
UNIT VII,8 .r.assissippi Politics and COF0 1 s Political Program 
in Mississippi 

(Presented in ~uestion and answer form uader topical headings) 

Th"TOODUCTION 

I. · COFO-The Organization 

A. What is COFO? 
B. Wl'>.at are the Pro[!rams: sponsored by COFO? 
c. }ff\t.r Di~ cor"J get started? 

n:. Mrs. F.amer' s Camplign 

A. 1,./ho is Mrs. Hamer? 
B. l•Ihy is she running for oi'fice'? 
C. ~Jhat is Hrs. Hamer' a Platform? 
D. V.'ho 1.s her opponent? 
E. How is the campaign to be conduetea? 
F. I~s she any chance of winning? If not, why challenge? 

III. Oth~r coro Poli tica 1 Programs for the sunmaer 

A. How will the Democratic Convention be chall~nged? 
B. What are the plans for the Freedom Registration? 
C. The Freedom Candidates? 

IV. Voting in Mississippi 

A. How is the state Democratic Party organized? 
B. What are the voting requirements? 
C. Who votes in Mississippi? 
D. What are the proofs of discrimination in voting? 
E. 1,.fu1 isn't the Negro allowed to vote? What does 

the white man fear? 
F. \~t step& have been taken to give Negroes the Yote? 

V. Historical Development of white, one-part:r politics 

A. flliat role did Reconstruction play? 
B. Who controls the votes and how? 
c. Why hasn•t the Republican Party been stronger? 
D. \;~.at changes will occur when Negroes can vote? 
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I NTF.O;)lJCTION 

~ile following will provide a background of i nformation from whicb it is hopec 
the teacher in the F:r.eeclom School will be able to di rect a discussion and set up 
• s i tuation in which dialogue will .be possible on the subject of politics aRd it's 
relr.. tion to the individual and to groups-especially politics in Mississippi. !s 
a par+. of this, the development of COFO, its aims and purposes as a poliUoal action 
group will also be di scussed. 

Tlltl a!'.r-:.-c~ en 'thd ii Will bt11 takn~ :J.s to use the example of Y.trs. Hsmer' s CSDlJ::Uip 
for R.,presentative to the u.s. House as a point of dep1rture for d:tseussion of the 
politie&l situation in the state. It is hoped that t1 ~r<mgh thA use of a specific 
case study, the students may see the po~itieal structure as relevant .and close to 
his ovn experience. That evell ~':)re importantly, the students may be awakeneQ to 
the eesential role each individual plays in the democratic proeees, what this role 
is, end how to go about excerci sing his right to a voice in the decision makin' 
that concerns his life. Beyon"1 this, by studyint; Mrs. Hamer' a campaign and the 
broader aspects of COFO's political program for the summer ancl beyor.d, the studa.t 
may see one example of how to combat the problems of ~iscrimination that take his 
right away to have a voice til local, st!tte and national government. 

The basic concepts which it is important to get across from this unit are 
these: (1) Fundamentals of how the political structure is organize~ at local, state 
and national level. (2) HoH the indivicilual particip1tes in politics and why it is 
importnnt. ( 3) How the political struc ture in Mississippi ia orgallizec1 to discri
llinate against the Negro and why. (4) Hhat steps can and are being taken to correct 
existing conditions of diacrinination. 

I. COFO 

What is COFO? 

COFO is the Cou~cil of Fecerated Organi~stions--a federation of all the 
national civil rights organizations active in Missi ssippi, local political ana 
action groups and some frat erna l and soc:Ul.J. org;lnizations. 

~fuy have such a federation of organizations? 

To create unity and to give a sense of cont i nuity to Ci vil Rights efforts in 
the state. Particularly since any civil right s wagram must be carried out in an 
atmoephere of extreme hostility from -t.he white community, it was felt that unity 
throutth an organization of this kind wuld create a bond of support for Negroes all 
over the stat e. COFO also provides a ~ense of identity and purpose to local politi
cal action groups 11 lready existing and a means of exchanging iaea s. One of it's 
major purposes is to develop leadership :tn local commun:l.t :tes all over the state. 
In the past people have belonged to CivH R1. ghts organizations. COFO voula like to 
be an organization \thich i.n a real sense belongs to the people. It is so structured 
that all decision making is done democratically and directly by all the groups 
working together--allowi ng each i ndividual the right of voicing his opinion anc 
making his vote count. 

Decisions concerning COFO are made at it's state ~dcle convention meetings 
which are ci.lled when necessary. Anyone active under any of the organlzations 
which make up membership are entitled to attend COFJ conventions and participate 
in policy-making decisions of the organization. 
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The staff consists of an:: one \oJOrking full t i me lli t h any civil rights organiza
tion in Mississippi. This staff carrie s out the decisions of the COFO convention 
and p~epares recotlmendations for it's consideration. Below the state COFO convention 
there are district organizations corresponding to the five congressional districts. 
These district organizations are only in the plannin g sta ge at present. The staff 
is dividea into congressiona l districts with five district directors; this organiza
tional strticture is functioning at present. 

The state organi~~tion has four standjng committees: Welfare and Relief, 
Political Action, Finance and Fe<iieral Programs. The district organizations have, 
or will have, similar stancling committees. Dr. Aaron E. Hen r y of Clarksdale, 
State President of the NAACP, is President of the Council of Federated Organizations. 
Robert Noses 1 Field Secretary and Mississippi Project Director for SNCC, is the 
Program Director, who supervises the Hississippi staff and is elected by it. tav:i.d 
Dennis, Mtssi ssi ppi Field. Secretary for CORE , is Assistant Program Director, and 
is sird larly e l ectea. 

What are t he pr ograms sponsored by COFO? 

COFO works L"l two major areas. (1 ) Political (2 ) Educationa l and social. 

'l'he educati(mal and soci al programs are t he Freedom Schools, Federal Programs, 
Literacy, l·Iork-::tuoy, Food and Clothing a 1;d Community Centers. Some of these are 
in operation; others are i n the ppocess of beivg developed. 

Freedom Schools are nlarmed for the surnmer of 1964. There are several things 
whi ch hopefully will be accomplished by the Schools. (1 ) to provic:1e remedial instrucw 
tion i n basic educa tiona l skills t:ut more importantl y (2) to i mplant habits of free 
thinking and i ceas of how a free society works, and (3) to lay the groundv10rk for a 
sta tevdce youth rnove:ment. 

~"lll'l:ograrn.s Pro,jec.:t is to rrake the program; of the Federal government which 
are designed to alleviate poverty and i gnorance reach t !:e people of t-:ississippi. The 
fed era 1 prot;ra:ms i ncl uda the Area Redevelopment Act, the YJB.npower Development and 
Training Act, the bureaus of t he Farmers Hone Adni.d.stration and t :te Office of }·lan
power, Automatj.cn and Trainin~. You may ask ,,-r.y it is necessary for COFO t o be 
concerned about t z1e administration of federal programs, \..rhicr1 are by deflrtition, 
desegregated and ·anti-discriminatol"'J. As things noH stand the norml channel of 
information--the state a genci es--do not properly present these progr.&ms. The State 
of Mississippi is not r econciled to the desegreea ted nature of these programs, so 
Negroe s are not a llo-;.Jed to partici~te . Becau.se of this, private aeencies, such as 
COFC must act as liason bet\o.•een the federal programs and the people theJr are designeo 
to help. 

The Literacy Project at Tougaloo College is a research project under the direc
tion of J ohn. r iebold and Associates Company , an~ is financed by an anonymous grant 
to the college. The goa l of t he project is to "1-rrite self-instrnctiol'l.al materials 
which will teach adult illiterates in lo,o~er social and economic groups to read and 
wr:i.te. 

,!he ~lark-study Project is an attemp t to soJ.ve the pressing staff probler..s 
in the Southern Movement-the col'l..flict between fu.ll-time ci vi 1 r:i ehts w::1rk allc1 school 
for the college age Horker. Unc1er the work-stuc1y program, students spend a year in 
full-time fi ele work for SKCC, under t he c irection of COFO fiel d staff, and with 
spectd.el academic work desi{!flle cl to complement t het r field \.Jork and keep them farniliar 
with learn.ing and btellectual discipline . .Aft er this year of field work, they get 
a full scholarsh ip t o Tougaloo ColJege for one year. 
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Food, Clothing~nd Shelter Programs is a privately financed distribution pro
gram of the necessities of life for perso Ds whose needs are so basic that they 
cannot feed their families one meal a day per person. This wel fare services aspect 
of ~ JlO grew partly out of a need to pr ovide for families who are leaving the plan
tations somet imes because of automation and somettmes because of their activities 
in voter rer;istration projects, part:i.clJlarly in t he Delta. 

The food i.ntake of most poor rural Hississippians 1s at some times sufficient. 
These times are usually (1) 'When they rece ive government commodities, (2) when the 
tenant or lO'\.J-income farmer r eceives money from his cotton ana other minor crops, 
usually in ear1y and miCl-fall, and (J) when landlords r;ive credit to tenant families 
Uli'Wi lly from late Narch to July. The rest of the time the poor ru.ra 1 fa milies and 
the unemployed often go hungry. 

The clothlng situation of both the urban and r1Jral poor is desperate. But the 
problem is not a s difficult in sl.llfil1ler months, when the wea t her is warm, as it is 
in winter when the chilcren mus t hcwe warm cl<Bthes to go to school. 

Many people in the deep South live in housing unfit for human habitation. In 
Mississippi over 50% of t he r ural occupied farm housing is classified as deteriora
time or dilapidated. More than 50% of the rural homes in Mississippi have no piped 
water and mor~ than 75% have no flush toilets, bathtubs or showers. COFO hopes to 
begin a proe:rarn of home repair Horkshops and volunteer youth corps assisting people 
to repair t he.tr homes, a 11 ;.rorl:ing out of a com;nuni ty cent~r. 

The Communi ty Centers is to be a network of commtmit.;! centers a cross the state. 
It is conceived as a lon g-ranr;e :l.nst1tution. The c ,mt ·:--r s w111 JWovtae a structure 
for a sweeping range of recreati0na1 and educa"t;ional programs. In doing this, they 
will not only serve basic needs of Negro conununities now ignored by the state's 
political structure, but wi ll form a dynaMic focus f or the development of conmn.mity 
organiza t:f.on. 

How did COFO get started? 

COFO has evolved tl~ougb t hree phases in its short history. The first phase 
o.f the organization was little more than an ad hoc committee called together after 
the Freec::lom Rides of 1961 i n an effort to have a meeting with Govenor R.oes Barnett. 
This colm'littee of Mississippt c:i.vil rights leaders proved a convenient vehicle for 
channeling thn voter r egistration progrsm of the Voter }~ducation Project, a part of 
the Southern "R egional Council, into 1'/oissjssippi. 

\<lith t he funds of the Voter Education Project, COFD vent into a second phase~ 
This period beginning :i.n February 196a, COW became an umbrella for voter registra
tion drives in the Hissiesippi DeJ ta and other isolated cities in Mississippi. At 
this time COFO added H sma 11 full-time staff, mostly SNCC and a few CORE workers, 
and developed a voter regi stra t ion program. The staff worked ,.Jith local NAACP leadeJ 
and SCLC ci U .zenship t eachers Jn an e.ffort to giv·e the l··:ississippi Negroes the 
broa dest possible support. COli\1 cont j_nuecl essent Jally as a eommi ttee with a staff 
and a program until t he fall of 1963. 

The emerp,ence of the Ruleville Citizenship group, and the Holmes County Voters 
Lea gue , testified to the possibility of st~rting strong local groups. It was felt 
tha t COFO could be t he orga 1iza tion tr.rough -....hi ch horizontal ties could develop 
among the se groups, •llth the strongest common denorni.nator possible w.i thin the genera J 
a:J.ms of th0 Ci vil Ri ghts l4ovemHnt . Every effort was made durinp: this time to put 
across county and organizational lines and have people from different areas meet 
l-tith each other, to spon sor county , regional and state-l-tioe meetings , to bring 
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students together f r om different p:Jrts of the statE' f or '1-Jorksho:;- s, to help send 
groups outside of the state to meet:ines, confer ence s , \Jorkshops am' SCLC ~itizenship 
schools. Dvr:i ng t 11 i s s econd phase \W hogan to feel mo r<:: 8no r.:ore t hat tfte 11Comm.i. ttee 
c0uld be based j n a n8t'Work of local ach;J.t gro t1ps spr un g from the Hovement as ue 
worked the state. 

The third phase r oDr P. setine; t h e pr•:: sent functi oning of t1'1e organization began 
in the f a ll or' 1963 wit}~ the Freedom Vote fo r Governor. Thi s marked tl:e fir st 
state Hide Gf :ort and coincided \.Ji th the establishment of a state t<~i c3e office in 
Jackst:m and a trunk line to reach into t he Missi :; sippi Delt a and hi11 count!"; . The 
staff has broadened t o include more CORE and sr;cc '.JO r kers and more cHlzenship 
schools. 

PJan s for t l:e f ourth phase of the organizat:i.on 'Would include a bud get or funds 
for program a nd staff on a lone: te rm basis, v!orked out with the ma.ior civil ri¢1ts 
groups and other interested organizations and :i.ncH vidua 1.s across the country. The 
aim would be to organize every Ne gro community in Nissbsippi to train l ocal people 
to help lead Hississippi through the next difficult years of transition . 

II. Mrs. Hamer's Campa ir;n for Congress ( 2nd Congre ssional District) 

l>.Cho is Hrs. Famnie Lou H."::mer ? 

l'.rs . Hamer is one of the four cand ldates runni ng politj cal office t his summer 
in Mississippi . She is cr..allenging Hr. Jamie WbHten f or the seat of · • s. Repre
sentative~ in t}:o Second Cone r e ssional r istr i ct. 1'1r. Hhitten i s a po\-:erful man 
in the House of ;.iepr e s entati.vc s, holding the position of Chairman of the House 
Appropriation s Sub-Gomnittee on i\grictll ture. Since the Second Congressicna1 District 
is t he heart of cotton- gr t:ndrg J)el ta 'vJhe re 1!egroe s outnumber h'hites in mo st of 
~he counties, \-lhat 1•:r. wbitten doe s as chairman of t!: is connnittee has Mrect bear
ine on both Negro and ~I:l ite populations. So far 1-:r. l·i'hitten's act1ons r.ave reflected 
a decidedl y raci st bias--so t ha t he is not repre senting all the people of the Second 
Conc.ressional I:istrict, but those white, landholders ..m.o control t he majority of 
the wealth in the Delta . 

One of t he most bla t.Jl nt exa mples of this bias on ~~bitten Is part was a bill before 
the Sub-Co:nrnittee on Ar;d .cuJ.tur e to train 21~00 mer. to drive t ract0rs. The bill was 
killed. 1-D1y ld.ll a bH l \-Jhj ch obviously '1-Iould be11 efit the state by attacking the 
problems of a u+om tion? ':he ans'Wer be comes clear • . .;hen -v1e rS'Llize that (1 ) Under 
t!:le ~fanpo'Wer P.etra ini:ng Act, a 11 proj e cts must be i nteera,ted. ( 2) The majority 
of t hose to bA trained 1.:ere Negro ( 600 'ltlit e s ). 

Why is Hr s . Ea mer hn1ning f c·r office? 

Mr s . Hamer i s t he mot!!cr of several children and beside s t hat, a woman, whil:rll 
is very mmsual f or Hississippi politicse It is certa inly pa rtially because she is 
a mother anc concerned about t} c future of her ch :11.dren that she i s running •• How
ever, the real a ns,~cr to this i'Uestion C<m only be fo1md in t·!rs . Hamer's hj. story 
an : the expe r ience s slJe has h:1d as!! native Mississippian. }!r s. H·J mer wh o is 47 , 
comes fronl Rulevi J l e, l-:ississip:;.Ji in Su11flo1.1er County. This is cotton grm..ring 
country-- lar{:;e plantations (of someth1es hunc:r eds and t hovc-..:>nd3 of acres of land), 
s r:-;311 t owr. s , the Com:oo1W StorP., the sheriff whose job i t :i s to 11cont.rol t hR niggers" 
a nd not s en U .e bco t lce; \.lh iske:r bc:Lnr, 5old--thJ l:o:1c0 of Senator J.smes 0 . :t:a stland. 

Unt:i.l 1962 , t he H.sme:rs had l5ved fo r 16 ;:ears on a plantation four mi les from 
RulevU 1e . On in;.;;l~st 3J , 1962, l":rs. Hamer t ried t o regj ster t o vote-the sa me day 
she and her husband were told t hey Hould }~1ve t o lea ve t !':: e p1ant3.tion irrunedia tely 



~by the ovmcr. His coffiiTlePt to Mrs. Hamer was 1i\:Jr..a t. are you trying to do to 
me". A Neero noes not act independently of his "Owner". This r evealing collmlent 
illustrates hoH inextricably the Negroes' i!estiny has been linked to the land and 
lts owner. A. system from which all the legal restriction of slavery have been 
removed but vJh:l.ch has remained frozen in place. It is only now changing because 
of the forces of c!uwge a 11 arotmd it. 1<1 rs. Hamer 's action respresents the new 
attitude of emancip;:~tion on the part of the Negro. An attitude which has come 
slowly to the fcuc1al-like sytem of the Delta, ·where the symbiotic relationship of 
white and black ha s perhaps been more ir,tense than anywhere else. The slO"l..'l1ess 
with which cha nge has come to the Delta is in direct reJ.8tionship to the amount of 
opposition expressed by the white people there. 

}Irs. Hamer began \.Jorldne l<-!i th the St udent Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
in December 1962 and has bflen one of the most acUve workers in the state on Voter 
Hegistration. Because of her activities she has received much abuse from ·white 
people in the Ruleville communH;>r--people shoot into her home, threaten her life. 
In 1963 she Has arrested in ~Hnona, }'ississi ppi, held in jail overnight for no 
reason and sever ly beaten with a blackJack. S:h.e still su.ffers from this incident. 

Mrs. Hamer feels very strongly t .b..a t negroes are bot beine represented :S.n either 
state or MtionnJ. gover r..r.u:n: t and th:l.s forms the r..a sis fo r her willingness to run for 
office P.ver. in tb'J face of trmemlous dangt:•r to herself personally. Hrs. Hamer tells 
her 3udiences t hat she is only saying "whst you have been thinking all along. tt But 
Nrs. Hamer plans to direct hr)r campaign to whit es as well as Negroes. It is her 
feeHng that all 1'-iissi ssipp:ians , \.thito and rlegro alike, are victims of the all-white ~ 
one-party power strvcture of the state. The major em~•hasi s of Mrs. Famer 1 s campaign 
ho\o..evcr, w1ll be vottng rj.ght.s f or tl:e r er;,ro. Her platform, 1ike that of the other 
three canc1 i oa tes, irlcludes a discussion of issues that reach be,ono the problems 
within the sta t e of poverty, automation, educa tion and equal representation and 
touches on nati('nal domf'fltic i~sues as "'ell a s :!.r:terrw tionaJ. policy. 

It is a comment on the conservative reaction tho sta te has sho"m in the past 
ten years, that 1\.f')prcsont::tt:lve J:'ranl~ Smith \·':lS det'eated :i.n the 1962 elections. 
Although not out~pokenly liberal about voting rj ghts for the Negro, Smith -was con
cernecJ for all tl1e })eople of the He1ta and had some i~ca of the problems the region 
faces in the f nt ure a::; au-t;o~'ltion tak e s awny the jobs of rrar,j· people. Recently 
he made a stater;;.er:t :!. n sun:'ort of the c:v.iJ Rights b:i.ll :row before the Congress. 
T:be h1o or three rati c:naf men of some v:.l sion jn the Nississlppi Legislatvre have 
all been voted out of office in the bt1st f our years. It i s necessar; that Mrs. Hamer 
and peopJ e lilte her co~e fnrwarc~ to f i ll t lli s gap. 

How will Mrs . Hamer conduct her cam~lcn? 

Hrs . Hamer i s erJtcred in the regular- Democratlc primary j_n Nississippi to be 
held June 2, 1964. Sl1e is running on vhr:lt. is to be called the FRF.ElJm·r l!ENOCRATIC 
PAFTY. If defE>-ated in the Dem.ocratic pa rt;r, she w:i.Jl be able to cont1.nue her 
campaign as an Independent Jn the General F:lection jn }!ovember. 

lias she any chance of winn:ing? If not, why challenge? 

The chances of Hrs. Hamer actually be coming the Rer.1resentative to the House at 
t h:!.s time are of course illrr1ost irnpossible. B1..1t s:!nce tbe campaign, as well as the 
campaigns of tr.c other three candidates has a two-fo]d pvrpose--the chances of winnin. 
t he goals they seek a r e v er; good. One of the purposes is t o encourage Negroes nov 
r.ow registen~d to vote to register by rneans of the "Freedom Registration 11 to be con
ducted t his stu11ner. The secom1 nurnose is to let t he State of 1'<1issj ssippi and the 
nation become aware tbat c},ance i s taking place in r-:isstssippi anc that the rights 
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of t~e Negro mtwt be re£~ J i zed , if f,Hmocra c~· is tq vor}: in a state like Mississippi. 

III. Other Asne cts of tf:e CGFXl FolHi.cul Pr·o (~ra l'l' for the Su."X·•er 

Ho,, wil·i t he Liemocratic Co11venti on 'ce cha J.lenged? 

The foc,.-. n of ~)olitical :.:lctivity during the spring anc sumr:1er \·till be an attempt 
to unseat t he regular His sissippj Dele~ation to the HationaJ.·Democratic Convention 
at Atlantic City, NevT J ersey , i n August of this year. 

!::ississippj_ ciocs not alloH many :neople, pa-rticularly Negroes, to ~ :3 J~t. ~. '< •. :Jte 
:i n pnlitic:al affa irs in meanir.c ful numbers. For tl-·is reason COFO cJ.air~. s t h i-t the 
t< ' ssissipp5. deJ. egation to t he Comrentj on doe s not rep r esent all the people of 
Hississipp:i. anc shou}.d not be sea t ed . An attempt is being made t o contact delega
tions from othe r states to have them vote against seating the reeulur loB sslssippi 
delega tion. It is n0t knot-m whether tl: is cl:allenge will be successful. 

'l.'i-JO f roups of delegates wi11 attempt to be sE>.ated at t!w Convention-the rq~ular 
lJenocratj c delega t ion and the so-ca Jled Freedom Democrntic Delegation. This means 
that COFO is organizing (1 ) t hose people who are noH rez,ist el~ed voters in Ki ssissipp~ 
ana ( 2) those uho :have tried t o re[.i ster a11C1 have not been n llowec to vote. From 
each of these t;roups a celegati~n will be chosen to go to the Na tional CorvePtion. 

),.r t:!i]don Dc!:locr nt i c P8 l't y ------ ------ ----

~eeular Democratic Party -- 'fh~ De!:!<Qc~tic Party :in Mississippi every four 
.Years holqs .a serief? of convention to s~?le.ct delegatEls to ~he Na.ti0ne), Democ~.tio 
1-iattonal Convention. The conventions ar£ he],q- in years of a national electi-on; 
1964 1-s such a year.. 

CCFO 's plan :L s for a s many l~e r,;ro rP.Eisterecr voters to atte1npt ~o atte:nd p~ec-inct 
meetings as poss1b1e and if allo'Ned to pa·rl ic;:i_pate , to use their ir.flue:nqe to get 
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Negro representatives elected to attend th~J County Convent1ons. In oth8r "lOrds, 
the attempt will be to have :NegroE!s partj cipa t i ng :tn the r egularly prescribed 
m1nner in every stage of the p0l i ti ca l pl·ocess from precinet meeting, to County 
oonvent. i on, district oonvent ion and state convention. The possibiliti es of Negroes 
actual1y being aJ.lowecl to participate is slim but it is important that the effort 
be mace t o go through the norma 1 channels as an educational process for 1'-Iegroea v!ho 
have never had the opportunity of doine it before and also as an indication of serious 
intent to the whi t e political s tructure . 

Freedom Democratic Party - Becanse the state offic:i.als have refused to register 
so Illlny people ii1 ~'.ississippi, coro is rtmn.i.ng a pa rallel regi stration procedure 
called Freedom Reglstration. Freedom Registration will take place unoer a Freedom 
Registrar--one in each of t he countie s in the state. The Freedom Registration is 
a simpl l fi ec r ec;istrat1.on form with no lHeracy or interpret1.ve requirements. A.ny 
U.S. cltizen 1.1ho i s a r esident of ~!i s si ssjppi can be Freedom r egistered. The anti
cipated goal for Fr eedom Re gistration is 3 00, 000 to 4 000,000 people. 

It is th0. s e two delegations--from the regular De mocratic party and from the 
Freedom Democrat i c party whi ch will attempt to be seated as the delegates to the 
National Democratic Convention. The challe:r.ge of the Freedom Democratic party at 
the JJatJonal Convention is one attempt to win truly representa t ive government for 
a ll the people in Mississippi. 

In addit ion t o the campaign being conducted by Mrs. Hamer in the Second Congre
ssional Vistrict, t here are thr(~e other Freedom candidates. They are Mr. James M. 
Hou ston of Vicksbm·g, Repre sentat ive of t.he third Congression•l District; Reverent! 
Jane E. Cameron of Hattiesburg, Fifth C0ngressional D1strict and Hrs. Victoria Jo 
Gray of Ha t tiesburg, Senate against SenBtor John Stennis. 

'l'he f r eedom Candidates are r unnlng on generally the same platform. The platform 
was drawn up by the ccro Convention. t .ach of the candidates, of course, will vary 
in t erms of the issue s they di scuss in t he ca rnpa; gP. The platform drawn up by COFO 
touches on issue s of f oreign and domestic pol j cy as we1] as local problems. On t he 
issues of disarmament, t he 1inited 'fiTa tions, - fore ign aid; the platform emphasises our 
working directly f or a peacef ul ~n'Orld by urging f urther steps to'l-mrd curtailing bomb 
testing. It recog11 izes trot only t hr ough respon s ible involvement in the U.N. and 
foreign aj d proerams can t hr..J rr. S. contribute to a peaceful \Torld. It strongly urges 
r;assage of the Ci vil Rj ght s bHl ~· On domestic iss ·es at the National level 
i t urge s a Pe supports t.he ant i -pov-erty program of President Johnson, recognizing 
t.hat poverty 4a one of Americs 's most pre s sing problema. In addition, it supports 
medj_care, federal J y supported educat ion programs, particulary job retraining programs; 
further development of the nation 1 s pover ty-stricken r ural areas; urban renewal 
programs in 1-Uss:issippi, which have been curtailed by the Mississippi House of 
RepresentaUve s d11ring tM.s session of the Legislature. 

In t he November elections thi s fall a 11 freedom registered voters and regularly 
registered voters will be Aligible to vote in the Freedom election. This election 
will hllve a ba l lot wh i ch \dll include Fr eedom ca ndidates as Hell as the r egv1ar 
ctu,dj.dates. The election wil l again show t.hat people wishing to take part in Missi
ssi ppi political affairs are prevented f'rom doing so by existing restrictions. 

The CCFQ political program is designed to fill tlolo roles: (1) Challenge the 
existing political structure in Mj ssissipp5. and show how it discriminates against the 
fegro. (2) F.ducate the t:cgro polHically; get the Negro thinking about specifio 
ways of acting to improve Mississippi and his position in the state and to train 
people fo r future positions of leadersbl !> in the state. 



~ IV. Voting in l-1lssissippi 

How i s t he Democrniic Party orga nj zed in the State? 

The precinct i s the sr..allest poli t ical tmit. It is usually a nart of a sUPer
vj_sors' oistri ct (called a ''bea t"). ., .. '.a ch cmmty has .five beats . slnce there are 
usually two or t hree prec:inct to a supervisors' cistrict, tllsre are at least ten 
to fi f teen precincts in a connty . Some co1mtie s have m~ny more precincts, other 
counties have fewe r precincts. There are a bout 1800 precincts in the state. 

The precinct cor1vention is t he only convention open to a J 1 voters in an area. 
These conv ent :ions a re us uall y poorly atteneed. Th:i s is an indi cation of the apathy 
on the p ' rt of voters in the s tate--a:ratby whj ch a 1lows a fr j ghtening amount of 
power to be in t he ha nds of a ver y f ew men who make mo st of the dec :i sions. Negroes, 
since Reconst ruction have not been a part of thj s process at all, even t hose who 
are r~gj stereo t o vote. At t he procinct ccnventicn de lega tes to the county conventio:n 
a re choser.. The munber of delegat e s i s decioec earlier by t he County llemocra d e 
"-'xecutive Committee; usvally from one t o s i x de legates are chos en1 Usually there are 
alternate delegat e s chosen for eac:r. of t he e l ect ed de] egates, thus doubling the 
size of t he delegation. The prec i :r.1ct convention is rr:n by ma,jority vote anc by 
rul es decided by ma j ority vot e . 

CC•FO challenged t!:.e precinct me et:tn gs i rj a bout fift een or t wenty pr e c:in cts b y 
having both rer;ister ed a nd unre[ist ered iiegroes attempt t o attenc the meet i ngs. 
This is to f or m the bas:! s for the nationaJ challenge and therefore is most i mportant. 
After t he cf>.allenge t he duplicate Freedom Democratic preci nct meetings "Were held 
to parallel t }1 c r r: gc1lar Democratic meet in 1~ s . 

The county convent i on meets a t }east one "Week after t he prec i nct conventions 
ancl is attended by elected deleeates from the pr ech;cts of t he e ighty tvo counties 
of the state. The com:ty ccnventior: sillects dele gates to the district aPe state 
convent ions . 'F.ach cotmty elects de1egates eq11al t o t ,.Ji ce t he nwnber of represen
tatives t hat count y has in the 1-Ussi ss:i.ppi Hous e of Pepresentat.ives . Hany ti.~Tie s 
eac!·: vote is split in haJf, so twice as rrany deleeates are eJected, a nd an alternate 
is t hen elected f or eacr. 1,qJ. f vote deJegate. The county convention also elects 
the Co unty rwnocra t i c Executive Committee~ which has fifteen me;;.bers. This cor.unittee 
a ppoi nts ~oll w-atchers , counts v c ',:,es, :::md is the county politi cal body. 

The district conventi ons are held at l east a 1:-1eek a ft er t!:.e cotmty conventions. 
There are five district conventions--one f or each conrrr essj_onal d istrjdt. A.t the 
district convent ion six de:!.ega t 8s, each Hi t h ha lf a vo t e , are chosen t o go to the 
National Democra t ic Convent ion . Three alternate delegates a r e a l s o chosen. T:he 
l(ational :C.e mocratic Convent :i.on is •,/here t he s election of t he I;emocratic ca ndidate 
for Pre sident i s r.a ce. Three members of the State Lemocratic Execu t ive Committee 
are chosen at t he c"nvention. One ca ndida t e f or De.'locra t. i c Pre:1 idential elect or 
is chosen. 

At t he st.:1 te convent i on held a t Jea st a 1.-1eel: after t he l a s t o f the dis trict 
t!onventions, the r est of t he dele gates to t;he National Democra tic Cor:vention are 
chosen. Nj ssissippi bas 2J.. votes at t he r~atior al Deroocra tic Convention. The state 
convent ion also elects t he l;a tior-.a1 re:,1ocrn t ic Commit-teeman a nd the J~a ~ional Demo
cratic Committ ee,.romr:tn. 'J'he f> e h 10 peo:)J e sit on t.he Denocra t i c r,:atior;a1 Committee; 
t h :i s i s t he commit t ee i n charge of policy for the party bct\x,el~ conventions. The 
State T;emocra tic I~xc c"Stive Cmmni ttee is t h e pol lcy bociy f or the Pemocratic :08-rty 
throu(;hout t he sta t e . 
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Since traditiol :a lly thnrH ha s not been a strong Fepublh:an ~ rty in the state, 
t he Primary for all practical pUF0)ses indicates -the r c s11l ts of the election. Uirt!.l 
the 1963 Gubenato:rial t~l ection, .,.:hen a Rern'bl .i. can for the firs t tirr.e really offered 
opposition , people tended t 0 vote in the Frimsry and r>ot in the general election. 
This mono1i t hJc strvcture has offered ver y J.:i.ttle atmo sphere for .real debate. There 
is some hope that the favorable showir:g of the Republicans ( eyen though Goldwater 
cnnse:rvative i n nature) will offer at J.east an interchange of ideas f or the future. 

\-ll.10 Votes in N.issi ssippi? 

Ther e are no statistics ava:i.lable on whites registered to vote . .Sven t he infoi'Illa
tion ava i k:lble on 1-~egro votine is inconplete sjncs it comes from only 69 of the 
ei F5hty tHo countj_P. s in the state. In t hese cotmties Negroes constitute 37.7 per cent 
of tre a ddt pop1~lation but only 6. 2 per cent are r c,r;istered to vote . In 1.3 of the 
69 counties there are no re~ist ered Negro voters. 

It. is no o.ccideO': t that :i.rforna t:i.on on voti:r~; is hard t o obtain or t hat only 
25, 000 Negroes arc r 0gj stered . As any\-there else, part of the pro blem i s apathy. 
But in ~ississippi even ar.a t hy is different . Jt is born rot so much of di s interest 
as a f eelinr of uttt:=:r frt1stration ana f utHity passe(! fror;. generat i on to generation. 
For :instance in Holme s C6tmt.y wh€re regro r~ s are thr ro e follrths of the popula tion, 
ther~ are no ~Jegro voters . ~wo or trr.~e h 1ve ~ •een t ry:tn~ to r egist er every day sibee 
July , 196.3. The r egistr ar has said flatly that he •Jill allov !·:ev.~oes t o take the 
test but that he has no :l.r:tention of p<"u;sing them. It is t l:i s kind of f r nstration 
whj ch the Negro is faced w:ith for even attempt.ing to excercise t he most basic of 
democ ratic rights in M:i.ssissippi. 

l.J'.nat are t bc nroofs of discrimination i n voting? 

The whole pat tern of voting rendrcraents and of thf' :rer.d stration forrr. i s calcu
lated t o r!lakc the pr o ce ss appear t o t he ,·oter t o be hopel ess. The process is a 
complicated one w1-,j ch C1Jl1rdr1at e s ir. t.h~ ,.;ould -be voter 's m me he:i.ng published in 
t he paper. l·lhy J?'.lblis!-1 a :prospectiv e voter' s no nce i n the pa;Jer-like a nnouncing 
hi s marria ge or the hirth of a c;:Ud'? The major nurpose i s t o overwhelm the voter 
so that he i s afraid to even attempt to r cr,ist0r . Behind t his approa ch is suppose(! 
to be--a!1d all to oft cm is--a collectiol''l. of fears tha t someone vi.ll ctn llenge voter's 
:moral charact er, t:-.at he may be prose c11ted .for perjury. This is not an altogether 
sn '!.!.")founded f ea:r as iJJ .t:.st :~·ated by the fact that one man \-rh o attempted to register 
wa s accused of being ;:;orally unfit to be a voter because he a nd his wife were not 
legally married but had boen living in a common law relationship for over twenty 
yea rs. In addition , publishing a prospective voter's name annotmces his intention 
to hi s employer, landlord and anyone else ~10 might retaliate with violence. 

' It is dHficult to ')rove on trw face of it, that. the vot:inc; laws in M:i.ssissippi 
are purposefully discri..~!1 .... '1 t ory , sine they apply equally t o white and bJ.akc. Hm.rever, 
it i::'3.~Comparison i·iith othe r state s--psrt i c"L: larl y tho se out side t.b~ deep sot:th tl'l..at 
the whole procedure becomes suspect. It is much les s dif'fjcult to see how discrimina
tion works at the l evel of tl;e inc1ivldual Negro who atte:npts to register. There are 
many evidences of brutality, econcn:d.c anc1 physical retalia t ion . An Hlustration of 
physi c.11l retaliation is t he case of tile three Jo;egro rr,en Hho went t o F..ankin County 
Courthouse to reeist er. A.s one ma n was f:llling in the form, the Count~, Sher iff eam.e 
in and bega 11 questioni ng him. 1,-Ihen the man t old M.m he t-ra s r egi stering to vote, 
t he sheriff b~gan beating him on the head ,,rj_th a bla ckjack and for ced him out of 
t he office. Th is \.Jus t he re s1.~J. t r_, f ind ividuals decidJnr: on theJr own to r eJ.gster-
not a plar:ncd r ep,i s tratio:-n ca:n;:-...:tign \·:hi ch had aroused f eelings against Negroes. 
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We do hav-e clear evidence hm-mver, that the inten·ii of -tjhs 'IU1iUlg laws r:assed 
by the legislatur e in 1955 and 1962 was discrjmJna tion against ~iegro voters. Publio 
officials at that time carefully avoided rral<i:Jg statemen-ts which could be used ill 
court actions as proof of intention to discri!•d. nate. Ho\-Tever, Govenor White stated 
in 1954 that the constitutional amenclments proposed (and passed~n 19~5) ~ould 
"tend to maintain segregation," In 1962 a representat:tve urged the legil!llators not 
to t ake up unnecessary questi0ns regarding the l~gislation in public. So there was 
no real debate on the floor of the house. In recent times this policy has bee~ 
strictly adhered to on any legislation affedting ra~e in the state legislature. 
The comments of a legislature ,who was very co:mscience of the power of the Citizen$ 
Council, give us an indication of how restricts~ the lawmakers are to differ: 

It's hard for us sometimes to consider a bill on its merits if there is 
any lo/SY Bill Simmons (executive secretary of the Citizens Council) can 
attach an integration tag. For instance, a resolution was i~trodued 
in the House to urge a boycott of Memphis stores because some of them 
have desegregated. I knew it was ridiculous and would merely amuse 
North Hississippians who habitually shop in Memphis. The resolution 
came in the same week that four Negroes were fined in court for boycot
ting Clarksdale stores. Yet the hot eyes of Bill Simmons were watching. 
If we voted against t he resolution he "'ould have branded us. So there 
·we were, approving a boycott \.Ihile a Mississippi court was ronvicting 
Negroes for do5.ng what we laWlllQkers were advocating. It just didn't make 
sense. 

1n October, 1954 the Jackson Daily News editorialized on statements made b,y 
Robert Patterson, Head of the Citizen! Cotmcil about the legislation. The headline 
read "!'he amendment is intem:Jed solely to limH Negro registration. 11 The Jackson
Times (a now defunct newspaper) reported ••rM.s proposed amendment is not aimed at 
keeping "ih:ite people from voting, no matter how morally corrupt they may be. It 
is an ill-disguised attempt to keep qualified Negroes from voting; and aa such; 
it should hot have the support of the people of Mississippi." This advice was 
not heeded however and t he legislgtion was passedG 

The registration f orm itself is not too difficult in -Germs of it's dennnds on 
the person's literacy. There are however , num).erous factual questions whtoh the 
registrant must answer such as his precinct . The attempt to make the application 
appear difficult begins with itls tHle 11SW0Rli Hr:i tten AppJ.ication for Registration" 
There are included a sorie s of potentially confusing cuestions lolbich ask about the 
r egistrants occupation, business and employment. The numberous small questions 
1·'hJch make up thi s part of the foun are obvjously not all necessary and could be 
answered by fewer questions. They why have them? 13ecause they provide more oppor
tunity for error on the part of t he person regtstering. 

The voter test is an exam in which the regJstrant must be able to \o.Tite and 
interpret a section of the H:ississipp:i. Constitution. A. Yale law graduate state& 
that ~ "There ere some 285 sections of the state const:Ltution, and the document 
is one of the. most complex and confusing in t he nation". 'I'he examiner points to 
a section and tells the applicant to 'copy and interpet jt. On the tester's COI!li
zance, you pass or fail. He has absolute power. · His decision is not revie\-Table, 
and there are no standards by Hhich it can be judged in court. 

The above information gives .us the background of discrim.inat ion in voting in 
the state and some specifics of how the Registrar misuses th8 registration form to 
keep Negroes from vot i ng . Ther e are however, other proofs of discrL~ination--inci
dent after incident of people -who have been turned at-lily from the Circuit Clerk t s 
office without being allrJwed to re[;ioter .; people who have been shot at, ost their 
jobs or otherwise have been intimidated for attempting to vote. It has ah~ays been 
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made clea r to the Negro by his Hhite emplo ·or, landlord or act"Joointance t1:at he is 
not to attempt to vote-this is the most present kind of proof o.r discrimination. 

i.fhy isn 1 t the Negro allo<Ted t o vote? t;':1at :oes t he >:}-o.i te rran fea1·? 

Tn ]'-:issi s sip:r-i A cerf': the Negro repres~l".ts 1:2. pe r ce.nt of the populat ion, per
haps the nurr..eriCJ)J. reason is tl e rr.ost ov~::r-pouering ans>Ter as to 'vlhy t,he Pegro is 
not allowecJ to vote and -v,-hy the \.:bte man is so af:rnicJ. Tl:e ir.tt>nsity of vThite 
react. :ion is in diroct proportion to the numbers of Fegr oes in a ~riven county or 
ar~a. For instance in the g-..:J.f cc,unti os and the extreme nor t hern hil l co1.mtieE> 
where tr,ere is not ar~ large a percentage of Negroes, opposition by 'vfhj_tes to votine 
is les::: violrmt. i·Thile in the f,eJ. ta counties, sou t hern countJcs and t he river 
counties, 1-1 i th a f C'-i excer tions, oprosjtioP is stK1der:, violer:t anci expJoxive •!hen 
Ner,ro r:; s attenrd to r eg:i.stc--r t o vote in 1aree numbers or jndividnslly. Jt is often 
the individua l Nr::p:ro -..rho deviates from "his pla ce" whi ch fr:i.ghtens the whj te man 
the most. \·.'hat was knovn ar;c1 ;..afe S\)dcenly becomes u:r"J:noHn ana uncontrollable. 
RetaliatiotJ to bdlv :i.duals js often death, as in the case of Herbert Lee Jn Ami-te 
Ccunty. t·1r . Lee tric,(l to register arci ercouraged others to register--for th is 
he \,ra::.; s hot down by a sta te l egj_sl:Jtor. 1.lr en 1-:egroe s re r-).ster i .n large mmbers 
because of a voter djrve , the ·,r!~ ite 1~1ar. car: blame trout.siders 11 ancl "agit stors 11 for 
stirrJnn: u~ thi11gs. ·· 

In essence tr.en the reasons Ne:groes aro not sllm:ec t o v ote ar~d tre thjnc;s the 
\.Jhite man fears are h~e:>.."trj_ cnbl;r pa rt of t he same cloth. The Hhite n\9n fea rs a 
"Neer o take-oYer 11 ~,-block votinc, };egr oes controlling th n sta te-th'Jse are the 
sm·:-~ce tr:ir,es. Ur:: 1~ erneath tt:is are the sometiriles con sc:ieous anu sometimes un
conscjans f<"..ars about himself--the guilt for an enslaving s:)'stcm whlch mkes a man 
less than hume n becar-so of t~e color Gf t is skj.n. All of t:b is gets t:rol"slated into 
myths about t he ~kr:;rons' infedorHy, di. rt~_P ess , ignorance, violence. These m:rths 
in turn justify the system. For those nEople uho can see beyonc the myths, vho 
either for moral or econoi·,J.(; r easons Hculc like to see the segr eeatec r:attern of 
southern life char:ge , tl!e!'e is t he White Citj_zen s Council. T!-Je Cmmcil has a 
r;reat of control of the pcl:i.t ica l str\1ct-ure bni:. even n-.ore than than is a 11bi! 
brother 11 looh i ng over the s!'lOr;.J.oer of a l".yone \.rho wants to ste~ out of line. 

f erhaps some· quot ntirns f rom Council lite ratvre can say it better. "If the 
Neg:>:'O wa s perm:ittec1 t ,; obt3i~ the ballot ••• it woulc ncan that no qua1ifieci \..hite 
man ... ~ could ev er-; hold ot1blic office (and ) seats noH held by competent i.Jhi te repre
senta t ives voulc be hel~l by i cnorant, incompetelit r-:t1groes"; ''There is a vast gulf 
bet'.-reen the IQ of tl1e Neero • •• c~d t h e avero t-:e \-11~ite rnn because of an inherent 
d~fin iency in nental ability , psychol gical anc! tempernment :11 inadecuacies, of in-
difference ana natura l indol e.nce on the part of t!-le 1:cgro 11 ; 11If segregation 
breaks cO\,m, the so cia 1 structure breaks c1oiJn ••• The Communists hope to a chi eve 
disintegration tl-u-ough integraUon in America."; Inter,ration represents darl<nessij. 
regimentation, total i t.arianim:J , Cor..rm:mism and rlestruction ••• segreeation represents 
the freedom to cl:oose one 's as::;ociates, A..~ilericanism , state sovcrejcnty ar!d the 
survlva1 of the whj_te racelf; "l'hc: e~emy clcaked :in the mysterious name of "integra tion ' 
is b~· sterically assaulting the natural order, the created order in nature, the 
lRgaJ. order under ('.rea, anu abo·,~e all else, t he fre e grace of Jest~s Ch:dst 11

• 

':lhat steps }1<:lve been taJ:c:n to give the !!egroes tl;e v-ote? 

The first conc~rteil effor-ts to e ::t l'1ecroes r c. r;:i.stered h· Hiss issippi beean in 
1961 Hhen Dob Hoses , movir-g id,o G:teemTood , t-~ issi s sippi startec a pro~ram to educate 
and encourace l ocal people to part:i.ciy.xat:e i n political activity. Th:i.s project was 
sponsored by the Voter :::ducation F-::-o,i e ct of the Sodhern RHgional Col.mcil. As has 
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already been discussed, the beginnjngs of COFO came from this effort, The focus.:> 
of COFO has been largely on political action. Because obtaining the individuals 
right to vote is the key to full parlicipution in the democratic process through 
which aopefully, a deeper kind of change can come. Until 1963 much time was spent 
simply in 'becoming known in loC".al comnrunities and establishing the basis of a poli
tical organization \vhich could act with united efforte The r.ast year has seen sev
eral new attempts at education and mass registration. 

The Mock campaign for Govenor was one such attempt. By focussing on the Cam
paign with Freedom Candidates, COFO was able to garner 80-90,000 votes and in the 
process educate this many people to the process of votin.g and the importance of 
political participation. 

Freedom Days have also been planned in several communities this past spring. 
Most notable are the ones in Hattiesbur and Canton, Mississippi. These are Voter 
Drives sponsor ed by COFO to gat as many people in the community registered to 
vote. In both places a day or several days were set to get as many people as 
possible to go do'hrn to register. It was 11ecessary to picket the courthouse in 
both Canton and Hattiesburg because of the obvious policy of discrimination on the 
part of the Registrar. In Canton only two or three people a day have been allowed 
to take the teat at all. Picketing has been a llot-1ed by the local officials which 
in itself is an innovat ion in Nississippi "'here people have never been allowed to 
picket over five minutes without being arrested. The }~tional Council of Churches 
has cooperated in thls project by send:i.ng teams of northern ministers to each city 
to act as observers and to be in a negotiating role with city officials and symp:~
thetio ¥1hites. This m s tended to keep down the violence but has not stopped arrests 
all together. 

How successful has the Freedom Days been? They have not been successful in terms 
of ntunbers. For instance in Hattiesburg of about 500 attempts to r egister, about 
150 people have actL~lly been registered (and here the registrar is under fedensl 
court order not to dtscriminate ). Other federal suits are being filed against 
Registrars to try to get them disqualified. This kind of oounter-ection my in 
time prove so harra s sing to :local rer,istrars that they Hill improve, but is a 
lengthy and expensive process. 

Sj.nce 1961 out of about 70,000 people '1-lho have re.ached by d.vil rights groups, 
only 6,000-7,000 have actually attempted to register and only 10 per cent of that 
nmnber have actually gotten registered. This is ver; little success for a lot of 
time and effort spent. 

But to understand the goals ~ COFD is trying to reach, we nmst look at things 
other than numbersc The amount of education and political awareness among Negroes 
has been incalcuable. The feeling that at las-t there is somethi..11g they as indivi
duals can do to better themselves arld their lot in Mississippi has been created. 
Once this spirtt has been aroused, change has already begun to take place. In a 
rea l sense, the Freedom School is attempting to spr9a1d this spirit to students who 
can gain from this a new sense of their own identity and importance as people. 

The second thing that J:'l.as been accomplished is that the white Hississippian 
can no lone;er believe -the myth that the Negro is "happy"; he too is aware there 
is ch..ange in the air. This means tr.at one segment of the white population is 
becoming resigned t o change; another is beginning to feel it can do what It has 
wnted to do all along-help bring about change; and the other feels backed into 
a corner and is beco~ing vicious. 
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The third aspect of t he e f fects of political aci.iv:ity is that the rest of the 
nation has before it consta ntly the stark real :i t;;: 0£' t he disenfranchised !!egro 
in Mississippi . It !Pakes it a l ittle mor e difficult f or James 0 . ><astlanc in 
HashinGton to taL'<: about "r;radual change " and States Rights as an exc1..1se for 
segreeation ~ Hhcn Negroes are being denieo t heir oosic rig..ht of the vote in 
Nississippi. 

V. Historical Development of white, one..rparty politics 

h1>.at role did Reconstruct i c-n Play? 

''The strikint; par-allel beh:een people and events of the 1850 1 s anc the 1950's 
rem.mnds us tr..at Hissi .ssippi has been on the defensive a ga inst inevitable social 
chunr.e f or more than a century anc trnt for some years befor e t hE:; Civil War it :had 
dev0loped a closed aoc:i.nty with an ort.r.odOX'J accepted by nearly everyone in the 
state. The all pervac1ing doctrine then and now has been white suprenn cy. n 

Dr. James Silver, 1'}1ississippi.:...tbe Closed Society" 

Dr. Silver, History Professor at tl-~e rniversit y of Hissi ~· sippi, points out 
a truth t hat far too few people are a\·rare of or •r.mt to recognize. And t hat is 
that t he South 'b.as ahmy s, for all practi caJ pnrpose s, gone its' O\m -way, politic
ally and othenlise. Peopl e f rom out side t :le Southe rn states have always been 
prone to vlew the 110ld South 11 as a more bach.Jarcl section of the United .States-
but very definitely a part of t he same l1e ritage. It \·Tould be a mistake to say that 
slavery had its 1 jr;f1ue ;1 ce on the pulitics of Hississi~>pi bt.1 t so did the influx 
of :i:·mrlgra.nts to Bae~;~- r·:ew England . 'rhis is t o redt1 ce the pr oblem to the too
siJnple a n ~wer of sc<Aonal pol itics . 

The '\.lhi te southerner if asked to CXj>la in his 11\.JaY of life" to the outsider 
oftne harks rJ<l ck to Reconst ruction to ansHer fo r t he South ' s sectionalism, one 
party politics anc1 segrccn t ion. It is ns much a mistake to take this a ns\,rer at 
face value as i t is t o see the \.Ihi te southerner only as a bieot nne a racist . 
There is no doubt t >"l t Reconstruction \.JUS a difficult time for both the white 
souther ner \·Jho se ri ,o·hts, ter:tpt:mri J.y , ha d been sus:pcnc1ecl a nd f or the newly freed 
slave t..'ho had t o ac',jus t himsel f to freedom. T:1c a.f t errMth of wnr is the price 
that must be pa.i d f or \>rdgin r.s \-Jar. 

C. Van ',foochm.rCi i n "Reunion and RC.ftction" point s out that tbe South hsd by 18?7 
r eeained controJ. of its o"m dest i ny nnd pr oceeded betHeen th~r. a nd 1890 to re-es
tablish s egr ncation by rrea ns of eM etine segrega tion l a ws and making the nm.,r battl e 
cry "s t ates r ights". A:n im!"-',crta nt of this contro l \.la S keeping the Negro from .1toting 

He fUrther states that democra cy in :i.merican ha d always operated throu~h com
promise. The period of civil wur and Reco struction repr e s ent the onl_ y time \;/hen 
principle became the prime motivation fo r r.o l it ical action. For the ten years 
follo• .. ;ing the end of the wa r t he South remined true t o its pr inciples and so did 
the North. Ho\-:evr:: :r, \.Ji th t!1e se r;re t compromise of 1877 bet\.:een southern poli tic:lans 
and northe r n Hepublicans, the p1 ttern of compr omise and pob tical expediency 'l.tas 
r e-esta blished.- This compromise r epr esents the beginn ing of the coa lition between 
the South and those nort~crn :r~cpuhJ icans \..rho eSf;ousc t he c::n.we s of states right s 
and business inter~st s . It j_s t !•i s coal j ·tion whJch in pa rt l7'nl~es the South the 
power :'uJ force it is ir: the l egisl ature. 

The compromise of 1n77 ove r t he el c ctj.on of Ha ye s arH:'l THden essent:ial ly was 
t hat the .South Houl e' allo·H Haye s t o Hin the election in excl1anse for the three re
main i n g states thJr, l~der federal occupat i on being returned to local control. 
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Pr.i. or to t l:e C:i:vi1 dar the South had been a s divided in politJfnl loyalty as 
other seotic·ns of t he coun t r y . It w1.s a f ter the ':ll'l. r t ba t the .Sout hern ~111.j_ gs, unable 
to tolerate the Northe rr1 w:tng of t.he party b>C',.,u~:e of theh· concern wi th equal 
rights for .Ne groes, r e s i gnedly settled i r.t o t he Demo ,~-r.<J tJ c party . Hany of tbGne 
so-called conservative democra t s s till b~"SicaJly held t he sa;me viEn·TS that led them 
to vot e for He'fl roy Clay s na t ionalistic a nd ca pit ali st. t c prot ective tariff a nd r>..at
jonal bank. 

il.fter thi s p!;jrty sh.i.ft ~/ooc1ward says "a t1~ i ck miasma sottlec clmm over t he 
political s eene in the South. Uncler th e fog of the one- party system one whi t e man 
was virtually indistinguishable from another i :n his politics." 

'''ho controls t he vote'? 

Host obv:!.ou sly Hhite people control the v·::te, leaving the Negro \·ti thout rep
resentat ion , except as t hey see fit to represent him. However, tradi t16nalJ.y the 
one-:r:erty system ha s continued basec on a la d : of c1ialogue. Th:i.s control has had 
to be tight and monolithic. Ralph McGi ll talks a bout 'ffthe small to'm rich man" 
as the source of polit ical as well o s economic power in the srnall towns of the 
rural South. This is not ;iust t he plantation o'l<.ll1.er of the cotton growing areas, 
but the man in each sr~ll to'\<m \.rho own s t he gin and the m.~dn store, the cotton 
warehouHe, the l umber m:Ul. He lives in the largest house i n the town, has his 
finge r in everything that goes on in the t o1.·n and rules with an iron hand. He 
makes a contribution at campaign time and alwa y s to t he right man, and if in doubt, 
to both candidate s. He has a ha nd in politlca l pa t ronage in his county. He 
"advi see" or selects, the men t>Tho rtm for the l egisla ture. 

Since the U JUe of the depression in the 1930's this patte rn has been gradually 
chan ging. It hns r el'n'3.ined longest perhap s in }f:!.ss issippi where change has come 
slowest anc3 most painfully. This k i nd f s.tnall t ol,./l'l deii".a gogue can still be folmd 
in l'liss5_ssipp:t bvt h :i.s i'nfluence is being displace d by i ndust r ial intere sts and 
as the states eccnorny become s more dj ··ersif ied . 

'ilhy ha sn 't t he ·~ spubli ca n Parts been sti'0n~Ar'l 

It has ber~r to l.h.8 nchl}."tnt aee of the deep s out h to r cxnain monolithic. It 1-:as 
been able to have nore i nfJ.uenco t his t,rz1y, a t a na tioml level. On the t-i!JOla few 
people have pa rticipute c1 in politic s anc have been willing to let a fe \-J peopl e 
make t he de cisionG for tht:nn. However, ir· the recent Gubenatorial campaign, for 
the first t:L>ne, the nepublica n Party ma'8e a strong shm.ring. Not. nearly enough 
to l.Jin the election, only 3/+ per cent of the vote. But this repre sents a crack 
in the wall of the one-part~r system. The legisla t ion befnre the Mississippi legis
lature indicates hou threateni ng t hi s shoHing v.as t 0 the politica l power structure 
in the state. The l e gi slation, if passed, 1t!Oul d virtually autlaw the Hepublican 
Pa rty in the state. In an analysis of the elect i on returns, Dr. Gordon Henderson 
of Hillsap s College, stated that the majority of the Republican voters seemed 
to be urban, young, educa ted and of the middle-class. Their political views 
seP-med to be conservative . And 1ndeec'l the Rem.:.blican candidate of'fe!'d l:i.ttle 
hope to the Negroes of Hi. s s .issippi. \·!r-at it does offer is a chance for dialogue. 
tlo"\oleV(·!r, t he r e i:J hope for thG f uture, if a two party system does develop, the 
Negr o 1 s vote t.ti11 cert.9 i nly be in de:m::mc . 

'Wr,at cl;a ng e s wi l l occur i n t he state Hhen Negroes f'!J'IU vote? 

Host important, :it w:1 11 give the Negro a c'ba nce t o voice his opin ion in how 
his childr en s houl d be educated , how his t o\.-n is to be run, in short to decide 
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for · himself those things 'W:r.ich j.n the past have either been neglected or 
dOne for hlrnQ 1~ tarm~ of what cl~nges wil l occur on the state scene, 
when Negroas have the opportuni ty to use their vote, it is likely to have 
aa liberalizing i nfluence. :tv1any kinds of social legislation "vihioh mve 
previously been defeated or kept out of the state such as federal job 
retraining pr ograms, urban rene~l pro j ects, stronger 'Welfare poliC,t, etc., 
'Will !'..ave a chance of bej ng passed. It means an opport\mi ty tor Negroes 
to hold publ i c office and to begin to \orork at other than menial tasks. 

Certainly, obtaining the vote alone is not going to create the "good 
soci ety" in Mississippi. There has to also be a beginning of understanc.i ng 
and acceptance of each other, if the Negro is to obtain his human as well 
as his civil rights. In the long run one is u~~less without the other. 
But obtaini ng the vote has the potential for unlocking a nlLmber of doors 
that have been closed to the Negro in Mississippi and is absolutely essen
tial if a dew~cratic form of goverrment is to 'Work in the state. 


