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COFO Political Program 

This leaflet describes briefly the extensive political program that COFO 
has undertaken in the state of Mississippi. There are two closely re
lated programs as shown on the outline on page 3. Pages 1 and 2 of this 
leaflet describe both of these programs Jnd their interaction. 

The focus of political activity during the spring and summer will be an 
attempt to unseat the regular Mississippi delegation to the National 
Democratic Convention at .Atlantic City, New Jersey, in Aughst this year. 

The Democratic National Convention is held every four years. The con
ventionsmects the Democratic candidates for President and Vice-Presi
dent 6f the United States. The convention also writes the Democratic 
platfonn for the November election. Delegates from the Democratic par
ty in all 50 states are participants in the convention. Mississippi is 
presently allowed 24 votes at the convention. 

Mississippi does not allow many people, particularly Negroes, to parti
cipate in political affairs in meaningful numbers. For this reason, 
COFO claims that the Mississippi aelegation to the convention does not 
represent all the people in Mississippi and should not be seated. An 
attempt is being made to contact delegations from other states to have 
them vote against seatfung the regular Mississippi delegation. It is not 
inown whether or not this challenge will be successful. 

Two groups of delegates will attempt to be seated at the convention-
the regular Democratic delegation and the so-called Freedom Demo~ratic 
delegation. Following is a description of how these delegations will 
be selected: 

Regular Democratic Party. Under the laws of Mississippi, a per
son can regmster to vote by filling out an official registration form 
and having it approved by the registrar in the county in which the ap
;licarit lives. Any registered voter is then eligible to vote in the 
state and national elections (if he has paid poll tax for the state elec· 
tions) and can take part in the Democratic party political meetings. 

COFO is running an intensive statewide drive to get Negroes registered 
throughout the state. At present only about 5% of the eligible Negroes 
in the state are registered. There is great difficulty in raising this 
number; there seem to be factions in the state who would prefer that 
Negroes are not registered in large numbers. 

The Democratic party in Mississipp holds a series of conventions every 
four years to select delegates to the Democratic National Convention. 
These conventions are held in years of a national election; 1964 is 
such a year. The first conventions are the precinct conventions. A pre
cinct convention is held in every voting precinct in the state; there 
are almost 1800 voting precincts in the state. At the precinct conven
tion, delegates are elected to the co~nty convention. All registered 
voters living in the precinct are eligible to go to the precinct conve~ 
tion. The precinct conventions are all being held on Tuesday, June 16, 
at 10 a.m. this year. The county conventions will be on Tuesday, June 
23, at 10 a.m. this year. At thecounty convention delegates are elected 
to go the district and state conventions. There are five district con
ventions--one for each congressional district. This year these v ·11 be 
from June 29 through July 3. At the district conventions some of the 
delegates to the Democratic National Convention are selected. Members 
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of the State Democratic Executive Committee are also chosen at· 
the district conventions; the State Democratic Executive Committee 

. is the. ruling body for the Democratic party in Mississippi and 
.has _ control over -all party affairs in the state. . 

The state convention is to be held Tuesday, July 28, in Jack-· 
sQn. At this convention the rest of the delegates.to the Demo
cratic National Convention are to be selected. The national com
mitteeman and national commi~teewoman are selected. The presi
dential electors for Mississippi are selected. 

So fa~ Negroes have not participated in Democratic party 
politics in the state of Mississippi. This year COFO is urging 
Negroes throughout the state to attend the precinct meetings in 
their precincts. COFO is urging all Negroes, pnrttcularly those 
who have tired to register but have been unable to, tc... attend the 
precinct meetings. The Negroes . are ·being urged tu attempt to elect 
their own slates of delegates to . .J the county conventions. . It is not 
known hm..Y the Democratic party .will respond to this challenge. 

Freedom Democratic Party Because the· state officials ha~e 
.refusea to register so many people in Mississippi C6FO is runn1ng 
a parallel registration procedure, so-called Freedom Registration. 
Freedom registration will take place under a Freedom Registrar, 
t,here being one Freedom Registrar to a county. The_.· Fr~edom Re~is
tration is a simplified registration form with no literacy or lnter
pretive requirements. Any u.s. citizen who is a resident of rlissis-

. sippi can be Freedom registered. An attempt ·is being made to Free-· 
dom register between 300,000 and 400,000 people. · 

Those who are Freedom registered and · others· who so wish will 
hold their own parallel set of precinct, county, district, and state 
meetings. The only requirement fo~ participation in the precinct .. 
meetings is -to be eitbe.r. registered. or Freedom registered. -.e.legat~s 
to all higher · meetings will be chosen just as in the regular .. Demo- .. . 
cratic party structure~ · . · · ·. · · 

It is these two delegations--from the regular Democratic · 
parlJy and from t.he · Fre.edom Democratic party- :..which Will attempt to · 
be seated· as the delegates to the National ~mocratic Convention • . 
Tbe challenge of tpe Freedom J:lt-mocratic party at the National Con
vention is on.e attempt t ·o win truly representati"t>e governnent for . 
a 11 the people in Mississippi'. : · . 

Another atte!flpt to win representative governtte~t iS being made_ 
in this year's Democratic primary election to be held.June 2. OOFO 
is running ·Democratic candidates in three of the congres-sional dis
tricts and fQr the U. S • . Senate against the incum'bent Democratic 
Officeholders. The COFO candidat~s are as follows: · · 
2nd Congressional District: Fannie Lou Hamer of Ruleville 
3rd Congressional District: James M. Houston of Vicksburg 
5th·.Congrcssional District: Rev. John E. Cameron of Hattiesburg 
U. S. _Senate: Victoria Jo Gray of Hatt~e&burg . 

In the November elections in the fall all Freedom ·registered 
_voters and regularly re~istered voters will elligible t~ vote in 
·the Freedom election. This election will have a ballot which will 
include Freedom candidates as well as the regular candidates. This· 

_ Freedom election will again show that people wishing to talce part in 
·Mississippi political affairs are prevented i'rom doit:lg so by restric-
tive state organizations. : · 

The COFO politi9al program is designed to fill two rolls: 
l} Qballenge ~he existing political structure ;Ln Mississippi and. 

show how it discriminates again~t the Negro. 
2) Educat~ · the Negro politically; get the Negro thinking about ... 

specific ways to improve hi s position in · rllississippi society; 
train people for future positions of leadership in the state. 
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.Note: Any registered voter can take part in both columns. 
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