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LARQBST MISS. VOTER REGISTRATION ATTEMPT IN CANTON 

"Freedom Day* (February 28) in Canton, Miss iss ippi , saw over 

500 Negroes stand in l i n e te r e g i s t e r in t h i s s t a t e ' s l a rges t r e g i s t r a t i o n 

a t tempt . Negroes from a l l over rural Madison County (which i s 72% Negro) 

waited a t the county courthouse between 5 end 5 hours In the c h i l l y a i r * 

Regiet rar L. Foots Campbell admitted only f ive to take the r e g i s t r a t i o n 

t e s t . He told them they would be no t i f i ed by mail " in about 30 days" 

whether they had passed the t e s t . Despite Canton's h i s to ry of violence 

and harassment. Including shootings, beatings ana lioss of jobs , there 

were only minor incidents as more than S) pol ice pa t ro l l ed the s t r e e t s . 
/ — . _ _ _ j i 

The shotgun and tear gas equipped police - c i t y , county, s t a t e , speolal 

and some from other counties * prev©n^ed;ifcay crowds oX.honleokers from 

gather ing . As each Negro took his place i n l i n e he was asked h is name, 
/ / J j 

address and business e t the courthouse. /4n iy r e s iden t s of Madison county 

21 years old and over were allowed teNjremain on the courthouse grounds. 

many of the Negroes were ev and ©verj wo'Hm wore in t h e i r 70 ,a and SO's. 

A group of 15 minis ters .from the National Council ef Churches and agente 

from the FBI and Juetioe iWartment^werc present as observers . 

The r e g i s t r a t i o n d r i v e , organised by GORE and SNCC, under the 

s t ruc tu re of Ccbo (CeuncijUof federated Organisations in Miss i s s ipp i ) , was 

viewed as a suocfs j i^b j j^ i l e a d e r s . s«id CORE f i e l d secretory lave Dennis, 

"Today was a dramatisat ion showing tha t the Negro people in r u r a l Miss* 

i s s ipp i want to vote and are wi l l ing te r i s k harassment and int imidat ion 

in order to r e g i s t e r . ""The only thing preventing then from r e g i s t e r i n g i s 

the unwillingness of loca l o f f i c i a l s to l e t the® r e g i s t e r . Dennis said 

the drive would continue with samller groups for a t l e a s t the next several 

weeks. Additional la rge demonstrations were a "def ini te p o s s i b i l i t y , " 

he sa id . 

"many more people could have taken the t e s t , " Dennis s t a t e d , " if 
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county o f f i c i a l s had heeded our request for addi t ional r e g i s t r a r s on 

Freedom Day." "They managed to obtain plenty of extra p o l i c e . " 

Dennis said a new s t ra tegy was being used in Miss i ss ipp i , one of preventing 

inoldents during publicized events but s t i l l not r eg i s t e r ing Negroes, 

Because of n i l s , he sa id , many people think t h a t violence and b r u t a l i t y 

have lessened in Mississippi and tha t Negroes are being allowed to 

r e g i s t e r . Dennis cal led both Impressions "very^fa lse ." 

On Friday evening a Negro teenager, Milton Esoo, 17, of Canton 
i J 

was a r res ted for mmkxx. v io l a t ing a court order by being around the Freedom 

Bouse (office and residence of c i v i l r i g h t s werkers j . Isc© had been 

a r r e s t ed on January 23 for d i s t r i b u t i n g l e a f l e t s without a permit, 

v io l a t ing an ordinance passed by Canton on January 21 to combat an 
<\ J! 

ef fec t ive se lec t ive buying campaign>ef_ the Negroes. He was released by 

flsvewTtsx juvenile court on good behavior and ins t ruc ted not to take par t 

in any o i v i l r i g h t s a c t i v i t i e s , yy 

At h}.s news conf©renee;/en Friday in Jackson, Governor Paul B. 

Johnson urged cXtlsens to s tay awsjy from demonstrations, saying t h a t 

such matters "shouljd^Bs l e f t in the hands of law enforcement o f f i c e r s . " 

He added, "When s i tua t ions such as these a r i s e , when the a g i t a t o r s make 
j J 

a spectacle of themselves, I r d l i ke to eee the people laugh," 

Apparently with Canton in Hind, toe s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e on 

Wednesday,February 26 passed a b i l l providing for "mutual ass i s tance pac ts" 

among Mississ ippi c i t i e s . The b i l l provides for c i t i e s to pool "personnel, 

equipment, supplies and mater ia l" te combat na tura l d i s a s t e r s and for the 

"prevention aid a l l e v i a t i o n of r i o t s , or c i v i l disturbances of the peace 

and t r a n q u i l i t y within such munic ipa l i t i e s . " The ac t provided tha t i t 

should be " l i b e r a l l y construed" to serve i t s purposes. The presence in 

Canton of pel loe from other counties indica tes that the b i l l was baling put 

to prompt use. 
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The l e g i s l a t u r e also passed a b i l l allowing c i t i e s to r e s t r i c t 

toe movement of any c i t i z e n s . The b i l l provides tha t in order "to p ro tec t 

property, hea l th and l i ve s and to enhance the general welfare of the 

commanity" munic ipa l i t ies may " r e s t r i c t the movements of the c i t i z e n s , er 

any group thereof, of suehmunici p a l l t i e s when there i s eminent^ danger to 

the public safety because of freedom of movement thereof," On the day 

a f t e r Freedom Day, Saturday, February 29, Canton Mayor L. Stai ley Matthews 

declared a 10 PM curfew for a l l c i t i z e n s . /^.—-~^X 

A th i rd b i l l passed by the l e g i s l a t u r e l a s t week\was introduced 

by s t a t e senator Ed Henry from Canton. Can tone's s e l ec t ive buying campaign 

xx agains t 21 s tores and three products ^ t e ~ i ^ i t 8 ninlJi week and i s about 

90$ e f f e c t i v e . Senator Henry's b i l l provides p e n a l i t i e s of up to |500 and 

s ix months in county j a i l " i f any person sha l l /w i l fu l l y and maliciously 

p r i n t , c i r cu l a t e or d i s t r i b u t e " any mater ia l designed to "wilful ly and 
\ \ 

maliciously interfere with, or^prevent^another from exerolsing a lawful 

trade or calling, or engaging in lawf̂ ri use and enjoyment of his property," 

\s~yy 
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A d Hollander 

Additional Canton informations 
1. On Saturday Feb. 2©, 25 Negroes stood In l i ne a t the courthouse from 

10 AM to IS noon. Two were admitted to take the t e s t . There were ne 
incidents and a l o t , but not qu i te as many as Friday, of polioe* 

2 . On Monday, March 2 George Raumond was a r r e s t e d , liot sure why, but bel ieve 
for bad brakes and fau l ty muffler on f r i e n d ' s car he was d r iv ing . 

3 . Monday, March 2 , students boycotted Rogers High School in Canton} about 
1400 of 1700 stayed out . I t was organised by the students than se lves . 
They have 13 demands (wi l l get copy! and hope to meet with sfeyor. Super­
intendent and pr inc ipa l on Wednesday. 

4 . The Esc© s i t ua t i on la being looked i n t o . 
5 . N o a r r e s t s for curfew v io la t ions t ha t we know of. 
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