
I. PRE- SU:fvlJVIER ACTIVITY: 

LOUISIANA SUMMER PROJECT 

l96h 

The Louisiana delegation to the National Democratic Party convention 
will be chosen by the Democratic State Central Committee in early ~~y. It 
is important to pr0test the fact '·that both the State Central Committee and 
the dele&ation will be all-whit~, and will therefore not represent a size
able'minority of Louisiana's population. As part of thA freedom registra
tion' we plan to organi7e a 11 F'.c_eedom relegation" from the Sixth Congress
ional Distr1ct wh1ch Wlll chal!enge the seat1ng of the Louisiana Delegation 
at the National Convention. 

Fourteen committeemen · were elected at a me"'ting of the Capital Voters' 
Lea.f!ue in St. Francisville, 'L~l' When the State CentrAl Committee convenes 
in early May in Baton Rouge , .J:Ji will have to face the challenge of t,he 
"Freedom Delegationn and if 1t refuses to seat the Negro Delefation, the 
latter will meet separately and elect 3 to 6 delegates to the ~tional 
Democratic Convention (i. e. l/8 of the 24 to 4 f delegates usuallv selected 
by the State Central Committee to the National Convention. The exact 
number of delegates from the State Central Committee will be decided' at 
their meeting in early May; either 24, which with a vvhole vote or li;8, each 
with a half votE} will be elected.) v.re hope to send the delegates represent
ing one Congressj_onal District in Louisiana jointly with the :fvlississippi de
legation, which will represent the whole state. 

II. TTFREEDOM REGISTRATION 11
: 

The first state-wide law su,it agc:·inst ou1s1ana voter registration 
procedures filed by th~ UnitecL.States Department of Justice attacked the 
const itutionality of the _registration application form contending that it 
is valid only as an application form and cannot be used as a test. Additi
onal law suits against individual · registrars clearly point out that the 
constitutional tests, old and new, are unconstitutional. 

Therefore, we contend that all potential registrants meeting the 
following qualifications be registered: 21 years of age, American citi7.en; 
and resi~_.Iequirements as outlined in - t fie laws of Louisiana. Moreover, 
they ' mu'"St- fill out in t he i r tL.handwri:ting (without or 'lfrith the assistance 
of the tlFreed.om gistrars) a regular application form. - In the case of 
those who are unable to do so (illitRrate, disPbled, etc.) and who are ahle 
t 8 give the inf ormatio n to the registrar, they should provide the registrar 
with the reauested information. 
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The application sui·0 is now pendin,e: b.efore tl~ e U. S. Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals in New Orleans. We plan to get every potentiPl Negro 
voter who can fill out the Application form in the m~nner described earlier 
to do so, sealing it in a blank envelope before a "Freedom Registrar "~Arho 
will present it to the Parish Registrar for accept9nce. If the npplication 
is rejected, then it will be held in a centr~l and protected Pl~ce lnter 
to be presented with approximately 1poo,ooo others to the Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. The presentation at the Fifth Circuit will be as follows: 
5 to 10 f!Fce ed...Q...m Regj.s\r1rs from each 12a-rish will carr -nll tbe {3 nlica"li. s 
tl"ons to the chambers o '""'t'fl"'e - r i ve judges of tne court D skin,e: that tbe Court 
de~_tne . ppricants registered as n J2DrL of the lawsuit filed by the 
u. 5. repartmeiit of Justice. ~ -rr t ne .iudges order the 11 Freedom RegistrArs II 

(numbering approximately 120-to 240)·to leove, tDking the c>pplic <:J tions 
with them, they will refuse to do so, risking contempt of court~ 

In each of the ;pa;r:." shes of the Fifth 2nd Sixth Conf!ression<"l Districts 
we plan~eams of voter registr?tion workers who wiil " serve and/ 
or recruit local _P.eC\ple to serve as "Freedom Registrt.,rs n, commencing a 
freedom registra~tion campaign~ This will invOlve setting up 11 Freedom Re
gistratlon11 posts in churches, grocery stores, club houses, Ma sonic Falls 
etc. Each registrar will sign notarized statemen~s that they will c~rry 

-out registration procedures in the ebove mAnner, and will appoint local 
people to serve as deputy registrars; The r egistr2rs nnd their deputies 
will carry out the gener~l objecti of rePching every unregistered Ne~r 
and getting him to fl out on opplication form w_lc roug the 
chlinnels C"lErscribed above. .. · 

In the "Freedom· Registr2tion n compn ign we plrm to r each 24 D'=' rishes, 
48 to 56 communities, and two Congressionnl Districts which geo,e:r'"'Phic~lly 
cover 1/3 of the state. It is clear t hat this will be the most progressive 
orgc:-mizetionol step by CORE toward sett.ing up P st!!te-wide nro>"rt1m in Louis
iana for the future. 

III. STAND-JNS: 

In sever2l communities of the Fifth Gnd Sixth Congressionnl Districts 
we plBn to have lines of Negroes flooding the registr~rs' office on the 
three doys when the registrotion books are open between the first end 
second Democratic primaries. This endeavor m2y result in ~ f ew more names 
being added to the registretion rolls~ 

IV. POLITICAL CAMPAIGN: 

We plan to haye C[lndido.tes for Congress ond local public office to 
enter the Democratic primarie s. 
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V. SCHEDULE: 

June 10-15; Training in Iberville Parish- Actunl re.e:istrotion (books opened 

June 16-25: M'1ss voter registrr>tion drives in both districts ond kick-off 
of politicol campaigns. Actur>l registr?tion (books spened). 

June 26-July 26: 11 Freedom Registro tion n; political cr::mp:~ ie:ns concluding 
July 25, and preparction fo~ stond-ins, (books closed). 

July 2 7 , 2 8 , 29 : Stand-ins c:md mess voter registr:>tion dri ves-R ctuRl re
gistration; books opened 

JulyJO-Aug. 6: 11 Frcedom Registrntion H (books closed until August 29,1964) 

Aug. 7: 

Aug. 10: 

Aug. ll: 

A.ug. 12: 

Presentation of application forms to porish registrPrs. 

Presentetion of eppli.ce.tion forms to federel judges at New 
Orleans, ~equesting that Federal Referees be appointed to 
process the .sppli8<1tion forms collected by "Freedom Registrars 
If rejected by judges, we plan to mrlke thP rejection a Pf."rt 
of ou:r protest at the Nation2l Democrotic Party Convention •.. 

Terminate project. 

Project evaluation. 

NOTE: Actual registrotion will be conducted · henever Voter Registrntion 
books are opened. 

VI. FRJi.CTIC/\L ASPECTS: 

·Although the plten fi"'r 2 summer . project mov be inteT"Stinr:r !'lncl drnm
atic, we ore concerned about severPl pr~cticnl r>spects~ 

' ' 

Community interest in such D prodect cnnn!"lt be overlooked. And we 
h tlve problems in this reg2rd in both the Fifth tmd Sixth Congressiori!"l 
Districts, p2i:rticulcorly in North Louisic:.n0 • vv:l th present st:•.ff we h:1ve 
been un2ble to fully scout North Louisiana and our work has been limited 
to o couple of parishes , Resistance on the port of the whites in this 
"lreo will be especie.lly stubborn· and work will be dongereus, recnll ~1ike 's 
being run OlJ t of Ta llu}.ah, Thus, re.::-1ching ond inspiring the Negro com.:. 
munities will be ~n arduous task a nd we cPn onlv be hopeful of success. 

Before 11 Freedom Registrati ')n 11 could begin and little of 2.ny work 
could be· done on the 1'Freedom Election 11 worker could most nrobabl v be 
arrested, intimidated, and even severel,• injured by member~ and associates 
of the \N1li te Citizens Council nnd the KKK. 
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VII. FOLLOW UP PROGRJ'.M AND ST f,FF: 

We hooe to have a staff of et l e.!'l st l ( ne•~sons l eft in Louisian!"' for 
follow-up purposes. 

Plan: 
September- Voter Hegistration in the 24 po ri shes of the 5th ~no 6th Con

gressional Districts. 
6th Congressional Di stri cts 
I MPORTAN T-L AST MONTH FOR REGISTR/~TION BEFORE THE PfiESENTittL 

ELECTION . 
October-Voter r egistration, chapter develo pment , 2nd dire ct nction i n 

same parishes. Prep~r~t ion for write-in-vot e . 

Nov. 3, 1964: Write-in el ect i on fo r 11 Fre edom C<<ndi d2tes 11 on t he d-"te of 
the gener~ l election. 

Nov. 4, 1964: Voter r egistration, direc t <'ctio n to i mpl ement civil rights 
bill, and chapter de vel opment. . 
Rr1l lying comm11unities to fil e suit to dese.r-regPte :c1 ll pub
lic fo.ciliti es . 

VIII. GENERAL SPECIFICS: 

11 Freedom Registrot ion 11
, 

l. In the first two wee.ks of May; Ronnie Moore will hole A' T' ress conference 
ot which he will r e leo.se to t he public our summe r pl." ns. At th is.time, 
he will release a tele~r ?m , t o be sent to GovFrnor John McKeithen. In 
this telegr~m, the gove rnor will be asked to do the fo llowing : 

a. Appo int c:m impnrti .c> l .; nd bi-rnci -S~ l Bor-rd of Regist r !"tion, nnd to in
clude on the boerd l ebd i nr citi7ens of the 5t h ~nd 6th Con~re ssion~l 
Districts ~ 

b. Fire the r egistr2rs of t~e 24 ~o ri~he s , of th~ 5th ~nd 6th•Congr ess
ion;• l Districts be cruse of thelr discrimin~ tqr't prnctices, ,'"'nd use 
his morel ,"'nd politic,:> l influence on the 24 Police Juries invol ved 
to ~ppoint new r egistrr ra who will not deny to "'hyone the right to 
vote on the basis of r~ce . Moreover ~ he should use hi s i nfluence on 
the Police Juries to r-e t them to nppo i nt Negr o deputy regist r r> rs. 1 

Copies of this will be sent to t he 2~ registrnrs r> nd police jurie s, 
Gov. McKeithen will be given one week i n whi ch to reply befo r e we 
to.ke the situation into our own hands . 

2. In the event that Gov. McKeithen r efuses to compl y with our dema nds, n 
Board of Fr eedom Registro.tion, will be selected a t a 24 parish l eader
ship conference in l ot e June t o be he l d i n Pl nrruemine , L:=t . 

3. Lt the end of the tr2ining session, the Bon r d of Re gistr2tion will ' ·. 
appoint a 11 Freedom Registr,~r 11 to eP ch pc>rish whe r e ther e wil l be 11 Free-
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dorn Registrntion • . 
4. On the l ast dey of the trcining s e ssion, the registrPrs will be sworn 

in a public ceremony by a notary public. f~ proceeure will be ffied 
similar to that used in real r egistrc tion. 

5. The 11 Freedom Registr~rs will Dppoint de puty r e?istors in the communities 
they are 3ssigned to, 0nd the deputv registr~tion. · 
All r egistrars and their deputie s must hcve prope T identifid~tion. 

6, The procedure for " Freedom Registrc:'tion is 0s follows: 
a. Every applico.:ht must fill out nn LR-1 form .'lnd th e ReR:istror is r e -

quired to provide ~ssistAnce . · 
b. The registr~r must r ecord the nrme , nd dr e ss, nge , end w~rd nnd nre

cinct of·eve ry ~pplico nt in two books: one with a n ~lphnbetic~ l list' 
of nnmes, the otherwith n'~mes ;:~rrnnged nccordinp: to wr'rd nnd pre cinct. 

c. The registrar must fil e all comp l et e d LR-1 forms. 
d. The r egistrPr must provide ::1 11 Fre edom Registrt"'tion n cn.rd to "'ll 

succe s sful ~pplica nts. (fill out f or ms ond mee t 12 . r es i de nc e r e 
quirements) 

7. The Boord of "Freedom Registrt:~ tion 11 h." s o vc~ rr ll r esponsibility for the 
LR-1 forms. 

8. "Fre edom Reg istrorsli shcll pre s e nt the LR-1 f or ms to the P" rish r e .f! istre r 
esking tha t all persons who fill e d out c; f orm be registered. 

9. On being turned down by the Registra rs, the 11 Fres dom RegistrP~rs n will 
go to New Orlec:ms 2nd c1 pproo ch the judge s of the 5th Circuit Court of 
Appeals with the forms, a sking th? t the y t~ ke the following a ction: 

a. Enjoin the holding of the ele ctjon (second primPrv) ofi the grounds 
that Negro citize n s were de nie d the ri ~ht to r egiste r, 

b. f ppoint feder.~l judges to be r e f e r ees ~nd r esiste r tho se persons wh6 
ha ve been turne d down by t he Reg istr'rs in the ir r e s pective p~rishe s. 

I 

10. In the eve nt the court is unwilling to t " ke t hese ,"ctions, the ··Freedom 
Registr L1rs 1' will r e fuse to l eo ve the j udge 1 s office s until th e ir r:ri evan
ce s ere remediGd~ 

ll. 11 Freedom Registrcrs n will then teke up residence in the locr'l j::1il s . 

Politic:::- 1 c2mpa i f-: n: June lO ... July 25 
CANDI Di; TES : 

Congr es smc:m , 6t h Cong r essi onnl Di s trict: Dr. Berttr ::- nd Tyson 
Cc:: mpe i gn Ivb n"ger: C<'pt. Tolbe rt Hc rris 

Locol: To be cmnounce d. 
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Me t hods : 
1. Po sters·-qu2.nJci ty: 5, 000 ( a s ' a start L 
2. Throw--aways - qu2ntity: 20,000 (as a start). 
3. Buttons- quant ities 2,500. · 
4. Ha nd ca r ds (6 inches long, with ruler along top) . 
5. Pe ncil s, balloons, etc. 
6. ~ewspapers-p~ess r - leases ( ap , upi); ads in local papers. 
7. TV- i v e 3 -minute spots on 2 Baton Rouge stat ions day befor e e l ect i o n. 
8 . Radio- WXOI\, WLCS-'- F::.~ee and. po.id announcements . 
9. ~llies-chu~ches, ~ublic meetings, meetings of civic gr oups. 

10 . House· ·''o-house -- c:::mva ssing by cendid -::ltes !'nd t P sk force wo rkers. 
: I 

l\IIan poV>re r :~J!.d -~IQ.llSJJ..Q.T:J,c: tiorr. : We need hS v.rorkers, t wo t o each pE'rish, p~us' 
the pr esent staff. We also request that e n officia l of N0 tioh8l COR.E tl:Jke 
permnnent residence in Louisiana for the summer pro ject like. l F.!s t yeer~ 
The purpose of this i3 that this will be Pn independent CORE endea vor <9 n c1 
we will need addL:,j_on21 p~·ofes s :i_onal know-·hOT..Y in community re l !:lt i ons and 
l• n f" ·~g !"'' Y"': .•· ,..; ... ~ -1- -j .-, "¥"' . • , - ·.. ' ' • • . 

v~; u_ ... j_ LJ C..I v ...... \...,.; .... . 1. .... • , • 

We need at l e r'~;t 12 cE'rs pl us the C"'TS now in oper~tion! one c.!3r to e very 
two po.rishes 1 We nc pe th!:t t wicL' 1 2 c0rs bnd o. staff of 48 we will be -~ble 
to secure o.dditU:!one~- tr<' Lsport2tion a nd volunte e r s from loca l communities. 

IX. BUDGET 1\ND FUND~- E!tiSING : 

L Fi ve .-day J.:,:~~p i nin.g se s o:_;j_on ( J,_;.ne 10-15 ) 50 workers 

A. ~ood $2,00 pe~ day _per person , tot2ling .. 
~~100 pe r day i or I 1.ve days--------- ... '"'-· __ _. ....... .... ... ~-.__---_.._ ... $' 500i00 

B. ~2 cars, costing a~orrt $7.00 per da y pe~ car 
$84. 00 pe r day for ~ive days--- --- - ----~-~-~------·-- 420s00 

C. ~ousing $1. 50 p e r pe rson per day 
:f,75 00 pe r dPy fo•" -r ·· " "' a1!:lys------·-----·----·-- ... ;.. ___ .._ __ _. .... __ _ it' r;. ••. _... · - ...... ... • ....1.... . ....... .... • • 315.00 

D. Misce l l a neou s ·- ~.25 . 00 Pe r day for fi ITe davs·- - ··_._ ... _. ___ ._ 1 25 , 00 

2. Remai ning wee~w -- Ju~1e =-6- August 12; 1964 

A. Food for '50 W:J;rs>kers 
$2 . 00 pe r - per s on pe r d ay • • · 
100 "00 pe~ day for 6? days-~- -·~-~- ~~-~~~- ... -~-----~- 6, 2QO , OO 

B. Hous i ng ;H . 50 pe r day per pe r s on . -
~~75.00 pe r da y f or 62 day fl···-· - -~ - ... ~· -· · ··"" · ·-'~· .. -·--·- --------- 4, 6 50 . 00 

C. Tra ns~)O:cto.tion-- 1 2 cars 
$10 , 00 pe :c dny pe r ca :c1

--.. · · -· · «·-·- - ---·· ··· ·· · ··~· - · - - ·- ·, - · ···-------- 7 !440 , 00 
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3. 11 Freedom Registration 11 
( epplice. tion forr:1s end r ~"' lcted . . . ' ' 

materi?l)--------------------------------------------~-~-~2,500,00 

4 • "Freedom Election ( bnllott, buttons, etc. )--------"'-----.:.:_.;.:1; 500. 00 

5; Other: 
A; Stationery------------------------------·----------~-~-- 350.00 

. . . 
B. Telephone----------------------------------------------1,200 .00 

C. Miscellaneous---------------------------------------~~- 500, 00 

TOTJ,L BUDGET FOnECAST-------------------------------------- ('25 , 760.00 

E N D 
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