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Meridian, continucd

door, tho Procinct Vico Chairman motioned with His hand for thc whito group to come
over under one of the trces on tho lavm., We also started for the tree. As we
approachod, I hcard tho Proecinet Vico Chairman say that ho alroady had appointed a
secrotary and a statc of delogatos, Thon heo said, #That’s all folks, Seoc you in
four yecars.,” Mrs, Griggs and I feolt that weo couldn't do anything olsc, so wo left.

Robort Lanior

From Rov., Clommie Turnipsced:

Boing a registorod voter in tho 7th Proecinet of Merdidian, I arrived at City Hall
with Miss Margic Ann Hubbard, also a registerod voter intthc 7th Precinct, for tho
lawfully-designatod Domocratic Procinct moeting. Thore was no one at the polling
place, which is the hall on tho first floor. Therc was no one thero. A policeman
whom wo asked told us the moeting would be held in oither tho Courtroom or tho

City Auditorium on tho third floor. I looked a sccond timo into tho Courtroom after
the policcmen told us this, Then wo went up to the third floor--ifiss Hubbard and
I--and took scats, Vo waited a whilec., At about 10 a,m, I was designated pormancnt
chairman by the mooting, which consisted of the two of us, Thero was no one olse
presont at this time and no one had stopped in. But sinec the law requires that the
mooting bo hold at this time and place, we held the moeting ourselves, 'le passod
the attached resolution pledging loyalty to the nominces and platform of tho national
Domoeratic Party, Then we olocted oursolves, Miss Hubbard and mysclf, procinct
dologates to the county convention of the Democratic Party for lauderdalc County,

We will attend the official county convention if pormitted in the meoting place.

To the best of ny knowledgo this is tho first time Negroes have ever attonded a
precinct meeting of the Democratic Party in the City of Meridian, I bolieve the
officials of the Democratic Party in Lauderdale County never intendod to heold a

duly constituted proeinct meeting. One whitc man entered just after wo finished

the mecting. He looked around, then loft immediately,

Clommie Turnipseed

From Mrs, Jeannotte Conley:

I 2m a rogistored voter. residing in Precinet 9. In Precinet 9, precinct meetings
are held at Qakland Hoights School, I arrived at Oskland Heights School at G:35
a,m,, with tho intention of attending the procinct meeting scheduled to be held
there. I waited in my car. During that time sovoral people arrived and went into
the building. At 10:00 a.m, soveral men had gethered on the edgo of the sidewalk
about fifth feet from my car, They talked among thomsclves and often glanced in

my direction, Vhon this group started into the school I followed them at a distance
of appromimatoly forty or fifty fect. *hen I got inside the door, the group of men
had disappeared and I couldn‘t find them. I didn’t see anyonc but one white lady,

I asked, “Where’s the precinct meeting boing held?" She said she was the principal
of the school and she didn‘t know anything about tho meeting. She said the pcople
who usually came to precinct meectings weren't thoro today. I asked “Where do they
uaually hold the moeting?” She said in the auditorium. She opondd the door to a
large room, which was empty, Therc were four fold-up wooden chairs stacked on the
stage, She said four or five times that she didn®t know anything about the meeting,
that she had not heoard anything about it and was not involved. I saw someonc peocp
around a corner at me, Since I was the Only Negro thore, I felt that it was best
that I leave. I thanked the lady and left without having attendod the mooting or
having boon able te find where the poople wore,

Jearmette Conley




lMeridian, continued

From Ernest S5, Johnson:

At about 9:35 p.m, the undersigned did appear at Vitherspoon School at Meridian,
Miss.  Precinet 6. The visit was made for the purpose of attending a meeting of

the 6th procinet of the Domoeratic Party of Meridian, Although the law requires
that precinct meetings be held in polling placos throughout the state and such was
published in the paper, when the scheduled time of 10 a,m, arrived, there was no

one but myself and onc white man who did not respond to my efforts at communication,
At 10:15, after waiting 15 minuteos after the appointed hour for the meeting to start,
I left the spot outside thw polling place where we had been waiting, as the doors

to the pooling place were locked (it was a classroom), I checked the firehouso,
thinking it might be there. Then I returned to the cafeteria and the janitor told
moe that the white man left word for me that they had held a meeting before we
arrived. By “ther” I thought hec meant members of the precinct, but I don't believe
any moeting was held there before we arreived, and anyway I was thore at the appoin-
ted time and no one else was. I believe the white man was there as a decoy, In the
cafeteria I, as a registered voter in the precinct, held a meeting. I elected myself
pormanent chairmen, then I presented the resolution pledging loyalty to the national
Democratic Party nominces and platform (the janitor was witness), then I elected
myself delogate from the 6th precinct to the Lauderdale County Democratic convention,

Ernest B. Johnson

Philadelphia, Mississippi

There was an attempt made to got Nogroes to attend a precinct meeting in Neshoba
County. Mississippi. Some said they would. However, they didn’t, Why they did not
is oxplained in a notarized affidavit signed by three of the twelve registered
Negro voters in the county.

Ernast Frkland

I am a resident of Precinct 4 in Neshoba County, Mississippi. I have attended COFO
workshops in voter rogistration and precinct challenge. Three of us were going to
make the precinct challenge, After the procinct challongo workshop, held that night
(June 15, 1964), a group of us discussed our plans for attending the precinet mooting
today, June 16, 1964, At that mocting my uncloc stated that to his knowledge nows
had leaked out thot members of tho Negro community werc planning to attend the pre-
cinct meeting in iloshoba for the first time. He stated his opinion that roprisals
from the white community would be so sovere that it was bost not to go. He said
that to his knowledgec members of the white community were preparing to forestall
any attempts by Negroes to attend Precinct Meotings, and that it was his opinion
that conditions in leshoba County were such that it was impossible for Nogroes to
make the attempt to attond precinct meetings without sufforing great economic and
physical harm in attending. For the above reasons, I docided thet I could not take
the risk of attending.

Ernest Kirkland



Canton, Mipsissippil

ffetivities in Canton surprised nc one, Canton has been the fceal
point in the last few months of much racial unrest, as Negroes
are beginning to demend their riphts and better treatment.

The Canton story can also be told through two notarized affidavits,

By Mrs, Marion Robinson:

Mr. Henry Turner and I went to the 0ld Veterans Home to attend the
precinet meeting and when we arrived there, we walked up to the
door and tried to enter, but the door was locked., We then re-
turned to the sidewalk and stood there waiting to see if there
was poing to he a precinct meeting held in the 0ld Veberans Home,
We then left and stood on the corner from the 0ld Veterans Home,
I personally went across the street and asked Dan Thompson (Chief
of Police), did he know where the precinet meeting was being held.
He answered, "No", I then walked baek to the 0ld Veterans Home,
Gus Noble and John Chance were going to the 01d Veterans Home,
and T asked Gus Noble if there was going to be a precinet meeting
held, and he sald "Yes". T asked him the time; he told me

about 10:00. I then walked up to the door and talked with IMr,
John Chance. I asked him when was the meeting going to be and

he said it was over, At that time I went to the Courthouse
because someone said the meeting was soing to be held at the
Courthouse, When we got inside we looked in every room in the
Courthouse to see where the meetinz was going to be held. I then
talked with Mr. Foote Campbell and showed him some newspaper
cliZpings. He said he had also seen the clippings, but dildn't
know anything about it, We were then told to wait outside. We
went back to the 0ld Veterans Home and held our own precinct
meeting.

By David Welsh:

I was in Canton as a reporter for the Civil Rights Information
Service, Chicago; Jet Magazine, Chicago; and Washington Star, DC.
I was in front of the o0ld Veterans Home on Unlon Street, polling
place for the West precinct, and designated place for the meeting
of the Democratilc party for that precinet, from 9:30 a.m. until
afterll a.m. on June 16, Precinet meetings throughout the state
were scheduled for 10 a.m. on that date, The West precinct, pre-
dominantly Negro, is one of three precinets in Canton.

Mrs. Marion Robinson

The bulldingz was looked at 9:30 a.m. and remained so until I left
after 11 a.m., except for two times. The first time, a bLlack
Cadillac sedan pulled up carrying five men., Two of them in black
suite, one of whom was identified by four bystanders as Earl
Evans, Jr,, of Canton, atate senator from Madison County. The
two men identified themselves as members of the governor's staff.
They unlocked the door of the Veterans Home, went in, and came
out not more than five minutes later, climbing back in the car
and driving off, After they had left, two men, identified by
four bystanders as (Gus Noble, either president or immediate past
president of the loeal Citizens' Couneil, and John Chance, a
plainelothes polieceman, entered the building, stayed not more than
five minutes and left. Evans and his companion entered between
10 and 10:30; Noble and Chance entered at 10:30 a.m.

el B Wt D &



Canton, continued

At 9350 a,m,, eipht Nepgroes who showed me their eredentiala aa
registered voters in that preeinct, arrived at the meeting place
to take part in the meetinz. They were W.J. Ward, a retired
interior decorator; J.T, Wilson, JR., unemployed; Charlie PUrnell,
a student at Jackson State College; Ira Garrett, a self-employed
carpenter; W,M, MeCloud, a minister; Mrs, Marion Robinson, house-
wife; Henry Turner, an employe in a casket facotry; and James
Sanders, a factory worker, They attempted to gzain admittance to
the meeting place, but it was locked. I heard Mrs. Roblnson ask
Gus Noble if this were the right place, Noble replied that it
was, A few minutes later, she aslkked John Chance the same gues=-
tion, who told her the meeting was all over. Mrs. Robinson drew
blank stares when she produced newspaper c¢lippings saying that
the precinct meetings were to be held at 10 a.m, Tuesday at the
regular polling place for each preceinet.

After Chance and Noble left, the eight Negroes held their own
precinet meeting on the sidewalk, and eleeted the Rev, MeCloud
as delegate to the county convention of the Democratic Farty, and

gleated Henry Turner as alternate., The vote in both cases was
_{]_

The temporary chairman of the North preeinect of Canton, Nelson
Cauthen, an attorney (whtte), said he thought the mayor of Canton,
L. Stanley Matthews, was temporary chairman of the West precinct,
where the above incidents took place. Mayor Matthews lives at
467 North Liberty St. Cauthen said the mayor was also the chair-
man of the Madison County Demoecratic Exemutive Committee., The
mayor refused to tallk with me,

David P, Welsh

JACKSON
The story in Jackson is pretty clear as seen in the affidavits,

Mrs, Naomi Terrell Hendrex and Miss Lois Chaffee reported on
the meeting in Precinet 43:

We arrived at the Qontinental Trailways Garage on Highway 80,
polling place for Precincet 43, shortly before 10:00, The meeting
had not yet begun. We were greeted without any particular reac-
tion from the white people already there. There were abtout 25
white people present. The man at the door (a Mr. Howell) inspec-
ted our receipts, He told Mrs. Carrie Benson, who came 1n our
car, that she could not come in because she is reglstered in
Precinet 47. There was another Nezro man who was refused, int

we did not hear them explain the reason., The rest of us were
admitted if our receipts were proper, Wheu the nmeellng hagan
there were 29 people in the room, five of them Negrves.

Mr, Ford introduced himself as the temporary chairman. Somebody
moved that we eleet a permanent chairman, and he was elected
without opposition, Then Mr, Ford suggested a secretary, and
someoneé nominated a Mr, Carpenter, who was elected without oppo-
sition. Mr. Ford explained that, to save time, he had asked
three people (the praninet has thveoe votas) if they eould serve

oy TS~ . e



Jackson, continued

as delegates, He said that the precinet had a shortage of dele-
gates, and that 1t would be better to send three delegates with
whole votes and three alternates than to split the wvotes into
half-votes. The meeting voted to send three delegates with whole
votes and three alternates. Then Mr. Ford read off the names of
three people whom he recommended and who had agreed to serve,
Rev, Smith, one of the Negroes present, asked about other nomi-
hations. From this point on the meeting was neolsy and the chair-
man was usually talking to somebody privately; therefore Lt was
hard to get his attention. Mr. Ford said that other nominations
weren't necessary, and suggested that the matter of further nom-
inations be put to a vote., Several people at the meeting (white),
however, said that anybody could bLe nominated from the flcor, so
the chairman didn't bring it to a vote., Rev. Smith nominated
Mrs. Mary Thomas, 1429 Jones St., Jackson. Mr., Ford began
tearing up pleces of paper for ballots and appeared not hear

much of what was addressed to him econsequently, He announced that
the people should vote by writing the names of the three people
they wanted as delegates. We tried to protest, saying that the
people should vote for one, and the three with the most votes
would be the delegates, but he did not 1listen, insisting that
"this is the way we're going to do it" and never allowed the body
to vote on how they wanted to vote, He was arbitrary in this
respect. Furthermore, in the exchanges about nominees and how

to vote, he was decidedly patrunizin$ in his conversation with
Nezroes ("What's on your mind, R.L,?" was one thing he sald to
Rev. Smith.), in contrast to everyone's earlier cordiality. The
three white nominees were elected: Mr, Howell, Mr. Reynolds,

and Mr, Daniels,

Then the alternates were elected by the same procedure, Mr. Ford
recommended three people: Mr, Carroll, Mr. Riffey and Mr.
Matthews., Rev. Smith nominated Mrs, Naomi Terrell (person making
thas report), without opposition this time. The three recommen-
ded by the chairman were elected.

During the time the ballots for alternate delegate were being
counted (by two white ladies, with Mr. Carpenter, the secretary,
looking on), Miss Lois Chaffee (also making the report) asled
the chairman, after several attempts to get his attention, if it
would be in order fto introduce a resolution. Mr. Ford said no,
that the only business he would permit at the meeting was the
election of delepates, However, after the alternates were an-
nounced, Rev. Smith, simply by talking louder than everybody
else (the meeting was at all times noisy), asked about the
resolution and several of the white pcupd= ~+ +ha meati inair

ted that he be allowed to read i+. 1 did, and as sooh #s ne
was finishod, sumeviie muved t0 adjourn. We all objected, and

some white people did, too, although Mr., Ford declared the motion
to adjourn in order and asked for a second. When the people )
objected, however, he allowed the resolution (dealing with the
enppnrt; of pledped Demoeratic electors) to be moved and seconded,
Then Mr. Huwell, one of the delegatea just elected, moved that
the resolution he tabled, and Mr. Ford did not allow any appeal
from this. We started to leave, and he called us back and said
he had deaided to have a vote on the motion to tatble, It




Jackson, continued

passed, 24-6 (I suppose; they all voted for it and we all voted
ardainst it); then he insisted on callinz a vote on the motion to

ad journ, whieh also passed, Rev,., Smith was irave about the resolu-
tion not hteins brought to a2 vote, and Mrs, Thomas was irate about
the general brushing cidce the Negro partieipants, We all went home
in three groups. The secretary never recorded the resoclution,

Lois Chaffee
Mrs, Naomi Terrell Hegndrex

An unsigned report from Mr, J,D., Harrington:

We went to a precinct meeting in a plumbing shop on Delta Drive--
the polling place for Precinct 24, There were about 10 Negroes

in our group, We artived ten minutes early, add found four white
ladies. At ten the lady in charge said, "Come on, girls, let's get
started", and went into another room, We Negroes followed, though
not invited, The ladies seemed to be following a memorandum from
the County Demoeratic Executive Committee rather closely, but they
did not seem to be very familiar with the procedure they were sup-
posed to follow, The Negro participants insisted on an election of
a permanent chairman, and the Negro ecandidate, lMr, J,D, Harrington
was elected 10-4, Mrs, J.C. Dlack, the temporary chairman, then
surrendered the meeting to Mr. Harrington. A%t the beginning of
the meeting, and throughout, however, the ladies asked for recessecs
so that they eould make telephone ealls. We decided that this was
not proper after the meeting had begun,

Mr. Harrington (myself) conduoted the election of delegates: the
precinot has 299 voters who voted in the last federal election, onsg
short of the quota which would allow for two delegates., So the
precinet was allowed only one voting delegate, but we decided to
split thevote and we elected two delegates, each with a half-vote
and two alternates. The Negro majority and the white minority
elected one Negro and one white delegate.

The delegates eleected are: Mrs. J,C., Black and Mr. J.D. Harrington.

The alternates were similarly elected. Those clected weee lirs,
James V,H, Sutton and Mr. Percy Chapman.

The Chairman, Mr. Harrington, and the Secretary, Miss Ineve May,
filled out the affidavit form preseribed by the CDED, informing
the County Democratic Executive Committee of the seleibinn of dele-
pates and they mailed it to the Chalrman of the CDEC,3

There was no action taken on the loyalty resolution Lécause every-
body forgot.



Jaekson, continued

From Mrs. Hazel T. Palmer

Mrs. Navy Tyler, Mrs. Ninnie Denson and I, Meps. Palmer, arrived at
the precinct meeting for preeinet 23 approximately at 9:55 a.m. The
meeting geban at 10300 a.m. Mr, Smith was elected permanent chairman
and Mrs, B,R, Norman was elected permenent secretary. Precinet 23 has
only one vote which is split in half. Therefore 2 delegates were to
be elected having a half vote each, with two alternates. Mrs. Denson
nominated Mrs. Palmer as a delegate to the county convention. The
other nominees were Mr. L,L, Polly, Mr. Smith and Mr. Sullivan. We
had secret ballots., The results were Mr, Polly-26, Mrs, Palmer-4,
Mr. Smith- 25, Mr, Sullivan-11, Mr. Polly and Mr. Smith were elected
the delegates to the county convention. People were then nominated
as alternates. Mrs. Ninnie Benson, Mr. MeCory, Mr. Sullivan and Mr.
Hill were nominated. The results were Mrs, Benson-3, lr. McCory-24,
Mr, Sullivan-15 and Mr, Hi1ll .22, Mr. MeCory and Mr, Hill were elec-1
ted as alternates to the county convention.

/Mrs., Palmer read a resolution calling for party loyalty from precincé
/23 to the National Democratie Convehtion. 8She made a motion that
/this resolution be adopted, Mrs, Tyler seconded the motion. The
/house was opened for discussion, One white man made the statement
/thet precinet 23 could not afford to accept this resolution because
/it would mean that the precinct would have to support the Democratic
/Party no matter how it goes. With the situation as it is now, he
/stated, the precinet should vote no on this rescolution. Another
/man said "amen". Mrs. Palmer asked the chairman to eall for a vote,
/The vote was called for, The results were 3 for the resolutilon and
/28 against,

Someone moved that the precinet meeting be adjourned and the chalrman
ad journed the meeting.
Hazel T. Palmer
Negroes also went to meetings in precinets 22, 4, and 41,
Vic«sburg
In Jonestown precinet three Neproes, Mr, and Mivs. Pink Taylor and

Mr. Prank Crumm were allowed to participate but were not allowed to .
bring nominations from the floor.

Columbus

Negroes attended two precinet meetings, but were prevented from
nominating delegates or proposing the resolution,

Hﬂttiaﬁburg

Trom Mrs, Peggy Jean Connor:

I, Mrs, Pegpy Jean Gould Connor, do swear and depose and say that
on June 16, 1964, I went to the ILibrary for the precinct convention
with seven other Negro registered voters, When we arrived at

ten o'ecloek, there were three whites there.

At aboubt five minutes after ten, the acting chairman of the convention



" Hattiesburg, eontinued,

came and asked us our names. Ile wanted to check and see if we were
registered voters, He took all of our names and he called the cir-
cult elerk's office (Mr. Lynd) and he told us it would take about
fifteen minutes to check, We all had our regzistration cards, and
asked why 1t would take 15 minutes to check when we all had our cards
and were registered votera. He said 1t was Jjust the procedures.

In the meantime, we saw him dialing different numbers; calling white
people to the meeting. Every now and then he would come back and
tell us it would take a little longer than he thought. At 10:45 he
came and told us that just I could take part, but all the others
could observe., The reason just I could take part was I had paid two
years pack poll tax.

We questioned our having to have poll tax receipts, and he said that
the Attorney General of the State of Mississippl sald that that was
the law.

By this time about seven whites had shown up, and the meeting
started. I asked the chairman if he was going to check the whites to
see If they had paid their poll tax for two years, and he sald he
wasn't,

One lady named Mr. George Currie as chairman, i his abaence. I quea-
tioned nominating him in his absence, She said he'd worked with the
precinet for years, and he always acted as chairman and sht thoyght

1t would be good to have him,

I sald that you couldn't nominate a person to act as chalrman ¥hen
‘he was not there, and what need was there to nominate a person to act
"as chairman if he's not even going to be there, So the actinz chair-
man sald that was right, you couldn't nominate him in his absence.

30 they nominated the acting chairman, Mr. Jobn Wallace, as chairman,
They nominated Mr. Claude Sarphie as secretary. They were just nomi-
nated and seconded, and voted in by "ayes".

After they elected the secretary, I told bhem I would like to intro-
duce a resolution, I read it, and before I could finish explaining

it to them, the chairman interrupted and sald it wasn't necessary to
vote or even discuss the resolution because it pertained to the
National Demoeratie Party and they were concerned with the Mis&issippl
Democratie party. I asked them how they could say they weren't in-
terested in the Natinmmal Demoeratic Party when they were part of the ..
National Demoeratic Party. They said they didn't know what the plat-
form would Le and who the nominee for president would be because
rresident Johnson is in i1l health, and so they didn't need bo adopt
the resolution of loyalty to the Natinnal Democratic Party because
they would be going into i1t blindfolded, and the state officials &l-
ready decided what was best for the state, .

And then I asked if the state officials told the people what to do, or
are we supposed to tell them, ama the taxpayers and cltizens of the
state, A lady there said the state officials were not working for the
people, they were working with the people, And I said, "well, who
pays them?"

Mo

0



Hattiesburg, continued

And I also tried to explain tothem how important the precinet meeting
waa and that we were the beginning of the convention and at it was
important that we speak out on the precinct level so thatfwhen it
Zets to the county and district and state level they would know how
the people felt from the lower levels,

So the ehalrman cut the discussion off and brought it to a vote. DIy
this time 15 whites had gotten there, and sco the vote was one for,
and 15 against.

Then they elected their delegates., The chairman said thelibrary pre-
cinet had only two delegates because they count one delegate for every
50 who voted in the last presidential election. So there must not
have been but 100 to vote last presidential election. But they elec-
ted three. One fellow said, "Well, I think we should have three."
They didn't say anything about alternates or split votes.

After they elected the three delegates, the chairman asked that some-
one move that the meeting come to a close,

Mrs. Pegzy Jean @Gould Connor

Some comments on this account:

The Chafkrman of the State Democratie Executive Committee Chairman

had stated previously that the only requiremants to participate in

the precinct meeting would be: residence in the precinct and being

a registered voter., Moreover white people were net asked for receipts.
State law stipulates only one thing about the manner of voting for
precinet delegates: that it be by secret ballot.

In Walthal precinet nine Negroes attended the meeting. One non-regis-
tered voter was not permitted to observe. No Negroes were permitted
to tally the votes, although they were permitted to vote. The reso-
lution was tabled.

Iatesville

West Batesville: At 10:00 a.m., 12 Negroes arrived at the polling
place for the precinct meeting, There were only three whites present
at the meeting, The meeting did not start at 10:00 as the law stipu-
lates, White people stalled the meeting until someone got more white
people to come to the meéting. At 10:20 the Negroes were outnumbered
15-12 and the meeting began.

East Datesville: One Negro attended the meeting at which there were

five whites. He nominated no one, but was permitted to vote, After

the voting he introduced the resolution of support for the Democratdc
Party's national candidates. The chairman said that they were all

in accord, but there was no need to vote on it

Courtland: Eight Nagroes arrived at the polling place shortly before
10:00 a.m. There was no meeting, nor did anyone in the area know
about any meeting, Shortly thereafter they went down to the post
office and were told that the mectings were not uaually held.




Holmes County

Thornton: Preeinet 4. Voters arrived at 9:U45 a.m., #nd remailned until
11:00 a,m. They were told by several persons, including the Postmas-
ter that they did not know anything about "any precinet meeting".
The voters then returned to their citizenship school and held their
owni election of deleg&tes to the county convention.

Tchula: Precinet 5. Volers arrived af 9:55 and were not immediately
excluded, The meeting started at 10:45, The Negroes were asked whatb
they wanted. They replied that they came to vote for delegates to
the County Democratic Convention. They were then told that the
committee did not have their names, therefore, they would have to be
excluded from the meeting unless they could show proof (of registra-
tion?) acceptable to the committee. The Negroes then left, returned
to their citizenship school, held a meeting and clected a delegate

to the county convention.

Conclusion

That Negroes are secking to form a Freedom Democratic Party becomes
somewhat understandable. It is generally known that Negroes aee not
wanted in Mississippi politiea, The reaction to Negroes at the pre
einct meetings is really not surprising to anyone familiar with the
Micolsslppi way of treating Negrces,

What did cause surprise was the revelation Yo the Negroes who atten-
ded’ the meetings) that whites do not attend the meetings except in
token numbers, and that the delegates who are selected are predeter-
mined choices and the voters attending the meeting do not really
elect anyone--they ratify choices made by others,

The attempt by Negroes to participate in the precinct meetings is

causing officlals of the party to take some interest in the working

organization of thelr party for the first time, This has been borne

out in conversations with offieials of the party and statements they

?ave made concerning the attendance of Negroes at the precinet mee-
ings,

An interésting comment on the attempt of Negroes to attend the prec-

inct meetings appeared in the Jackson Clarion-ledger on June 18. in
a eolumn written by Charles M, Hills, "HIIlls writes:

Three 1little white women manned a precinet in Jackson Tues-
day. At least a dozen Negroes appeared to vote. No white
men,

Those white women didn't budge. They stood in for an elec-
tion and even though far outnumbered, they took two clective
poats, the Negroes gettingz only, despite their majority.

We have always heard that Southern white women played an
enormous role in the Civil War.

Looks like they still do , ,

Mr. Hills 1s mistaken on two minor points and one major one, First
of all, there Pere four "little white women" and secondly two Negroes



Ns well as two whites were elected as delegates and alternated:
oneé Necro as an alternate and one Negro having half a vote, one
white as an alternate and one white having half a vote. (He refers
to Precinet 24, reported earlier in more ‘detail,)

The major point Mr, Hills missed is that his "little white women"
took nothing. They were voted demoeratically to be delegates to

the county convention by Negroes (under the gavel of a Negro chair-
man) who are not trying to replace a white segregationist Democratic
Party with a balck one, but attempting to replace a white segrega-
tionist Demoecratic Party with a democratiec Democratié Party involving
anyone who wants to particlpate and become a perty member,

The Freedom Democratic Party is going to held ita own precinet
meetings in the next few weeks. The doors will be open to all, the
meetinzs will be adequately publicized and honestly conducted.
Hopefully it will be possible to build a truly integrated grass roots
Demoeratic Party in Mis&issippi.

Appendleces

Attached to this report are two documents relevant to the Freedom
Democratic Party: &
1. a copy of the resolution used by out of state groups to indicate
their support for the Freedom Democratic Party's plan to unseat the
Tradifiional Democratic Party's delegation at the National Democratie
Convention. The resolution has been passed notably by the Califor-
nia Democratic Councils and the Michigan State Democratic Convention.
Under this resolution, the Michigan delegation is pledged to support
the Freedom Democratic Party of Mississippi.

2. a short deseription of the suit entered by some Missisa&ippl
Freedom Democrate to obtain a statewide order permitting Negroes

to resister to vote, and to have the unpledged alector plan declared
unconstitutional.





