
COFO Political Program 

This leaflet desov1bes briefly the extensive political pI"ogram that OOFO 
has undertaken in the state of Mississippi. There are two closely re­
lated prosrams as shown on the outline on page 3. pages land 2 or this 
leaflet describe both of these programs and their interaction. 

The £oeus of political activity during the spr1rlg and s\JITllner will be an 
attempt to unseat the regular Mississippi delegation to the National 
Democratic Convention at Atlant-ic City, New Jersey, in Augbst this year. 

The Democratic National convention is held every four years. The con­
vention selects the Democratic candidates for President and Vice-Presi­
dent 6f the 'United Sta.tea. The convention also 1-rr1tes 1.be Democratic 
platform for th~ November election. Delegates from the Democratic par­
ty in all 50 states are participants in the convention. ~tl.ss:i,ssip_pi is 
presently allowed 2~ votes at the convention. 

Mi6s-1ssippi does not allow many people, parttcularly Negroes, to parti­
cipate in political affairs in meaningful numbers. For this reason, 
COFO claims tha1. the Mississippi dele~ation to the convention does not 
represent all the people in Mississippi and should not be seated. An 
attempt is being made to contact delegations from other states to have 
them vote against seatlllng the regulav Miss1-ssippi delegation. It is not 
!mown whether or nbt tbis challenge will be successful. 

Two groups of' 'dele!ates w1-ll attempt to be seated at "the ,oonvent'Lon-­
the regular Democratio delegation and the so-oalled F1'0edom Demoeratio 
delegation. Following is a description of how these delegations will 
be se Ieoted: 

Regular Democratic Part!. under the laws of Mississippi, a peI'­
son can regBISter to vote by t llihg out an official regiStration rorm 
and having it approved by the registrar in the county in which the ap­
;11cant lives. Any registered voter is then eligible to vote in the 
state and national elections (1f he has paid poll tax for the state alee• 
tions) and can take part 1n the Democratic party political meetings. 

COFO is running an intensive statewide drive to get Negroes registered 
throughout the state. At pz,esent only abo1.1.t 5% of the eligible Negroes 
in the state are registered. There is great difficulty -1II raising thu 
number; there seem to be fac1.ions in the state who wo~d prefer that 
Negroes are not registered in large numbers. 

Tbe Democratic party in Mississlpp holds a series of conventions every 
four years to select dele_gatea to 1.he Demooratlo National Convention. 
These conventions are held in years of a nat;Lonal election; 1964 is 
such a year. The first conventions are the precinct conventions. A pre­
cinct convention is held in every voting precinct in the state; there 
a'.•e almost 1800 vQting precincts in the state. At the precinct conven­
tion, delegates are elected to the co~oty convention. All registered 
voters liv-1ng in the precinct are eligible to go to the precinct conven­
tion. The praoinct conventions are all being held on Tuesday, June 16, 
at 10 a.m. this year. The county conventions will be on Tuesday, June 
23, at 10 a .m .. thi13 year. A"t thecounty convention aelega.t~s are elected 
to go the district and st1;1te conventions. There are five 'clfatl'ict con­
ventions--one for each congression1;1l district. This year these l ·11 be 
from June 29 through July 3, At the distviot conventions some of the 
delegates to the Demoo:ratio National convention 1;1re selected. Members 



or the State lemooratic Executive Committee are also chosen at 
the district conventions; the State Democratio Executive Comm1.ttee 
is the ruling body for the Democratic party in Mississippi and 

,has control over all party affairs in th<ai state. 
Tbe state convention is to be held Tuesday, July 28, 1n Jack­

son. At this convention the ~est of the delegates.to the Demo­
cratic National Coi;ivention are to be selected. The national com­
mitteeman and national oommi'tteewoman are selected. The presi­
dential electors for Mississippi are selected. 

So far Negroes have not ~artioipated in Democratic party 
polit~cs 1n the stape of M.tssissippi. This year COFO is urg:tng 
Negroes throughout the state to attend the preoinct meetings in 
their precincts. COFO is urging all Negroes, part&cularly those 
who have tired to register but have been unable to, to attend the 
p1,aciJ1ct meetings. The Negroes are being urged t-o attempt to elect 
their own slates of delegates to,the county conventions. It 1.B not 
kno~m how the Democratic party will respond to this challenge. 

Freedom Democratic Party Because the state officials have 
.ref'u.s.ed to register so many people in Mississippi C~FO is runnin& 
a parallel registration procedure, so-called Freedom Registration. 
Freedom registration Will take place under a Freedom Registrar, 
t,here being one F-reedom Registrar to a county. The F~edom Regis­
tration iS a simplified registration form with no literacy or inter­
pretive requirements. Any u.s. oituen who 1s a resident of Missis­
sippi can be Freedom registered. An attempt is being made to Free-· 
dom r~gist-er between 300,000 and 4OO,pOO people. 

Those who a,re Freedom registered and ot1'le-rs-woo so mah will 
hold their own parallel set of precinct, oounty, district, and state 
meetings. The only reqUirement fol;, parti<iipation in the precinct 
meetings is ·to be either t'esJ,atered. or Free<lom registered. llelegates 
to all higher·llleetings will be chosen Just as in the regular .,Demo­
cratic party structure. • 

It is these two dele!ilations--from tbe regular DemoeratiO 
party and from t)'le Freedom Democrat-io pa:i'ty--which will attempt to 
be seated as the delegates to the Nat~onal :>emooratic convention. 
Tbe challenge of tpe ]i'reedom ~~mocrat~c party at the National Con­
vention is o~e attempt to win truly representative £overnment for 
all the people in M1~sissippi~ , 

Another attempt to Win representative governcrecu is being made 
1n this ~ear 1s Democratic primacy election to be held JUne 2. COFO 
is running Demooratio candidates in three or the congressional dis­
tricts and for the u. s. Senate against the incumbent Democratic 
officeholders. The COFO candidates are as follows:~ 
2nd CongressLonal Di,striot: Fannie Lou Hamer of Ruleville 
3rd Congressional District: James M. Houston of Vicksburg 
5th•,Congressional District: ·Rev. John E. Cameron of Hatt"iesburg 
U. S. Senate: Victoria Jo Gray of Ratt:j..es-burg 

In the NdVember elections in the i'all all Free1:lom ·regiatered 
voters and regularly registered voters will elligible t~ vote in 
·the Freedom election. This election 1-1111 have a ballot which Will 
include Freedom candidates as well as the _regular oamlidatea. This· 
Freedom election will again show that people wishing to t-al<e _part in 
Mississippi political af'f'aira a_re prevented from doil)g so by restric­
tive st~te organizations, 

The COFO pol1-tica l program is designed to .('-111 two rolls: • 
1) Qhallenge the existing -political structure ;tn Mississippi and. 

show how if d;!.scriminates againi,t the Negl;'O. 
2) Educat~ the Negro polit~cally; get the Negro tbir\king about 

specific ways to illiprove his position in Mississippi society; 
train people for future positions of leadership in the state. 

' 



Regular De,mocratic Party Freedom Demooratic Party 

I Voter Reg
1

istration l \rreedom Recistration I 
"if ,l, 

riiississippi regular Democratic party W.ssissippi J;'reedom Democratic party 
precinct, county, district & state 

I 
precinct, county, district & state 

conventions conventiomi 

'V 'Y 
!National Democratic Convention 

nhalle~Ne . 
' , . ' 

,, 
' Officia1 Mississippi I 

l . elections \ Fre·edom E1lectiona 

.Note: Any registered voter c:m take part in both columns . 

. • 




