
PROPOSAL OF ORGANIZATION 

On the weekend of Apl'il 3- 5, 1964, fcrt.y- f 5lle students from 
approximately fifteen predominantly white Southl rn campuses in t.en 
states gatbered in Nashville at the invitation of students from 
Vanderbilt University and Peabody and Scarritt Colleges . The 
goals of the conference were several: to assess the extent 
of involvement in civil rights by students at Southern campuses; 
to ascertain the emount of interest in action along other 
political, social , and economic lines , and to assess their 
student needs and set up a structure through Which felt needs 
in these areas could be met . 

&>iei'l;.> + hese gollls were achieved. It was determined that 
there is a g~eat oaal of activity on these campuses, ranging 
from moderete i; o radical. Furthel'more, it was confirmed that 
students are interssGed 1n not only civil rights but in other area~ 
beyond ci\•il rights, e.g. peace , acadelllio freedOl!l, civil liber ties 
capital punishment and unemployment . Finally, a structure was 
sat Up . The g.,.,oup has called l. tself the Southern StUd ant 
Organizing Comm~ttee (SSOC) . A Continuations Committee wee 
directed to formuls~e specific proposals and programs designed 
t;o implement the goals of SSOC as set forth 1n the statement 
"We Take O<~r Stqnd. 11 A prelilllinary set of proposals, au 1n 
number, was submitted ror consideration of the Continuations 
Com!irittee in i.ts work toward the formulation of the program 
of action . 

SIX fOINT PROGRAM 

A number of concerns were expressed by the students which 
they f'el t wer,.. not baing pl,\rsued v:ith su.Cficient emphasis by 
my existing organization in the south . 

L Cl'\mpus J;!el':!_:l_:c e .lind a dr~ca tional programs . Tha Sou t bern 
campus, is general1y insulated from en swerE~ness or the civil 
rights movem~nt and students lack a critical perspective on S.lcr 
issues, incl~ding the usual social end political sterility or-­
their o~~ oolleg~ enviro~s . This would include: 

a) F.:du.cat.ionel progrl:lms and action pl'ojects are needed 
on desegregAtion, ~lagro clepri va tion, on the bburst 
oi' tbe Freedom Hov~me:1t, and also on civil liberties, 
poverty, unamployment, economic issues , and political 
c bange, on1 vers i ty reform and acadetnic 1'reedom, 
disarmament, capital punishment, etc . This should 
include a progrem to coordinate speakers and enter­
tainers for fund raising purposes . 

b) Broad-~ased (moderate to radical) student groups 
worklng on other issues close to the campus as well 
as militant civil rights should be encouraged by 
campus travelers . 
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c) A SJ?·3C 13l n e-.r::Jl f!ttJ'3l', E..£H>ci~1 een~ ation.U rnateria~s , 
auch <t9 thc3e nrovlc>~d • r 'II'~, A'i'SI'l , er:C: r.sA and 
ine l u cline; f illi'•·J an<l ottH,. m• ~ !.ns,z .1 n :Hl at th.Ls 
campus QE.sat1 7i.llr1:umct• would l.h3 t-oJ oJ.'ul 

d) t.eaders~1.I r.~'l illing vt'Oe1'at.ls t:n•e. nec:<ed to o1•epare 
-studont:n f'or ~;ort.c: in cotr.t.tunlties on civil rights 
anc Oj;her issues. 

2. Ouuo!'tunities for demccl'at ... c rnr Gic1 at~on in the 
r.Jo•Jement TOr more Sour.horn stu ants . Sout ern st;uaem;s need 
to meet to formulate polh~y for tEe most militant civil r :gbts 
move!'! ant and to e:xclls!l';~ general 1d'9l'.S, goa.l:1, tmd strabegies 
in sosc-iel confo?r er•co;:-s ar.·l ··•on;:sbopc; al l across r.he South. 

,3 . ..f.-:j2£!..!?.~~!id. _e~onc t.iv.n .... .:-:.~ ~~~ ot' 1 ,,los st ... t.oant.s. 
can jllC 1 1n n.-lf..t n~ ~e ,JoVClment!. Students :lee;:! co be -snowu 
r.hat, they ·~•:;.> p..,r?crr.: 1-'<'rV.J.c-il io!' thtt ~~o\-ecr.J.,-rt :In ways 
supp.LE'l11sn•:a":' :oc ni.t·'&~rt dlo;>&.~t. actlcn of r·.tllt!'"e st:> . .ff ~.vr lc . 
EiJUCa tlOl'\.,.1 e .i .ll>~l.i.c 1 t;-r pl'OilrllJ:!'i (b!'int.;ing 8NGC cpa~;~l<<lrs 'GO 
t he eBI'l!]U::J. l~o.;; .'lellJnr;: , c·t~ ) .ft.:.r.. .. -r· si'lin~, politicc.J support, 
snd s~ar.hy ;:>icw'Jts, J .,~·-::f.rc: e~d te10gz>'3 .. !'ll9 1 1 <:>&arch, "in:l 
o~het> roles need to oe Pl'l'l.J'F~c vigo:ron!:l'J. 11,. j::; cor ";n::.,rience 
t hat r-,pny stutJqnt<~ naec t.o sta't't with morr; moa•n•ate sup"orti1te 
actJ.vi ty and •"-">rk thail' own U?.J J.nto 1.he "'irl'nt •wtion tllPtlBt 
of ~nH ~~o'!Am--rPt ... 

4 • Resou,.cos :ror l.ni tJ.<t Un,Q' . organi ~ t~g, and sustaining 
com:nuntty"Org(u1TZ1nn ro }"i3'CUs at che conl:_t on l evel not on.Ly 
In the 'Negro .:oi!'Jti'ttnl u;r IJU n ~s n •er ,eo pre om nantly 
white commnnj tills as ·,,ell- -srou•lri the i'lsnes or unemployment , 
low wage~'>, nni"l' cn'g.:in J.~••tioJ' , pave:-tv, laa!r of cornrnunit¥ 
facilitiea , et:n ~be '.l';JA of i':>b.n r•;w awrl fl3 ~ rnctct or 
neigbbotthcc.:\ den t:;:n.'!;~-.·~ Ue;r:c, .. 

:;:. 2cll ·•gi-;.icr '1l"ld .._~1-"'VL :::Jf;i Cr.-l of t!iOOlC7~-n1J ...,5YC ,..~tuniLi:i ttS 
for SU'r:!~1t3c~Q!,d-r.r~--~1m~- wu:..: ,ii~~o-----.. r~3niZU(g ar~ 
lNGcl"'d· Tb1 $. ;: .. ~,JY,r-tnclllO 1 Cl. 'Ll ri>bts ·H:t :·w-~o···l"anlzing 
ftrOject.s &rr.•"~rl~ ~·-d. -.... J.~iapJ.o:ioc in,.Grn.l!"l:!.lJ! •. t~u ~ood L~ .. ..t.ions, 
'pob.ti<'al'• ••orl:. ' '"'"' re(~.r """'t on l>:t><:J~>"i-::: 1 13r>d potentially 

pt'Ot;'J:'<J.>aive :tU~J ~nc·:!n'·:~· 1>1'0£rr .. "71s ''.ud€f•<l"lda.11. COOU!luntty 
centers, ."\r..-.. .. 1.-.:t~,;. ... ! .. ,: J.rnd£' 3-F-!."V (,a t. n~:"''"i1.ttae, r~.) 

6. l<!~"rcch ~l J:1 UlC ~. '·knln" ::.o1· n:.w I{J.ild3 OJ J.ibernl-left 
,eol1tic.f!,~-s"oi '.!! ::r;:,aiid~:5i~~~ff'd-:ui5ii9 p_c h t1c~1 canJ!)aigns 
in 11dc1i tlo. to i".· g!'C >.•OJ.i. IJ'..C>: !,lflfl cj: \" 1 1 !''.ghts CS.:U" D.l('nS , e . g . 
L0 1llsvi1l e Coi1(or'<~:1!0m:_ ::v:-e <' •• 0 •fe;~,l~ D0~·ncr»tiz CO!>lition . 
I1; ws£ tm :~;~~:.~w· .,~ •ncJ<~ f' tu,1-·:•ti'i •Hteno.;.ne tl1e Nashville 
meetinB o.ll~.;t. tbe 1Up'Ool't ~•)ci ~!ICCl'l~3g&ment of 5\NGC is necessary 
to brint: .,:n "< ,<;o••"bel'n st J1a"'t!l i<.uC ~:e mr•'!P.'uont. 

http://sti.rlo.nts
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Thus , those students from predominantly white campuses, 
meetil'lg at the first meeting of the Sot1thern S udent Organizing 
Committee , have expressed a loyalty to SNOC, arid wish to find 
ways to work \'It th SNCC, through SNCC, and foi' SNCC . Soma ways 
in which SNCC could be expanded to meet the needs expressed 
in the preceeding si,x point program are as fo1.1ows : 

1 . Development of publicity and educational materials aimed 
at the moderate or isolated student.--both regarding what SNCC 
is doing snrl what they can do where they are to help SNCC. 
This means tailoring the Southern white student p;roject to 
working with campus groups to meet these needs . This means 
allocating definite supportive roles--fund-raising, research, 
publicity, ate ., to meet these people . 

2. Co-sponsoring and parti~ipating in workshops and 
conferences Viith other groups (SDS, NSA , A.FSC) to promote 
interest in total social change for the South building on the 
defeat of segrigation. 

J . Urging the National Council of Churches to expand 
th~ Berea summer training pPogrem in late June to provide 
for "tracks" on community organizing in non-deep South 
communitiea and in the poor white communities . 

4. Civ~l rights action and community organizing action- ­
building around the campus based situation . Urging the 
expansion of the SNCC educational program {with the cooperation 
of Myles Horton) to encompass campus action and community 
organization . 

The assumption of the April 3-5 maetinG was that the 
Continuations Co1l'J1ittee would meet 1i11tb the saoc B:::e~ui.ive 
Co:nmihtee on Apl:'ll 19 to we;:\< ou·., mutually sa<;isfac ~ory 
"division o.f labcY.r . " This could range f;'om the complete 
absorpt:!.on of SSOC ' s proposals illmec:liately into SNCC to the 
complete indepeL!dence o.f SSOC from the SNCC pr• ogram. 




