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UNIT VII;\fiii/Ey Mississippi Politlcs and COFO's Political Progranm

in Miscisslppl

(Pregented in question and answer form under topical headings)
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III, Other COFO Political Programs for the sumer
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B, What are the plans for the Freedom Registration?
C. The Freedom Candidates?

IV, Voting in Mississippi

A, How 1z the state Demccratic Party organized?
B. What are the voting requirements?
C. Who votes in Mississippi?
B, VWhat are the proofs of discrimination in voling?
E., VWhy isn't the Negro allowed to vote? What does
the white man fear?
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V. Historical Developmeni of white, one-party politics

A, VWhat role did Reconsiruction play?

B, Who controls the votes and how?

C. Why hasn't the Republican Party been stronger?
D. What changes will occur when Negroeg can vote?



INTRODUCTION

hie following will provide a background of information from which it is hoped
the teacher in the Frezdom School will be able to direct a discussion and set up
a sgitvation in which dialogue will be possible on the subject of politiecs and it's
relation to the individual and to groups=-cspecilally politics in Mississippi. As
& part of this, the development of COFO, its aims and purposes as a politioal action
group will also be discussed,

The aperrcaco that will be takéme is to use the example of Mrs, Hamer's campaign
for Representative to the U.S. House as a point of departure for discussion of the
political sitvation in the state. It is hoped that through the use of a gpecific
case study, the students may see the poditieal structure as relevant and close %o
his own experience. That evem more importantly, the students may be awakenedé to
the essential role each individual plays in the democratic proeess, what this role
is, and how to go about excercising his right to a voice in the decision making
that concerns his life. Beyond this, by studying Mrs. Hamer's campaign and the
broader aspects of COF0's political program for the summer and beyond, the student
may see one example of how to combat the problems of discrimination that take his
right away to have a voice ih local, state and national govermment,

The basic concepts which it is important to get across from this unit are
these: (1) Fundamentals of how the political structure is organized at local, state
and national level. (2) How the individual participates in polities and why it is
importants (3) How the political structure in Mississippi is organized to discri-
minate against the Negro and why. (4) VWhat steps can and are being taken to correct
existing conditions of discrimination.

I, COFO
What is COFO?

COFO is the Covmeil of Federated Organizations——a federation of all the
national civil rights organizations active in Mississippi, loecal political and
action groups and some fraternal and social organizations,

Why have such a federation of organizations?

To create unity and to give a sense of continuity to Civil Rights efforts in
the state., Farticularly since any civil rights program must be carried out in an
atmosphere of extreme hostility from the white community, it was felt that unity
through an organization of this kind would create a hond of support for Negroes all
over the state, COFO also provides a sense of identity and purpose to local politi~-
cal action groups already existing and a means of exchanging ideas. One of it's
ma jor purposes ig to develop leadership in local communitlies all over the state,

In the past psople have belonged to Civil Rights organizations. COFC would like te
be an organization which in a real sense belongsg to the people. It is so structured
that all decision making is done democratiecally and directly by all the groups
working together--allowing each individwl the right of voicing his opinion and
making his vote count.

Decisions concerning COFO are made at it's state wide convention meetings
which are cdlled when necdssary, Anyone active under any of the organizations
which make up membership are entitlad to attend COFQ conventions and participate
in poliey~-making decisions of the organization.
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The staff consists of anvone working full time with any civil rights organiza-
tion in Missigsipri. This staff carries out the decisions of the COFO convention
and prepares recommendations for it's consideration, Below the state COFO convention
there are distriet organizations corresponding to the five congressional districts.
These district organizations are only in the planning stage at present. The staff
is divided into congressional districts with five district directors; this organiza-
tional structure is functioning at present.

The state organization has four standing committees: Welfare and Relief,
Political Action, Finance and Federal Programs. The district organizations have,
or will have, similar standing cormittees. Dr. Aaron E, Henry of Clarksdale,
State Fresident of the NAACP, is President of the Council of Federated Organizations,
Robert Moses, Field Secretary and Mississippi Project Director for SKCC, is the
Program Director, who supervises the Mississippi staff and is elected by it. Tavid
Dennils, Mississippi Fielé Secretary for CORE, is Assistant Program Director, and
is similarly elected.

What are the programs sponsored by COFO?
COFO works in two major areas., (1) Political (2) Fducational and social,

The ecducational and social programs are the Freedom Schools, Federal Programs,
Literacy, Vork-ctudy, Food and Clothing and Community Centers. Some of these are
in operation; others are ir the ppocess of belrg developed.

Freedom Schools are plarmed for the summer of 1964. There are several things
which hopefully will be accomplished by the Schools. (1) to provide remedial instruc-
tion in basic educational skills but more importantly (2) to implant habits of free
thinkirg and iceas of how a free society works, and (2) to lay the groundwork for a
statewicde youth movement,.

Federal Proprams Project is to make the programs of the Federal government which
are designed to alleviate poverty anc ignorance reach the people of Mississippi. The
federal programs include the Area Redevelopment Act, the Marpower Developmert and
Training Act, the bureaus of the Farmers Home Adniristration and the Office of Man=-
power, Automaticn and Training. You may ask why it is necessary for CCFC to be
concerred about the admiristration of federal programs, which are by definition,
desegregated and anti-ciscriminatory. As things now stand the normal chanmel of
information--the state agencies~-~do not properly present these programs. The State
of Misgissippi is not reconcileé to the desegregated mature of these programs, so
Negroes are not allowed to participate. Because of this, private agencies, such as
COFC must act as liason between the federal programs and the people they are designed
tc help.

The Literacy Project at Tougaloo College is a research project under the direc-
tion of John Tiebold and Associates Company, an¢ is financed by an anonymous grant
to the college. The goal of the project is to write self-instructional meaterials
which will teach adult illiterates in lowver social and economic groups tc read and
write,

The Work-Study Project is an attempt to solve the pressing staff problems
in the Southern Movement--the conflict between fuvll-time civil rights work and school
for the college age worker. Under the workestudy program, students spend a year in
full-time fielé work for SKCC, under the cdirection of COFO fieléd staff, and with
speédal academic work designed to complement their field work and keep them familiar
with learning and intellectval discipline. After this year of field work, they get
a full scholarship to Tougaloo College for one year,
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Food, Clothing and Shelter Programs is a vrivately financed distribution pro-
gram of the necessitles of life for persors whose needs are so bagic that they
cannot feed their familics one meal & day per person. This welfare services aspect
of €.70 grew partly out of a need to provide for famillies who are leaving the pilan=-
tations gsometimeg because of auvtomation and sometimes because of their activities
in voter registration projects, particvlarly in the Delta.

The food intake of most poor rural Mississipplans 1s at some times suffilcient.
These times are usually (1) when they receive government commodities, (2) when the
tenant or low=-income farmer receives money from his cotton and other minor crops,
usually in early and mid=fall, and (3) when landlords give credit to tenant families
usmually from late March to July., The rest of the time the poor rural families and
the unemployed often go hungry.

The clothing situation of both the urban and rural poor is despereate., But the
problem is not as difficult in summer months, when the weather is warm, as it is
in winter when the children must have warm cléthes to go to school.

Many people in the deep South live in housing unfit for human habitation. In
Mississippi over 50% of the rural occupied farm housing is classified as deteriora=-
time or dilapidated. More than 50% of the rural homes in Mississippl have no piped
water and more than 75% have no flush toilets, bathtubs or showers. COFO hopes to
begin a program of home repair workshops and volunteer youth corps assisting people
to repair their homes, all worliing out of a community center,

The Community Centerg is to be a network of commmity centers across the state.
It is conceived as a long-range institution. The euntors will provide a structure
for a sweeping range of recreatirnal and educational programs. In doing this, they
will not only serve basic nceds of Negro communities now ignored by the state's
political structure, but will form a dynamic focus for the development of community
organization.

How did COFO get started?

COFQ has evolved through three phases ir its short history. The first phase
of the organization was little mors than an aéd hoc committee called together after
the Freedom Rides of 196l in an effort to have a meeting with Govenor Ross Barnett.
This committee of Mississippi ecivil rights leaders proved a convenient vehicle for
channeling the voter registration progrsm of the Voter ¥ducation Project, a part of
the Southern Fegional Council, into Mississippi.

With the funds of the Voter Education Project, CCFO went into a second phase.
This period heginning ir February 196Q, COFO became an umbrella for voter registra~-
tion drives in the Mississippl Delta and other isolated cities in Mississippi. At
this time COFO added s small full~time staff, mostly SNCC and a few CORE workers,
and developed a voter registration program. The staff worked with local NAACP leade:
and SCLC citizenship teachers in an effort to give the Mississippi Negroes the
broadest possible support. COFD continved essentially as a committee with a staff
and a program until the fall of 1963,

The emergence of the Ruleville Citizenship group, and the Holmes County Voters
League, testified to the possibility of starting strong loeal groups, It was felt
that COFO could be the organization through which horizontal ties could develop
among thess groups, with the strongest common denominator possible within the general
aimg of the Civil Rightg Movement. FEvery effort was made during this time to put
across county and organizational lines and have people from different areas meet
with each other, to sponsor county, regiocnal and atate-wide meetings, to bring



students together from different parts of the gtste for workshops, to help send
groups outsice of the state to meetings, conferences, workshops anc SCLC eitizenship

chools. Duvring this seconé phase we hegan to feel more andé nore that the "Committee
could be based in a network of local adult grouns sprung from the Movement as we
worked the state.

The third phase renreseting the present functioning of the organization began
in the fall of 1963 with the Freedom Vote for Governor., This marked the first
state wide =ffort and coincided with the establishment of a state wide office in
Jackscon and a tronk line to reach into the Mississippi Delta ard hill country., The
staff has broacened to include more CORE ané SFCC workers and more citizenship
schools.,

Plang for the fourth phaso of the crganization would include & budzet or funds
for program and :ualf on a long term basis, worked oult with the major civil rights
groups and other interested orgarnizations and individuals across the country. The
aim would be to organize every Negro community in Missicsgippi to train local people

to help lead Migsissippi through the next difficult years of transition.
II. Mrs, Hamer's Campaign for Congress (2né Congressional District)
¥Who is Mrs, Famnie Lou Hamer?

¥rs. Hamer is one of the four candidates running political office this summer
in Mississippi. 3he is challenging Mr, Jamie Whitten for the seat of '. S, Repre-~
sentatives in the Seccond Congressional Iistrict., Mr. Whitten is a powerful man
ir the House of Fepresentatives, holding the position of Chairman of the House
Appropriations Sub=~Commzittee orn Agriculture. Since the Second Congressicnal District
is the heart of cotton=-growirg Lelta where Negroes outnumber whites in most of
the counties, what ¥Mr. Whitten does as chairman of this committee has direct bear=-
ing on both Negro and White populations, So far Ir. Whitten's actions have refleetsd
a decidedly racist bias~=-so that he is not representing all the psople of the Second
Congressional Listrict, but those white, lancholders vwho control the majority of
the wealth in the Delta,

One of the most blatant examples of this bias on Whitten's part was a blll before
the Sub=Committee on Arriculture to train 2400 men to drive tractors. The bill was
killed., Vhy kill a bill which obviously would benefit the state by attacking the
problems of automation? The answer becomes clear when we rexlize that (1) Hinder
the Manpower Retraining Act, all projects must be intesrated. (2) The majority

£ those to be trained were Negro (600 wites).

Why is Mrs. Hamer ¥unning for office?

Mrs. Hamer is the mother of geveral children and besides that, a woman, whimh
is very wrusual for Mississippi _Olltha. It is certainly partially because she is
a mother and¢ concerred about the future of her children that she is running.. How=-
ever, the real arswer to this ~uestion can only be fovné in Mrs, Hamer's history

an¢ the experiences she has hnéd as a native Mississippian. “rs. Homer who is 47,
comes from Ruleville, Mississippi in Sunflower Courty. This is cotton growing
country--large plantations (of sometimes hundreds and thﬂhoaﬁéu of acres of land),
stall towns, the Companry Store, the sheriff whose job it is to "econtrol the niggers"
and not see the beotleg whiskey being sold--the home of Senator James O, Zastland,
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Until 1062, the Hamers had lived for 16 vears on a plantetion four miles from
Ruleville. On iuvgust 37, 1962, VMrs. Hamer tried to register to vote~~the same day
she and her husband were told t‘@y would have 1o leave the plantation immecdiately



€~ by the owner. His commert to Mrs, lamer was "what are you trying to do to
me", A Wegro does not act independently of his "Owner", This revealing comment
illustrates how inextricably the Negroes'! destiny has been linked to the land and
its owner, A4 system from which all the legal restriction of slavery have been
removed but which has remained frozen in place. It 1s only now changing because
of the forces of change all around it. Mrs. Hamer's action regpresents the new
attitude of emancipation on the part of the Negro. An attitude which has come
slowly to the fcudal=like sytem of the Delta, where the symbiotic relationship of
white and black has verhaps been more intense than anywhere else. The slowness
with which change has come to thes Delta is in direet relationship to the amount of
opposition expressed by the white people there,

Mrs. Hamer began working with the Student Fonviolent Coordinating Committee
in December 1962 and has been one of the most active workers in the state on Voter
Registration. Because of her activities she has received much abuse from white
people in the Ruleville community-~people shoot irnto her home, threaten her life,
In 1963 she was arrested in Winona, Mississippi, held in jail overnight for no
reason ané severly beaten with a blackjack, She still svffers from this incident.

Mrs. Hamer feels very strongly that Megroes are hot being represented in either
state or rational goverrnment and this forms the bagis for her willingness to run for
office evern in the face of trmendons danger to hergelf personally. Mrs, Famer tells
her audiences that ghlie is only saving "what you have been thinking ell along.? But
Mrs. Hamer plans to direect her campaipgn to whites as well as Negroes, It is her
feeling that all Mississippians, white and Megro alike, are victims of the all=-white.
one~party vower strueture of the state. The major emrhasis of Mrs., Hamer's campaign
however, will be voting rights for the Vegro. Her platform, like that of the other
three candidates, inclvdes a discussion of issues that reach bepond the problems
within the state of poverty, autcmation, education and equal representation andé
touches on naticnal domestic issuves as well as irternational policy.

It is a corment on the conservatiive reaction the state has shown in the past
ten years, that Representative Trank Smith vas defeated@ in the 1962 elections.
Although not outspokenly 1iberal sbhout voting rightse for the Negro, Smith was con-
cerned for all the people of the Helta and had some idea of the problems the region
faces in the future ac auvkomation takes away the jobs of many people, Recently
ha made a statement in suprort of the Civil Rights bill row before the Congress.
The two or three raticnal men of some vision in the Missigsippi Legislature have
all been voted out of office In the bast four yearse. t is necessary that Mrs, Hamer
and peonple like her come forward to fill this gap.

Bow will Mrs. Hamer cornduct her campalgn?

Mrs. Hamer ig entered in the regular Democratic primary in Mississippi to be
held June 2, 1964, She is runnirg on what is to be called the FRFEDOM LEMOCRATIC
PARTY, If defeated in the Democratic party, she will be able to continue her
campaign as an Independent in the General Flection in November,

Has she any chance of winning? If rot, why challenge?

The chances of Mrs., Hamer actuslly becoming the Representative to the House at
this time are of course dlmost impossible. But since the campaign, as well as the
campaigns of the other three candidates has a two=folé purpose-~the chances of winnir
the goalg they seek are very good. One of the purposes 1s to encourage Negroes nob
row registered to vote to register by means of the "Freedom Registration™ to be con-
ducted tlis suwwer. The second purpose is to let the State of Mississippi and the
nation become aware that change ic taking place in Mississippi ané that the rights
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of the Nerro must be realizecd, if Lemocracy is to work in a state like Mississippi.

III, Other Asveclts of the COW) Folitical Program for the Sumer

]

How wili the Lemocratic Convention be challerged?

The foevs of volitieal activity during the spring and sumszer will be an attemct
to unseat the repular Mississippl Delegation to the Nationzl- Démocratic Convention
at Atlantic City, ¥ew Jersey, in Auvgust of this year.

Misgissippi does rot allow many neople, pverticularly Negroes, to rarticl _ate
in politiecal affairs in meaningful numbers. TFor tris reason COFQ elaims tlat the
Mississippi delegation to the Convention does not represent all the people of
Mississipvoi and shouléd not be seated, An attempt is being made tc contact delega-
tions from other states to have them vote against seating the regular Missigsipnpi
delepation. It is not known whether this challenge will be successful,

Two groups of delegates will attempt to be seated at the Convention~=the regular
Lemocratic delegation ané the so-called Freedom Democratic I'elegation. This means
that COFO is organizing (1) those people who are now registered voters in Mississipp:
ané (2) those who have tried to register and have not been allowed to vote, From
each of these groups a delepation will be chosen to pgo to the NVational Corvention,

Hepuler Democratic larty "recdom Dewocratic Party
o —— . - - -
! Votor Ropistration g \}':‘612(}0.'11 Rerids hram.on}
o S g gt S bair §
£ .~ X - 4
ylar Dewocratic party iJizmissippi wedom Desiocratic party
: S R SR e mir dieteiet & state
i pracinet, eounby, district & state wrocinet, county, dictrict & stote
; conventions conventions
l‘ Yeparsun, —— s A e o P L e— ; ~—
R 4 ik o
§ |listional Dewocratic Convontlon{
\ (‘ra e 2o 1
(i R e e
Official dssissippii i ‘
¢lecbions ! i?roudom elections

Hote: Any registerad sotelr can vake part wn oobth cG.umns.

Regular Democratic Farty -— The Derocratic Party in Mississippi every four
vears holds a series of convention Bo select delegates to the National Democratic
Maticnal Convention. The conventions are held in years of a national electionj
1964 is such a year.

CCFO's plan is for as many Nepro registered voters to attempt to attend precinct
meetings as vossible and if alloved to participate, to use their irnfluence to get
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Negro representatives elected to attend the County Conventions. In other words,

the attempt will be to have Negroes participating in the regularly prescribed

manner in every stage of the political process from precinét meeting, to County
gonvention, distriet @onvention and state convention. The possibilities of Negroes
actvally being allowed to participate is slim but it is important that the effort

be macde to go through the normal charnels as an educational process for Négroes who
have never had the opportunity of doing it before and also as an inéication of serious
intent to the vhite political structure,

Freedom Democratic Party -— Because the state officials have refvsed to register
so many people ih Mississgippi, COFQ is running a parallel registration procedure
called Freedom Fegiastration. TFreedom Registration will take place under a Freedom
Registrar--one in each of the counties in the state. The Freedom Registration is
a simplified repistration form with no literacy or interpretive requirements. Any
U.S. citizen wvhe is a resident of Mississippi can be Freedom registered. The anti-
cipated goal for I'reedom Registration is 300,000 to 400,000 people.

It is these two delegations-—from the regular Democratic party and from the
Freedom Democratic party which will attempt to be seated as the delegates to the
National Democratic Convention. The challerge of the Freedom Democratic party at
the Natioral Convention is one attempt to win truly representative government for
all the people in Mississippi.

In addition to the campaign being conducted by Mrs., Hamer in the Second Congre-
sgional Listriet, there are three other Freedom Candidates. They are Mr. James M,
Houston of Vicksburg, Representative of the third Congression&l District; Reverend
Jone ¥. Cameron of Hattlesburg, Fifth Congressional District and Mrs. Victoria Jo
Gray of Hattiesburg, Senate against Senator John Stennis,

The Freedom Cancidates are running on generally the same platform, The platform
was drawn up by the CCFC Convention. ¥ach of the candidates, of course, will vary
in terms of the isgues they discuss in the campaigr., The platform drawn up by COFO
touches on issues of foreizr and domestic policy as well as local problems, On the
issues of disarmament, the United Vstions, foreign aid; the platform emphasises our
working directly for a peaceful world by urging further steps toward curtailing bomb
testing. Tt recognizes that only through responsible involvement in the U,N, and
foreign aid programs can the U,S5. contribute to a peaceful world. It strongly urges
nassage of the Civil Rights bill now. On domestic issves at the National level
it wrges ard gupports the anti-poverty program of President Johnson, recognizing
that poverty dm one of America's most pressing problems, In addition, it supports
medicare, federally supported education programs, particulary job retraining programs;
further development of the nation's poverty-stricken rural areas; urban renewal
programs in Mississippi, which have been curteiled by the Mississippi House of
Representatives during this session of the legislature.

In the November elections this fall all Freedom registered voters and regularly
registered voters will be eligible to vote in the Freedom election, This election
will have a ballot whieh will include Ireedom candidatec as well as the regular
cardidates. The election will again show that people wishing to take part in Missi-
ssippi politiecal affairs are prevented from deing so by existing restrictions.

The CCFO political program is designed to fill two roles: (1) Challenge the
exigting political structure in Mississippi and show how it discriminates against the
Fegro. (2) Fducate the Negro politically; get the Negro thinking about specifie
wvays of acting to improve Misgigsippi and his position in the state and to trainm
people for future positions of leadershio in the state.
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How is the Democrafic Party organized in the State?

The precinct is the smallest political umit., It is usuvally a part of a super-
visors' district (called a "eat"). ¥ach county has five beats. Since there are
usually twe or three precinct to a supervisors' district, there are at least ten
to fifteen precincts in a county. Some counties have many more precincts, other
counties have fewer precincts., There are about 180C precincts in the state.

The precinct convention is the only convention open to all voters in an area.
These conventions are usually poorly attenced, This is an indication of the apathy
on the p:rt of voters in the state—arathy which allows a frightening amount of
power to be in the hands of a very few men who make most of the decisions. Negroes,
since Reconstruction have not been a part of this process at all, even those who
are registered to vote, 4t the precinct cenventicn delegates to the county convention
are choser., The number of delegates is cdecided earlier by the County Democratic
“xecuvtive Committee; usvally from one to six delegates are choseni Usually there are
alternate delegates choser for each of the elected delegates, thus doubling the
size of the delegation. The precinct convention is run by majority vote and by
rules decided by mjority vote,

COTO challerged the precinct meetings in about fifteen or twenty precincts b y
having both registered and unregistered legroes attempt to attencd the meetings.
Thls is to form the basis for the natioral challenge and therefore is most important.
After the challenge the duplicate Freedom Democratic precinct meetings were held
to parallel the raguvlar Democratic meetings,

The county convention meets at least one week after ithe precinct conventions
and is attended by elected delegates from the precincts of the eighty twe counties
of the state. The county conventior sdlects celepgates to the district ard gtate
conventions. Tach county elects delegates egual to twice the number of represen=-
tatives that county has in the lississippi House of lepresentatives. Many times
each vote is split in half, so twice as many delepgates are elected, and an alternate
is ther elected for each 'alf vote delegate. The county convention also elects
the Cownty Lemccratic Executive Committee which has fifteen members., This committee
avpoints voll watchers, counts vees, and is the county political hody,

The districlt conventions are held at least a week after the county conventions,
There are five district conventions--one for each congressional distridt. At the
district convention six delepates, sach with half a vote, are chosen to go to the
National Democratic Convention. Three alternate delegates are also chosen., The
National Temocratic Convention is where the selection of the Lemocrstic candidate
for President is made, Three members of the Sitate Lemocratic Executive Committee
are chosen at the gonvention. One candidate for Lemocratic Presidential elector
ig chosen.

At the state convention held at least a week after the last of the district
onventions, the rest of the delegates to the National Democratic Corvention are
chosen. Migsisasippi has 2/ votes at the Natioral Democratic Convention. The state
convention also elccts the Yational Teuocratic Committeeman and the National Demo-~
cratic Committeewoman, These two peonle sit on the Derocratic Fational Cormittee;
this is the comuittee in charge of policy for the party between conventions. The
State Temoceratic Tixecvtive Committee is the policy body for the Iemocratic party
throughout the state.
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3ince traditiorally there has not been a strong Fepublican party in the stete,
the Primary for all practical purposes incdicates the results ¢f the election., Until
the 1963 Gubenatorial election, when a Repvblican for the f;rst tirme really offered
opposition, people tended to vote in the Primary and rot in the general election.
This monclithic structure has offered very little atmosphere for greal debate. There
is some hope that the favorable showing of the Repubiicans (eyen though Goldwater
conservative in nature) will offer at least an interchanne of ideag for the future.

Who Votes in Mississipoi?

There are no statistics available on whites registered to vote. Tven the informa-
tion avaidable on Vegro voting is incomplete sincd it comes from only 69 of the
eighty two counties in the state. In these counties Hegroes constitute 37.7 per cent
of the advli population but only €.2 rer cent are registered to vote. In 13 of the
A9 counties there are no registered Negro voters,

Tt is no aceidernt that irformation on volirg is hard to obtain or that only
25,000 Heprocs arc registered. A4s anvwhere else, part of the problem is apathy.
But irn Mississippi even avathy is different, Tt is born rot so much of disinterest
as a feeling of utter frustration ard futility nassed from generation to generation.
For instance in Holmes Chunty where Yegroes are three fourths of the population,
there are no Negro voters. Two or *hrre hive “een trying to register every day sihee
July, 1963, The registrar has said flatly that be will allow Yegroes to take the
test but that he has no intention of passing them. It ig this kind of frustration
which the Negro is faced with for even attempting to excercise the most basic of
democratic rights in Mississippi.

e
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What are the proofs of discrimination in voting
The whole pattern of voting recuirements and of the registratior form is caleu=

lated to make the process appear to the voter to be hopeless. The process is a

complicated one which culmirates in the would=be vofer's name being published in

the paper. Why punlish a prospective voteris name in the paper--like announcing

his marriage or the birth of a ¢hild? The major nurpose is to overwhelm the voter

80 that he is afraid to even attempt to register, Behind this approach is supposed

to be=-and all to often is—-a collection of fears that someone will challenge voter's

moral character, that he may be prosecuted for perjury. This is not an altogether

ar unfounded fear as illustrated by the fact that ore man who attempted to register

vas accused of being morally unfit to be a voter because he and his wife were not

legally married but had been living in a common law relationship for over twenty

years. In addition, publishing a prospective voter's name annocunces his intention

to his employer, landloré and anyone else who might retaliate with violence,

Tt is difficult tc nrove on the face of it, that the voting laws in Missigsippi
are nurnose"u‘lj diseriminatory, sine they app1v equally to white and blake. However,
it is¥éomparison with other states—-pertlc larly those outside the deep south that
the whole procedure becomes sugpect. It is much less difficult to see how discrimina-
tion works at the level of the individuwal Negro who attempis to register. There are
many evidences of brutality, econcmic ané physical retaliation. An illustration of
physical retaliation is the case of the three Yegro men who went to Rankin County
Courthouse to register. As one man was filling in the form, the County Sheriff ecame
in and began cuestioning him. When the man tolé him he was registering to vote,
the sheriff began beating him on the head with a blackjack and forced him out of
the office. This was the resvit of individuals deciding on their own to reigster—-
not a plarned registration cammaign which had aroused feelings against Negroes.
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We do have clear evidence however, that the inteni of the voting laws passed
by the legislature in 1255 and 1962 was discrimination against Negro voters, Public
officialsg at that time carefully aveided making statements which could be used ip
court actions as proof of intemtion to discriinate. However, Govenor White stated
in 1954 that the constitutional amendments proposed (and passéd in 1955) would
"tend to maintain segregation,™ In 1962 a representative urgeé the legislators not
to take up unnecessary questicns regarding the legislation in publiec, So there was
no real debate on the floor of the house. In recent times this policy has been
strictly adhered to on any legislation affedting race in the state legislature,

The comments of & legislatore ,who was very consclence of the power of the Cltizend
Council, give us an indication of how restricted the lawmkers are to differ:

It's hard for us sometimes to consider a bill on its merits if there is
any way Bill Simmons (executive secretary of the Citizens Couneil) can
attach an integration tag. For instance, a resolution was irtrodued

in the House to urge a boycott of Memphis stores because some of them
have desegregated. I knew it was ridiculous and would merely amuse
North Mississippians who habitually shop in Memphig., The resolution
came in the same week that four Negroes were fined in cowrt for boycot=-
ting Clarksdale stores. Yet the hot eyes of Bill Simmons were watching.
If we voted against the resolution he would have branded us. So there
we were, approving a boycott while a Mississippl cowrt was convicting
Negroes for doing what we lawmakers were advocating. It just didn't make
sense,

In October, 1954 the Jackson Daily News ecditorialized on statements made by
Robert Patterson, Head of the Citizend Council about the legislation. The headline
read '"The amendment ig Intended solely to limit Negro registration.” The Jackson-
Times (a now defunct newspaper) reported "I'his proposed amendment is not aimed at
keeping white people from voting, no matter how moraily corrupt they may be. It
is an ill~disguised attempt to keep qualified Negroes from voting; and as such;
it should hot have the support of the people of Missigssippi.”" This advice was
not heeded however and the legislation was passed,

The registration form itself is not too difficult in terms of it's demands on
the person's literacy. There are however, numkerous factual questions which the
registrant must ansver such as his precinct, The attempt to make the aprlication
appear difficult beging with it's title "SWORN Written Avplication for Registration®
There are included a ssries of potentially confusing cuestions vwhich ask about the
registrants occupation, business and employment., The numberous small questions
which make up this part of the foim are obviously not all necessary and could be
answered by fewer questions. They why have them? Because they provide more oppor=
tunity for error on the part of the person registering.

The voter test is an exam in which the registrant must be able to write and
interpret a section of the Migsigsippi Consgtitution. A Yale law graduaste statew
that Uher "There are some 285 sections of the state constitution, and the document
is one of the most complex and confusing in the nation¥, The examiner points to
a section and tells the applicant to copy and interpet it. On the tester's cogni-
zance, you pass or fail., He has abgolute power. FHis decision is not reviewable,
and there are no standards by which it can be judged in court.

The above information gives ms the background of digerimination in voting in
the state and some specifics of how the Registrar misuses the reglstration form to
keep Negroes from voting., There are however, other preofs of discrimination——inei-
dent after incident of people who have been turned away from the Circuvit Clerk'is
office without being allowed to resister:; people who have been shot at, ost their
jobs or ctherwise have been intimidated for attempting to vote., It has always been
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made clear to the Megre by his white employer, landlord or acnuaintance that he is
not to attempt to vote~=~this ie the most present kind of proof of diserimination.

Why isn't the Negro allcwed to vote? What cdoes the white man feair?

In Misgisgipri vhere the Negro represerte 42 per cent of the ropulation, per—
haps the numerical reason is the most over-povering answer as to why the Fegro is
not allowed to vote and why the white man is so afraid. The intensity of white
reaction is in direct proportion tc the numbers of Negrces in a giver county or
area. TFor instance in the gulf couvnties and the extreme northern hill counties
where trere is not as large a percentage of Negroes, épposition by vhites to voting
is less viclent., Vhile in the Delta counties, sovthern counties and the river
counties, with a few exceptions, oprosition is sudden, violert ard explomive vhen
Negroes attempt to register to vote in large numbers or individwally. Tt is often
the individuwal Negro vho deviates from '"his place vhich frightens the white man
the most. What was known and safe suddenly becomes urknown and uncontrollable,
Retaliation to indivicduals is often death, as in the case of Herbert Lee in Amite
County. Vr. Lee tricd to register and ercouraged others to register—~for this
he was shot down by a state legislator. VWren Fegroes register in large numbers
because of a voter dirve, the white mar car blame "outsiders" and "agitators" for
stirring up things.

In essecnce then the reasons Negroes are not slloved to vote and the things the
wvhite man fears are inextrieably part of the same cloth, The white man fears a
MNegro take~overt-=block voting, Negroes controlling the state—these are the
surface trings. Underneath this are the sometimes conscieous and sometimes une-
consciend fears about himself--the guilt for an enslaving system which rakes a man
less tharn humarn becavsc of the cclor of lLis skin, All of this gets trarslated into
myths about the Negroes! inferiority, dirtiress, igncrance, violemce, These myths
in turn justify the system. TFor those veople who can sce beyonc the myths, who
either for moral or econociuic reasons would like to see the segregated pattern of
southern life change, there is the White Citizens Council, The Council has a
sreat of control of the pelitical structure but cven more than than is a '"bij
brether” looking over the shoulder of anyone who wants to step out of lirne,

Ferhaps some quotaticns from Council literature can say it betier. M"If the
Negro was permitted to obtair the ballot...it would nean that no qualified white
man..,could every hold public office (and) seats now held by competent white repre-
sentatives would be held by ignorant, incompetent Negroes'; "There is a vast gulf
between the IQ of the Negro..,. and the averapge white man because of an irherent
definiency in mental ability, psychological and temperamental iracdecvacies, of in-
difference and natural indolence on the part of the Ilegrol; "If segregation
breaks dowm, the social structure breaks coun...The Cormurists hope to achieve
disintesration through integration in America"; Integraticn represents darknessk
regimentation, totalitarianism, Cormmunism and destructicn...Segregation represents
the freedom to choose one's associates, Americanism, state soverelgnty and the
survival of the white race"; "The eremy clcaked in the mysterious name of ®integrationt
is hrsterically assaulting the natural orcer, the created order in nature, the
legal order under God, and above all else, the free grace of Jesus Christ™®,

"hat sters have been taken to give the legroes the vote?

The first concerted efforis to got Verroes rogistered in Mississippi began in
1961 vhen Bob Moses, movirg into Greenwood, Missiesippi started a program to ecucate
and encourare local vecople to particimate in political activity, This project was
sponsored by the Voter Fducation Froject of the Souvthern Regional Council, As has



already been discussed, the beginnings of COFO came from this effort, The focus:
of COFO has been largely on political action. Because obtaining the individuals
right to vote 1s the key to full parficipation in the democratic process through
which hopefully, a deeper kind of change can come, Until 1963 much time was spent
simply in becoming known in local communities and establishing the basis of a poli-
tical orgarization which could act with united effort. The past year has seen sev-
eral new attempts at education and mass registration.,

The Mock campaign for Govenor was one such attempt, By focussing on the Cam-
paign with Freedom Candidates, COFO was ablé to garner £0-90,000 votes and in the
process educate this many people to the process of voting and the importance of
political participation.

Freedom Days have also been planned in several communities this pagt spring.
Most notable are the ones in Hattlesbur and Canton, Mississippi. These are Voter
Drives sponsored by COFO to gat as many people in the cormunity registered to
vote. In both places a day or seversl days were set to get as many people as
possible to go down to register. Tt was necessary to picket the courthouse in
both Canton and Hattiesburg because of the obvious policy of discrimination on the
part of the Registrar. In Canton only two or three people a day have been allowed
to take the test at all., Picketing has been allowed by the local officials which
in itself is an innovation in Mississippi where people have never been allowed to
picket over five minutes without being arrested, The National Council of Churches
has cooperated in this projeet by sending teams of northern ministers to each city
to act as observors and to be in a negotiating role with city officials and sympa=-
thetic whites., This has tended to keep down the violence but has not stopped arrests
all together.

How successful has the Freedom Davs been? They have nct been successful in terms
of numbers. For instance in Hattiesburg of about 500 attempts to register, about
150 people have actually been registered (and here the registrar is under federsl
court order not to discriminate), Other federal suits are being filed against
Registrars to try to met them disqualified. This kind of counter-action may in
time prove so harrassing to lccal registrars that they will improve, but is a
lengthy and expensive process.

Since 1961 out of abeout 70,000 people who have reached by civil rights groups,
only 6,000~7,000 have actually attempted to register and only 10 per cent of that
nunber have actuslly gotten registered, This is very little success for a lot of
time and effort spent.

But to understand the goals &f COFO is frying tc reach, we must lcok at things
other than numbers. The amount of education and political awareness among Negroes
has been incalcuable., The feeling that at last there is something they as indivi-~
duals can do to better themselves and their lot in Mississippl has been created.
Once this gpirit bas been aroused, change has already begun to take place. In a
real sense, the Freedom School is attempting to spread this spirit to students who
can gain from this a new sense of their own identity ané importance as peopleé.

The second thing that has been accomplished is that the white Missiasippian
can no longer believe the myth that the Negro is "happy"; he too is aware there
is change in the air. This meang that one segment of the white population is
becoming resigned to change; another is beginning to feel it can do what It has
wanted to do all along—help bring about change; and the other feels backed into
a corner and is becoming vicious.
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The third aspect of the effects of political activity is that the rest of the
nation has before 1t constantly the stark reality of the disenfranchised MNegro
in Mississippi. It makes it a little more difficult for James O. Fastlanéd in
Vaghington to talk about "gradual change" and States Rights as an excuse for

segregation, when Negroes are being denied their basic right of the vote in
Mississippi.

V. Historical Development of white, one-party polities
What role did Reconstruction Play?

'The striking parallel betuween people and events of the 185C!'s and the 1950's
repdinds us that Mississippi has been on the defensive against inevitable social
change for more than a century ané that for some years before the Civil War it had
devaloped a closed society with an orthodoxy accented by nearly everyone in the
state. The all pervading doctrine then and now has been white supremcy."

Dr. James Silver, "™ississippi--the Closed Society"

Dr, Silver, History Professor at the University of Missiosippl, points out
a truth that far too few people are aware of or want to recognize. Andé that is
that the South has always, for sll practical pvmrposes, gone its' own way, politic-
ally and otherwise. People from outside the Southern states have always been
nrone to view the W1d¢ South'" as a more backward section of the United Statege
but very definitely a part of the same heritage. Tt would be s migtake to say that
slavery had its' influence on the polities of Mississippi but so ¢ié the influx
of immigrants to Besben~ New Fngland., This is te reduce the problem to the too=
simple answer of scdfional polities,

The white scuthernsr if asked to explain his "way of life® to the outsider
oftne harks back to Reconstruction to answer for the South's sectionalism, one
party politics and segregation, It is as much a migtake to take this answer at
face value as it is tc see the white southerner only as a bigot ancé a racist.
There is no doubt that Reconstructlon was a difficult time for both the white
sovtherner whose rights, temporarily, had been suspended and for the newly freed
slave who had to adjust himself to freedom., The aftermath of war is the price
that must be pald for waging war,

C. Van Yoodward in "Reunion and Resetion® points out that the South had by 1877
regained control of its own destiny and proceeded between then and 1890 to re~es-
tablish segrapation by means of enacting segregation lawe and making the new battle
cry "states rights". Air important of this control was keeping the Negro from voting

He further states that democracy in dmerican had always overated through come
promise. The period of civil war and Reconstruction represent the only time vhen
principle became the prime motivation for nolitical action., For the tern years
following the end of the war the South remained true to its principles and so did
the North. However, with the secret compromise of 1877 betuween southern politiclans
and northern Republicans, the pattern of compromisec and political expediency was
re-established. This compromise reprcsents the beginning of fhe coalition between
the South and those rorthern Iepubileans who espouse the causes of states rights
and business interests. It is this coalition which in part makes the South the
poverful force it is in the legislature.

The compromise of 1877 over the election of Hayes and Tilden essentia}ly was
that the 3suth would allow Hayes to win the electiom in exchange for the three re-

.

maining states then under feceral occupation being retuvrned to local control.
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Prior to the Civil uJar the South had been as divided in politifal loyaliy as
other sections of the comtry, It was after the war that the Sevthern Whigs, unable
to tolerste the Northern wing of the party because of their concern with equal
rights for Negroes, resipgnedly setiled inte the Democratic party. Many of these
so~called congervative democrats still basically held the sgme views that led them
to vote for Herrcy Clays nationalistic and capitalistic protective tariff snd nat-
ional bank,

After this party shift Woodward says "a thick miasma settled down over the
political sé€epe in the South., Under the fog of the one-party system one white man
vas virtually indistinguishable from another in his polities.!

Who econtrols the vote?

Most obviously white people control the vote, leaving the Negro without rep-
resentation, except as they see fit to represent him, However, traditlénally the
orne-party system has continued basef on a lack of dialogue. This control has had
to be tight and monolithie, Ralph MeGill talks about #the small town rich man"
as the source of political as well as economic power in the small towns of the
rvral Scuth., This is not just the plantation owner of the cotton growing areas,
but the man in each small town who owns the gin and the main store, the cotton
warehouge, the Iumber mill, He lives in the largest house in the town, has his
finger in everything that goes on in the town and rules with an iron hand, He
makes a contribution at campaign time and slways to the right man, and if in doubt,
to both candldatoo. He has a hand in political patronage in his county. He
gdvises™ or selects, the men vho run for the legislature.

oince the time of the depresgion in the 1930's this pattern has been gradually
changing. It has remained longest perhaps in Missisalppi where change has come
glowest ané mest painfully, This kind of gmell town demargogue can still be found
in Mississippl but his influence is being di 1aced by iIncdustrial interests and

as the states economy hecomes more di*erelf
Yhy hasn't the “cpublican Party been stronger?

It has beer to {he adwmntage of the deep south to remain monolithie., Tt has
been able to have more ¢nf1uence this way, at a ngtional level, On the whold few
people have participated in politics and have been willing to let a few people
make the decigions for them. However, ir the recent Gubenatorisl campaign, for
the first time, the Republican Party male a strong showing., Not nearly enough
to win the election, only 34 per cent of the vote., But this represents a erack
in the wall of the one=~party system, The legislation before the Missisecippi legis-
lature indicates how threatening this showing wag to the pelitical power structurs
in the state. The legislation, if passed, would virtually eutlaw the Republican
Farty in the state. In an analysis of the election returns, Dr. Gordon Henderson
of Millgaps College, stated that the majority of the Republican voters geemed
to be urban, young, educated and of the middle-class. Thelr political views
seemed to be conservative. 4nd indeed the Republican candidate offercd litile
hope to the Negroes of Mississippi. What it does offer is a chance for dialogue.
However, there is hope for the future, if a two party system does develop, the
Hegro's vote will certainly be in demand.

What charges will occur in the state when Negrocs ean vote?

Most important, it will give ih Negro a chance to voice his oplnion in how
his children should be educated, v his town is to be run, in short to decide
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for himself those things whick in the past have either heen neglected or
done for him. Tn tarms of what changes will occur on the state scene,
when Negrocs have the opportumity to use their vote, it 1s likely to have
ag liberalizing influence. Many kinds of social legislation vhich have
previously been defeated or kept out of the state such as federal job
retraining proprams, urban renewal projects, stronger welfare policg, etc.,
will have a chance of being passed., It means an opportunity for Negroes
to hold public office and to begin to work at other than menial tasks.

Certainly, obtaining the vote alone is not going to create the "good
society" in Migsissippi., There has to also be a beginning of understanding
and acceptance of each other, if the Negro is toc obtain his human as well
aé his civil rights. In the long run one is uvsalesgs without the other,

But obtaining the vote has the potential for unlocking a number of doors
that have been closed to the Negro in Mississippi and is absolutely essen=-
tial if a demoeratic form of govermment is to work in the state.



