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-; with the lower term the state would get convictions
acause courts and jurors consider life sentences or deatt

Once again racial attitudes cropped up in the floor debate. According
to the Jackson Clarion-Ledger, (March 12, 1964), Rep. Russell Fox of
Claiborne told the House: “'collured peOplL do not feel the same wa
fiwuL ravishment as do white people....You would in this bill reduce
the penalty from death at the expense of your wife or’daughter, just
to please some defense attorneys. I am against that.'"

by Rep. Fred Jones, of Sunflower, former superintendent of the
state prison, if the lowering of penalties might not encourage mob
action if juries gave light sentences, Fox agreed that it would."

ALLOW ARRESTED CIVIL RIGHTS WORKERS TO BE TRANSFERRED TO
ITENTIARY

No. 321 and 322 (Passed in both Houses and signed)

provide that city and county officials may transfer pri-
the State Penitentiary in the event of "ecrowded or inadequate

l, provides in part that:

1€ governing authorities of munieipalities shall have the power
%o construct and maintain a munieipal prison, and to regulate
the keeping of the same and the prisoners therein; but males
and femalses shall be confined in separate cells or compartments,
and also the whites and blacks shall be kept separate....

Provided further, that if there is no municipal jail nor county
jail available to house municipal prisoners or, if facilities
available are so crowded or inadequate or will be made so by
further commitment of prisoners, and if there are no convenient
or aJequate jails otherwise availlable for the accamwdation of
such prisoners, the authorities of any municipality are hereby
authorized to make arrangements with the Board of Correction of
the Mississippi State Penitentiary to house such prisoners who
may be committed to any of the facilities at the Mississippi
ate Penitentiary....

makes the same provisions for County prisoners.

were steered to unanimous passage : se by Rep. Joe

Hinds County (Jackson), especially agsure Hinds County and
adequate jail space in the event of 38 arrests this summer,
an] other cities, have on occasion und their Jjails overcrowde
racial demonstrations,

According to the Jackson Clarion-ledger of i ) 64, SupDOPtC”S
of the bill apparently pre1uﬂ ed that eraone 4 ferred to Parchma
be placed "in the Maximum Security units."
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BILL TO ALLOW DISCLOSURE OF JUVENILE COURT RECORDS TO STATE AGENCIES

Bill No, 2016 (Passed in Senate, amended version passed in House )

bill would allow disclosures from records of Juvenlle of fenderx
to any office or agency of the State, Disclosures would be at +he
discretion of the Youth Court jJudge

The purpose of the bill is to allow & . rustees of the Uni-
versity of Mississippli to consider the i ! “P“est records of
Negro applicants. At the present t¢m “Pcm= s can-
not be released, the university canrou offici

arrests as a grounds for refu._,;_nL admission, . was pan:cd with
almost no discussion after one Senator told the ers: "This 1s an
emergency bill they need up at Ole Miss."

The House broadened the measure by adding an amendment that the names

of juveniles and their parents may be published in local newspapers
after the second offense,

37. BILL TO REFORM PARCHMAN PENITENTIARY

* House Bill No. 227 (Passed in House, revised bill passed in Senate,
House version finally passed in both Houses and signOU)

A 'reform! bill for Parchman Penitentiary which, LllJJa con-
I

tinued use of the lash on prisoners (see Section 4 Tho 1 centra-

lizeg control of the Penitentiary under the Goverr

The importance of the bills allowing transfer of eity and county pri-
soners to Parchman becomes clearer when something is known about con-
ditions at the State Penitentiary. Parchman Penitentiary is reputedly
the roughest jail in the country,

In the summer of 1963, 23 Negro c¢ivil rights workers were committed to
Parchman for 56 days. Several of the prisoners were tortured, Thre
were suspended Dy their wrists, so that they could barely reach the
ground on tiptoe, for periods of 8 to 24 hours. At other times, pri-
sonerg were put alternately in 'hot'! and 'ecold! boxes. Women prisoners
were forced to spend about half their time in the cells stripped to the
waist, white men being brought through the jail to observe them,

in the light of these facts that the 'Reform! Bill Parchman
be viewed:

SECTION 1, TIf shall be the policy of this State, in the opera-
tion and management of the prison system, to so manage and conduc
the same in that manner ag will be consistent with the operation
of a modern prison system, and with the view of making the system
gself-sustaining; and that those convicted of violating the law
and sentenced to a term in the State Penitentiary shall have
humane treatment, and be given opportunity, encouragement and
training in the matter of reformation. All prisoners shall be
worked within the prison walls and upon farms owned or leased

- o

by the State except a s provided in Sectlons 35 and 36 of this
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providing for road work in two counuioq7 and in no event
11 the labor of a prisoner be sold Tto any ~contractor or
ee to work on farms, or elsewhere, nor shall any prisoner
worked on any farm or otherwise, upon shares, except such
farm be cwned or leased by the State of Mississippil.

the articles in this long bill concern organization of the
ntiary. Control over the Penitentiary was centralized in a
an Mississippi Penitentiary Board appointed by the Governor,

a uupePLDand”ﬂt, also an executive appointee, Section 48
;ith 'discipline of prisoners'!.

TION 48, The superintendent may set up rules regarding the
1pllnu of prisoners. No prisoner may be placed in solitary
inement except under orders of the oaperintendent. Any
oner held 1n solitary confinement shall be fed a meal at
; once every day and shall be examined by a physiclan at
once every two (2) days. No prisoner shall be placed in
"dark hale" of the maximum security unit for a longer period
n twenty-four (24) hours. Corporal punishment of any kind
11 not be administered to any prisoner, except on the authorlit
the superintendent, or in his absence by the acting super-
tende nt provided, however, that when corporal punishment 1s
alalnlsuexeﬁ to any prisoner, it shall be administered in the
presence of the superintendent or the aeting superintendent or
the chaplain. Whenever a sergeant or other employee of the peni-
Tuﬁﬁiaﬂy considers it necessary that a convict be punishe he
make a written report to the superintendent ro‘arding puni
stating in such report the cffunse comnitted by the pri-
soner, and in the event that the superintendent or acting super-
intendent considers it necessary that aUCh prisoner shall be
zlven corporal punishment, he shall give written authority there-
for directed to the sergeant or, in his absence, the acting
sergeant, designated to adu1n¢uter such punishment, specifying
the number of licks or lashes, not to exceed ten(10), that may
be inflicted. The report of the sbrweanb to the effect that
sueh punishment has been adminis tered shall be delivered to the
superintendent and shall be placcd in the files of the prisoner
involved, and shall become part of the permanent record of such
prisoner,
Any employee violating the provisions of this section shall be
immediately dismissed; and any employees who shall violate the
provision of this section shall be guilty of a felony and upon
conviction therefor shall be punishud by imprisonment in the
State Penitentiary for a term of not less than one (1) year nor
more than five (5) years.

while the bill was still in the Senate, Sen, Howard MeDonnell of Biloxi
propogsed an amendment which would require that the Superintendent of
the penitentiary have two years of college., Foes sald the amendment
would e the ouster of the present Superintendent, C. E. Breazeale,
The amendment failed. McDonnell then asked that the Superintendent

be wﬁyuﬂred to have a high school education. That amendment was also
defleated
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