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Dear Sir:

This 1is one of a continuing series of reporis we are issulng
on Mississippi., The situation in Mississlppl 1s serlous,

and we feel these reporta require your eareful attention,

We also need your help, Whenever possible, these reports
should be duplieated for distribution to loeal press, radio
and television stations, government officials, churech groups,
busineasmen's organizations, college political groups, and
even personal friends, In eertain lnstances, more specific
help will be needed, Many of these reports will deal with
particular situations, sometimes emergency sltuatlons, in
which speecifie aid will be needed -- requesting actlon from
government offieials, contacting legal firms, helping ar-
range for ball money, or even for food and clothing., GSome-
times it will be apparent what actions are needed, Sometimes
it will be advisable to contact our office directly. Hope-
fully, through these reports, the realization will grow that
pover%y anduganger are Ehe constant faectors in Missisaippl --
and that FREEDOM cannnt come wilthout your help,

The Counclil of Federated Organlzations
COFQ

1017 ILynch Street

Jackson, Mississippil

352=9605

NB: This report reqguires especially careful attention. The pro-
gram of the Freedom Demoeratic Party has many parts, and it is
important to understand how these various activities fit together.
It is even more important to realize that these campaigns are not
simply four more political campaigns in a year of polities. They
are the focus for what is in faet a revolution -- the struggle

for political and economie freedom by the Negroes of Mississippi,
and by extension of Negroes throughout the South. These candidates
are running not only for national office, but to lead their people
in a difficult and lengthy struggle on the local and regional level,
As the report on harrassment of Rev. Cameron lndicates, this pro-
gram will not be easy to accomplish and will not be free from actual
physieal danger for the individunls involved.

The needs of these candidates are almost unlimited. They need first
and foremost national publieclty, so that the effort they are under-
taking will not go unnoticed., COFO will be happy to supply more
detalled information concerning the céndidates, to arrange inter-
views, or to help members of the press, radio, and television to
accompany the candidates in their campaigns. The campaigns, as
well as 211 other phases of the COFO political program, need ma-
terial suppeort from national church, eivll rights, and political
affairs organizations. But beyond all this there is a more basio
need, The candidates, and those who work with them, need Freedom
-+ Freedom to live and work and campaign as people live and work
and campaign in other parts of the country. Ultimately, this is
‘the responsibility of the entire nation. Only through the concern
and actions of national political and judicial officials can Free-
dom be ensured.



SEGREGATION, HIRRASSMENT, AND /ARREST FOR NEGRO CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATE

Rev. John E. Cameron is the first Negro to run for Congress in Mississipp
5th Congressional District since Reconstruction. 1In attempting to play

& full eilvie role in his own community of Hattiesburg, Rev. Cameron has
had to face:

SEGREGATION:

Cn April 4, Rev. Cameron tried to attend a public legislative forum.
The forum was originally scheduled for an unsegregited courtroom in the
annex of the Forrest County Courthouse. After Rev. Cameron and a secre:
tary and two white ministers accompanying him were seated, however, the
chairman of the forum entered and sald that the forum was %oo crowded anc
would be moved to the main courtroom in the Courthouse. The main court-
room 1s segregated.

When Rev., Camercn and his party attempted to enter the second hall,
they were barred from the floor of the courtroom and told that they must
ait in the balcony. Rev. Cameron refused to accept this segregated seab
ing, and asked to see the cheirman of the forum. The chairman refused tc
come out to see Rev, Cimeron or to allow the latter to come in to see hir
When one of the white ministers went in to talk with the chairman, he wa:s
threatened with arrest if he did not either sid down immediately or leav:

Rev. Cameron said: "I refuse to go upstairs and aegregate myselfl
from the other members of this public legislative forum," and left the
Courthouse.

HARRASSMENT :

Rev, Cameron is constantly followed by police cars as he moves arowm
Hattiesburg. This harrassment intimldates Negroes whom Rev. Cameron tri:
to approach in his Congressional campaign.

On the night of April 3, Rev, Cameron was s8topped by Officer Hill oif
the Hattiesburg Police Department. The first thing the officer sald was,
"I hope you don't have your license," Rev. Cameron replied that he was
sure the offlcer hoped for this, but that he was not so foolish as to be
that eareless in Hattiesburg, The officer let him go.

ARREST:

Since January 22, 1964, Hattiesburg Negroes had maintained a pilcket
line at the Forrest County Courthouse as part of a campaign for voting
righte. late in the afterncon on 4pril 9th they were told they could no
longer picket, and when they returned on the morning of April 10 police
arrested 43 picketers., Rev. C meron and 7 white ministers from various
Northern states were among those arrested.

The picketers were arrested under a new anti-pleketing law pushed
through the Mississippl legislature to combat picketing activities in
such places as Hattiesburg. The pleketers have been peaceful and they
have accepted a limited zrea at the Courthouse in which to picket.
Moreover, thelr cause is just -- Forrest County Registrar, Theron C. Lym
ls under Federal indietment for refusing teo register Negroes. Though th
Constitubion guarantees the right to peaceful demonstration and the righ
of a2ll citizens to vote, even a candidate for Congress can be arrested
for asserting these rights if he 1s a Negro in Hattlesburg, Mississippi.



FREEDOM CANDIDATES MISSISSIPPI

For the first time in this century, four Negroes are
candidates for national office from Mississippi. One 1s a
candidate for the Senate and three for the House of Repre-
sentatives.

The four campaigns are being coordinated under the
auspices of the Couneil of Federated Organizations (COFQ),
an umbrella eivil rights organization in Mississippl com-
prising the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Commlttee
ESHGU , CORE, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference

ScLc), and the NAACP.

411 four eandlidates are entered in the regular Dem-
ocratic primary in Mississippi to be held June 2, They are
running on what is be"%alled the FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC FPARTY.
If they are defeated in the Demoeratic party, they will
be able to continue their sampaipgns as Independents in the
General Election in November.

The candidacy of the Freedom Candidates 1s a direct
ehallenge to the lily-white one-party politieal structure
of the state. Only 28,000 or 6.2% of Mississippi's 422,000
Negroes of voting age have been registered to vote, 525,000
whites are registered voters,

All the Freedom Candidates will make Negro voting
rights one of the basiec issues of their campaigns. The
campaigns themselves will serve as the focus for Voter Reg-
istration activities by COFO during the coming months.

For those not allowed to register on the official books,
there will be a separzte program: FREEDOM REGISTRATION. The
Freedom Demoeratie Party has set up its own unofficial voter
registration books for the purpose of registering as many
as possible of Mississippi's 400,000 disenfranchised Negroes.
These books, known as Freedom Registration Books, will be
managed by Freedom Registrars appointed by COFO in every
ecounty. The Freedom Reglstrars will have the power to ofp-
point deputy registrars to aid them in covering the county
to provide every Negroc with the opportunlity to register to
vote,

Freedom Registration has several purposes, First, it
will serve as a mechaniam through which Negroes ecan organ-
lze aseross the state, BSecondly, it will be the focus of
attempts to get Negroes registered on the official county
books .,

Thirdly, Freedom Registration will form the basis for
FREEDOM ELECTIONS to be held at the same time as the offieial



glections in June and November. In the Freedom Electlons,
the only qualifications will be that voters are 21 or over,
residents of the state, and registered on the Freedom Reg-
istration Books before the election. Whites as well as
Negroes will be allowed to vote, Democratic and Republlean
candidates will be listed together with Freedom Democratic
Candidates,

Through Freedom Registration and the Freedom Elections,
it will be made clear that thousands of Negroes who are de-
nied the right to vote in the official elections would do so
if they eould. On this basis, the seating of successful Re-
publican and Democratic candidates will be challenged in
Congress and in the Federal Courts on the grounds that a
significant portion of the voting-age population has been
denied the right to vote because of color or race.

Thus, the Freedom Candidates will serve not only to
bring the issues to the people of Mississippi, dramatize voter
diserimination, and the atmosphere of harrassment and resis-
tance by the official state apparatus, but will serve as a ba-
8is for challenging the rights of the incumbents to assume
their seats in Congress.

As a further part of its political program, the Freedom
Democratic Party will send a FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC DELEGATION
to the National Demoeratie Convention at Atlantiec City in
August.

The Freedom Candidates will serve as the titular heads
of the Freedom Democratic Delegation. Other delegates will
be chosen through a series of meetings on the preeinet, county,
distriet, and state levels Jjust as in the regular Mississippil
Demoeratie Party. Unlike the regular party maehinery, however,
which 1is all-white, exclusive, and often dominated by White
Citizens Council members, Freedom Delegates will be chosen in
open meetings in which all registered voters (whether official
or Freedom registered), Negores and whites alike, will be al-
lowed to particeipate.

At the National Convention, the Freedom Demccratic Del-
egation willl attempt to have the Regular Democratic Delegation
unseated and the Freedom Delegation seated in 1ts place, It
will do this on the grounds that the Regular Democratie Del-
egatlion was chosen by undemocratic means and that the Dem-
oceratle Party of Mississippl has been disloyal to the National
Demoeratic Party.

The Regular Missiesippi Democratic Party split with
the National Demeeratie Party in 1960. It did not support
the Natlonal Demoeratic Ticket selected by the National Con-
vention: John P, Kennedy and Lyndon B, Johnson, It also
refused to support.the platform adoptel by the National



Convention, The Regular Mississlppi Demoeratic Party can-
didates in the gubernatorial race of 1963 told the voters
that the Mississippl Democratic Party stands for white su-
premacy and against Negro voting power. The principles of
the National Democratic Party make 1t clear that a State
party which behaves in the mamner of the Misslissippl Dem-
oeratie Party stends in violation of National Party poliey.
This is sufficient grounds, according to National Democratic
Party rules, to withdraw recognition of the 3tate party.

The Freedom Demoeratic Delegation will be pledged to
support the National Demoeratic Ticket and the National Dem-
oeratic Platform chosen at the National Democratic Conven-
tion -- as well as being pledged to work for the full and
equal rights of all Americans.

FREEDOM CANDIDATES: Below are brief blographical sketches
and ecampalgning programs for the four Freedom Candidates,

MRS, FANNIE LOU HAMER --- rumning in the 2nd Congres-
silonal Bistriet against Rep. Jamie Whitten, Chairman of the
House Appropriations Sub-@>mittee on Agriculture.

Mrs, Hamer, 47, comes from Sunflower County, the home
of James Eastland, where Negroes are 690% of the population,
She 1s the wife of Perry Hamer, a cotton gin worker in Rule-
ville. Until 1962, the Hamers had lived for 16 years on a
plantation four miles from Ruleville, On August 31 of that
year, the day Mrs., Hamer registered to vote, they were ftold
themy would have to leave the plantation.immediately.

Mrs. Hamer began working with the Student Non-Violent
Coordinating Committee in December 1662 and has been one of
the most active workers in the state on Vobter Registration,

Cn June 9, 1963, while returning from a SNCC workshop, she

was arrested in Winona, Miss., and brutally beaten with a
blackjack while in jall., Mrs. Hamer opened her ecampaign in
Ruleville on March 21, She hopes to use her ecampalgn to ar-
ticulate the grievances of Mlssissippi's Negroes, particularly
in the cotton-rieh Delta, the 2nd Congressional Distriet, where
Negroes are a clear majority (59%) of the population. Mrs,
Hamer eonstantly tells her audiences that she 1s only saying
"what you have been thinking 21l along."

But Mrs, Hamer plans to direct her campalign to whites
as well as Negroes. It is her thesis that all Mississipplans,
white and Negro alike, are vietims of the all-white, one-party
power strueture of the state., 1In her campaign, she explains
how Jamie Whitten, from his position on the House Appropria-
tions Sub-Committes on Agriculture, killed a bill to train
E;?E traetor drivers. 3Six bhundred of those to be trained were
W 2.,

| Mrs. Hamer is presently ill in Ruleville (the nearest doe-
tor 1s 10 miles away)., Her condition is provoked and made more
serlous by after effects of the 1963 beating, from which she has
never fully recovered. g



JAMES MONROE HOUSTON --~- candidate from the 3rd Congres-
sional Distriet against Robert Bell Williams, second in command
on the Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee.

Mr, Houston, T4 years old, is a retired machinist from
Vieksburg, member of the NAACP for over 20 years. He was ar-
regted in 1934 for partieipation in a rural distriet meeting
ealled to disecuss the new Roosevelt programs, He was arrested
again in Jackson in 1963 while attempting to march from a Meth-
odist chureh to City Hall. In his opening campaign speech 1in
Vieksburg on April 5, Mr, Houston told a erowd of 200-300 peo-
ple that he would use his campaign to show what conditions for
Negroes in Myssissippi are really like, He clalmed actlive sup-
port in all fourteen of the 3rd Distriet's eounties and sald
that he would represent all the people in the Distriect if elec-
ted. For this reason, h& said, his eleetion would restore honor
and dignity to the state of Missilssippil.

REV. JOHN E. CAMERON --- candidate for the seat of William
Meyers Colmer, second in command of the House Rules Committee,
from the 5th Congressional Distriet.

Rev. Cameron, 31, opened his campaign in Hattiesburg on
March 26, addressing an audience of approximately 200 from the
back of an open truck. Hls campalgn will stres jobs, education,
and ecitizenship rights for Negroes. 1In Biloxi, on April &,
Rev. Cameron ealled on both state and federal governments tc
provide training for unskilled laborers so that they may qual-
ify for fulltime and rewarding employment., He stressed the
importance of a candidate running in the 5th Congressional Dis-
triet who would represent the entire population of the district,
rather than only one racial group.

Rev, Cameron is a former President of the National Baptist
Student Union (1954-55), and holds a B.S. degree from Rust Col-
lege and a Bachelor of Theclogy from American Baptist Theologica
Seminary. He is a member of the NAACP and a Friend of SNCC.

On April 4, Rev, Cameron was refused entrance to a publie
forum in Hattlesburg unless he agreed to slt in a sectlon reserv
for Negroes. 4 white minister with Rev. Cameron was threatened
with arrest for attempting to discuss the matter with the Chalr-
man of the forum, A% prerent, Rev. Cameron 1s in jall, one of

6 people arrested in Hattiesburg April 9-10 under Misasissippi's
new. anti-pleketing law.

MRS, VICTORIA JACKSON QRAY --- gandidate for Senate agains
John Stennis. Mra. Gray, 37, of Hattiesburg, is the mother of
three children. She was one of the first Negroes to register ir
Forrest County, where Registrar Theron ¢, Lynn is under Federal
1E§%ctmant for refusing to register Negroes on an equal basis wi
whites,

In an opening campalgn statement given to the press April
Mrs, Gray stressed that "Unemployment, Automation, Inadequate
Housing, Health Care, Edueation, and Rural Development are the
real i1esues in Mississippi, not 'States Rights' or 'Federal En-
croachment!." Mrs. Gray's own emphasis during the ecampaign wil’
be on the problems of education faced by Negroes in the state.

April 12, 1964



