FROPOSAL OF ORGANIZATION

On the weakend of April 3«5, 196L, for ty=-five students from
approximastely fifteen predominantly white Southe rn campuses in ten
states gathered In Nashville at the invitation of students from
Vanderbilt University and Peabody and Searritt Colleges. The

ls of the conference® were several: ©o asgsess the extent
of involvement in civil rights by students at Southern campuses;
to sscertain the smount of interest in sction slong other
political, social, snd economic lines, and toa ssess their
student neesds and set up a structurs through which felt neads
in these aress could be met,

Brisfly these gosla were achieved. It was determined that
there 1s a great daal of activity on these campuses, ranging
from modercte Lo radicel. Purthermore, it was confirmed that
students are interssced in not only civil rights but in other areas
beyond civil rights, e.gz, peace, academic freedom, civil libepties
capital punishment and unemployment. Finally, & structure was
set up. The group has called itselfl the Southsrn Stuwdent
Orgenizing Committee (SSOC). A Continustions Committee wes
directed to formulate specifiec proposals and programs designed
to implement the poals of SSOC as set forth in the statement
"ie Take QOur Stand."™ A preliminary set of proposals, six in
number, was submitted for conslderation of the Continuations
Committee in its work toward the formulation of the program
of action.

SIX POINT PROGRAM

A number of concerns were expressed by the atudents which
they felt wers not being pursued with sufflecient emphasls by
iy existing organization in the South.

l. Campus service and sducational progrems. The Southern
campus, is generally insulsated Irom an awereness of the civil
rights movement and students lack a criticel perspective on an
issues, including the usual social snd peolitical sterility of
their own collegs environs. This would include:

a) Educetionel progroms and action projects are neaded

on desegregation. Negro deprivation, on the thurst
of the Freedom Movement, and also oo civil liberties,
poverty, unsmploymant, economic issues, and political
chenge, university reform and academic freedom,
dissrmament, capital punishment, etec. This should
include & program to coordinate speakers and enter-
talners for fund relsing purposes.

b) Bread-based (mederate to radical) student groups

working on other lssues close to the campus as well
as militant civil rights should be encouraged by
campus btravelers.
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c) A spaclal newsalettar, cpocial ednsstional materials,
such as theose provided Ly SD8, AFE0, ernd HSA and
invioding fiimd and other mal'lings aimod at this
carpus hesed auadisnce woulg ba kol prul .

d) Leadsrship nraining prograns are neecded So prepare
studenta for work in comaunities on civii vights
and other issuese

2~ Opportunities for demceratic mrticipation in the
Movement Tor more Soubhorn scudsnits, sSouthern studencs need
To mest Lo iformulsce pollicy lor the most militant eivil r.ghts
movement and to exchange general 1d=esa, goala, ond strategies
in apscial conferencesa and workshops all acrcss the South.

Ye HE£<“4GB end peomotien of a rangs of roles atudanis
can play Iin nelping Loe Hovements oShudentd nesd Lo bS SNOWH
that, Lhey MEY Deriorms Sﬁrﬁlcﬂ_?ﬂ“ the Movement in ways
supplemence»s e milltant direct agtion of fulltlime abaflfl work.
Eauncations]l gnd publicity prograsms (bringing SNCC speaksrs to
the campus, leztlebing, cte.} fund=-raising, poiitical support,
end sympathy picirsts, letters end telegrams, researeh, and
other roles need to be ann"‘“ﬂ vigorously, 1t 1s oor experlence
that msuy studsnts nsed te shart with mors modaerate supportive
setivity and wnrk their own wey into the direct asetion thrust
of tha Mavemsnth.

4+ Resources for initiabtin nizing, and sustainin
comnunity organizin g ndETIEIEﬁ"IE?EI‘EEE"EﬁTg
n BEr0 COMMUnicy b erlitea predominantly
white communities as well--arocund the issues of unemployment,
low Wagas, union eorganizatlor, poverty, lack of community
faclilitie and the use of n?hqn renawel 28 a raclist or
nﬂighhnrhnch destruaiive deviece.

3 Edvcabicr snd pronokica of emslo gthu pprerbunities
for swmus? °nd 1)) L-hime wor #'Lx.ﬂmhdﬂ-?“ Y Eanizing are
ETHERY ThTs soold Tneluds olv Ll F ianths SRbin ang orpanlzing
Erajauba among she onemployed, inuarn:hipa witl zood unions,

pelitical® work. vabar ragieiration projeatrs, and potentially
prograzalive ¢ HLJ-ﬂC reroy programs ‘independani community
centers, American Spiends Service unnﬂ*tbau, A )

6. Ioformeiion and sapoort ror new kinds ol sibspal-left
olitical comlstichs ang inveprated-issue politleal campalgns
N AQOIGIO0!5 LO HAE-SC POJLGiCE ANG GIVi) TLENLS CATLALENS, G
Louisville Congr=azionsl -ace and Texas nancrrvth coslitlon.
I% was tha Taeling of Shoaes siudentd attending the Nashvills
meeSing that the support and =ueoiragement of SNGC is necessary
to bring mors Southern studente inuec the movewnsnt.



http://sti.rlo.nts
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Thus, those stundants from predominantly white ecampuses,
meeting at the first meeting of the Southern 8 udent Organizing
Committee, have expressed a loyalty to SNCC, arnd wish to find
ways to work wl th SNCC, through SNCC, and for SNCC. Some ways
in which SNCC could be expanded to meet the needs expressed
in the preceeding six polnt program are as follows:

1. Dgvelopment of publicity and educational materials aimed
at the moderate or 1lsclated student--both regarding what 8NCC
is doing and what they can do where they are to help SNCC.
This means talloring the Southern white student project to
working with campus groups to meet these needs. This means
allocating definite supportive roles--fund-ralsing, research,
publicity, ate., to meat these people.

2. Co=-sponsoring and participating 1n workshops and
conferences with other groups (8SDS, NSA, AF3C) to promote
interest in total social change for the South building on the
defeat of segrsgatlion.

3+ Urging the National Council of Churches to expand
the Berea summer training program in lste June to provide
for "tracks"™ on community organizing in non-deep South
communities and in the poor white communities.

L. Civil rights sction snd community organizing action--
building srcund the campus based situation. Urging the
expansion of the SNCC educatlonal program (with the cooperstion
of Myles Horton) bto encompass campus action and community
organization.

The assumption of the April 3-5 meeting was that the
Continuations Commitiee would meet with bthe BHOC Execubive
Commitives on April 19 to wewk ovl mutually satisfacbory
"divisieon of labor." This could range from the complete
absorption of S50CYs proposals lmmedlately into SNCC to the
complete indepeudence of S30C from the SHCC program.





