
URGEMT 

April 11 1964 

AC'l'IOW i•:Jl;J:iO: Gffi.Ei''T100D, t!ISSISSIPPI 

We deaperately need your help: Ae Southern Senai;ora f.ilibuster 
the 1964 Civil Rights hill in Washington D.C., and as Senator 
Eastland (D. Mis;;,,) ]?lays a leading rolA in lobbying agains·t 
bill, police of.ficials in Greenwood, Mississippi, some 50 miles 
·from Eastland I s home town, continue to harras:i and intimidate 
CNCC workers there. A com]?lete fact sheet on eveynts is enclose!i. 

The legal signifj:cance of the events in Greemv-ood is threef'old.: 
the denial of the right to picket on city streets is in direct 
oppos.ition to 1st amendment guarantees; civil rights statutes 
nrake it illegal te interfere with legitimate voter registration 
activity; the Federal Government initiated a voting suit in 
Gt'eenwood on March 3.0, 1963 asking for a temporary restraining 
order .enjoining intimidation of voters and further detention and 
prosecution of those arrested on March 27, 19·63 ANO then on 
April 4 withdpew its request for a temporary restraining o;i:-der 
and f-0r the release of those in jail. In addition a federal 
suit was initiated askiP.g for a permanent injunction against 
Greenwood officials. That suit was to have been hear_c.i in 
September 1963 but is still pending in federal court. 

IT IS ABSOLUTELY CRITICAL THAT \'IE FOCUS NATIONAL ATTENTION ON 
THE PRESENT HARRASSMENT, INTIMIDATION AND DENIAL OF CONSTITU'­
TTONAL RIGHTS TO THE CITIZBNS OF LEFLORE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 
as one example of the continual harrassment, intimidation and 
brutalit.y that occurs in the Southern States. 

WE NEED YOU TO: 

l. Organize a demonstration or sympathy picket at federal buildings 
all over the nation protesting the fede.ral government's inaction 
when it clearly has the right to intervene to protect per.sons 
in the process of' registering to vo,te or peacerul picketing. 

Pickets may take place at any federal post of1'1ce, FBI office, 
any branch ,r the Justice Department (US Attorney's office) 
er any federal building. Leaflets should be prepared in 
advanc.e to 1n1'o!'m the press and passers-by of the reasons 

for your effort. 

2. Arrange to send a delegation of' local lawyers to speak 
personally with the US At-torney in your city, asking that 
be telephone a list of demands directly to Robert Kennedy 
in Washington. SPECIFICALLY WE ARE ASKING THAT THE GREENWOOD 
OFFICIALS BE ARRESTED under Section 594, Title 18 of the U.S. 
Code (1948) which reads as follows: 

"Whoever intimidates, threatens, coerces, or attempts to 
intim.ida te, threaten, oz, coerce, -any 0th.er person f'or 
the purpose of interfering with the right of- such 
other person to vot~ ....•. shall be f'ined not more than 
$1 1000 er imprisoned nr,t More than one' year, or both," 



I .. ; ,. +-' 
n C- ll.t.'~- ~., , 1,·vC '-'10n 

(1951) gives the FB­
vh ich are called for 
laws of the US. 

;5052, Title lf' of the US C'od•e 
po·ver to make any 'lrres:ts 
tx;cause of vioh tir-, of the 

It '.s clear that injunctions are no longer effective 
fo.r vrhen they are obtained, as in the case of Reg­
-1strar '.I'beron Lynd of Forrest County, 1'11isslssippi 1 
intimidation and brutality c'.ntinued. 

5. Organize your friends and associates to write and telegram 
the Justice Department, the !ittorney General, the Pr,~s-
1dent and the Civil Rights Commission demanding that the 
Greenwood .officials be arrested under this section of the 
US Code and that those now in jail be re leased. You 
should get important people in the community to send 
night letters immediately and have others write Lf t11ey 
cannot afford to 1\d. re, 

4. Consistently pressure your local newspapers for adequate 
cover.age of news. Continually keep wire services on 
their toes by your pres::;ure. Call the local UPI and 
AP desl{S and ask for the Greenwood story if local papel:S 
say that nothing is coming over llbe wire:, for UP.I and 
AP are required to send out the story if subscribers 
ask for it; often the Southern offices of UPI and AP 
hold-,ur civil .rights news until such requests come 
f'rmn the North. 

5, Keep your Congressmen in:(ormed, and especlially urge 
your legislators to speak for the floors of their 
respective brdies denouncing the use of intimidation 
and repression to keep people fro,rr registering to vot~. 

6, Recognize that a new political weapon has been Eleve 1 -

oped by Ilississippl of.t'icials: arrestmng pe0ple on 
trumped up traffic violations. for which fines ranging 
from iso to \,150 are levied. 8ecause vre have a res­
ponsibility to our stai'f to get them out of.' jail, ther.e 
is a constant drain on our financial resources, In 
addition, families in the Delta are in continual need 
of fdlod and clothing and our field offices must be 
staffed and funded. Use thl.s opuortuni ty to raise, 
some funds so that we can continue the struggle ... 

Note: "le a:re planning some action at the .Justice Depa- t­
ment offices in l'fashlngton; this makes, it doubly 
·importan·~ for you to plf).n something 1n your 
local area AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, 

Will you help to ensure that Negroes trying to regi.ster to 
vote (ti::ie overwhelming majority for the first time in their 
lives) 'llli. 11 be guaranteed this essential right, 1,i, thout 
.fear of violence, losl;l of jobs and other intirnld-ation? 

For Further (,/,ues.tions Contact: 

ST®ENT NOlTVI0LENT GOORDlJJATING CO~U'IIT'IEE 
Bi .kaym ,,vi Str<Jet, tl. W. 

Atlanta 14, Geo.r·gia 
688-0:531 




