"Freedom Day™ (February £8) in Csnton, Mississippi, saw over
300 Negroes stand in line o register in this state's largest registration
sttenpt, Negroes from all over rural Madisen County (which is 72% Negre)
waited at the county courthouse between 3 snd 5 hours in the chilly air,
Registrar L, Foote Campbell admitted only five to take the registration
test, lls told them they would be notified by mail “in about 30 days®
whether they had passed ths test, Despite Canton's history of vioclenoe
and harassment, insluding shootings, beatings and |Loss of jJobs, there
were only minor insldents as more than © pelice patrolled the streets,
The shotgun and tear gas equipped police - oity, sotaty, state, special
and some from othor counties « preven ,___w erowds :ﬂt ookers from
gathering., As each Negre mm,/gé: m\nu he was asked hies name,
address and business at the w&“&:/‘;/ﬂ: residents of Madlison oounty
2l years old snd over were lowed to rémain on the courthouse grounds.
Meny of the lNegroes were é and :;b\ﬂ\:sm in their 70's and 80"s.
A group of 15 ministers | the lm,NL ondl Councilref @hurehes and agmts
ru:th-l!!ndw artment werc present as observers.

The pégistration drive, organised by OORE and SNOC, under the
strusture of 54 ! ( ]nr federated Organizations in Mississippl), was

viewsd as & n-W' leaders. Said OORE field secretary Dave Demnis,
"Today was a dramatisation showing that the Negro pecple in rural Mlese
issippl want to vete and are willing te risk harassment and intimidation
in order to register.""The only thing preventing them from registering is
the unwillingness of local officlals to let them register, Dennis said
the drive would continue with smaller groups for at lesst the next several
weeks, Additionsl large demonstrations were a "definite possibility,"

ha saild,

“Many more people could have taken the test,” Dennis stated, "if
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county eoffiocials had heeded our request for additional reglstrers on
Freedom Day." "They managed to obtaln plenty of extra police,"

Dennis said & new strategy was being used in Mississippl, one of preventin
inoidents during publicised events but still not reglstering Negroes.
Because of this, he said, many people think that vielence and bLrutality
have lessened in Mississippl and that Negrees are being allowed to
register. Demnis ealled both impressioens ur; m .

On Fridasy evening a Negro tumm lu.hn h“, 17, of Canton
was arrested for hmimg violating a court lrl!n' by ‘bﬂ.dd around the Freedom
House (office and residence of civil nmn nrhﬂj. Esce had been
arrested on January 23 for diltr!.,li'iﬂitn; 1ilﬂ.-‘hl without s permit,
violating an ordinance pu:.l by Ganton on hnmr:' 21 to combat an
effective selective buylng mlm qt _g;n l-;nn. He was released by
$amamkiax juvenile court on wl hhlﬂ-:r and instructed net to take part
in sny oivil rights lltlﬂft{“. B

At h;;- news cor / on Friday in Jackson, Governor Paul B,
Johnson urged l‘x@\am to l!l, awgy from demonstrations, saying that
such matters "should 56 16ft in the hands of law enforcement officers."

He pdded, "When l4+lﬂ.m such &s these arise, when the agltators make
a speotacle of th&lhu. I'd 1ike to see the people laugh,"

Apparently with Canton in #ind, the state legislature on
Wednesday,February 26 passed a bill providing for "mutual sssistance pacts”
" among Mississippi cities, The bill provides for sities to pool "personnel,
equipment, supplies and material™ % combat natural disasters and for the
"prevention md alleviation of riots, or clvil disturbences of the peace
and tranquility within such municipalities." The act provided that it
should be "liberally construed" to serve ita purposes. The presence in
Canton of pelice from other counties indigates that the bill was befing put
te prompt use,
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The legislature alse passed a bill allowing cities te restriet
the movesent of any citisens. The bill provides that in erder "to protect
property, health and lives and to enhsnce the general welfare of the

comshni ty" municipslities may "restriet the movements of the oltigens, er
G
any group thereof, of suchmuniocipalities when there 1is mg,dnjnpr to

the public safety beoause of freedom of movemant thereof," On the day
after Fpeodom Day, Saturdey, February 20, Canton Mayor L, Stm ley Matthews

"

declared a 10 FM gurfew for all oitisens, 0y

A third bill passed by the :I.-silllvn:ﬁ;lut- week| was introduced
by state senator B4 Heary from Oanten. Osnton's --lnutkﬁ'm campe gn
2% agalnst 21 stores and three pnaag;,.ﬂ"ﬁ;\;u fALnt week and 1s about
90% effective, Senator Henry's uiq'énuu- ."?ntuu of up to §$500 and
six monthe in county jall “if t{ ""ﬁ'_’f lhlilt};_‘irlm: and maliciously
print, ciroculate or dlstribute" E\;\‘ﬁﬁ‘iﬁl}-ﬁnm to "wilfully and
maliclously interfere with, or prevent another from exercising a lawful

trade or cslling, or engsging in lyﬁl use and enjoyment of his property."
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Additionsl Cmn ton

1. On Saturday Feb. tocd in line &t the eourthouse from
10 AM to 12 noon. ted to take the test. There were ne
incidents and a lobt, but not quite as many as Friday, of police,

£« On NMonday, March 2 rge Raumend was arrested. Jliot sure why, but believe
s R Be Sinionth Beyestios Mogsss Mg Sbeck ta Casies:

Se s B yoo 8 High Sehocl im Cantenj abeut

1400 of 1700 stayed outs It was by the students then selves.

They have 13 demends (will get and hope % meet with or, Supere
intendant and pr incipsl on . e

4 The Fsoo situation i2 being looked into,

5¢ ¥ o arrests for curfew violations thet we know of,
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