. Mary Thomas, 1429 Jones St. , Jackson. Mr·. Ford began 
tearing up pieces or paper for ballots and appeared not hear 
much of what was addressed to him consequently. He announced that 
the people should vote by writing the names of the three people 
they \'l'anted as delecsates. We tried to protest, sayi ng tha t the 
people should vote fo r one , and the three with the most votes 
would be the delegates,-out he did not listen, insisting that 
"this is the 1-1ay we ' re going to do it" and never a l lowed the body 
to vote on how they wanted to vote . He was arbitrary in th~ 
respect. Furthermore, in the exchanges a bout nominees and how 
to vote, he was deci dedly patronizin~ in his conversation with 
Negroes ("What •s on your mind , R. L. ?' was one thing he said to 
Rev . Smith.) , in contrast to everyone's earlier cordiality . The 
tfl r ee whi t e nominees were elected ; Mr. Howell, Mr. Reynolds , 
and Mr. Daniels. 

Then the a 1 terna t ea were elected by the same procedure . Mr . Ford 
recommended three people : Mr . Carroll, Mr. Riffey and Mr . 
~iatthews. Rev. Smith nominated Mrs. Naomi Terrell (person making 
thts report), without opposition t his time. The thr ee r ecommen­
ded by the chairman ~;ere elected . 

During the time the ballots for alternate dele~ate 1~ere be ing 
counted (b¥ two Nhite ladies , \'lith' Mr. carpenter, the secretary, 
looking on), Miss Lois Chaffee (also making the report) aalred 
the chairman, after several attempts to get his attention, if i t 
would be in order to introduce a resolution . Mr . pord said no, 
that the only business he would permit at the meeting was t!Je 
election of delec;ates . However, after the alternates. were an­
nounoetl , Rev. Smith, simply by talking louder than everybody 
else (the meeting was at all til!lPs noisy) , asked about the 
resolution and several of the white pcu~•- ~ ~ ~~~ mP.eting i ns jr. 
ted that he be allowed to read 1 r.. 1.1<' tlid , and as soon ll'l$ ne 
was f'iniRho-1 , .. umcvuc: mvv~::a to ad journ . we all objected, and 
some white people did , too, althouc;h Mr . Ford declared t he motion 
to adjourn 1n order and asked for a second. ~~en the people . 
objected, llo1'1ever , he a llo,~ed the resolution (dealing 1"1 th t he 
a n ppm1; of pledged Democratic electors) to be moved and. seconded . 
Then Mr . Hvwell , one of the de l egates j us t elected, moved t hat 
the resolution be ta bled , and Mr . Ford did not allow any appeal 
from this . l-Ie started to leave, and he ca lled us ba ck and said 
he had decirted to have a vote on t he motion t o t a ble . It 
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p~ssed , 24-6 (I suppose ; t hey all voted for it and we a ll voted 
aeAinst i t); then he i nsi sted on ca l ling a vote on the motion to 
adJourn, which also passed. Rev . Smith was ira·~e about the res olu­
tion not be1n:3 brout:;ht to 'l vote , and rJirs . Thomas was irate about 
the r;enera l brushing :Ji<.hl t he Ne~ro partieipante . \'ie all 1-1ent home 
i n three groups . The secretary never recorded the res olution. 

Lois Chaffee 
~'Irs. Naomi Terrell Hendrex 

Jtn unsigned report from Mr. ;i ,D·. Harrington; 

we went to a precinct meeting in a plumbing shop on Delta Drive-­
the polling place for Precinct 24. There were about 10 Negroes 
i n our group. we ar~ived t en minutes early, add round f our white 
l adies . At ten the lady 1n charge said, "Come on, girls, let •s get 
started ", and went into another room, We Nee;roos followed, though 
not invi ted . The ladies seemed to be following a memorandum from 
t he County Democratic Executive Conunittee rather cloaely, but they 
did not seem to be very familiar with the procedure they wer e sup­
posed to follow. The Negro participants insisted o~ ap election or 
a permanent chairman, and the Negro candidate, I~. J .D. Harrington 
was elected 10-4. Mrs. ;i .d. Dlack, the temporary chairman, then 
surrendered the meeting to Mr. Harrington . .At the be(!;inning or 
the meeting, and throughout, however, the ladies asked for recesses 
so that they could make telephone calls . we decided that this tlas 
not proper after the meeting had begun . 

~. Harrington (myself) conducted the election of delegates: the 
precinct has 299 voters ~1ho voted in tho last federal election, one 
short of the quota which would .allow for two delegates . So the 
precinct was allmied only one voting delegate, but we decided to 
split thevote and we elected two delegates, each with a ha lf-vote 
and two a lternates. The Negro majority and the white minority 
elected one Negro and one white delee;a t e . 

The de l egates elected are: Mrs. J ,C. Black and Mr. J.D. Harrington . 

The alte~nates were similarl y elected . Those elected weee Mrs. 
James H. H. Sutton and Mr. Percy Chapman . 

The Chairman , Mr . Harrington, and the Secretary, Miss rneve Hay • 
filled out the affida vi t form prescribed by t he CDED, inf orming 
the County Democratic Executi ve Committee of the sele~ion ~ of dele­
ga tes ond they mailed i t to the Chairman of t he CDEC . \ 

There ~ms no action t aken on t he l oyalty r esolution b~oause every­
body f ore;ot. 



Jackson, continued 

From tllrs. Haze 1 T. Palmer 
Mrs. Navy Tyler, Mrs. Ninnie Benson a nd I, ~s . Palmer , arrived at 
the precinct meeting for precinct 23 approximately at 9 :55 a.m . The 
meeti n13 geban at 10:00 a .m. Mr. Smith ~1as elected perma nent chairman 
and Mrs. B. R, Norman was elected permanent secretary. Prec inct 23 has 
only one vote which is split in half. Thet'efore 2 delegates were to 
be elected havinB a half vote eaoh, with two alternates . Mrs. Benson 
nominated Mrs. Pa l mer as a delecate to· the county convention . The 
other nominees were Mr. L, L. Polly, Mr. Smith a nd Mr. Sullivan. \~e 
had secret ballots . The results 1~ere Mr . Polly··26, Mrs. Pa lmer-4 , 
Mr. Smith- 25 , Mr. ~ullivan-11 . Mr. Polly and Mr. Smith were e l ected 
the delegates to the county convention. People were then nomir1a ted 
as alternates . Mrs. Ninnie Benson, Mr. McCory, Mr . Sullivan and Mr. 
Hill were nominated. The resul ta were Mrs. Benson-3, Nr. li'lcCory- 24 , 
1-tr. Sullivan-15 and Mr. H111 ·22. Mr. McCory and Mr. Hill were elec- 1 
ted as alternates to the county convention . 

/Mrs. Pa lmer read a resolution calling for party loyalty from precince 
/23 to the National Democratic Convettion. She made a motion that 
/this reflolution be adopted . Mrs . Tyler :Jeconded the motion. The 
/house was opened for discussion. One \>lhi te man made the statement 
/thet precinct 23 could not a fford to accept this resolution because 
/it ~1ould mean that the precinct would have to support the Democratic 
/Party no matter how i t goes. With the situat.~.on as it is now, he 
/stated, the precinct should vote no on t his resolution. Another 
/man said "amen". Mrs . Palmer as ked the chairman to call for a vote. 
f.rhe vote was called for . The results were 3 fm• the resolution and 
/28 against. 

Someone moved that the precinct meeting be adjourned a nd the chairman 
adjourned the meeting. 

Hazel T. palmer 

Negroes also went to meetings in precincts 2~ , 4, and 41. 

Vicksburg 

In Jonestown precinct t hree Ne~roes, Mr. and fliPs. Pink Taylor a nd 
Mr. Pr<~l?-k Crumm were allowed to participate but were not allowed to ~ 
brine nominations from the floor . 

Columbus 

Negroes attended two precinct meetings, but 111ere prevented f rom 
nominat1ng delegates or propos i ng the resolution . 

Hattiesburg 

~om Mr s . Peggy Jean Connor : 

I, Mrs. Peggy Jean Gould Connor, do swear and depose and say that 
on June 16, 1964, I went to the Library for the precinc t convention 
wi th seven other Negro rec;istered voters. When 1•1e arrived a t 
ten o ' clocl<, there were three l~hites there. 

At about five mi nutes after ten, the acting chai rman of the convention 



· Hattiesburg , continued. 

came a nd asked ua our names . He wanted to check a nd see if we were 
registered voters. He t ooJ( a 11 of our name s and he called the cir­
cult clerk •s office (Mr . Lynd) and he told us it 1~ould t al<e about 
fif teen minutes to check. \ve all had our rer:;istration cards , and 
asked llfhy it would take 15 minut es to check when 11e all had our cards 
a nd were registered voters. He said i t 1~as j ust the procedures. 

In the meantime, we saw him dia ling dit ferent numbers; oa llinc; white 
people to the meeting . Every now a nd then he would come bacl{ and 
tell us i t would take a little longer than he thought . At 10:45 he 
came a nd told us that just I could t ake part, but all the others 
c ould observe. The reason just I could t a ke part l'iaa I had paid two 
yea rs pack p.ol l tax. 

we questioned our ha vi ng to !lave poll tax receipts, and he said that 
the Attorney General or the State of Missi ssippi sa i d that that 11as 
the l a1.., . 

By this t ime about seven whites had s hown up, and the tooetinB 
started . I asked the chairman i f he was goin~ to check the whites to 
see i f they had paid thei r poll tax for t~1o years , and he said l1e 
l'laSn 1 t , 

One lady named Mr . George Currie as chairman, im his abaence . I q~es ­
tioned nominating hi m i n his absence. She said he 1d worked with the 
prect nct for years, and he ah1ays acted as chairman and sht thow;ht 
i t would be good to ha ve him, 

I said that you couldn't nominate a person to act as chairman e hen 
.he was not there, a nd ~that need was there to nominate a person to act 

· as cha i rman if he •s not e ven goi ng to be there. So the acting chair­
man snid tha t was right, you couldn •t nominate him in his absence . 

So t hey nominated t he a cting cha irman, Mr. John 
They nominated lllr . Claude Sarphie as secretary. 
nated and seconded, and voted i n by "ayes"·. 

walla ce , as chairman . 
They were just nomi .. 

After t hey e lected t he secretary, I told bhem I would like to intro­
duce a resolution. I rea d it, and before I could finish explaining 
i t t o them, the cha irman interrupted a nd said it wasn •t necessary to 
vote or even discuss the resolution because it pertained to the 
National Democratic Party a nd they were concerned with the Mist lssippi 
Democratic party. I asked them how they could s ay the y weren 1t in­
terested in the Naticaal Democratic Party l'lhen they were part of the .. 
Na tiona 1 Democratic Pa rty. They said they didn't know l'tha t t he p l at­
form would be and who the nominee for president would be because 
~·esfdent Johnson is in ill health , and so they didn 1t need oo a dopt 
t.he resolution of loyalty to the National Democratic Party because 
t hey 1·1ould be going into i t blindfol ded , a nd t he state officials 8'1-
ready decided what was best for the state . 

And then I asked if the state offic ia ls t o ld t he people ~that t o do , or 
are we supposed to tell them, as the t a xpayers and c itizens of the 
state . 1\ lady there said t he state officials we1•e not working for the 
people , they were worltinr; with the people . And I said , "We 11 , t•rho 
paya t hem?" 



Hatti esburg, conti nued 

And I also tried to explaln tothem how important the precinct meetine 
was and that ~~e were the beginning of the convention andt/:at it 'o'las 
important that we speak out on the precinct l evel so that ween it 
gets to the county and district and state level they wou d know how 
the people felt f rom the lower levels, 

So the chairman cut the discussion off and brought it to a vote. BY 
this time 15 \'lhites had gottcm there , and so the vote was one for , 
and 15 against. 

Then they elected their delegates, The chairman said thelibrary pre ­
cinc t had only two delegates because they count one delegate for every 
50 who voted in t he last presidential election. So there must not 
have been but 100 t o vote last presidential election . But they elec­
ted t hree . One fell0\'1 said, "Well, I think we should have three , " 
They didn't say anything about alternates or split votes. 

After they elected the three delegates, the chairma n aslred that some­
one move that the meeting come to a close. 

Mrs. Peg~y Jean Gould Connor 

Some comments on this a ccount : 
The Cha t rman of the State Democratic Executive Committee Chairman 
had stated previously that the onl y requirements to participate in 
the preci nct meeting would be : residence in the precinct and bei ng 
a rer51stered voter . Moreover white f)eople "''ere nat asked f or receipts , 
State law stipulat es only one t~ing about the manner of votinc fo r 
precinct delegates: that i t be by secret ball ot. 

In Walthal precinct nine Negroes attended the meeting . One non-regis .. 
tered voter was not permitted to observe. No Negroes were permitted 
to tally the votes , although they were permitted to vote. The reso­
lution was tabled. 

D:;1 t <::avill e 

west nutesville: At 10: 00 a .rn . J 12 Negroes arrived at the pol ling 
place ro~ the precinct meeting . There were only three whites present 
at the meeting . The meeting did not start at 10: 00 as the lavr stipu" 
lates . 'llhit e people stalled the meeting unti l someone r;ot more 11hi te 
people to come to the mee t ing . At 10: 20 the Negroes were outnumbered 
15" 12 and the meeting be~an . 

East Datesville : One Negro attended the meeting at which there l'lere 
five \'lhi tes. He nomina ted no one, but vras permitt ed to vot e. After 
the voting he introduced the resolution of support f or the Democrat~c 
Pa rty's national candidates, The chairman said tha t they were all 
in accord, but there was no need to vote on it 

Courtland : Eight Negroes arrived at the pollinG place shortly before 
10 : 00 a.m . There 11as no meetina, nor did anyone in the area know 
about any meeting . Shol'tly thereafter they ~rent down to the post 
office and 1~ere told that the meetings were not uaua lly held. 



Holmes county 

Thornton : Precinct 4. voters arrived a t 9 :45a . m. ~nd r emained until 
11:00 a .m. They were told by several persons, i ncluding the Postrnas'- . 
t er tha t they did not lmow a nyth:i.na about "a ny precinct meetine ". • 
The votero then returned to their citizenship s chool and held their 
own elect i on of delegates to tbe county conventi on. 

Tchula : Precinct 5. Vot.ers arrived a ~ 9:55 and 1~ere not immediately 
excluded . The meeting started a t 10:45 . The Negroes were asked wha t 
they l"ianted , They replied that they came to vote for dele13a t es to 
the County Democr atic Convention . They were then told that the 
committee d_id not have their names, therefore, they 1·/0uld have to be 
excluded from t he meeting unless they could show proof (of r egistra ­
tion?) acceptable to the committee. The Negroes then left, returned 
t o their citizenship school, held a meeting and e l ected a delega te 
to the county convention. 

Conclusion 

That Ne~roes are seeking to form a Freedom Democratic Pn rty becomes 
somewhat understandable. It i s c;enerally known that NeGroes a ee no~ 
wanted in 1-tissi ssippi politics. The r eaction to Negroes a t the pre 
cinct meetings is really not surprising to a nyone familiar with the 
ruse is sippi way of treating Negroes. 

l<lhat did cause surprise was the :revelation to the Negroes vrho a tte n­
ded'tne meetings) that whites do not attend the meetings except in 
token numbers, a nd tha t the delegates who are selected are predeter­
mined choices and the voters attending the meet i ng do not really 
e lect a nyone - -they ratify choices made by others . 

The attempt by Negroes to parti cipate i n the precinct meetings is 
causi ng Officials of t he party to take some interest i n the working 
orcanization of their party for the first time. This has been borne 
out i n conversations ~Ti th officials of the party and statements they 
have made concerning the attendance of Negroes at the precinct mea ­
tines. 

An i nt eresting comment on the attempt of Negroes to attend the prec­
i nct meetings appea r ed in the Jackson Clarion .. Ledger on June 18 . i n 
a cOll.lllln ~lritten by Charles M. Hills. Hills writes: 

Three little white women manned a precinct in Ja c kson Tues ­
day. At least a dozen Negroes appeared to vote . No white 
men . 

Those white '~omen didn •t budge . They stood in for an elec­
tion and even though f er outnumbered , they took two elective 
posts, the Negroes gettinr:; only, despite their majority . 
He have always heard t hat Southern white wome.n played a n 
enormous role in the Civil v/ar . 
Looks lilce they still do . . . . 

Mr. Hills is mista ken on two minor points and one major one. First 
of a 11, there 'Dere four "little v1h i te women " a nd s econdly two Negroes 



Ills well as two \'Thites were elected as delegates and a lternated : 
one N~gro as an alternate and one Negro . h~vinG ha lf a vote , one 
white as an alternate and one white having ha lf a vote . (He refers 
to Precinct 24, reported earlie~ in more ·detail . ) 

The major poi nt Mr. Hills missed is that his "little l'lhite women" 
took nothing . They were voted democratically to be delegates to 
the county convention by Negroes (under the gavel of a Negro chair .. 
ma n) who are not t rying to replace a white segregat i~nist Democratic 
Party with a ba lck one, but a ttempting ' to replace a white seerega­
tionist Democratic Party with a democratic Democratic Party i nvolving 
anyone who wants to pa rticipate and become a party member. 

The Freedom Democratic Party is goinB to held ita o~m precinct 
meetings i n tbe next few weeks. The doors v1ill be open t o al l, the 
meetill[!;S will be adequately pul.J licized and honestly conducted. 
Hopefully it ~Till be possible to build a truly integrated grass r oots 
Democratic Party in Mistissippi. 

Append i ces 

Attached to t his report are two documents re l evant to the Freedom 
Democratic Party: 

1. a copy of the resol ut ion used by out of state groups to indicate 
their support for the Freedom Democratic Party's plan to unsea t the 
Tradi ollional Democratic Party's delegation a t the N<l t i onal Democratic 
Convention. The resolution has been passed notabl y by the califor ­
nia Democra tic councils and the Michigan Sta te Democrat ic Convention . 
under this resolution, the Michigan delegation is pledged to support 
t he Freedom Democrati c Party ot Mis sissippi. 

2 . a short description or the sUit entered by some MissisSippi 
Freedom Democrats to obtain a statewide order permitti ng Negroes 
to recister t o vote, a nd to have the unpledged a leotor plan declared 
unconstitutiona l . 




