LOUISTANA SUMMER PROJECT
1964

I. PRE-SUMMER ACTIVITY:

The Louilsiana delegation to the National Democratic Party convention
will be chosen by the Democratic State Central Committee in early May, It
is important to protest the fact~ that both the State Central Committee and
the delegation will be all-white, and will therefore not represent a size=-
able ‘minority of Louisiana's population: As part of the freedom registra-
tion, we plan to organize a '"Freedom Delegation" from the Sixth Congress-
ional DiStrict which will challenge the seating of the Louisiana Delegation
at the National Convention.

Fourteen committeemen were elected at a me~ting of the Capital Voters'
Le@prire in o6, Francisville,'la When the State Centrasl Committee convenes
in early May in Baton Rouge, i will have to face the challenge of the
"Freedom Delegation! and if it refuses to seat the Negro Delegation, the
latter will meet separately and elect 3 to 6 delegates to the National
Democratic Convention (i. e. 1/8 of the 24 to L% delegates usually selected
by the State Central Committee to the National Convention. The exact
number of delegates from the State Central Committee will be decided’at
their meeting in early May; either 24, which with a whole vote or k&, each
with a half votg will be elected.) We hope to send the delegates represent
ing onelongressional District in Louisiana jointlv with the Mississippi de-
legation, which will represent the whole state.

II."FREEDOM REGISTRATION":

The first state-wide law suit agcinst louisiana voter registration
procedures filed by the United States. Department of Justice attacked the
constitutionality of the registration application form contending that it
is valid only as an application form and cannot be used as a test, Additi-
onal law suits against individual registrars clearly point out that the
constitutional tests, o0ld and new, are unconstitutional.

Therefore, we contend that all potential registrants meeting the 2
following qualifications be registered: 21 years of age, American citizen;
and residency requirements as outlined in the laws of Louisiana. Moreover,
they must Till out in their own handwriting (without or with the assistance
of the "Freedom Registrars) a regular application form. ~In the case of
those who are unable to do so (illiterate, dissbled, etc.) and who are ahle
to give the information to the registrar, they should provide the registrar
with {he recuested information.



7w

ihe appliecation suit is now pending before tre U, &. Fifth Circait
Court of Appeals in New Orleans, We plan to get every potentisl Negro
voter who can fill out the =2pplication form in the manner described earlier
to do so, sealing it in a blank envelope before a "Freedom Registrar who
will present it to the Parish Bégistrar for acceptance, If the 2pplication
is rejected, then it will be held in a centrsl and protected place later
to be presented with approximotely 1000,000 others to the Fifth Circuit
Court of Appeals. The presentation at the Fifth Circuit will be a2s follows:
5 to 10 "Freedom Registrars from each parish will carry all the spolicatkions
fions to the chambers of the Tive judges of the court asking that the Court
declare the rpplicants registered as a part of the lawsuit filed bv the
UKMS. Department of ~Justice. If The judges order the "Freedom Registrars"”
(numbering approximately 120-to 240) to leave, taking the cpplications
with them, they will refuse to do so, risking contempt of court:

In each of the parishes of the Fifth and Sixth Congreé&sionel Districts
we plan™~to send in teams of voter registration workers who will serve and/
or recruit local people to serve as trhreedom Registrors®, comméncing a
freedom registration campaign: This will involve setting up "Freedom Re-
gistration" posts in churches, grocery stores, club houses, Masonic Halls
etc. FPach.registror will sign notorized statements thaet they will carry
out registration procedures in the &bove manner, and will appoint local
pecople to serve as deputy registrars, The registrers 2nd their deputies
will carry out the gg%%zli_ggggggiya_gi~reﬂching every unregisteregwgggg;\
and getting him to f71 out on applicetion form which will po through the
chdnnels described—above. s
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In the "Freedom- Registration® campoign we plan to reach 24 p~rishes,
48 to 56 communities, and two Congressional Districts which geogropvhically
gower 1/3 of the state, Tt is c¢lear that this will be the-most progressive
organizational step by CORE toward setting up » stote-~wide nrocrom in Louis-
iana for the future.

ITT. STAND-INS:

In several communities of the Fifth 2nd Sixth Congressional Districts
we plan to have lines of Negroes flooding the registrars' office on the
three days when the registration books are open between the first and
second Democratic primaries. This endeavor may result in & few more names
being added to the registretion rolls.

IV. POLITICAL CAMPAIGN:

We plan to have candidates for Congress ond local public office to
enter the Democratic primaries,



V. SCHEDULE:
June 10-15; Training in Tberville Parish-Actusl registration (books opened

June 16-25: DMass voter registretion drives in both districts and kitk-off
of political campaigns, Actual régistration (books spened)

June 26-July 26: "Freedom Registrz tion", pOllthul compniens concluding”
July 25, and preparation for stend-ins, (books closed).

July 27,28, 29: Stand-ins and mess voter registrotion drives-actual re-
gistration, books opened

July 30-Aug. 6: "Freedom Registration™ (books closed until August 29,1964 )
lug, 7 Presentation of epplication forms to parish registrars,

bug. 10: Presentetion of epplitation forms to federsl judbes at New
Orleans, requesting that Federal Referees be appointed to
process the appliceotion forms collected by "Freedom Registrars
If rejected by judges, we plan to make the rejection a psrt
of our protest at the Nationsl Democratic Party Convention..

Aug, 1l Terminate project.
hug, 12: Project evaluation,

NOTE: Actual registretion will be conducted - henever Voter Registration
books are opened.

VI. PRACTICAL ASPECTS:

- Although the plan fAr 2 summer project mov be intér~sting »nd drom-
atic, we 2are concerned about ssversl proétical aspects,

Community interest in such 2 project cannnt be overlooked, And we
have problems in this Tbg“rd i both the Pifeh And Siwth Compreccional
Dlstrlcts, particulerly in North Louigisna, With present staff we have
been uneble to fully scout North Louisiana and our work has been limited
to a couple of parishes: HResistance on the part of the whites in this
area will be especielly stubborn-and work will be dangereus, recall Mike's
beine vum e of Tallulebh, Thus, reaching ond inspiving the leogre come
munities wili be #~n arduous task and we can onlv be hopeful of success.

Before "Freedom Registratisn” could begin and little of any work
could be done on the "Freedom Election" worker could most .probably be
defccbed, Intmidated, and even severelw injured by members and assoceidtes
of the \nlte Ciiivens Councll and the KKK.



VII., FOLLOW UP PROGR/AM AND STAFF:

We hove to have a staff of 2t least 1¢ pnersons left in lLouisiane for
follow-up purposes.,

Plan:

September-Voter Registration in the 24 parishes of the 5th and 6th Con-
gressional Districts.
6th Congressional Districts

IMPORTANT-LAST MONTH FOR REGISTRAT ION BEFORE THE PRESENTIAL
ELECTION.

October-Voter registration, chapter development, ano direct action in

same parishes., Preporotion for write-in-vote.

Nov. 3, 1964: Write-in election for "Freedom Cendidates™ on the d=te of
the genernl election.

Nov. L, 1964 : Voter registration, direct cction to implement civil rights
bill, and chapter development.
Rﬂllvlng commuunities to file suit to desegregate 211 pub-
11¢ facilities,

VIII. GENERAL SPECIFICS:
"Freedom Registrotion”,

1., In the first two weeks of May, Ronnie Moore will hold 2'rress conferenée
at which he will release t6 the public our summer plons, At this'time,
he will release a telegr=m, to be sent to Governor John McKeithen, In
This telegrom, the governor will be asked to do the follow1ng

a., Appoint an impartisl and bi-racial Bosrd of Registrotion, 2nd to in~
clude on the boerd leading c¢itirzenis of the 5th and 6th Conpre581onﬂl
Districts.

b. Fire the registrors of the 24 pﬂrlshes of the 5th ond 6th- Congress-
ional Districts becruse of thelr discrimin-torv practices, ~nd use
his moral and political influence on the 24 Police Juries involved
to appoint new registrrrs who will not denyv to ~nvone the right to
vote on the basis of roce;, Moréover; he should tise his influence on
the Police Juries to get them to appoint Negro deputy reglstrﬂrs. :
Copies of this will be sent to the 24 registrars 2nd police juries,
Gov. McKeithen will be given one weék in which to reply before we
take the situation into our own hands.

/

2. In the event that Gov. McKeithen refuses to comply with our demands, a
Board of Freedom Registration, will be selected at a 2, parish leader-
ship conference in late June to be held in Plaquemine, IAa.

3. It the end of the treining session, the Board of Registration will "-:
appoint a "Freedom Registror™ to esch parish where there will be 'Free-



dom Registration.

h. On the last day of the training session, the registrars will be sworn
in & public ceremony by a notary public. A& procedure will beﬂgﬁed
similer to that used in real registrotion.

5. The "Preedom Registrsrs will cppoint deputy registors in the communities
they are assigned to, 2nd the deputv registr-tion,
k11 registrars and their deputies must hesve proper identifidation.

6, The procedure for "Freedom Registretion is 2s follows:
a. Bvery applicant must fill out an LR-1 form nd +%c Registror is re-
qulred to provide ~ssistence. . ;
b, The registrer must record the neme, address, age, »nd w-rd »nd pre-

ciniet ofrevery fpplicant in two books: one with an ~lpkrbeticel list®
of names, the otherwith nomes arranged according to werd and precinct.

¢c. The registrar must file all completed LR-1 forms.

d. The registrar must provide 2 'Freedom Registrotion® card to =11
successful applicents. (fill out forms and meet lLa, residence re-
quirements)

7. The Board of "Freedom Registration™ hrs oversll responsibility for the
LR-1 forms.

8., "PFreedom Registrars® shell present the LB-1 forms to the prrish registrer
g p K

gcsking. that all persons who Tilled out 2 form be registered.

9. On being turned down by the Registrars, the "Frecdom Registrars™ will
go to New Orleans and approach the judges of the 5th Circuit Court of
Appeals with the forms, asking that they tzke the following action:

a. Enjoin the holding of the election (second primarv) on the grounds
that Negro citizens were denied the ri~sht to register,

b. flppoint federrl judges to be referces ~nd resister those persons who
have been turned down by the Registars in their respective p-rishes.

/

10, o the event the court is unwilling to toke these ections, the “Freedom

Registrors" will refuse to leave the judge's offices until their grievan-

ces are remedied; : :
11, "Freedom Registrors'™ will then teke up residence in the locnl joils,

Politicol campaignt: dJune 10=duly &5
CANDIDATES ¢ ’
Congressman, 6th Congressionnl District: Dr. Berttrsnd Tyson
Campaign Monager: Capt. Tolbert Herris
Local: To be announced.
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Methods : :

1. Posters-quantity: 5,000 (as-a t91t)g

2. Throw-aways - qu@ntﬁtv 20,000 (as a start).

3 Buttons—quant't*eo 2500,

4, Hend cards (6 inches long, w1th ruler along top).

B, oweils, balloons, setc

G “ewsp pﬂrsnprc == r'Leases (ap, upi); ads in local papers, :
e e B—mlnuye spots on 2 Baton Ebuge stations day before electlon.
8. Radio-WXOK, WLCS«Free and paid announcements,

9. RpllwesncnuAPheo, public meetings, meetings of Tivic groUDs.
e

Manpower and GLransportetion: We need 48
the present staff. We also request that
permanent residence in lLouisiana for the
The purpose of this 13 that this will be

House' ~o-house-canvassing by cendidates ond tesk force workers.,

workers, two to each perish, plus,
an official of National CORE take
summer project like last yeary

an independent CORE endeavor &and

we will need additg iOﬂ?l profesds wonal know-how in community rel=tions and
in ongan it ks A g

e : ; :
We need at least 1 _T “rs now in oper-tion,; one car to every

two parishes, We hop( r¢ and a staff of 4& we will be able

to secire additwonsl d volunteers from local communities.
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IX, BUDGET AND FUND-BAISING

1, Five-day training session (June 10-15) 50 workers
A, Fooc $2.,00 per day per person, totaling
$100 pem day for five days----=—=w= EPUERESIREE P PEPAPRE P My S8 500,00
B, 12 cars, costing about $7.00 per day per car :
$8L4,00 per day for Sive days-—-————————-n b - 420,400
& Hou51ng $1.50 per person per day
$75.00 per day For f17e dayS—mmmmmmem e i m m e 37500
D, Miscellaneous~§25,00 Per day for five dayge--s-eac-ca 125,00
2. Remaining weeks-June 16-August 12, 1964
k, Food for 50 workers
$2.00 per person per day e
100,00 per day for 67 dayg=s-=ss=dsusmmsmmimnmmmena= §,200,00
B. Housing ¥1,50 per day per person : .
$75.00 per dey For A2 day S —wm i m e e L 5000
€, Transvortation-12 cars .
$10,00 Der Jay PET CaTmrrrmimimis s isbsminiinm i wsictinenme e 7 11,0, 00
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3. "Freedom Registration" (epplication forms and r~lated T

material)—--——————-——--u———-—-———~—~—~—-—-———--———~—~;—;-—2?500;00
L.y "Freedom Blection (ballott; buttdns; etc.)———-———-——-———~;1;SO0.00
5i Other: i

25 Stationery—--—--—-—-~—————-~————~———-——m-—--~——---—f--- BEOtOO

By Télephone———————-—‘——-——-——-——-————-——-——--———~--—--;-—l;QOO:OO

Co MiscCellonBOUuSmmmmmmmmm oo e e e e e e e e e e 500fOO
TR e e Gl P RO S R e S e e S f2§f766737‘
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