
COUNCIL OF FEDERATED ORGANIZATIONS 
1017 Lynch St. -- P.O. Box 2896 

Ja ckson~ Mississippi 

Apri l 8, 1964 

Dea r Fa culty Member: 

Th is letter is being sent to hundreDs of f a culty 
members across the eountry in a n effort to invo lvej the 
inte llectual community in America's most serious social 
problem -- racial discrimination. 

The Council of Federated Organizations (COFO), a 
liaison of all civil rights organizations currently work 
ing in Mis sissippi~ is planning wha t it calls the .11 JJJissis
sippi Summer Project. 11 The decision t >) s ponsor the Project 
was based on our belief that political and social justice 
cannot be won in Mississippi without massive aid from the 
country a s a wh ole -- ba cked by the powe r and a uthority 
of the federa l government . 

As the enclosed prospectus explains 9 the Project 
wi ll bring hundreds of Ameri cans to Mississippi t his sum
mer. We hope that a l arge number of these peop le wi ll be 
university f a culty members, for we think it is important 
for the best minds i n the coun try to Jmow first hand wha t 
is happening in Mississippi. There are a rea s of the Pro
ject -- outlined below -- where i nvolvement of f a culty 
membe rs will be especially relevant. 

A. Pa rticipation in the general program areas as 
observers: Covera ge of the project, and thereby 
increased dissemination of knowledge of ~he nature 
of the state of Mississippi, i s necess ~ ry in a s 
many journals and periodi ca ls a s poss ible. Be
ginning no.w_, as recruitment and pla nning are now 
underway, continuing tl-:irough the suminer a nd the 
months following, analySis of the pr oject is im
portant - - a na l ysis that caB best be undertaken by 
university f a culty and best placed in journals to 
which f a culty members have a ccess. 

B. Staff seminars fo r Project vo l unteers: Staff, 
l aw students, f reedom school a nd community cen ter 
t ea chers could profit high l y from nightl y seminars 
in America n l1istory, e conomics, sociology, anq po
l i tica l science, This could best be worked out 



7. Studies of loca l health f ac ilities . 

8. Democra ti c party structure-- i.e.J pat ron-
age and nepotism; the sec ret precinct meetings; 
polit1cal s cientists to interview wh1tes . 

· D. Poll tical advisers - . "Freedom candid a tes 11 will 
be running i n each of ~lississippi 1 s congressional 
districts . Politi cal speeches need writin~ 1 cam
paign literature must be written, platforms pre-· 
pared, seminars held for election workers, inter 
views and seminars held for Negro candidates, etc. 

Sugge stions dea l ing with this information, refine
ments a nd addit i ons, as wel l as questions 1 a re most welcomP . 
The precise nature of wh a t can be done in Mississippi this 
summer depends upon the interests 1 sldlls and nwubers of 
those volunteering . For further p lanning to be done , we 
need to know of the willingness of people l1ke yourself to 
work within the general context of the pro ject. 

VJe urge you to come to Mississippi this surrmer, 
If you can come, p lease let us know the area of your in 
terest and what dates you would be available . we ca ~ then 
send you a schedule and make definite plans for your visit. 

/'I - '-t I 
:._A.. t U'Lvt-v ; ...J-i!--'" <-/{~,-
Aaron Henry J 
State President NA ACP 
President, COFO 

. .. . 

Yours for freedom, 

, ~~ _; ('r'\ ,_., --. , lL ~'j \ ~- u_. \l (~..U 
Robert Moses 
.SNCC Mississippi 
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David D8nnis 
CORE Field Sec-

Project Director 
COFO Program Director 

retary 
COFO Assistant 

Program Di rector 
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7. Studies of local health f acilities . 

8. Democratic party structure - - i -.e. 3 pat ron-
age and nepotism; the secret precinc t meetings; 
pol i ti c a l scientists to interview w1li tes. 

-D . Political advisers -- -- "Freedom candid o t k s 11 will 
be running in e a ch of ~li ssiss ippi 1 s congressional 
districts . Politi c a l speeches need writin g , cam
paign literature must be written, pla tforms pre
pared , seminars held for election workers, inter
views a nd seminars held for Negro c a nd idates 3 etc. 
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Sugges tions dealing with thi s information,bref ine
ments a nd additions, as wel l a s questions, are mo t welcome . 
The precise nature of what c an be done in Mississippi th is 
summer depends upon the interests, skil l s a nd nwubers of 
those volunteering . For further planning to be done, we 
need to know of the willingness of peopl e like yourself to 
work wi t hin the gene ral context of the project. 

we urge you to come to Mississippi th is summer. 
If you c a n come, p l ease l e t us know the area of your in
terest a nd what dates you would be ava ilable . we c a h then 
send you a schedule and make definite plans for your visit . 
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Yours fo r freedom, 
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