e 17 Yo ac ¢ Zolitienl Porece in /nericc and in the sSouth
gince 1900=- by Ctis lecace

(en informel norrative written Zfor the lattiechurs
Trecdon B8cho .l and Voter egistration stalls

byy wey of a brief vefrecher course iu those aspects
of our recent hictery vhich nay prove usefunl for
perspective in the Jumier “rojects)

Mie precent pattern of Jiserinination and prejulice acainst
the ilegro wes cet nostly in the period fron 190C to 1232, ‘Thece
yearc werce o tine of political reform anc socieal civencenent for
nmost /mericong, ceven Zor irnigrants -nd northern liejrocs, but in
retrogpect they seen to have been the nost hwniliating years
gince slavery in the caqual treatnent of southern llegroes, .here
they were once encrura~ad to vote ond hold ninor office (ac in
the delta in the' 1CC0's) he wac now kept £ronm voting Dy law, Dy
private coercion, an’ b habit, ihere once the ilegro leader of
national prouinence (Cruea, ynech, fashington) reprecented the
southern black nan, he -raé now northern and urben in his iaterestc
(u eoic, Trotter, thite), (here vhitec ond ilelro southerners
once roce and cte in the cane paccen er cars anc nlayed in the-
sae public parls (1CG65-19200, even citer reconstruction ended),
he wac now exeluled D7 local ordinance fron virtuclly every
poccible contact 7ith wvhite people, Onece the southern nan of
property courted hin for his vote arzainct the politiczl power
of the southern Zamer of little property (about il75 to 1020),
Jhortly thercafter the radical Topulist attracted ilefro supnrort
in an cifective ap cal to a solicority of the have-nots e ainst
the larre londotmer and industrialist, On Doth ocecccione the
liegro tricd to Cain the advanteles of politiecl potrer, but in
Zact he never becane nore than o junior partner, and thece
alliances proved psycholocicelly to difficult Zor southern white
aen to cugtain in the Z:ce of thie iucreasinl,’ bitter ap cals to
racial colidarity on the part of whichever vhite group the llefroes
were being encourated to op ce, Ieticen 1896 and 1203 cvery
southern steotc posgecoing a substanticl llesro pepulation amended
their conctitutions to permit official vhite prinaries and to
proaibit-« by ingenious lawge~ both llegroecs and umcooperative
porr thitec from votinz, Ilote the rophic ezse of Louisiana:

hite llecro
1297 registration (-1< conet,) 165,000 150,000
190 " " (newr conct,) 125,070 5,000
1904 " (poll tax ad’ed) 92,000 1,300

Jron this point Zorth, couthern statec werc run by oncll,
eacily-contr .led veting Dloes which reprecentel larcelyfy the
up-er hall of the socizl structure,

It ie enerally Lelieved that &~ rescicu feedc on fruetration,
“he Oouth in 19200 wac & lilelylanl Zor & :xeccion ozeinst a
ainority race, Zfor cconomic proulene hal Duilt to a clina: of
frustretions, Mo thirls of itc white nen lived in counspicuous
poverty, anl it wes virtuclly inposcible to percsuale an inpoveriched
white Zamer to accord any brecli== ccoun wic or socicl-- to liccroes
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vho were only o fevr degrece worse oif tian tiey, ot only wac
per copite wealth in the Scuth helf that of the nctionel averc .
out with necarly 30% o the notioncl posulation the region hiad
lece then 12% of the nation's tawable ineones, and most of the
incone to the Jouth centercd in four states: PFor the couthern
ceonony wags built on worr naterials-- cotton, lunber, ore, oiles
vhaich uoually providef their econsnic return to thoce people
uho nalie then into finiehed productc (Lhe !‘ascechusetis nmill ovmer.
the Chicago building contractor, the Iittsburch steel producer),
samziile the couthern llegro raceived thwe Laowect wole in the natic
..orocc wera cielided £ron the hijler=payin_: cotton millg, and
.o then one liejro out o? ten owmed cny lend, ecttle, or to:ls,

/1l thic is to sayff thot vhere in the Norih the cconcny wac
nropperous enoulh to permit unver portions of the worliin: clasc
3 nove into pcsitions of inlependence an’ o pernit the in i~rant
the hope of saining somethins if he orenized pclitical porrer for
~ingelZ, tho gouthern smcll vhite famer wac caucht iu en endlecc
wele of poverty and hed little to gein even if e had tried, and
1o eflorts were Zitful end cacily Jdiverted intc azitation azinsi
ae llegro. leonuhile the llelro was not pemitted even to trv.
soth his dicfranchisenent and hic seire;ation cane to »ncscess for
vhite nen a ind of noral inperative,

Liberalc ilorti and South comironly Jdefonded ilegro disfranchicce-
nent on the grouncs that politiczl coriuption would <icappear and
that by forcing the llegro to conceatrate on iuproving himcelf
inctezcd of increacing his power race rclations woull quicldy
inprove, It ic true that overt Irauds on clecticn deys declined
clichtly froa the high levels sdmkmit renched during; and after
Qecongtruction: the most effcctive way of stopning the stealing
of bellots, of course, is to stop people from voting. Iut the
politienl prwecos reneined as corrupt ac before and far lesst
resronsive to the Crowving needs o the coecial orier, It ic
equally clear thet in proportion to the liegro's losc of political
nowrer hisc general security and independence deteriorated and
uncheeclzed violcnee to his person and property rrev, .. sycten of
~agte had in tine caae to rerlace the systen ol slevery,

influvencing
ilo man cizeecded Socker W, achin ton in/mwempamsims the llerro

zo better hinscelf econcuically and to poctpene iis secreh Zor
olitical power, Zorn a slave in Vir;_:sm'.a, he was sct frec at

Swe age of nine by the delfeet of the confederacy, worlieC his wucy
throuch school and tras invited to run & new institute Zor ilerroecc
1t uglkeee, Llabama, [iis quiet leadership ané courace nade
Jduglzegec into one of the laading vocational co.le;jec in the natior .
in 1C95 llaghin ton wac invitel to speal: at the openin. of the
klenta IZz.0ogition, Jensing; the importaunce of the umpreccdented
onrortunity Zor a llero to adlresc suclh a lariec awdience ol
‘nfluentiel vhite nen, he urged up n llerjroe: and whites clilie the
isdoil of achieving nutual trust tLroul: mmtually nrlitable
sencnic rolatione: the llegro shioull not ceelfc leave the Jouth
» te agitate for p:-liticcl chieng2 bDut shiould '"cast fulase bucket

ol where ou are,' ond zain the cqual p teetion of the lawes
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throush his z2eononric power; the white man shoull help educate
the lecro to worl: more effectively for him, .mericans inctantly
hailed Jachington as the wicect leader of his race, cnd Zor the
ne::t twenty years, until hic Jleeth, he was one of the most
influential men in the nation., Tive presidents consulted hin
about noliciec toward llesroes; Theodore Roosevelt invited hin
to dine at the ite llouse; and jueen Victoria entertained him
at tee,' It was the day of lloratio .l er, but Llrer had never
written a ctory to equel the cutobioraphy Up Frou Jlavervy,

in hisc Joy Tlochington seined the fiym sun ort o: lar.c muiberec
oZ northera capitalists for i'e’ro vocational education, but it
is evicdent that his ".tlentglonnronise" (worl: Zfiret, vote cceond)
suited the grim plans which szuthern whites had for llejrc
subordination, ccon mic &g well os peiiticcl, ancd both were
neavily reinforced by erucicl chenges in the attitude of northern
leaders tzward the llesro and his race, :

3cfore the 1290%'s the llecro had hoped that occicioneal Federel
intervention would sustain his newly-uvon richtc of citizenchin,
suffroge, and equel trectment before the law and conscquently
pemit him to break Zres from the ceocte gysten wiich even during
Reeconctruction hal been chzining hin dotmy Jut in 2 serices of
disciurarin; decicions (Zrom 18835 throuch 1C28) the Supreme Court
overthrew or Jiluted the lows wvhich had sustained him, wvhile
Con_recc and the ecutive graduclly cane to termec with the
pr iticelly powerful wvhite southerners and their northern business
pertners, and by 1200 the llegro could no onger count on the
Federal ~overmment to accist him in overconing hic hopeleccly
uncauel political position, llorthern liesroes coul? wvote, but lecs
then 10% of the nation's nine nillisn llejrces lived in the llorth,
and their politicol influence wee slight, ieanwhile Horthern
liberels and conservatives clike fell prey to new vieus of race
and socia’. evolution which fained favor by virtue of their apparent
scientific validity., . hese views tended to attributc behavioral
iifferencer betreen the llecro and the white man te imate difference
in ecopeacity, rather thon to environent and culture, and they
cccerted-- on decidedly inccmplete evidence~- that social and
political prescurec (such es civil richts lawe or welfore programs)
are virtually powerless to chanfe the l-ong-ran e behavior or
attitulec of men towards other men, (It is ironic that Jin Crow
lawe provided an example of the efféectiveness of socicl laws to
inii‘;uc)mce lon~=rcngr2 behevior end attitudes at precicely this sene
tine,

Thus in a (oy wvhen doctrines of social rel-me-- includin: 7 =
cenecern for the impoverished city imniprent, an interect in social
leislation end in the constitutional riyhtc of wmion laborers
cwept the llorth ané parts of the white S:cuth and crrricd to nationel
pover nen lile Ceorce iltrris, Robert Lafollette, /1 Omith,
forelle Lalucrdia, Thecdcre Roasevelt, and Too-rotr Mlson, the
ilerro exercised lecs rerl peliticel power thon at any tine since
his yeors of slavery, lany of his lceaders' had trarmed hiim of the
Zetel hendicep of disfranchisement, In 1365 Frederick Douglacs
had denended "irmediate, unconditional, and umiversal votinZ. . .
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for without this the llero's liberty ic o nockery.,  « ¢ is ¢
glave of society, and holdic hic liberty 2c & privilege, not co
a richt, e is et the mercy of & mob, end hac no nemms of pio~
tectinr hinmcelf," osouclass in Zeoet sawr through to the herrt of
the p-liticcl prceess wien he leter incisted that sc lon~ as the
lle~ro has & vote, ''sonicbody in the South will went thot vote end
Will O-Ler cthe terts upon vuica todt Vo NCG
o _‘enerati.ns seiceipni¥c Jenator .ildo, tic nctionts
leading white=supreonacy denag:c ue, rencrked to a vnicn orconize
worling emong ilejroes in liseiscip:i, '".on, when you can show me
that you control any sizable nunber of voters, I'L. be the
dannedest chanapion you over had,") Dven Scolzer T, iJachington
wverned that wiile the llegroc ought to put jobs and cducation chead
of politiec lLie shoull never cecse voting: '.. man cannot learn
seli-govermient by cecacing to vote any nore than a boy can learn
to swin by keepin’ out of the w~ter." ind now in the %&£ Zirct
thirty years of the 20th century the conscquences-- in lynch law,
Jin Crow, an¢ cc:nomic diserinination-- o p Liticzl powerlescnesc
were hideousl; plain, ifachinston had sug ested that the llegro
put dignity cheod of power and thereby sclvage his cicnity. DSut
in puttinz diznity chead of the power which Zorces men to respect
dignity, the ilerro lost both.

In symbolic g contrast to Socker ifashin~ton standc the Zfigure
of illien Z. 3. u Dois, 3orn in ilacsachugetts shortly aiter
the Civil "Jar in a Zanily lon: Zree and proninent in & Zarming
corumity, he enccuntere little racial preojudice until he arrived
et Fisk Univercity in llachville for his co’lere troining. In the
vear o= the '..tl:nte compromise' Du Jois ecrmed & “h.Je &t lloxvard
ond accepted a nosition of prcfescor of soci-losy ot /tlanta
University., Jor the rect of hig life, first in itlinta an” then
in llexs York, he (evoited his gcugbsiiin and his verbel s™-ills to
the position of tle licrre rece in 2 “thite society, /.o early ce
1203 he vigorously ie jected ‘Jashin tonts "cimpremice," and in o
collection of powerful cco.ys, Tthe Joulc of Jlacik Joll: he strccced
the prinary inportance of politicel inklucnce, assertive leadership,
and <encral pride which llejroes should fecl in their raece, s
gpirit can be seen in the remark he made wreing that lleroes who
£ace certain death Crom lynch ncbs should recist then with vio-

ence, '"If we must die let uc die li'e nen and not lie so many
bales of hay."

Ju Jois wes intellectusl, but he was not o sheltered nan, “hen
living in .tlemta he ride’ his life daily by waltin @ to towm to
chowv his disap-roval of segreated buses, ilowv he wis to urge
lleroes everywvhere to repudiate the '"ecowardice and cpology" of
their leaders. In 1905 he convened & mecting at iliafera Jal.s
of about thirt) prominent llejroes from 13 gtrtes, and ac a challenge
to Tlashinton's influence the coufzarence dencnded llefro ection
to obtain ful' sullfrage an” eivil ricrhts, abolition of Jin Crow
laws, legiclotion to enforee the 14th and 15th enmennents, anc to
establish tlr ouch nati-nal aid Zree on” compulsor:;” cducotion
thr uch hizh sche . for avery /meric-n child, The lliajara neeting
¢id not at first attract wide sup ort, but in 1909 2 mmber of
thite liberals, outr:ed at the cpread of lynchin - to northern
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Sny e e c" o? kaeping a laros purtion of the “outc" Jdislraachizel,
17 e atimn cuarter of Cthe citizcug-- ..c n ;:1..;:.‘..'.;'-- ic voialece,
cnservetives oin 1. eny ol otaon,

5Cnaen sty po-lq.cc ig latece The 1l of woters Zrom the imvortent
u"“i:h.: on. cdueaticnal Zorccc of noticiel voliticoe e 1l

et ‘E..':"::l:.t.'i: Jeanine porty e o tecrto ave vitel to UL zolitical
PID cc.;s, and '.".-'x;r Co not ueuilly arige withia statec thess Jovs

vl cog tue 3.: e is aleco a iw:""le Trounc ..or a auti-vcl perty eonteegts
liati~ucl orjcnizations olton act oo clvaaizerc Jor 1-scl lec ership,
~nd nost reil 7 cruneial loenl fcoves cre now aatioazl) iscues,

In guricry cow ‘.cnt, 12¢ no one mmnlerr:s te tie probdlenr ¢f “enerating
cenmuina p "itiecal power anocny onpy lic ro cowrmmily ctryfoling
ceinet tie forcec .r....c;. .mve. dovincted e wictory of owr notion
ince the Civil llar. JScuecne once o« i'. toat 12 recd coxrelfully
iztery is alweys on "yhur" cide., ‘hic ugy neon only thet cvccy
aneration oo itc omm hrads o powrer &~ Jely 7.:-::"1'-' er L le
it worls Jor tlen, It io certeinly poccible what nericans o do
nst otudy the hictory of ninority -olitics erc dooned to repect
soueiu_ the Zailuras and ni Lt never recornize succese wvhen they
cee 1te.
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