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This is fl r e port submitted t o the Mississippi !.dvisory CoiTJIYlitte 
t o the United Sta tes Commi ssion on Civil Rights at ~ meeting 
held March 18, 19~. It i s filed on bch~lf of the state ' s 
950 ,000 Negroes . It is written from the view point o f t hose 
who li'r c ~10rkc rs f or tho end of r acicl discrimination ond s egre ­
gation in Miss issippi, for the cncour~gcment of the oxceroise 
by Negroes in Mississippi , ~f the ir r~rht t o vote ~na· t o r eg­
i ster to vote , ond for the excorcisc t'nd preservation of civil 
rights gen~ra ll y in Mississ ippi , whe ther such persons are pa id 
or not pa id t o act os such workers. 

The purpose o f t bis r eport is : 

1) To.·indicr t e t o the Advisory Committee , (o) that ther e is 
a need f or g r ea t er public ew~ reness in regard to deni ol 
of civil ri ghts Pnd civil libertie s f or Negr oes and f or 
pers ons ~1ho nre working to end ·r ac i a l discrimim~ t ion in 
Mississippi , and (b) that the Advisory Committee could 
fulfi l e vital need by issuing frequently r e ports , for 
ne tionwide dis tribution , informihg the notion ~:~ t l arge 
or those deni als . 

2 . To submit to the t. dvisory Committee material which will 
give it o substantial basis for petition~ng the U. S. 
Commission on Civil Rights t o hold hearings . in Mississippi, 
ond 

3. To indic~ te t o the ~dvisory Committee the ov~rwhclmlng 
nocd f or greater f oder e l rove rnmcnt activity in Miss issippi, 
if the rights and livos o f Nogro~s e r e t o be insur~d. 

Thi s r eport has bten propor ed by : 
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1017 Lynch Street 
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THE MANIA FOR INTIMIDAT ING 

Southwestern fUss 1ssippi : 

Acts of int1m1d~t1on toke many forms : For example , the coming 
·of the New Ycor markod th~ r eor ganizat i on o f the Klu Klux Klan 
in Southwestern Mississippi; in addition , Nvgr ocs have been 
be~ten, shot , end murde r ed Pnd noassa ilents have as yot been 
discovered or brought to justi ce . 

McComb 

On the eveni ng of January 9, 1964 there we r e se ver al instances 
of shooti ng in tho MoGomb area , The pleces shot into included: 

H.C, Wells 1 Grocer y (hol e in window) 
Carter 's Shoe Shop (hole in window) 
~~s. Al yene Quinn's homo i n Summit, 
Also : Mr . I s ador e Carter' s home was shot into 

on \-lednc. sday evening (Jonuary 8 , 1964) (two l a r ge hole s in 
a picturo wi ndow. ) 

Speculations about tho causo , or the oc casion, of the shootings 
conclude thAt tho gener a l progrl'm of votc,r registration had 
dist urbed the unrul y whi to population , Thu immedia te occasion 
was oppl' r ontly tho televised addresses of Pres ident Johns on 
(Sta te. of the Uni on Speech) 8nd Charle s Evers , Miss i ss i ppi Field 
Secrot~> ry for the NAACP which wer e t e l evised into the Ar en on 
Wl·dnesday e vening , Mr. Evers w11s spaRking in r ebuttal of 
Jackaon : Ma yor f·llcn Thompson 's ePrlier spooch about consumer ' s 
boycott in Jackson, The purpose of the shooting wa s apparently 
t o discou r age Nogr o peopl e fr om payi ng poll t axe s and r egiste ring. 
About fifty or sixty hf! VO tri ed since Novomber . 

Mr , Corter , whosv home Pnd shoe shop we r o fired i nto , r eported 
tha t the sheriff (Pi ke County sbo:.riff Warren) cFlme into h i s 
business Friday morning (JanuAry 10) and sa id tha t be had' 
cel.l.ght' f-ur white men ; but wo\]ld not g ivv the ir namc::s . Mr. H. C. 
Wel l s , whose grocer y store wr s shot i nto s e i d, t hot he ~taw a 
white Corvair go by Pt the t i me of the shoo ting , and it was 
going s o t ast thP.t he v os unPble to tell anything more . 

Notes on conve rs a tion with H. C. Wells : 

"Shoot i ng happened l'lbout 5:15 P. M.---hcerd no 
sound from the car, ,. \mlto Corveir--it wa s 
travelling f nst ••• my stor e front , gl Ps s window, 
fell in , sending g l os s rrrgments as f l'lr es five 
feet , The shot cf'me fr~m the brck of the cor 
going uphill. 11 When ~skpd · a s t o why · · .one would 
wont t c shoot up his pl~ c~ of bus i ness, Mr . Wells 
s Pl d thP t he believed t b r t "someone just wented 
some t hinG t o do end shootinf up o c~lorcd neigh­
borhood WPS somcthinr t o do . " 



Nctchoz 

On Fcbrucry 18, 1964. /.rch ic Curtis of N!'tchez r e ceived e phone 
call a t 12 :45 t . M. He wa s t o l d t o go out t o Pa l e stine RoAd 
and go " two miles pest the blr ek top'' whc.r e "n man t.lith a l entcr n 
wi ll be waiting t o show you tho way t o Hemry Goodman's h ouse . " 
(He wos t old thr t Mrs . Goodman ha d hnd r h eart a t ta ck and 
needed en nmbnl nnco ) 

Curtis went out t o Pale stino Ron d ns requeste d , a ccompanied by 
Willi e J ackson A·fter go ing two mile s past tho bla ck top , they 
did not see anyone wi th a light , Curtis c l ew his hor n . ~ 
cor pul l e d up b eh i .nd the ombulenoe . Two white men go t cut of 
t he 1<-ft side and t wo whi te men ~ot out of the rig:ht s i de , 
All f our lm d white hoods over t h e i r herds , One h od o gun in 
h i s h and . Curtis and J a ckson were t old to get out of the am­
bulanc e . Curtis t old them t o go away because h e h ad no t ime 
f o r f oo l ishness . Curtis told tllom "he was l oo•tng f or a Mr . 
Goodman, One o f t he f our white men s a i d , " I ' m Henry Goodman. 
I om the ono who ce l l e d yo u r c r An l'lmbult'l nc e --And damn' i t , 
I want you t o get out . " !.ne ther of the f our me n wa lked over 
t o the driver ' s R1 nl'l nf' -t:)o .. , n "h in 1 " n~.l •. .,.h. .. U vu•·~~::t , Wh~J e 

pointing a @'lm uL h im, 118 i dn ' l! yo u beer h im say got out?" 
Curtis tUJ•ned t o get out --they c 11ugllt his hand e nd hit his 
hand pit.. t !ou· L ts got out of the ambul ence , he was t old t o t Ake 
of'"' h~S glosses . Curtis wAs slow getting them off; one of the 
men g r nbbod tht.~m and threw them nway . Next Curtis r.nd J Pckson 
wer e bli ndfolde d and carrie d t o tho whi te menra cnr, pushed i n 
tho c er , Both Curt is and J a ckson were put in tho trent of 
tho e r r nnd dri ve n down t o o field ce lled Duck Pond . Thoy 
wer e t old t o go t cut of tho cnr i n Duck Pond1 whi ch the-y did; 
they we re t old t o remove their clothe s . They rofuaed, A£t er 
boing hit 11 two o r three t ime s ," they dr oppe d their pnnta . 
Curt i ss wa s t old t o h11nd ove r h i s NAI•CP cnrd , Curtis r eplied 
by saying h e d i dn 1 t hP ve e NtJ.OP cPr d . He we a told " yes , you 
have 1md thAt demn West has e NAI CP cBrd t oo . " Curtis SAi d 
"I don't think We st ha s one " Curtis and J Ackson wer e t old t o 
l i e on the i r stoma chs And ~hon thoy wer e beAten. One of the 
f oul' men suggested kill ing t l:lem- - but ano ther ar i d no 11 l et s 
Just l c,vo thorn he re . " Curtis end J ackson wont to a fre1nds 1 

h ouse end got a r i do into town. 

In Genera l 

There hevo boon a t l en st five Negr oe s murde r e d in Southwest ern 
Mississippi since tho ye~:~r • s (1964 ) beg i nnins . None of them 
h av e boon s olved and a ll seom t o hrve r ncir l vve rtc-ncs : 

Lewis Al l e tt wa s kill ed on Februa ry 1, 1964. He wa s shot in 
the f ace wl~h a sho t gun a t n i ght os he deported from his 
mot o r vehicle . 

Thr ee pocpl o wcr o f ound de~ d in t he ir ~utomobilc , Carbon 
Monoxided ho de~ th , however, thoy a l s o hPd bullet hol es in 
thorn, 



A Mr . Walke r wos nlso f ound doa d in Southwestern Miss issippi, 
an o bvi ous murder , the c!l s e still rema ins '"unsolved ." 

Ther e hnve been a ~ountless 
Wnlthf' ll r nd Pike counties . 
the re - eme r gence of the KLU 

number of cross burnings in !unite , 
Mony fee l this is the r esult of 

KLUX XIJ1N i n Southwestern Mississippi . 

In Frvnkl i n County brrricndes h~ ve be en put in t he middle of 
the street and NeGr oes h r ve not been permi tted t o pass. 

JACKSON MISSISSIPPI : 

IntimidP. ticn t okes n differ ent f orm 1n s ophisticP. t e d metro­
politAn J ackson . In Jncksop t he c1t1 111 mayor is l ar gely the 
inttmidn ting f orce nnd he does it underthe pret ext of woging 
a wa r aga inst t hose who he pro1'ers t o r ef er t o As "egi ta t ors 
from outside." 

Whe t is cllusi.ng epprhension in the minds of civil rights workers 
presently in thG stete is tha t during the summer of 1964 hundreds 
of college students rre plonning t o como t o Mississippi ond 
most will probably pnss through Jackson. The ma yor s eems to 
manifest the attitude of a mayor whos e city is a bout t o be in­
vndod by nn alien ormored division whose purpose 1s t o t al destruc t i i 
r nther than co llege students who hove a dewire t o work on votor 
r egistr <>tio·n , educational, and re- training progrnms . His 
words · J f ollows: 

"We're r ondy f or them ••• We 1 ve got the stuf'f ••• I 1 m going t o 
use c vt. ry f orce necessPr y t o keep the.m from getting out o f 
hand . I don ' t w11nt t o do· it . My purpose is t o mainta in l aw 
ond order in this ci ty. Anythinc they bring in wo c t'ln hnndlo." 

The mayor will no doublt be ~ble t o handle everything thAt i s 
brought in, see ing r.s he ha s prep~ red f or o sm~ll wor and tho 
only t h ing those students who do como to Mi ssissipPi will be 
bring ing with thorn are knowledBe end skills , thnt they desire 
t o 1mpnrt t o unskille d, unt duc~ ted, poverty stricken Negroes. 

Mayor Thompson can r e ly on o strong pol i ce f orc e- c i t y policemen , 
city employte s who can be pressed into duty a s officers, sheriff's 
de putie s nnd a cordon of str te highwa y patrolmen. 

The pride of h is f orce is a spc ci&l riot control cnr known 
l oca lly !1S "Thompson ' s Ttmk~ It c an carry 10 policemen nnd 
tw drive r .s· i n t o a crowd--sho t R.u.ns b~stliiitf out · of "6un ··POi"tS'/' · w·w- ,gas end othor woopons infldt. . 

J a ckson ha s 400 policemen mostly t ougn young r ecruits who have 
j o ined the f orce in the l ast yer r or s o , Pnd is adding 35 mor e l 



Lnst ycPr l1nyc r Thompson bought 200 shot r uns . Fifty moro 
are ordered. Shotguns lo~ dcd with b~ckshot Pr e mounted on 
mot orcyclE> officers' vehicl£- s "nd Cl'lrrie d in pll tro l cPrs, 
Ric.t helmets Pnd g~s m~sks hnve been acquire d f or ever y officer . 

Two city trucks hn ve been ~;~quipped with scPrchlights snd con­
verted into troop cf!rriers. Three flPt-bt:d tr~> 11or trucks are 
now wire - enclosed pPddy w~gons f er hauling Pwsy demonstrAt ors 
in wholesale l ots . 

P.nd the Ml'yor delightedly decll'res, "there's no way f or them 
to win"---h o ha s reforoncc t o the summer "invnders . " 

THE FREE!Xl 11 VOTE 

From the "frc c.dom vote" c Pmpnign which w.:! s h r. ld durin!' Octo ber 
nnd Novt:.mb(.r of 1963 nmplc €-Vidence is offered to substantiate 
tho assert i on thAt nny person who i s engaged in r.ny nctivit7, 
r cgardlo ss of bow hP- r mless it seems on tho surfnce , thnt attempts 
to or gAnize Negr oe s politicolly, runs tho risk of being im­
prisoned on oven kille d • 

. • 



Anti - Negr o l l'ws which nre undeni rbly unc.-nstitutionPl heve 
been pPssed this ycer. Some instnnce s of th~ legisl~ ture s 
activiti e s t h i s yePr Pre: 

JANU! RY 15, 1964 ••• 

House AdDpted l'nd sent t c the: Senfl t e a r E. s ol ution memorial izing 
Congr ess t o def eRt the pending civil rights bill , 

Rep, c.c . Bulloo~ of Hnrrison County offer ed tne r osc lution nnd 
s a id members of the Congr ess were 11 bombRrded by tho i nsistent 
vo ice of t he minority" ond the state should m<> ko its fee lings 
known, 

The r e solution was requeste d by Ross Bf'rnett in h i s f ar ewell 
address . The r e.s olution sAid: "The posaP.ge of this bill 
further inv11ding the rights of the 'stPtes t o ~;cvorn t nemselves 
e.nd sLlve their own problems would do irre pPr eble dl'mPr e to 
thu a lre ndy critica l r ace relfl tions , would widen the bree ch 
olreP.dy brought about by efforts t o f orce A s ocial merger of 
incompatible ele.ments of society, end would give untold impe tus 
t o the strife and turm.oil th11t hAs t orn our nntion !' sunder ,, , 11 

The resol ution was passed unanimously . 

Jt, NUARY 22, 1964 •• ,. 

Sonet ors s ppr -.> ved e bill by Sena t or Ed Henry of Csnt on W:).ich 
would allow Mndison County t o incrco se its county patro lmen 
frcm one t o three in tho f~ ce of expected r 8clnl trouble s there . 

The Sone to went into r committee of the whol e gave a sw1~t 
e pprov~ l t o the bill presente d by Senr t or H~nry which would 
permit Madison County to incre~ se its ccunt y pr trol f orce f r om 
one t o throe men. 

Henry s a id that the new prtr~ lmen· would be da pute d P.nd used t o 
help control expected r acial demonstrr t i , ns in Canton , Mi ssissippi, 
where Negr o int0rsrntion l el' ders recently cel l ed f or P boycott 
of Nhite mElrchents . 

Jl.~lUARY 23 , 1964 ••• • 

Sena t e gave final npprovnl t o House resolution memorirlizing 
Concre s s t o de£e r t tho pe nd i nr civil rights legislr ticn , 

FEBRU/ RY 6 , 1964 

Sennt o rs Argue~ over whether citie s should be a l l owed t o im­
pos e stiffer ponPlties on persons who violate their ordinances . 
Senat or Bill r.m·nwny o f Le l C> nd , ha d the meAsur e t abl ed when 
controversy nrose i n c>r der t o give senn t or s time t o prepere 
NitClndment s . 



Tne bill would ~llow incrGPs ing m~ximum fine s from t1oo.oo 
t o $300 e no jR11 s e.n·tono~ s f':t'om 30 t o 90 d"ys . CarRway said 
the present limits h P.v o " pr cve n in.,deque t e in the di.ffioul -
tie s we b Pve hPd ove r the sta t e , " ,~n e pprront r e f erence t o 
r a cial domc. nstrr tions .. He s n i d the present system is espe c i a lly 
in effective when judges r re deP ling with repc~t offendttrs . 

Sovero l sena t 0rs questioned him ab,,ut tho right t o r. triAl by 
jury with the: stiffE-r pen alties , Cora w!'y sll i d the cities would 
object t o jury trit~ls in cit.y cc urt becAUse of incre,sed E:! X­

pcnses . "They could c..e t " jury tril" l 'by a ppenling t o county 
court ," he sold , 

l.a more llmcndmel)ts wore suggol? tcd , Corpwr.y moved t o l~y tho 
bill on t ho t a bl e sub j ect t o call. 

FEBRU/ RY 12, 1964 •••• 

Tho Hississippi Sencte r ammed t hroub}:l o bill Wcdnesdny. 4-44 
making it unlfl wful f e r Any pcrsnns to willfully or m:'llic i ously 
distribute litera ture cnll inb f o r tr~ de boyc0tts . 

Seno t o r Ed. Henry ~f Canton r nd o ther s ~ffcred the mer.sur e 
with Henry t e rming it the c f:f'.spri ng o f meeting with f cur 
attorney gene r n ls and the ,judi e i .ory ccrnmi t t eo . 

Henry's a r e n o f Canton hes bean hit by civil rights nr oups 
c alling on Necr oe s t o boycott mercha nt s ~nd busines smen tha t 
do ne t eff ord Negr oes aqual opportunity of service ~ and em­
ployment , 

Senator W. V, Jones r-. f Waync s b<.o r o snid ho felt t.h e bill wa::~ 
unconstituticnal. on i ts f ac e, I"Dd t ermed i t a "with but·uing 
bill." J <: n t:: s s P id the b ill wa s on infring€m&nt <'n A person ' s 
right t o freedom of spe!lch, He SP.id , "we can' t be putting n 
bill on tho b0oks which will bo lrnt!WktHl onl. on o nmd;1 tntionnl 
grounds ," 

J one s s r. i d h e wps !l soE;rcg"tionist , but the boyco tt bill wl' s , 
"ambiguous Dnd should nvt be pnssed , 11 It wPs sent t o tho s enate , 

FFBRU.' RY 2S , 1964 , •• 

Sen F.l t o r Edwin Pittm"n of Hntticsburt; t c ld his uppe r house colla­
quos TuesdPy the y should dcmond invcst ig~ tion of the presence of 
fivo Negr oe s l~ st weok a t a Unive rsity of Mississippi prosr Pm. 

11 I h o pe t o find out why the f i ve people wore a dmitted , 11 Pi ttma.n 
S'1l d . . 

He l a t e r s r id ho mi ght introduce o resolu t i on cell ing on in­
vostig,.t i on or ques tion Univ e-rsity officia ls whon t h ey appePr 
with money r eque s t s f e r tho ne xt biennium bofor o tho Appro pi e tions 
Committee . 



The aennt e edj curn6d until ~ftor hc~rinG ~ report from the Muni­
cipalitie s Committee reccmrnending poss Pge ot s bill to give 
cities tho right t o tJntorcc any noe:dod po l i ce r egul f' tions 11to 
restrain movement s of individur"ls undur certnin circumstances ." 

Ba ckers of the proposAl said it ~ro uld pc.rmit en.f'C> r cement of 
eurf~ws in r ccilly troubl~d times . 

FEBRU/.RY 27, 1964,. , • 

The Mississippi House of Representatives approved n SonP.te bill 
f ixing heAVy pen~ lties ~gc1nst persr ns who print cr circulRte , 
willfully or malici ously litoroturo designed t c interfer e with 
free trode, It pnssed 74-32 but not before it became involve d 
in o heAted debate over proposed amendments t o excuse l Pbor 
activitie s from the me~>s_ur~ . -Tn-c ~u:r:t'ollls:""tc;. ' punhrhln&nt t 
~P ·_prison. t'db'1'1,rS¥' mo.ro· tnoo six months in tho ccunty j ail or 
fining not mor e t han $500 , 00 Or both 
Rep, J oe Moss of Hinds County intro~uced bill s Thursday t o 
permit st~tv Penitentiary f Pcilitibs t o be used f or municipal 
prisoners , The two- pa ckage bill by Moss and ot her members of 
the Hinds County de legat i on cnme amid reports thPt civil rights 
gr oups would 3tep up ec tiv~tie s 1n Mississippi. 

Ml RCH 4 , 1964 .... 

Rep. Thompson of ClDy, hrd 881545 , a measure ~king i t unlawful 
t o print lite rAture f or boycotts, Cf'lla d up end e motion t o 
r e consider it t~bl ed . The Pet now g~es t o the governor f or 
his signf'ture , 

MhRCH 11, 1964 •••• 

A bill aut hored by Rep. Buck Meek c f Webster County wa s approved 
by tho House 72 t c: 37. Under 'tho bill pnr ent s of illegi timate 
children en second offenSe may be sterilized in liow of prison. 
In call ing up this bill Meek cited thr t t hore war e 8, 647 illestime 

· no8- whito births . The bill wPs held f or r e ocnsidernt i cn . 

A resol ut i on introduced Wednes dny 1n t he senn t c conmwndod Dr . 
Willif' m D. McCoin pr esident of the Unive rsity of Southern 
Mississippi r or uphc lding tho cstnblishcd regulntions of the 
Univ&rs ity , 

McCRi n Monday, for the fifth time , r e fuse d t o nllow J ohn Frazier 
a Negr o·, t o enroll ot tho Hflttisburg institution on the gr ounds 
thnt he h~d f~ilcd to submit his appl icPtion on time , 



POLICE BRUT' LITY 

Negr oes wht ~ re r rrestcd whe the r civil r i ghts workers or no t 
Pr e vulncr~ble to ~ eta of police hrut~ litv . I t times however , 
it be comes n~ked end c pen r.s incidonts l ast summer {1963) 
indice t ed . 

The f ollowins wns r eport .:.d in Newsweek M"gezine , June 24 , 1963. 
It i s in r vfer ence t o J~ ckscn city policemen during ~ demon­
strAtion by Negroe s : 

"Once more. , police st~' rtod mAking: ?.rres ts . From 
porches r. l cng Ros(. street 1 spectC't ors t ook up tho 
chant : Freed ;:;ml Free dom. Free dom! Po~ico or dered 
them t o keep guiot, then chArGed tho porche s , kicking 
up swirls uf dust i n the y~r d~ , draggi ng Negr oes t o 
t he grr und, choking l"nd clubbing them ""- th billie s . 
This is my housol one wo~1n scrCPmud fr~m her door ­
way, but polio~ drPgsed he r out ~nd be nt h er. Twc 
cops seized J ohn S~ lte r, n whito Tougf1loc Christinn 
College s ociol OGist who hnd been slug~ed during o 
sit-in thr oe weeks onrli er. 11Hero ho is, her o he is, 11 

one shou t ed . L third cop clubbe d Selter .;,n the hcnd 
end knocke d him sprawling . blood runnin~ into the 
dust , " 

The New York Times cnrried f1 front pAge nrticle on June 14, 1963 
whos& l end re ~ d : Jf. CKSON NEGROES CLUBl3ED ! S POLICE QUELL 
Mf,RCHES . 

From tho Jun~ 14 , 1963 ed iton of the New Orlorns Tiftos-Picsyune : 
" h fifteen yell r old Nccr o girl WA s ·hit' wrth A police club 
when she stnr tod t o cry "they got my br othc.r ." 

"An officer sur ged intc the house when tho girl went down And 
a r e l at ive of he rs , Mrs . Mnr gP. r o t I nn Porter , pulle d her in-
s ide the front door." 

~ •• • ••••• One of the s e on the. pe rch wl'.s 
Met~odist Choplin Pt Tougr l oo Collc.Be • 
hiu when he ~ sked police if they w~u ld 
the Negr c wr mnn c,wncr of the house who 
hystc.ri11 ," . 

Rev , Edwin King,. white 
One officer cursed 

c r ll ~n Pmbulnnce f or 
hnd fAinted bCCAUSO Of 

ACTS OF INTIMID TION 

Tho i nst rncos of poli ce br~tolitry rnd ~cts of intimid"tion 
occur in ah rtmr sphere (,/ f officinl condonence . f,n <>xrminntion 
of n ftw nets pr s s cd this ·yoor {1964) by tho s t a te Legi s l ature 
will o ttest t o the f Pct t hr t the Negr o ern obtain no r edress 
from str t e officia ls . 



•• 

L~~ OF EVENTS, nctober 22 through October 28 

Between October 22 and October 25, 22 elcc'tion workers were 
arrested in Indianola for distributing leaflets without a permit. 
(Four SNCC workers were arrest ed, convicted, and appealed on the same 
charge in September or 1962. The charges were dropped and the bond 
returned when tre Justice Department intervened; there was a consent 
agreement that no more arrests would be made under the ordinance.) 
The 22 were sentenced to $25 fines and 30 days in jail (suspendable 
upon payment of fines) . 

I. In Clarksdale on October 24, after attending a meeting in the home of 
the candidate for governor, the chairman of the Campaign Advisory 
Committee and 2 Yale students were arrested while crossing the street 
from their parked car to enter the hotel where they had planned to 
spend the night. They were charged with violating a curfew and put 
in jail. 

The next day another Yale student was arrested and charged with 
distributing leaflets without a permit. He has been fined $50. 
Yesterday, four Yale students were stopped by ftolice and told they 
could not stay in the Negro section of town. 'Either you s t ay in 
the white section or get out," they were told . The students spent 
the night in two Negro homes, and today one was arrested. The other 
was taken by police from Henry Headquarters and told the police would 
no longer "protect" him from the wrath of the Negro community . The 
Chief of Police predicted that the student would be ''stabbed in the 
back". This conversation occurred while the student was in the back 
seat o.f a police car and with gtms di::spla;ye\2 ~;unopi.ctlously . · 

f::' . A Yale student and 2 SNCC workers arrived in Yazoo City at 4:00PM, 
October 23. At 4:30PM the police phoned the office where the:y, were 
meeting with local Negro leaders. Presently it was "suggested' that 
they let the police escort them out of the city to "protect them 
from injury . Otherwise, the Negro leaders warned, there was no 
telling what might happen to them. A rally scheduled for Yazoo City 
for the following evening was subsequently cancelled after• s:l.mj J11r 
warnings . 

:v. The mayor of Columbus refused requests for permits to distribute 
leafle1;s for Aaron Henry because it wouJd "cause racial disturbance." 
Requests for permission to use a sound truck in Columbus were also 
denied, Distribution of MississiPP~ F~e~ tr~ has been prohibited . 
~j mD.R=<' ,·.:rn ,ut1" ,..,f' ycJ:tn'l'ts for the distribution of pro:..Henry 
mater·ial have been reported from many places throughout Mississippi. 

1 . Two whits Methodist ministers were arrested in Jackson on Sunday, 
October 27, after they had attempted to enter the Capitol Street 
Methodist Church with a Negro student. There have been approximately 
15 convictions in Jackson in the last 2 weeks for similar activity . 
The standard punishment for attempting to attend church services in 
Rn :Integrated group is 1 year in jail and $1,000 fine. 

I 
[ . It is commonplace for campaign workers throughout Mississippi, with 

the exception of the city of Greenville, to be taken into custody on 
a variety of t raffic charges . (On one occasion the candidate for Lt. 
Gov. was fined f o1· four separate traffic "violations" while in Jackso1 
for an aft Drlr"on . ) Perhaps the most difficult of these to cope wit h 



is "suspicion of auto theft , " a charge which has been levelled even 
at people driving their own cars and carrying the registration papers 
on their person . Persons driving cars owned bY relatives or borrowed 
from friends have found themselves detained for long periods, and 
have had their cars impounded for long periods by the police. 

:I. In Jackson it is the habit of the police to apprehend campaign workers 
especially en route to and from campaign offices during the evening 
hours. The custom to date seems to be to trail cars, quiz drivers and 
passengers and search interiors. Every third or fourth such incident 
ends with driver and passengers being taken to the police station for 
''questioning", These procedures produce a substantlal number of 
traffic fines. 

:I . In Hattiesburg, the chief of police has announced that any white 
11agitators" found in the city limits will be sentenced to 6 months in 
jail and a $500 fine. Four Yale students who had arrived there at 1: O< 
A.M. on October 28 were taken from their beds to the police station 
for "questioning at 8:00A .M. They were released after 3 hours , and 
after the intervention of an FBI agent had obtained the release of 
one of the four who did not have hts draft with him. Subsequently, 
however, a Yale divinity student was picked up on "suspicion of auto 
theft" and convicted of "interf ering with a police officer" after he 
had asked if the police, who were searching his car, had a warrant to 
do so . There were 3 other arrests in Hattiesburg yesterday, including 
that of a cafe owner who had served a meal to two Yale s t udents. 
She is out on $100 bond on c.harges of "illegal possession of alcohol," 
but before "finding" the hal.i'-f.int of whiskey which formed the basis 
of the arrest, the police had 'searched" the premises in such a 
fashion that the garbage had been dumped all over the floor, along 
with a considerable part of the food 1n stock. 

• . Tbe daughter of Sr!T.C f'\Pld secretary in Ruleville was arrested for 
"shoplifting" while shoppirrtS yoe~t.erday . In Greenwood today a white 
lady who has been working in the cal .. Jicd rm was arrested on a number 
of traffic charges and i s now in jail on ~.1.oon bond. 

During the last two days we have received a eu0uuba~~n of calls 
rescinding permission to use church and store facilitieb ~or meetings 
or balloting, Many of these calls ~ave included bitter or pQthP.tic 
descriptions of threats . 

Last week a white worker in the Literacy Project at Touglloo College 
was arrested while driving back to the college, charged with 
"obstructing the flow of traffic," grilled by detectives for half an 
hour {"What are you doing here?" "Who are you sleeping witi':?" etc , ) 
and fined. Such interrogations by officials occurs const.ar.tl t. often 
without any charges being lodged either before or after int.e1·rogt.~1 on. 

r Responsible persons, including some senior members of the journalistic 
corps end the Chaplain of a Negro college near Jackson, have what they 
com!lj rle1· l&ru uut..r.·vvo:a· t.ab1,. evidence that their phones are tapped. 
There is alsQ some evidetl'"" o:f' t .. mt.•tH'lnP; wl.t.l• "'"'11 l"d •lL·.:.o<~oA 1Jv p<!ople 
active in the civil rights movement. 

u Threats and violence by non-official·.peraons have added tu the atmnliJ· 
· · phere and required such measures as the posting of guards near the 

homes of whites wbo have been act.ive in desegregati:m efforts, etc , 



Statement of Events in Natchez, Miss. - - November 1 and 2, 1963 

November 1. Bruce Payne of Oakland, California, a 21-year-old 

University of California graduate now studying political science 

at Yale University, was forced out of a 11Freedom Vote 11 Votemobile 

in Port Gibson, and beaten by four men. He and the two Freedom 

Vote workers accompanying him were followed by the four men all 

the way from Natchez, 42 miles away . They had been organizing 

polling places for the Freedom Vote election which takes place 

November 2, 3, and 4. Payne and the two other workers were w.a:rucoJ 

to stay out of Natchez. 

November 2 . (Event occurred app . llt45 a .m.) 

OP.orge Greene, a 20-year- old SNCC worker from Greenwood, 

Miss. was dr'lv1.ng a Votemobile with Bruce Payne on tbe way from 

Natchez to Faye~tq, ~ ~~Atonne of 23 milesJ to work with balloting 

for the Freedom Vote campaign. 'fl1e balloting takes place on 

November 2, 3, and 4, 

Three miles out of Natchez, Greene realized that they were 

bvin~ fvJlnwP.d by two o£ the four men who had beaten Payne the day 

before. During the 25 ensuing minutes, Greene tried to evade or 

lose the pursui.ng car by turning around, and out-racing it, but 

the tor speed of 105 m.p .h. on t:he Hlfi':l r.he v-roJAt WRf'l tJo match for 

the 1964 Impala driven by the prusuers. Finally the workers were 

forced off the road against a bridge and one of the men walked up 

to Greene, pulled out a pistol and told him to get out . Greene, 

whose door was locked and window rolled up, shifted into low, 
• 

swerved sharply~ and escaped back on to the highway , As the car 
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left, the assa1lar.t shot three times at the left rear tire , 

hoping, it is 'believed , to disable the vehicle in order that 

the two workers could be forced into the Impal a an~ taken somewhere 

more isolated than the highway, 

With a slow leak in the tire , Greene once again tried to 

lose his pu~suers, going threugh three red lights, cr~ssing 

deuble lines and driving in oncoming traffic lanes, Finally 

he managed to get three car s ahead of the Impala and turned out 

of sight on to a backwoeds road where the tire was changed , 

Payne and Greene then proceeded to Jackson to report the inci­

dent to the highway patrol, Department of Justice, Henry head-·. 
quarters and the press. 

Payne stated that about all that saved the two workers was 

Greene ' s excellent driving . (Greene had raced in high school , ) 

Freedom Vote for Governor Headquarters 

1072 Lynch St , 

Jackson, Miss , ,, tel : 948- 0690 



SUMMARY OF' EVENTS IN YAZOO CITY, OCTOBER 24- PRESENT (NOVEMBER 10), 1963 

OCTOBER 24 . Three campaign workers, accompanied by local ministers , 

vi.sited the office of a local Negro c i tizen. While they visited him, 

he was telephoned by the police and 1nti~1dated . A scheduled campaign 

r ally was thereupon cancelled . (See Nelson Soltman statement of Oct.24) 

OCTOBER 30, NOVEMBER l, 2 , 3. George Raymond, campaign worker and CORE 

Task Force 1~orker, returned to work in Yazoo City . Each day he was 

fo~ "lowed by police every1~here he went. His campaigning was generally 

unsuccP.aoful. On Sunday, Nov. 3, he was followed into a Negro church, 

Nhere the pol1.ce spoke against him to the oonsretation . 

NOVEMBER 4 . Several campa1.gn ~1orkers (George Ra1flllond,Lenore Thurman, 

Bob Gore, Claude Weaver , Jesse Morris and Doris Erskine) accompanied by 

an NBC camera crew came to Yazoo 6ity to solicit votes. There were 

severa l incidents of minor harassment, ~.g. the police would not allow 

a otJ:~n to be posted on the trunk of tho campaign car; forcing the cam­

pR:I e;n We>1·ko:r, t•l st~:~ nrl on the sidewalk holding the sign; Police Officer 

Moody, according to George Raymond, wDote "aggitators" (sic) indelibly 

across Raymond's driver's license. Lenore Thurman was arrested when, 

police alleged, she handed a ballot to a man in public. George Raymond 

later, &t the trial, testified that ~ had given the man the ballot., 

but the judge did not believe him. 

NOVEMDER 7. Lenore Thurman, Ge.orge Raymond, George Greene, Jesse Morris 

and Claude Weaver came back to Yazoo Cit¥ for Miss Thurman's trial . 

She was convicted of distributing literature without a permit; the case 

is be'ing appealed. After the tri al, George Raymond went to a Negro 

restaurant to make a phone call ; as he entered, he 1·1as kicked and curse 
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by a police officer he believes to be Assistant Captain Otis. When 

the ' other s in the group joined Raymond at the restaurant, they l eft to 

return to J a ckson, followed by t he police escort . Just inside the city 

limits of Flora, Miss. (in Madison County ) , t he car was stopped and 

Raymond ~las arrested by a highway patrolman a nd Yazoo City police . He 

was arrested for r eckless driving (the cbarge v1as discovered the next 

day by Jesse Harris , Nho went up to ba il him out), handcuffed so 

t; jKhT.l.y that the c ircu l ation •.las cut off in Blis hands, kicked 1·1h1le 

~nter1ng nnd leaving the car, and cuffed around 1n front of the police 

stati on as he was being led to his cell, 'in Ya zoo City . Back on the 

highw~y , the other s in the group were ordered out of t he car . The 

police asked who in the group had a driver's license . When George Gre~r 

said t hat he had, they arrested him also , taking him into custody on an 

unspecified char ge (la ter revealed as "disobeying an officer"). Nope oi 

the others would volunteer the information that he or she had a driver 1 • 

l icense, so t he police sent them ~la lking along the highway after dark . 

The police called a ~~reeker to take the car ba ck to Yazoo City, ~ihere 

i t is still impounded . 

NOVEMBER 8 . Je sse Harris, Claude vfeaver, Carl Arnold , and Jesse Morris 

arrived in Ynzoo City to pay fine .s or post bond f or t he t wo who had bee 

a r restej . George Raymond v1as released, on an appearance bond of $250, 

but t he police r e f used to r e l ease Ge orge Greene, claiming that he had 

been a rrested 1n l-iad ison County , not Yazoo County. As of Sunday, 

·· Nc vembcr 10 , negotiations to secure his release have been fruitless . 

Freedom Vote Headquarters 
1017 Lynch Street, 
Jackson, r1l.ss i ss1ppi 
t e l: 352-9605 



Freedom Vote for Governor 
1072 Lynch St. 
Jackson, Miss. 
tel: 948-0690 

Events of November 1 and 2, general 

No~ember 2, 196o--Henry Headquarters in Jackson 

Campaign workers in Belzoni , Leland, Tupelo and other communities 

beported inc idents of arrest, detention and questioning all day. 

November 1, 1960--Tate County 

Hugh Smith, a senior philosophy student at Stanford University, 

resident of Menlo Park, California, was shot at three times while 

in his car 1n Tate County, Miss. Earlier in the day Smith had 

delivered a carload of Rust College {in Holly Springs), Negro 

Freedom Vote Campaign workers to Tate County, near Senatobia. 

When he returned, at about 1:00 p.m. , to pick them up,he was 

recognized by a group of people at a market. Two shots were fired 

over his head, and one into the dirt as he drove away . 

. · 
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AARtN HENRY for Governor 
1072 Lynch Street, Room 10 
Jackson, Mississippi 39203 

l~NTS IN MISSISSIPPI NOVEMBER 1 and 2: 

!Iovember 1--JACKSON--Nicolas Bosanquet, British subject and Yale Universit 
otudent, and Robert Honeysucker, Negro senior at Tougaloo College (Negro) 
here, were arrested while attempting to enter a London Royal Philharmonic 
Symphony concert at a Jackson public auditorium. While they had bought 
~ickets on public sale, they were told that only Jackson Music Association 
members were being admitted. The next day they were released on $500 bona 
each. They are to appear for trial Monday, November 4 on charges of 
disturbing the peace. 

November 1--NATCHEZ--Bruce Payne, Oakl and, Calif.,Yale University under­
graduate student, was forced out of a "Freedom Vote-mobile" and beaten by 
four white men here. The four followed ~ne and two other "Freedom Vote" 
workers from Port Gibson where the beating occured, for 42 miles to Natch~ 
They were warned to stay out of Natchez. 

November 1--TATE COUNTY--Hugh Smith, Menlo Park, Calif . , Stanford Univers j 
s t udent, was shot at three times in his car here . Recognized by onlooker t 
after an earlier trip to deliver "Preedom Vote '' workers, two shots wer e 
fired over his head and one into the ground as he drove ~way. 

November 2--JAC~tN--Four SNCC workers were stopped by three Rankin County 
LJtttrol cars and told to leave the airport. They went there to pick Uf. 
.t'ented cars and see Bob Moses, Campaign Manager for the "Freedom Vote' 
drive, off to Memphis . Moses was questioned and released, the other four 
~1ere told to leave or go to jail, despite their insistence that car rental 
napera were being delivered to them. The four included Charlie Cobb, 
~pringfield, Mass . ; Langston Mitchell, New Orleans, La.; Jesse Harris, 
· ·ackson, Miss., and Ivanhoe Donaldson of New York City. 

li~~~be~--JACKSON--David Dennis , CORE Field Secretary here and Michael 
[layer, SNCC worker of Atlanta, wert:: 11t• ·p!J<~U 11:1 <~ ,~.. 1" .... \, ~'"11 oe and inter­
r ogated wl.~lo ~~inging car rental papers to SNCC workers at tnc ~~r~~~t. . 
Telling them "The Feu .... c.l. e<WH\'nment doesn 1 t have jurisdi ction over tJ:+is 
airport, 11 the patrolmen threatP.t•<~d tl•c two with jail and charges of trespa 
Meanwhile, four SNCC workers were forced to kepp their hands on their car 
for more than an hour during interrogation by police . One officer twice 
rapped Iv~nhoe Donaldson on the knuckles . The officer also placed his 
pistol at Donaldson's head and threatened to kill him. All were finally 
released dfter threats. 

November 2--NATCHEZ--George Greene, S.NCC worker from Greenwood , Miss., and 
Bruce Payne were on the way from Natchez to Fayette to work with their 
"Freedom Votemobile . " Near Natchez the four men who beat Payne the day 
before were observed following. Greene tried to out- race them unsuccess­
fully and was forced off the road where Greene was order ed out of the car 
a t pistol point. Swiftly moving the car onto the highway, Greene escaped 
only after the car was shot at t hree times. One bullet ent·ered the r ear, 
one grazed the side , the other htt the left rear tire causing a slow leak. 
Skillfully manipulating through traffic, Greene managed to enter a side 
s treet unnot iced and fixed the tire . 



Events in Miss . , cont. .(2 

~oyember ?-- JACKSON- -Jesse Davis, SNCC worker from here was canvassing for 
Freedom Votes" on ::t corner near a cafe when a policeman told him he was 

blocking traffic and subject to arrest and then left. Several minutes lat 
he returned with an additional policeman who said Davia was under arrest, 
charged with snatching a purse . He was placed in the patrol car, told he 
\'las being taken to be identi.i'ieo by the \'loman whose purse was alledgedly 
ot~len. Instead, he was taken to a white residential district and put out 
)f the car. After a 3- block walk, Davis noticed the policeman gathering a 
}rowd of white men around him, apparently a ttempting to create a hostile 
•l••h. A Negro motorist came by and fortunately offered him a life to town. 

~vember 2--JACKSON--Fred Goff, white Stanford University hCalif.) student 
,,.,as ordered out of a Negro cafe by police. They told him 1 It 1 s okay to b' 
~ coke 1n a neggcr cafe but not to sit in one. If you want to live with 
niggers, do it outside of Mississippi." 

!i..Q.Y,.~'b..!:J'-_g--MOR'l'eN--Two f emale CORE workers, Lenora Thurmond and Doris 
Erskine , were canvassing for votes 1n the unofficial "Freedom Vote" ca:mpa . 
here when they were ordered out of town by local police . 

November 2--YAZOO CITY--Ge or i e ftaymond, Tehodus Hewitt and John Lee Watt, 
CORE and SNCC workers planning to canva ss for votes her e wer e toiled by 
police officers each place they went. This mode their work impossibl e an· 
they l eft town with police following for some distance . 

November 2-nOSEn/\LE-- John LC~I1S , Chairman or SNCC 1 Bruce Gordon :mel Lowr• 
DiBivort were convasellmg here tQhen police stopped them nnd escorted them . 
of t own . They left her e for Cleveland, Miss. where they wer e stopped by 
police and told not to be 1n town after sundown. They \'Ore escorted by pc : 
t o Mound Bayou , Miss. where thA:V nont.nnt<Jrt a luc.<tJ vute worker and return• 
to Clcvelnnd unmolesten. 

llovember ~- -~T.7.etrn: - -Willie Sht\W wa s a r rested for "parking too close to a 
firo hydrant during his canvassing for "Freedom Votes.'' His bond was s ci 
a t $100 and r el eased . 

. ~ovcmber ?--JACKSON- -A "Freedom Vote'' worker her e canvassing a t a footbal :> 
game at the Jackson State College (Negro) was told by police to either at< 
.11s activities and s1 t down or be arrested. 

lfQ.VQ.IIlb.~--trHl::ENWf\f)J') - -F1 ve "Freedom Vote 11 workers wer e arrested here todc 
by local police . Jane St..:mbridge , Dorothy Higgins, Dick Fry, vlillie Earl 
James ana Fronk Hirsch had sot up 0 sidewalk voting booth to collect ball ' 
When they began singing Freedom Songs to attract att ention to the booth, 
police ordered them to move on bocnuae they wer e on privat~ property and 
d1stnrbing the peace . Fry told the officer they \'lore on public property, 
wher eon the five wer e arrested for bl e>ckine t he sidcWtlllc and for r efusing 
to obey on pff:Lcer. Tho:I.J· bonti 1'1/l fl sclt a t $100 en ch and they or e now in , 

-



Events tn Miss., cont . . /3 

November 2--PICAYUNE-----Thrcc Hattiesburg Negroes and two whtte Yale 
University students wer o canvassing for "Freedom Votes " at a fe;dcral 
housing project here . When they luft the housing development, police 
were watting for them. The five wore t aken to tho police stttion for 
t~1o hours of interrogation, When they r eturned to thetr car in the court 
house parking lot they found it difficult to start. It was discovered 
that there was water in the gas tonk. Thu car was pushed to the nearest 
service sto,tion where work was done to r ectify tho damage . 

~ovembcr 2--GENERAL MISSISSIPPI--Campaign workers tn the unofficial 
aalloting listing Aaron Henry, Negro pharmacist ae candidate for Governor 
c6rM1ss1ssippi and the Rev, Edwin King, a white Methodist minister oa 
Jandidatc for Lieutenant Governor, reported incidents of arrest, detention 
l.arrossment and questioning throughout the day and night . Oommun1t1£Ja 
.·:;port1ng such ncidcnts included Belzont, Leland, Tupelo, Hattiesburg, 
.nd many others . 

- 30 -



Freedom Vote for Governor 
1072 Lynch St., 
Jacks•n Miss , 
tel : 948-069C 

Statement on Events in Jackson, Miss . -- November 1 and 2, 1963 

November 1. Nicolas Bosanquet, Claire Fellow at Yale University, 

3raduate of Cambridge University in England , and a British 

subject , along with Robert Honeysucker, a Negro senior musi c 

major at Tougaloo Coll ege , Tougaloo, Miss . were arrested when 

they attempted to enter a public auditori.m in Jackson to hear a 

concert given by the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra of London, 

England. They were told that t he concert performance was open 

only to members ?f the Jacksen M~sic Association: The two had 
'• 

bought tickets on public sale . 

The next 

bond apiece. 

day, No\l'ember 2, the two ~1ere released on $500 
r 

They are to appear for trial on Mondayr on charges 

of' dist urbing the peace . 

November 2. (app. 12:30 a .m. ) While driving to the airport to 

pick up some r ented oars and to see Bob Moses, Campaign manager 

for the Freedom Vote Campaign, off to Memphis, Tenn., four 

SNCC werkers were stopped by Rankin County police in thr ee 

patrol oars . After queRtien:lna anci l"GJ.easing Moses, the police 

told· t h e !'vur Ne~ro campaign workers to leave , The four were : 

Charlie Cl ohl' of Springfield , Mass ,, Langa.ton Mitchell of New 

Orl eans , La . , Jesse Harris of J ackson, Miss., and Ivanhoe 

»onaldson of 'New York. When t he SNCC workers told the police 

that they were waiting for some rental papers that had been left 

in Jackson (necessary to rent the cars), the police told them 

they coul d ~ither go to jail or leave . 
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David Dennis, 23-year-old CORE Field Secretary in Jackson, and 

Michael Sayer, a 22-year-old SNCC ~1orker were bringing the 

papers out to the airport . They were stopped by the airport 

police, interrogated for about 20 minutes and threatened with 

72 hours in the Brandon jail with charges of trespassing . "The 

federal government doesn't have any jurisdiction over this air­

port , " the police said. On the way back to Jackson, .Iennie and 

Sayer spotted the other four SNCC wo£kers in a Billups gas 

station. Cobb and Mitchell and Harris were being forced by 

police to stand outside the car with th~ir hands on the car 

' for 1 hour and 15 minutes while the police interrogated , harassed 

and threatened Ivanhoe Donaldson. Donaldson was asked if whites 

were better than Negroes, and when he replied "no", the inter-

rogating officer took out his pistol and rapped him on the knuckle~ 

with the butt of the gun. On answering another question, he 

was again rapped . Finally the of ficer placed the muzzle of 

the pistol against Donaldson's temple, cocked it, and said, 

"Nigger, I think I'm going to kill you right now." At this 

point another officer interrupted and said "No, you can't kill than 

nigger now; it's not time." The four were finally released 

afte-r threats and "warnings . " 

Returning from Memphis at 4:30a.m. Bob Moses attempted to 

call campaign headquarters on four different pay telephones, 

hearing in the background all four times: "you 'd better not call 

that number again." His return to town was otherwise without 

incident. 
t . 
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CASE STUDIES OE INTIMIDATION 

COFO,. 1017 Lylleb Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 

MISSISSIPPI 

This report is a collection of personal statements concerning 
acts of intimidation in Mississippi between February and April, 1964. 
The purpose oi presenting these statements is to provide documen­
tary evidence of the continual intimidation of Mississippi's Negroes 
and of those who come to help them. Acts of 1Btim1dation are a fact 
of life for Mississippi's 950,000 Negroes and an important factor 
in the success or failure of civil rights activities. Nonetheless, 
almost no press reports of these incidents have appeared in Northern 
papers and no ~jor Federal i~vestigation has been run on any of the 
cases mentioned in this report . 

The statements concern three diffe.rent areas of the state, in­
volving differeing forms of uhysical, political, and economic in­
timidation. The first statement is from a man in Natchez in the 
Southwest. In th is area of the state, intimidation tends to take the 
form of open violence. As a result, the Negro population is still 
generally cowed, and civil ri'!:hts work has proceeded slowly. Around 
the beginning of the year, the Klu Klux Klan revived in the south­
west. Since then , there have ~een countless cross burnings, at least 
two bombings, and at least five killings . Many Negroes have been 
forced to leave counties in the extra~ southwest because they were 
suspected of involvement in voter registration or other civil rights 
activities . 

Reasons for the high degree of open V-iolence in the southwest 
are not certain. It bas been suggested, however, that the lack of 
a clear economic distinction between the Negro and white ommmunities 
has forced the whites to resort to open violenee to keep the Negroes 
"in. their place . " · 

The second set of statements come from the city of .Ruleville, 
in Sunflower County, and from GreF~nwood , in Leflore County , in the 
northwest . This is the Miss1ssipp( Delta 1 an area of large cotton 
plantations , and heavy Negro majorities 1n many counties . Though 
there has been a considerable amount of open violence in the Delta, 
it has not been sufficient to prevent effective voter regi s tration 
activities. With the intensification of such activities , political 
and economic intimidation by the white community has increased . Bor 
instancei large numbers of Negro workers have been fired from jobs 
on the p antations a.nd in the towns because of involvement with the 
civil rights movement . 

Because t he plantation economy has almost total economic power 
over the Negro; loss of a job often means immediate destitution. 
To add further pressure , some county authorities have on occasion 
ended Feder~l welfare programs, denying displaced Negroes unemploy­
ment relief . As a r =sult , it has been necessary to ship tons of 
food and clothing from friends in the North to try to meet the basic 
needs of hundreds of families in the Greenwood and Ruleville areas . 
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In Jackson , the capital , intimidation comes mainly from the 
large , well- ar med, extr emely efficient police force . Acts of open 
violence are gener ally avoided ; but beneath the surface , Jackson 
is a 'hard ' town. Because of recent demonstrations by the large 
nWilber of Negro college students in the area city author! ties 
seem wary of openly provoki·ng the Negro population. Instead, police 
are focusing their efforts on inti$idation of white workers in the 
civil rights mo~ement . 

In the pas t month , six white worker s have been beaten in the 
Jackson jails . While no systematic attempt has yet been made to 
round up all the white workers from the North, the present policy 
seems to be to beat every such wor ker who comes into the Jackson 
jails. In this way , as the last two people beaten were told, an 
example is being made f or those who are yet to come - - an apparent 
allusion to the coming COFO Summer ~roject . 

It is difficult to understand why the incidents in this report 
have not been mentioned in the No~thern press or investigated by 
the Federal Government. Few factors have as much influence on the 
life of Mississippi's Negroes and on ef forts to organize for civil 
rights as the ever -present and brutal system of intimidation. Never­
theless , for some reason~ these incidents have not been considered 
important enough to be brought to the attemtion of the nation. 

Index of Statements 

1. •~. Archie c. Curtis . This stat ement describes violence by a 
vigilante group in the southwest against a Negro active in civil 
rights . 

2. Mr. John Mathews. This statement describes arrest and harrassment 
by police of a ltegro active in civil rights in Greenwood, Mississippi. 
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Beating of Negro 
Voter Registration worker 
In southwest Mississippi 

Re:Lated by Archie c. Curtis 

State of Mississippi 
County of Adams 

My name is Archie c. CUrtis , I am the owne• ·· of Curtis Funera 1. Home , 
Inc . of Natchez, Mississippi . I have been in this business for fif ­
teen years. I am a law-abiding oitizen and a registered voter. I 
have been actlve in voter registration and am interested in thlnga 
benefi~ial to my people and country . 

On February 16, 1964, at around 1:30 a .m., I got a oall to go pick 
up the wife of a man called Joe Gooden. 'The caller said she (Mrs. 
Gooden) had a heart attack . He said he was the foreman of Joe Gooden . 
I said I did not know Joe Gooden and did not know where he lived. The 
caller said to come to the end of the pavement on Palestine Road and 
there would be a man there with a lantern to direct me. Not suspect­
ing anything, I got dressed and drove to the designated spot in my 
ambulance. I took with me my helper, \t/illiam Jackson , but we did not 
see a man with a lantern. Instead , a oar came up and some persons 
got out with white hoods over their heads and shoulders . They had 
guns . They ordered me out of t he ambulance . When I was getting out, 
one of them struck me on the back of the hand wi th a pistol, open.ing 
a wound. We were blindfolded and taken about two miles away, I don 't 
know where . 

They demanded that I give them an NAACP card and tell them who else 
had one , I said that I did not have one, and did not know anyone 
else who had one. They beat us and roughed us up severely. One of 
them said they ought to kill us , but another one said not to do that, 
but just to leave us there . They left us and we found our way back 
to the ambulance. The lights had been left on, so the battery was 
dead. Then we had to walk about 2f miles to find friendly Negro resi­
d9nts to helo us back to town . This was especially hard on me because 
I am recuperating from a stroke. 

I reported the indioent to both local and federal authorities . I be­
lieve we should have protection from lawless elements and I will con­
tinue .to be active in anything that will better our people without 
harming anyone else. . 

Original signed by Archie C. Cu~tis 

Statemen1i taken on April 23, 1964, at Cur,tia Funeral home, Natchez , 
Mississippi, by C. Herbert Oliver. 

Original signed by C. Herbert Oliver 



STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
COUNTY OF LEFUlRE 

Council of Federated Org . 
Affidavit of John Mathews 

Ilir . John l1Bthews, age 34, 725 Ave. E, Greenwood, Miss., GL 3-4698, 
being dul y sworn, deposes a~ says , to-wit: 

On Tuesday, March 31st, at about 12 : 30 p.m., I went up to the Leflore 
Coun~y Courthouse, went into the courthouse building . I am a citizen· 
ship t eacher for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference , working 
in Greenwood. As part of my Job I was checking on whether or not peO·· 
pl e were being a l lowed to register or not . Evi dently all people were 
out to lunch . Upon leaving the courthouse building, two policemen carne 
across the street, yanked or pulled an NAACP button from my jacket, 
tw1sted my arm behind me, carried me across the street , and threw me 
i nto a patrol oar . At this t ime a policeman got my wallet out of my 
back pocket, took an ink pen from my hand, broke it in half and threw 
lt to the ground. They then took me to the ci ty jail and locked me up . 
One policeman was heavy, about 185 lb . , l ight hair, blue uniform, white 
shirt, po l ice cap, a Greenwood city police uniform. The otler weighed 
about 160 lb . , dark hair, same dress , no blue coat like the other wore . 
At t he courthouse they said that r was disturbing the peace and also 
\·Jas guilty of disorderly conduct . They felt that r was drunk . I had 
had only one beer (which I admitted to the judge the following day at 
1 p .m.). In the ~ail that first night, i t was impossible to sleep; 
every half hour or so three or four policemen would come and open the 
door and holler "You marching niggers wake up . You was marching today, 
v1hy not ge t up and march now? wake up, you are not supposeo to be 
s leeping . " One policeman would stick his head in the door and say sar .. 
oastically, "I want my Freedom Now." Around 1 p.m. the next day they 
took me i nto a room for the trial . The judge said that I was charged ,.,i th drunk and disorderly conduct , r pleaded not guilty. we had asked 
to be a llowed to make a phone call that previous night and morning, and 
l\le had not been allowed . I was given no opportunity to get a lawyer. 
The judge did not tell us that we had a right ·to have a lawyer. The 
arrest ing offi cer could not be found in my trial, so the judge said 
cas9 continued until today, Thursday, They took me back to my cell , 
Anot her cop carne into the cell, took me out into the identification 
room located in a shack in back of the jail. They fingerprinted and 
tLok my picture. While this was occurring, they called from the cour~~ 
roon! and I came back. My mother and arresting officer had arrived. 1 
vms oworn for the first time; the judge asked aga1,n, "gUilty or not 
guili;y" . I said not guilty. He asked at least five policemen what con­
dition I was i n at the arrest . The.y said that I was "acting stra nge" . 
At .. east three of t he policemen were not at the arrest scene, however . 
So $15 fine . Back a t the desk to claim my lelongings, they gave me my 
dooJ l:eys -9nd cigarettes, but not my wallet, whi ch I asked for sever al 
t i mes . They had taken t he stuff off me themselves , and I did not put 
anythinc; i nto an envelope nor signed any envelope . . They .maintained 
tha~ t hey did not have my wallet , It had my drivers' license a nd socia: 
sclcurity ca rd, voter registration card from when I lived tbere in Illi­
no L.:J. No meney . Th~ constant l y connected me with the marches {pi cket­
i ng a t the courthoase for voter registration) although I wa s not, Afttlr 
I -pU'l the fine a policeman (the 160-lb one who arrested me ) sa id, "You 
a~ out now. But I will bring you right back when I ca tch you in a marc· 

origin~:~ il. s i gned by Jobn ffntbetrs . 
I c~rt 5 fy t hat a notary public i s not ava ilable and tha t the above 'i G 
true to the best of my abi l i ty, th~s 2nd day of April, 1964 . 

original signed by John Mathews 



STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

AFFIDAVI~ 

Firing of voter 
Registration 
Applicant 
Greenwood, Miss. 

I , Mr. Willis Wright , 23, of 405 Broad Street, Greenwood, 
Mississippi , (no phone) being duly sworn depose and say: to wit : 

On 1•/ednesday and Thursday , Haroh 25 and 26, 1964, I went 
up td the I.etlore County Courthouse in order to regis ter to vote, 
I have been tryi ng to register to vote since June 1963 when I grad -

. ua ted from the :eroad Street public high school , Greenwood, M1ee ie:~1pp1 . 
I bad tried five times previously to register to vote, but was told 
that I had failed each time , but I was never given a reason why I 
had failed . The person who talked and dealt with me each time 'was 
Mrs . Martha Lamb, the Registrar . Both Wednesday the 25th and Thurs­
day the 26th of ~rch 1964, I came to the courthouse t o register, 
but both times there were too many people already 1n the registrar's 
office for me to get in there at the same time . So both days I 
joined the picket line which was outside the courthouse to show 
Mrs. Martha Lamb and the public that I wanted to register to vote. 
I carried signs, changing them with others so that we all could 
carry different signs . I carried signs: "One Man - One Vote, vote 
For Freedom, All Men Are Created Equal , Register To Vote Not Tomor­
row But Today . " Both days I noticed a policeman across the street 
watching us . This man was new, a nd had not been seen before the 
25th nor after the 26th . He apparently had been hired specially, 
maybe from another town . He had a \'thite helmut 1 a city policeman •a 
uniform on, rode a motorcycle, had a full face, bluish-gray eyes, 
about 5 110" tall, brown hair, and was seemingly the youngest police ­
man there. He just observed 111hile t he local police were takicg 
pictures or all participants both clays . On Thursday, after picket ­
ing, at about five minutes after 12 noon 1 as I was walking to my 
job, this policeman yelled at me: "You think wouldn 1t anybody run 
over you, don 1t. you . You black mother rucker . " I work at Angelo's 
Cafe , 700 block or Carrollton Avenue, Jimmy Ba'llots is the manager. 
After reporting to work, Ballots sent me to get some canned goods at 
the Russel ' s Wholesa l e Company . As I was walking back with the goods, 
on Carrollton , about one block from the cafe , this same pol iceman 

, spotted me from his motorcycle . He pulled over and said, "Hey where 
are you going?" I said , "I am going to Angelo's Cafe . " He said , 
"That 's where you work?" I said 1 "Yes . " He said, "You mean to te 11 
m.e that you picket in the morning and work up there in the afternoon?" 

• I said, "Yes . " He said , "Well then, we '11 see what we can do about 
that . " I said , "Alright , thank you." He left me and I saw him go 
into the cafe . He had left before I got back. Nothing was said that 
day . That was Thursday, the last day of the pay week. Friday, at 
12 noon, when I appeared for work, Mr . Ballot met me on the outside 
with my check in his hand . He said : "Have your check cashed right 
in .here at B&R 1 s . I will have to lay you off right now , But I will 
l ·rt yo,_ know when I need you again . '' r · had worked for him the two 
s unmers between my sophomore and j unior years and between my j unior 

. and senior years . On ~rch 7th, he asked me to start working with liim 
again . He had gotten along rea l we ll. I believe that the sole 
reason that I was fired was this policeman tel ling my boss to fire 
me because of my voter registration activities , 

Signed : W11Us Wright 
Sworn to and signed before me this lOth day of April, 1964 
Signed James Carter, Notary Public 
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S'l'it'l"E OF MISSISSIPPI 
COUNTY OF LEFLORE 

Council of Federated Organizations 

Denial of the Right to Vote in Greenwood, Miss, 

Affi davit by George R. Davis: I George R. Davis, 23 years old , of 113 
'Fl; . Scot t St., Greenwood, Miss. , awe a r the followi ng is true, On fila rch 
25 , ! marched on the voter registration line around the Greenwood court 
ho1.tac , When I came home, my father told me tha t Mr . Paul Campbell, my 
boss a t the r. & J Transportation Co., 509 MacArthur St ., Oreenwood,had 
told hi m that I wa s fired. On March 25 , 1964, I tried to go to work 
a t C & J Transportation, and was told that t hey could not use me be·· 
cause my picketine; was bad for business , I have workeCI for C & J Trnne 
porta tion as a truck driver off and on since 1958, and steadily since 
January , 1964 , My father works port-time for Short Tire and Oil Co . , 
1300 South Main St . , Greenwood , Miss. I also work there sometimes 
when I am not dri ving a truck. My father was told by David Short of 
the Short Tire and Oil co. that I cou~d no longer work there and tha t 
I would not be a ble to get another job in Greemtood since my picture 
had been shown to the members of the Cltizen •s Council . 

Affidavi t of Mrs. Alice Hemingway, ~. o . Box 686, Itta Bena , Miss.: 
T\.tesday , March 31, 1964, at about ll: 30 a .m. , I went down to the Le­
f l ore County Courthouse, located in Greenwood, Mississippi, to picket 
i n t he r eg istration drive with a s i gn saying "I Want to vote ". A tall, 
s l l m officer in a blue uniform with soft blue cap, apparently City 
Police Chief Curtis tary came up a nd said , "You aren •t goiq' to picke t 
t oda y." Right after that he took the sign off my neck and tore it up, 
and said, "Get off these streets . Go on . " And I said, "Yea , air ." 
~nd then I left the ~ourthouae and went on home . 

ft t a bout the time that ! was at the courthouse I saw a pol1cenen kicl: 
~11s s Dorothy Higgi.ns a s she was Join.,ng the picket line. 

,.f! l da vlt of Mr. Cha r lie Hills : Mr. Charlie Hilla, P. O. Box 543, 
rrra(onwoo<l , r-H.ss. , made his fifth attempt to register on April l, and 
\ ' "'O t ur ned down, Mrs . Martha !amb told him that he was not going t o 
p .os , e o why deep coming here. He then replied, "I should pass . Thic 
i s n•:v fift h time, " She then told him, "This is a mess . we White f'olkR 
hovE> be en good to you a 11, so why don •t you go home before the cops 
a r reot you," 

!\ A Mr . ti! 1.1 s was leaving the courthouse, a policeman pulled beside h _m 
1n .J'l i d, "If I catch you in that line, I will shoot your da mn heac 
,,ft' . " He then drove away . 

original signed by Charlie Hill!:! 



. . 

·. ' .. 

~Or,•JREaSIOllAL CAMPAICHl WORXERS HARRASSED IN RULEVILLE, MISSISSI?PI­
Mi~ROB 201 1984 

ReJ?Oi' t by Student Nonviolent Coordinating Col!ICli ttee Field .Worker • 
Mend~ SamsteinJ · . 

On Frtday·nignt, · March 20, George Green and I left Jackson tor tho 
Del ta to find Mrs. Bo.mer and Charles MocLaurin in order to l earn 
the outcol':le ot Nra . lio.Jner 1 s opening campaign rally in RJ.levllle, 
M1osiasipp!. (Mrs. Hnmer is running for congress in the second con­
~ro~sional 'district) and to discuss tuture campaiGn strategy . We 
took with us hundreds ot handout leanets tor campai~;n canvassing 
a s well a s other campaign materials Which had just been worked up 
in Jackson and Atlanta. We arrived in Cleveland, Mississ~ppi at 
::p!)roxir1ately J.l:30 in tne hope or finding McLaurin at th.e home ot 
1\m?.iie 'Moore , a· resident of Cleveland. Finding no one home. at Moore 1 a 
.house we ·decided to proceed to Ruleville to see ?<11-s. &mer and por­
l'anps find McLaurin. We arrived ln Ruleville at a pproximately 12:l5 

and were driving throuGh the Negro community when we were stopped 
by RulovillO police. We stopped oub car (George was driving at the 
time) . Two mon got out of the police car and approached us. One waa 
a stout, ·round-faced man (who we later learned was name lilllam and 
was known to Noe;ro residents o£ Ruleville for h is brutality. Milan 
l e the brother o~ the man who was accused o£ killing Emmott Till) • . 
Tt.e ot.her was a shorter I!IQn, wearing glasses (whoso · name we never 
l earned). Milal':l was dressed in uniform, but the other mun was dress o 
i.l pla in chinos and a tcm shirt. (We later learned he wall. rnerely ar: 
auxil ary police~n who frequently was put on night duty). 

Thill shorter wan approached me and asked mo what I was doing in 
'' ~lg,;;er town. 1 When I did riot reply be told tne to get out of the 
t::'l'!·. Meanshlle Milam had .:sone around to the other side of the oa r 
:\nd had t old George Green, ''nigger, got out of the oar." We v1ere 

·~ ~h then pushed and shoved to the baok of the oar whore we were 
qc.ntlnuou!lly and threateningly asked what we wore dolna in "n1gge.rJ 
>;o•m'' . 'J:hen tho shorter fellow begn}l questioning me ns to. what I was 
doing 11 \;li;-h thn t nigger". Milam then grabbed me and str.trted shoving 
lll1' Hrour.d. Tho shortor f ollc.w t,ben wont o"'or to George and o skod htr., 
J f 11 h::J wn s a n .l.gge1· . 11 Vihon George did not r eply, the sl;lor ror r.>.an 
p1~'\.l.od 1-t:l.s gun anCl shoved 1 t ropoa todly in George 1 s stol!lAch. I J.atGr 
tearn~d ~- hae tho 3un cocked and had jabbed it repeatedl y in Goor~o 
t•i'bs , ca usin;:s eo~1oral laC'Or ·otions . A.ftor o few l!lomon't9 , -vho &hot' t :)r 
W l U oomc ..,:for to l.'lo ar,d t;old MilAm that ho woul d take cnro c- f me. 
tic then ~hovoci mo o, few yards to o lamppost and be gan asking me , v'llo 
I .,.:or~oC: fol' ~I'.cl. whet I was doint; hero with that nlggor . When 1 
ux•zluinf:ld thc t I worked for the Council .o.f h dcro tod Or.c!aniza tiona 
and tbo t ·•:o WoJ~G ooncernod with voting an~ oduca t1.on, bO repent ll·1 
i.ntcroi ttantly, "VIby you yellow bastard, I Ou(3ht to ••• 11 (cocking his 
n _sl; b.l.Clt \VhilO SO.y .l.ng this) . > 

~r. .. ..~~whiloJ , llt.J.cru. wa r; back a t the car w1 th Geore;o, anl I J.ntor loc.s:"lo 
n·om G~o't'ge tha t Mll.no l)lso pulled his c;un and j abbed i t r oponteo.l;r 
tnto Gec.n~e 1 s s"~;oma~h. Bo~oro anything further tra nspired bc;t"'lt.>C'•l 
ue e nd th.'l short er man, Milam came and told us that 'PO ware both 
vnd!'l:- or r? s t n.nd th.a t we should sot in our car . Wo wore to L1'ikc a 
1'1 r,b.t nnri thon. pro ceed to tho jailhouse -- which we d!d. 'IVben we-; JC'i. 
...,,n,, we woro told t o go into t he j a ilhouse whor e wo were t o).d no 
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empty all our pockets . Wo wor e thon frisked by tho shorter man, who 
kept repeatedl y calling Geor ge n 11ni;3or. " Milne, l ooking at me , 
thon said, 11 I still don 't know w}"l..c t you people do." When I said wo 
were concerned with Negro parti cipation in politics , he r eplied thot 
" we don 1 t have any ni:;gor pol itics in RuleVille •11 ht this point, we 
wo~e placed in ooparato oo1l s, without being ~ingerprintod or booke d , 
wi thout be ing a ble to make o phono cell, and without ony qpprnisnl of 
whot tho ohor Boa against us were . 

During tho night, I o.woke t o tho sharp voice of tho shorter man who 
bad a rrested mo earlier. He wa s talking to a man wbo wa s obvi ously 
being put into a cell . He kept calling tho man a nigger nnd when the 
r:~on did not roply "yol sir", ho r eminded him thronton1ngly to wny 
11yos sir11 to h1.1!1. Attar llilnm ond tho shorter llltln l o.ft, I l earned 
tho onn just arre sted was a Negro school t ea cher from Hattiesburg. Ho 
was i~ Ruleville, trying to visit his. wife who was 1n tho hospital 
thoro , a t tho bodsido of her cothor . 

Tho n ext corning around 9 : 00 tho Negro school tea cher was roloasod. 
I'Jh on tho jailor oaoo in, George asked him 1t h e could mako a phone 
coll, but tho j n ilkeopltr r opliod , 11\fhcn wo go t r oo.dy." JJoanwhUo 
Goorgo , !rom his cell, wa s a blo to sco s~vcral officers go into 
our oc.r and bug in soaro~ins throu&h it ~om hood to trunk. Goorae 
saw t hem toke several of tho Mrn . H:::oor l c;aflots fron tho car . 

At about 10:30, George wa s take n out of his voll for about 15 ~nutoo 
and when he r e turned I wa s taken out. I was ushered into tho Ci ty ~1 
(Adjoining tho j ailhouse) and thoro soa t e d next to o r.~on n t a t:;rpo ..: 
writ e r who bogon o.sking mo routino que stions . (I l ater lcnrnod t ha t 
t his was tho f.1ayor of Rulovillo, Dourrough) . VJhon I a sked wbo t tho 
oht.r gc s wor e ag!l.inst me , l:fll.yor Dourrough r opliod thnt they didn1 t 
l<now yot, tho t t )loy wor e invc stigt. tins oo bocauso thoro btld boon 
sOVCJN\1, hurglarios in town r ooontl-:r. When ho wa s f inished quos t1on111[ 
me , I fH:ik'"u to mcko o phone cnll , but tho Mayor r eplied, 11Vihon wo 
finlaJ1 1nvc.a bi ga tine;. 11 I wa s the n r e turned to ny uollo About o half 
hou.r ln t cr, G·oor go and I woro llgnin t oken out. Wo ?Ir-ro broug..h:t before 
Mayor Dc'.lr'rcugh •.vh:o was now o cting, wo assunod, as Justivo of tho 
Fence .• ond wcr o flold thnt I was cl;lo:rgod w:!.th v i ola-ting the curfew 
an<t t-hat IJonrgo was arrested f o-r violating tho ow· few rmd going 
tlli'ouah a stop sign . 'lio wore told thn t the f i n1 wos (.10 f o r oaoh 
count. W:l).ou I told M:oyor DourroupJt t ho t tho Su:>rcno Court '-...,r tho 
Uni tocl Stc. t o a hc.d :buled t ho. t curfew l aws for odult s wore uncn nsti tu­
tiono.l , Dourrougp r oplicd t ha t , 11 t hn. t liuw has not r eached hc.ro yo t. 11 

When I as~cod v1r..D. t t he cpponl bon1 would· bo , h o ao. td I would have to 
ao t ~r.> tl:.<; ~0110~ j a il i n Ind.!o.nol o nnd thor o IYWnit tho se tting of a 
bond. S.i m·c ·wo hod to do li\uoh work, we deoicdci.d to pr.y tho fines . 
This wo d id, who~oupon we wer e r ol onsod. 



MEMBER OF ARMED SI'..RVICE.S INSULTLD AND SlAPPED IN JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
JAILED - 3/26/64 

Events Leading Up to e.nd Pertiment to My Bein,3 Aaa'aulted by Three 
Members of the Jackson, Mississippi Police Force ; 

On 26 March 1964 my wife ~nd I were in J aclcson, !\!iss is sippi for 
the purpose of visiting with our long time friend , Julius Snmste1n. 
We were in route to r:~y new .krr:1y a seignl!lent at l<~ort Dix, New Jersey, 
coming fror:1 Fort So.r:1 Houston, Texas . 

On tbe afternoon of 26 Murch, I was stopped by Pa trolman Guess 
of the J ackson police , verb!llly cMrged with n1aking an 1llegal10T{M~tt'h; 
taken to the police sta tion and asked by a boy in ca sual civillan ;to 
pay ~17. At no tine was I f ormally charged, nor did I receive a t1cke1 
or citation. A Negro lady whom I knew only as Gwen but whose full 
nnne I believe is !!iss Gwen Gill on, was in thB car at the time of my 
arrest. 

On the eveninG of 26 h~rch, at about 9 S30 I drove Mr . Samstein 
to the police station where he went ubout the business of depositing 
bond for D:J vid Walker who was charged with a tra.Lfic violction. While 
waiting 1n the ma in lobby of the police stution, :l l!l£ln in civi lian 
clothe s who I assumed to be connected with t he Jackson police as he . 
approached from their office , started arrogantly questioning me about 
my identity nnd business; and tq.en abusively question i ng end accusing 
me e.s to my being 1."\0r.ried to !l.. •·wooly bug~,boo Ni!3ger g irl .,11 Towr.rd 
the conclusion of our convers~ tion he s~ id somethin~ to the effect 
th:.. t 11 -you 1 re m:.rried to :-. Nigger , :,rou ought to be booted out of the 
Array. 11 I t.nsv1ered something to the e ffect th:.t I vm s defending the 
constitution of our country , more th:::n he w::: s doing , ,;.nd tha t while 
it wa s no busi ness of his who l.'ly··T'.I!fo w:: s , I wa s confident tlwt she 
wa s u finer woman t hr.t his wife . Our conversc tion ended with this 
m['n hitting rae r.cross the f r. co with a .full- swingine;, open- htinded 
s mo ok . I then turned to lea ve but h cd troubJa doing so :-: a I vro s rao t 
c t the door by two uniformed pol1cenen, one o.f whom I bolievo vJo s 
Pn tx•o.Lrw.n Guess . They det!.inod no for C<bout 30 secondo, pu·shtng r::e 
c.nd ol bovring r::c in the upper body. When I left t he p~llcc a ta I:. ion 
in 1:1y cc r 1 r. P~•lice cr.r f .:: llowed no , ns they b..~d d :me c nrlior in the 
d c..y when I r..ud boon ::. t tho station t ::> puy the ~17. 

'.eho f '•ll "w i..ng n~rning LlC:rning I Vlent t 1 thl) FBI of flee in J a cks::> r 
wher e I report·Jd the incident t o Spot::~.ol Ae5ent Chnrle s BC~nd and sub­
mitt t:d u sw'>rn otctenont which wor.t into grootor clotoil tr..o.n tbis 
present stc. t euont (includin~ such thin ,:ss as witnesoes , dosc::-ipti on o:J f 
tho ::l (H30. iJ.r;nt - - r.b:-~ut 5 17 11

, str cky, sctuc•re f a co , wenring a ha t , etc) . 
Ho pr::lniso:i t~ c -:mduct nn invosti,;c tl~n •. 

I swea r t n the beat ?f oy kn~w­
l odge tho st~.tci.tc.nts c::-ntninod ...,n 
this pr.go e re true. 
De. t.sd-- 1 April, 1964 . 

S1.gnod 

Sign<?d I/I~t Erncnu<:ol D. Schre ibe r , ~&30 , USJ.. 

signed: 
N >tor y ?uhlic ~f Now Jer se y 
My c -,nnissi ::m e xpires Auc; 17 , 1965 



Beating of CORE Worker, 
Richard A. Jewett, in 
Jackson, Mississippi , Jail 
March 30, 1964 

My name is Richard A. Jewett . My home address is 124 west 
81 Street, New York 24, ;New York. I have been in Mississippi 
working for CORE (the Congress of Racial Equality) since mid­
Januory, 1964. During this space of time from mid-January to 
the end or March I have been working in canton on voter regis ­
tration. 

On Monday, March 30, 1964, I left the COFO (Council of 
Federated Organizations) office at 1017 ~ch ~treet, Jackson, 
at about 6 : 30 p.m. and went out to eat dinner. I went with 
another worker, Miss Helen O'Neal . we went to a place up the 
street, called Smackover·•s, where we sat and had a leisurely 
dinner, including several cups of coffee. Neither o£ us had 
any sort of nloobblic bever~ge before, during, or after the 
meal. 

After the meal was over we went across the street to a 
drug store where each of us bought one or two personal 1tems 
such as a toothbrush, pencils, filling a prescription, and the 
like. We were in the drugstore for approximately fifteen min­
utes. 

We left the drugstore and started T~ walk back to the 
COFO office. we were walking sl<'lo uy aide on the sidewalk . 
We were on the north sidP or Lynch Street and were wal~1ng 
east . By this time l.t was dark outside , and the t:tme was 
approxiiMtal;y ·7 : 30 p.m. or 7 :45 p .m. JUst after walking by the 
Masou1c •remple at 1072 Lynch Street we pass~d by a~ol:tce pr1s~ 
011er van. Parked just behind the van waH a poll ee car with 
four policemen sitting inside. we walJced by the car, glancing 
inside but not stopping Qr paying special attention to 1.t. 

After we had walked perhaps twenty steps beyond the police 
car we heard a call of ''Hey!" behind us . Wt:J turned around and 
started back when one of the C·fficers motioned to us . As we 
reached the officer who had called us (Se was out of the car 
and standing on t he sidewalk; a+l of the other officers re ­
ma~ned in the car.), the officer asked me wpat I had been drink­
ing . 'I replied, ."Hoth1cg. 11 The officer said something like 
"nonsense" and then, "Come along with me . " I gave a package I 
was carrying to Miss O'Neal, who then walked off towards the 
OOFO office . · 

The officer opened up the back door of the polio& prisoner 
van, a sort of panel tru.ck with wire mesh across the w:l,ndows 
in back and benches on both sides and in the front of the ~ok 
,:ompartment. I climbed in and sat down on one or the side 
venches . The back door was then closed behind me and locked 
with a pad look · on the· outs ida. Two off'icers c11mt1e:l in the 
i't·ont seat of the van; I could '!!ee theror th1·ough a mesh-covered 
wihdow that J ooker'l tlu·ough fr0411 1113' .compa rt.me11 t into the front 
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seat of the van. The van was then driven to the Jackson 'Police 
Station, the police car following close behind . Once or twice 
the van stopped . short for no apparent reason, and I \<JaB thrown 
towards the front of the compartment. I learned to hold tight 
to the bench to prevent anythil1g serious from 11appening. 

When the two vehicles reached the basement of the city 
jail, the padlock was unlocked and I stepped down and started 
to walk with the officers towards the elevator. Inside the 
elevator the light was switched off py the officer pressing 
the buttons for the floors. The light 1.;as not turneo on again 
until we reached the floor towards which we were hea,ded . 

\'/hen we reached tbe room where I was booked I was asked 
to stand in front of a desk on which there were two typewriters . 
A form was inserted into one of the typewriters, and a series 
of questions were asked me . These quest ions -- name, address, 
name of mother, name of father, date of birth , and the like -­
were the same questions asked of me when I had previously en­
tered the Ja ckson city jai l , so I believe the questions were 
all part of the form. 

Af ter the form had been completed , tl1e officers started 
asking other questions. They asked who I '"orked for, hqw much 
money I made, when I got pa id - a 11 of ~Thich I ans~~ered . They 
then a sked wha"& my wife thought of my dating a Negro girl -­
~thich I did not answer. They askad several other questions 
which I do not remember , the n they as l<ed if I would deny if 
I was a Communist. · I said tha t my political beliefs were not 
pertinent to the cha rges bei .ng placed against me and that I 
would not a nswer any questions about my political beliefs. 
Right a fter this one of the officers started to hit me. 

The of!'toer was standing behind me . We had ntr>\'Ed to a 
des!: on a nct!1" r side of the room where my pocl<et;:; il ::t c1 been 
en,pti<~cl &nci a~veral questions bad been asked cnbout i.he c.ontent s 
of m:v poclwts . Comments ~~ere oode aoout bow much mcney I !l.::cl 
(a bout &20 ) n nd about a sheet of paper -- vor·y o:ld and cr tnkled 
-- w-ith 'l'he J-t.ovemo?nt written across t he top a nd a lizt c f names 
on it . Tile office rs at one poj.nt ha d asl<et1 how l ong I hsd bean 
heN and I ha d r e plied t~1o months. One of the off'icr~rs s <~ id 
h~ didn •t believe me, tha t he had r iddtm up and do1m Lynch 
Street rr.any times hut had ne ver seen me . After t!Jis busj.nf:l ss 
with the poc~cet;; we had moved back to the desk wi ~h thE:: type­
writers .• a"ld lihe officers \"e re a r1•anged 11Ti th tNo ~ehind me and 
two 1n front of me . 

The officer t;ho bee;nn to bit me 1~ae ·standing behind me . 
He r a ised his arm a nd ca1:1e down •~i 1 ;h th ;~ s ide of his hand a ­
c ross my ner: k . He repeated this rr.otloll about. half a dczen 
t imes, e~wh time s ':iriking hP. rd . I gave under each blo1·1 but 
strl'lir.;ll t.~ned up for the 3uccP.ed1ng one . Aa he hit me tbG first 
t ime he sa:l oJ s -=mething l i l<e "Nigger-lover" but sa id not hing 
fo'l, each of the other blows . 
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After these blows, the officer turned me slight ly towards 
him and started to hit me in the body and stomach and face with 
his fists . 1\S he did this he forced me back t he s1x or eight 
feet across the room until I was aga1nst the wall. He then 
took my head in one of his hands and slanuned my head against 
the wall two or three times . Af ter this he pulled me forward 
and forced me to the ground. While I was on the ground be 
kicked me several times in the stomach and chest. 

I then got up, and be started h1tting me on the body aga1n 
with his fists, He also k1ol<ed up with his leg several times 
and kicked me in the stomach . After this he walked into one 
of the other rooms off the booki ng room. 

At one point 
did very little. 
the whole time. 

another officer joined in the hitting, but he 
The two remaining officers simply looked on 

The officer who had administered most of the beating came 
back out of the side room very soon . He was breathing very 
hard. .t.t this po1nt the officers looked at me and membled 
something ato1.1t z·es1St1ng arrest and nodded to each other. 
I had resumed my position in front of the t able with the· type­
writers. As the officer who had done the hitting typed out 
somethi ng I noticed his name -platej it read EARL GUESS. I did 
not not i ce the nomes of any of the other officers. 

I would estimate that the whole beating tool< from 30 to 
45 seconds. 

ShortJy after this the jailer came into the room and l ed 
me off to my cell. I was kept by myself in one of toe t-:'veati ­
ga t i on cel ls oveL•looking the Hinds county Courthouse . 

Sev0r o 1 of tht:: true1.ees (N~g:ro ) who eerviced t he cell spoke 
t o mf; dut'ing the nm.t two days that I was there, Tll~Y as\ted i f 
I w~ re the fe J low ~;t.o was beaten in the book:!.ng room on Monday 
nigbt . When I replied t;na t I was , they asked why, I f:a1d that 
I wns a civil righ~s worker. Several of t he people told me in 
turn about how they hacl been beaten when they had come in . 

At my t r ia 1 my l awyer .. Mr , Jess Brol'm, spoke with the prose­
cuting attornr:y. I pled nolo contende~e; and fines ogajnst me of 
$15 on one count; , $25 on another count, and 30 days suspended 
s ent ence on the third count l'lere levied. The thr.ee co•.mts were 
drut1l\enness , resH•t i ng arrest , and vagrancy . I believe the two 
fines were for drunk~nness and resisting arrest, the suspended 
sentence f or vagranc:1n b1.1t there was a miJtup a t the tr1.a l and 
I do not know. 

I served two days in the county Jail before rr.oney came 
to pay my fines and release me. 



S'l'f;~ \$ l.a5:3ISSIPPI 
rex. ·!T:! :.JI H1KI6 

Council of Federatud Urganit.at.ions 
J.ffidsvit ~r 311 Hochat.edle~ 

Jail Treatment of white student in Jackson, rdssissippi 

il1 Thursd~y, Ppril 16, I, li:li l:lochst edlor, l•hit.J) , along with rAarlon ~llon(llegro) , 
;>J!:; arr os ted fo r attempting to integrate the Jackson lilunicipal auditorium to att"md 
~ 1e HolidAy on Ice Show. Ue were cha~ed with llreach of the :>eaco . 

()1 Frtd11y, tha following c' ay, ne were each sentenced t o six months imprillonment and 
'lSOO , OO . !i·a IIBI!'tl taken to t he •1iods ColU1ty jail about 61JO p.m. 1\bout 9 :)0 p . m. I 
was ~eten and whipped by two prisoner~~ in tb11 cell in which .1. was staying , 

T~o jailer did uot plrcc me behind bars at the same time as the rast of the white 
prisoner s we re put. in. Fr om the looks and s tares l sensC:Jd that they had baen told 
11hy 1 was in jail , One of the prisoners later told me that the jaibr had told them 
befor e -hend lfho was comine !r!d 'ltlet 1 had been a tTested for . t. ftor takin.g a shower, 
l • 11s told by a pri soner lwho l<~t.er beet me) that I had bet t er stay on ri1y bunk in ~ 
ceJ.J U' I knew wh8t was good for Cl8. 'nle six conmon cells had eight bunks in each 
and wa r .J ooen 6: 00 8. m, to 10: 00 o. m. 

f,t about ~J:OO p . m., 8 dozen or more inmates gathered in the c3ll where 1 had been 
t.old to s tay. I was told to ~et. out of' !Icy' b la'lk. After talking and t cyinc to reason 
with t hem or so11111 time I was told that they were ~toing to show 1118 a~d tn7 e ther 
people from the North thinlci.nr. about eor.lihg do-.m to stir up t rouble lfhat would happan 
:•o them if they c 1111e. 1 bad been sit tin~ 01'1 the lower bunk. :.nen I stood 1 11 pris­
l'ner ..mo weiP-hed about 400 l b., hit 110 neer the l d 't. eye. 1 fell to tte floor . "hen 
r o:ot up, be hit .me and knocked me down agein. A.fter one or two repetitions , I f ell 
into a l OW!!r hll'lk. l(y fac.! lfas bleedin~t • He then stopped hittill( 1118, One of t.he 
prisoners ordered me to ~et back on nv bank end to roll up • u t.t resa. They threat­
ened ~o kill m if I didn •t follow orders. I did as 1 was told. f,f t (.lr laying on t.he 
steel bl.l'lk for 10-l$ minutes 1 I ... ortler.d to get dowr. md lean over w1 th my head a1 
11 l:lwer bunk. lnother prbon" r then O.Cm whipping .. trlth a leatber belt. I had on 
onl;,- my underlfear. Arter ebout eight l•hea I waaordentd to lower IV s horts . tie then 
con t.!.,lued the whippin~: . All duri.rw the whipping I apt repe.t.1ng, "Fathor, forgive 
-:.hem, because tl'ey really don't know what tney are doing. Cll, Lord, help 11111 to tak -J 
it . '' t.rta r 16 or 18 lashings, I screa•d md stood up. ~~body than hit me hard on 
t !.• ti:-ht jaw, llld n\larly knocked me out. I reaaained epr•le d out on a lower bl.l'lk 
f or: :uvor al min ut os 1 e fter which I crnl.Jd back into 111f1 bunk for th<t r.Js t of thl 
ni?,ht.. No one beet me 8'\Y more that night. 

Saturday morning tha jailer asked • wut. bed happened to IV f ace. I didn ' t tell hi.m 
•J bccau;:;., thtl o t h-.r prisoners word within heerin~ rqe. I•a quite eure he knew what. 

had h"PPl H__.d , but 114 j ust lqlled ttl~ l t..1ld hbl I ran into •-th~. 

D .u:i:> ·~ th11 no«t day 011:1 of the !X'isoners told • ttwt last night was j 111 t a sa~l·~ of 
Vliia>. l'r<,s c.:>min~ toni~rht. Bltcau.se of deprees1on and tear, 1 JUd.J a stat-m. Set.lll'ds.f 
o•;oninc rl th t he pr etense that l was chanrlnc., •llfll ..S 1111uld do not.hinf: era in 
tl ,•; 111'3!. cf civil rl~hts for Negroes. They •dll 110 ..re attacks or tbroet.s on 1!18 

whil~ I was in j ail. 

On ·" <Jay, 1\pril 2:0, <'ete stone r, anoth.r wtd.\e ec\1Ye 1D c1Yii right.• .., :~laced Ul 
t ·n it~il . I was told to liiQVe into another cell • Pne could n.., Where l ~d been. 
I I'.Ovt I oom one cell and acrou t.be h.U.. -" alloa\ 91]0 p.a., aae or 110re priaon•n 
1 "~"n beat.ina ltl.a. I cOilld no\ .... t.lle beat.latJ a\ oou14l ~ o~&ly hew 1t.. I 
b'l~.;;'d t.1\" cca:at.inUDG8 ~-~ l...t. ,_. IIIIIGt "''" ")":1'•• ,_ er tlft.een atnu•.oa :a­
t&r t t.o:/ O&''*'" Ida Gilt fill JWt b ;I-t •SU!~ a_..,.d bla \o lo.r ld.ll 
rllftt.r . l 'leud about .tx os--.~ • ~1 .. ~ l tw•rd ~ 
nir 1t . .. n 1\7' opj.Diefft, th.t UA ot Mit fJriaq ie in f811lor ill 11 • 
Mill . ~~~· •Pi jell. ortcf,lutl alp., b1 .:u !lean.t114J ~ 



CONGRESSIONAL CAMPAIGN WORKERS HARRASSE.D IN RULEVILL:&, MISSISSIPPI­
MARCH 201 1964 

Report by Student Nonvi olent Coordinating Committee Field Worker 
Mendy SemsteinJ 

On Friday night, March 20, Georse Green and I left Ja ckson for the 
Delta to find Mrs. &.mer and Charl es MacLaurin in order to lea rn 
the outcooe of Mrs . Hamer's opening campaign rally in ~ll evillo , 
Mississippi . (Mrs . &mer is running tor congress in the second con­
gressional district) and to discuss future campaiGD strategy. We 
took with us hundreds of handout leaflets for campaign canvassing 
as well as other campaign materials which had just been worked up 
1n Ja ckson and Atlanta . We arrived in Cleveland, Mississippi at 
approxinlately 11: 30 i .n the hope of finding McLaurin at tho home of 
Amzie 14oore , o resident of Cleveland. Finding no one homo at Moore 'a 
house we decided to proceed to Ruleville to see Mrs . Homer and par­
hap s find McLaurin. We arrived in Ruleville at o~proximately l2: l 5 

and were driving through the Negro community when we were stopped 
by liulov1llo police . We stopped ouiJ car (George woe driving a t the 
time) . Two men got out of the police cor and opnroaohod us. One woa 
o stout , round- faced man (who we later learned was name Milam ond 
wos known to Negro residents of Ruleville for his brutal ity. 1iHao 
is the brother of tho man who was accused of killing Emmo tt Till). 
Tho other wa s o shorter LJan, wearing [;losses (whoso n ame wo n ever 
l earne d) . tiHam was dressed 1n uniforn 1 but tho other mon wa s dre s sed 
in pla in chinos and a tan shirt. (VIe later learne d he was merely &n 
ouxilary pol1oenan who frequently was put on night duty) . 

The shorter man opproached me and asked mo what I was doing in 
11 nigt;ertown. " When I did not reply he told me to get out of the 
cor . Mt:lanshile Milam had ,~one around to tho other side of the oar 
end hD.d told George Green, "nig ger , got out of tho car ." We were 
both than pushed and shoved to tho back of tho car wher e we were 
continuously and threateningly askod what we were doing in, 11nigser­
town" . Then tho shorter fellow bet;an questioning me !l!i to whot .1 wa s 
doing 11wi th thD. t nig;;er" . Milam then grabbed mo ond started shoving 
lllll o.round . Tho shorter .fellow then went over to George ond a sked him 
if 11ho wa s o nigger . 11 When George did not reply, tha shorter nat. 
pulled his gun and shoved it repeatedly in Georg e ' s stona ch. I l a t er 
l earned .he had tho gun cocked and had jabbed it r epeatedly in George ' : 
ribs, ca using scvElra l lacerations . After a few nomont,, tho shorter 
mon como o~or to n o and told Milam that he would taka core of me . 
Ho tha n shoved n o o few yards to a looppost end began oskint; tlo who 
I vtorked for and what I was doing hero with that nigger. \Vhcn I 
expla i ne d that I worked for the Council of Fed erated Or':janiza tions 
e nd .. hat we wore concerned with voting and education, he r e peated 
intoro i tta ntly, "Why you yellow bastard , I ought to ••• 11 (cocking his 
fist bock while saying this) . 

Meanwhil e , Milam was back a t tho cor with George, am I l a t e r l earned 
from Ge orge thot Milam ~lao pulled his gun and jabbed it r e peat edly 
into Geor ge 1 a stomach. Begore anything further tronsp1rod be tween 
me a nd t ho shorter mon , Mila m came ond told us that we wore both 
UfidOr nrros t nod the. t we should get in our cor . VIc wor e to make a 
right and then pr o oood t o tho j a ilhouse - - wh iob we did . When we ; ot 
out, we wvr o t ol d to go into t he j a ilhouse whor e wo wer e t old t o 
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empty oll our pockets . 'i<o wor e them frisltcd by the shorter man, who 
kept r ope a tcdly ca llin1.5 Goorc e a 11ni;.r,:sor . 11 Mil Em, looking n t me , 
then snid , 11 ! still don't know whe t you pe ople do . 11 When I said vrc 
wor e concerned with Nc GI'O participction in politics , he r eplied tha t 
11

"'10 don't havo c.ny ni:;gor r;Jal 1t1cs in Rulovillo , 11 ht thia point, wo 
were pl a ced in separcto cells , vrithout be ing fingerprinted or booked , 
without be ing able to make a phone or.ll , and without an y q;ppr nisal of 
whn t tho chor~o s llf&£l inst us wer e . 

During tho night , I cwoke to tho sharp boice of the shorter ~~n who 
had arrested me earlier. He wa s talkin~ t o a ~~ who was obviously 
baing p~ t into a call . He kep t colline the mnn a nigger a nd when t he 
mon did not ro) ly 11yeli sir11

, he r ooinded hin throa tenin~ly to wo.y 
11ye s sir11 to hio. After liil am an d tho shorter r.JD.n loft, I l earned 
tho nan just arre sted was a Negro school t ea cher from Ha ttie sburg . He 
was in Ruleville , trying to visit his Wife who wns i n t ho hospi tol 
t horo, o t tho be dside of her nether . 

Tho n ext uorning a r ound 9 :00 tho Negro s chool t o:::.chor wa s r ol oo sod . 
When t he j a ilor cane in, George a sked h i m if he coul d nmlco a phone 
cull, but the j n illcocpe r r eplied , "Vfhen wo got r eady . 11 •lcnnwh 1lo 
George , from his cell , VTO. s o blo t o soc s ever a l officers 130 into 
our oc r nnd b~gin s0nrching thro~~ it f r om hood to trunlt. Goar co 
sow t hco toke aovor nl of tho lArs . Hcncr l eafl e ts fron tho car . 

At about 10 :30, Geor ge we e t aken out or his noll for a bout 15 minute s 
ond whon he r e turne d I wa s t aken out. I was usher ed into t ho City Bn l 
(Adjoin ing tho j a ilhouse) a nd thor o sc.a t od next t o c. men a t a t ype­
write r who boaan a sking no r outine que a tiona . (I l a tor l.C or nod t hl'. t 
this wa s the Uoyor of Rule ville , Dourrouah) . Vihcn I o skvd wha t t ho 
chf- r gc s wo r o against me , Ucyor Dourrouc;h r eplie d t hat · t hey didn 't 
know ye t, t ha t they wor e inve stigc tin~ no because t her e hod boc.n 
se ver a l burgla.rios in town r e cently. '·~hen he vms f inished quc stionin::; 
oo , I a alr.c.d to J:lC. k o r. !)hone cnll , but the !byor r cvlicd , "When we 
finish invustiac. ting. 11 I vrcs the n r c turne d to r.Jy ucll. About r. half 
hour l a t c r, Geor e;c n od I wer e again t akon out . Wo were br ought before 
Moyer Dourrough who was now noting, wo n s auracd , ns Justivo of t l:o 
Pen ce , a nd wore told t hat I was chcrg~d with violating t he curfe w 
and t hnt Goorge wa s o::rostod !'or violating tho curfoyt end go ing 
throu~h o atop si~n . ~c wore told tha t the f ind wa s ~10 for each 
count . \"Jl).on I t old Mayor Dourrough thn t tho Su~rcno Court of tho 
Unit ed St u tes hod Dulod t ha t curfew l ows for a dults wer e un constitu­
tiono1., Dourrough r upliod t ho t, 11 t ho t l.:lw ho s not r cach0d he r o yo t . 11 

Whc..n I o.skod w~..a t t he. appo:<l bond would bo, h0 sa id I would have to 
~o to~ th~ c ounty j a il in Indi anol a nod t hor u ·av1n it tho s e tting of a 
bond . 5 i r.cc wo hod t o do o uc.h work, wo dccicd6d to 1Jr.y tho fine s . 
'fh is we d i d, whc. r c u;:>on wo wer e r e l on sod. 



Harasar:1ento in Jaclcson 

Sunda~; *Y 24 · · 
' p.m. l.!!lzmy Schraderj a White BUIIIII8r volunteer, was walking on 

Lynch Street opposite the OOPO ottioe. 'I'tle police came up to her and 
asked who she was and where· she lived. They told her that she 
shouldn*t live with n1ggel'B; that n1ggel'8 would kill her. When the 
police found out that she was a volunteer worker they told her that 
she had better get a job soon or else they would arrest her for 
vagrancy~ The police then followed her until s~ reacheJ the book 
s torage house towards which she had bean headed. 

rt?nda~, MaY 2~ · 
a.m. chard Jewett; a white CORE worker, was picked up while 

waiting for · a tax1 after goill$ to a movie. He was 1n' the company of : 
Doris Derby · Euveeter Simpson; a~ Dona M:>ses; all Negro SNOO workers. 
Jewett was taken to the city jail; beaten; and charged with drunken­
ness and YafF!lr.Oy. At the trial the following day the vag:ranoy charge 
was dropped, but a $15 bond t or drunkenness was posted. . . 

· 1 p;m~ HUnter Jt>reyj a white SNCC worker; Alan I.srner and Charles 
wolli ~th white law stuCients here tor the SUIIID8r; were stopped by 
pollee . When Woll and I.srner would not give their residence address~s 
t he police threatened to arrest them on suspicion or· being f'ug1t1ves . 
Woll and I.srner still would not give their addressee; so they were 
taken to police headquarters. There another police officer spoke to 
them; apologized somewhat for what bad happened• and had the officers 
take them back to where they had been picked up. . . 

6t30 p~m. Andrew :Barnes; a Negro SNCO worker~ was driving a 
oar oonta1n1ng Jlllrgaret BUrnham; James P1ttnBn; Negro SNCC workers; 
Bob wen; a white SNCC worker; Nedra Winans; Nancy Jervis~ and Emmy 
Soh:r..der, all white SUIIIII8r volunteers. 'I'tle oar was stopped, and an 
otfioer had :Barnes turn on the lights and step on the brak8s. The 
ofti.cer said there was only one light back and tront although there 
were actually two lights 1n the back. The oti'i.oer then told the 
car to follow him to headquarters. At the poliqe stati on the ottioer 
asked :Barnea who all the people 1n the oar were. When he heard that 
they were working tor · OOPO he told them to get out or the oar an<1 
come into the station. There the other people in the oar were toroed 
to stand 1n the waiting room while the police talked to Barnes. 
The police charged Barnes $7 tor improper li.ghts and $15 tor an earlier 
euspeooed sentence. Several times while talking to .:Barnes the ot­
fioe:rs grabbed his oh1n whiske:rs aoo pulled .. on them • . SUbsequently 
the oar was allowed to return to the otfioe. 

8a15 p.m. Pete Brettl a white summer volunteer, was · driv1ng a 
158 Vol.Janegen containing stephen Sokoloff and Bill I.1.ght; both whtte 
summer volunteers; and Hannan aatea; a looal Negro worker fran Bel­
zoni. 'I'tle poli.oe stopped the oar aoo asked tor Brett ts license. The 
license had expired several daya earlier; so Erett was t old to follow 
the police to the atation. At the atat1on speeding was added to the 
ohargea; the police ola1m1ng on t~ ticket that Brett had been doing 
between 115 and 130 miles per hour. The oar had to be driven back to 
the OOPO ottioe · to get the money; :erett l'ml"l kept 111 jail until the 
money was toun<1 ~ . . 

10 p.m; Charles Oobbj a Negro SNOO worker, was returning to the 
otfioe from his residence~ A police oar pulled up next to him and 
w1. thout sa~ anything a1mply followed him the three or tour bloolas 
to the ott1ce. 
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From 11 p.m~ to 1 a.m: po~ioe oars seemed to be cruising constant­
l y in f'ront or the OOFO office. The oars would drive up and down1 the 
officer s looking out t~e oar windows at the office or at the people 
in front of the office. 

llt50 p.m. Bill Light and Emmy Schrader, white summer volunteers; 
entered the · L1mel1ght care next door to · the OOFO office. Each ordered 
a hamburger; Emmy ordered beer to drink; Bill ordered soua . AlmoSt 
immediately police officers came 1n and walked directly up to the table . 
They stood there; Just watching. Emmy took a drink of beer. one of 
the police of!ioers tapped her on the shoulder with ~ flashlight, told 
her to get up; and ordered her out to the pol ice oar. At the police 
station an officer tol d her she had no busines$ coming to Jaoksonj 
that she should go on home where she came from~ She was charged with 
publto drunkenness though she had drunk less than one-half can of 
beer; She was released 1n the morni.ng after posting a $15 bond. 

TUeeday; MaY 26 
~a.m, A oar driven by Charles Wollj a white law student; left 

the office. D1 the oar were Alan ~mer; a white law student; Charles 
Cobbj a Negro SNOC work$r; li\lnter Jlbrey and Bob Weilj white .SNOO wor­
kers . The oar was stopped almost immediately by the police. Woll 
was charged with having a faulty muffler. The mutf~er was not perfect; 
there was a question of judgement about the muffler . The oar went down 
to the station~ a $12 fine was paid . The oar left the 1ttat1on; again 
1t was stopped. The oar was said to have faulty 11ghts--even .th~ugh 
at the station they had been told that the lights were all right. 
They drove back to the station and pai d a $7 t±ne~ The oar drove 
away again. The oar was stopped a thi.rd t~me--for faulty muffler 
once more . They drove back to the station. After talldng to . the 
officers the oar was released without payment of a third tine . The 
oar f inally reached its destination near the COFO office at about 
3:15 a;m. 

1 a.m. Attorney Iarry warren; white, of Detroit was followed .. 
from the OOFO office all the way across town to his hotel by police. . . . 

2 a . m. Ed Hamlett; a white SNCO workerj started to drive Jesse 
Morris :and Don White, Negr<.? SNCC workers; Mendy Samat~1n and casey 
Hayden; white SNCC workersi to their respective homes. Atter Jesse 
had been dropped ott the polioe started to follow the oar. At 
case¥ 'S residenoe ·the polioe came up to the oar and asked to see 
Hamlett 's license. The officers · said he was guilty of the "tri­
state" law (license 1n one statej oar registration in a seoond statej 
and dri v1ng in · a th1rd); The officers then took ltlmlett down to the 
police station; Arter some discussion at t~ police station it was 
decided that possibly there was no such law. Hamlett was driven back 
to his oar; and he was able to drop ott the rest of the passengere 
without incident. 

l 0i l 5 a;m. Stephen Sokoloff and pete Brett~ both white summe~ · 
vol unteers, were walld..ng with Herman Gates~ · a Negro worker from Bel­
zoni; to the office; A light blue Plymouth; Mississippi plate HBlOlOj 
driven by a husky man pulled up along side of them and asked where 
they lf8re going. When they replied that they were going to the COFQ 
office the man demanded that they leave town at once. on finding out 
that Herman lived with the two others; the man demanded that Herman 
get in the oar with him. ·The man then drove Hei'III8n out of town; told 
him to get out ~?f the oarj struok him several times on the arJ!I wit h 
a leather strap, and lett him standing by the railroad tracks . The 
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man tol d him to get out of town or else be tel be killed; The man then 
patted the gun he was weari ng ~n his hip several times . The man then 
got into his oar and drove off . 

5 p .m; Pete Stoner~ a white SNCC worker~ was followed when his 
oar left the OOFO ot'fioe . When Pete failed to stop · at some I'ailroad 
traokej he was stopped by pol ice and given a ticket; customarily in 
r.u.ssiss1pp1 oars need only slow down at railroad crossings although 
there is a law that oars must stop oo,l etely; Stoner ~s taken to 
the police s~at1on and held until the 17 fine was paid . 

5 p;m. on the way to the station with · Pete Stoner the police 
oar .stopped a oar driven by Sanford Russel l; a viSiting Air Force 
Serg~nt . Russel l was oharged with speeding and had to pay a $17 
fine . The police a l so told Russell that they were going to call his 
base and get his superiors to order him baok to tl'le base 1n Alabama 
from whioh be had oome . 



• A F F I D A V'I '1' S 

Tbe toll01d.ng att1da91ts wre eeleeted to giw eyeld.tness and t1rst person accounts 
. ot epecit:l.c inctdents in .more formal detail. In several cues the attida.S. ts are 
emerpted due to length or because more then one attida'91t h&!l been used to des­
cribe a situation in a g1-nm location. 

m att1da'91 ts 'included here refer to occurrences this put sm. They are not 
the moet atrocious statements tbat could turve been gathered tron expes 1ences ot 
Missiesipp1 Negroes in ~~ li.te or in connection w.lth the moue ant dllring 
tht..JN~. t•w 1811'S~ *"~ f.B • .f]:pa:S;\~ ~.J'~\Chle Qowt,'t) an:,,!'!)adelpb!a- . , _ 
NeiliOb'a County staTAII!enti! 'that tMee b01d.t1a dict'-not begin tb1ll • 

......,__~· - · - .... -- .. ..... . ···-·- ... ··- . .. ...... .. .. . .. . . . . . ... ; . . 
In most cases atftcta'91ts ha've been selected' becauee thq are the beet ottia!al 
stat.ents deacribilig a sitUation or pattern existing acrose the state. 

Rigbly publia!zed events such as the beating ot Rabbi Arthur LelJVSld and t110 
volunteere in Hattiesburg, or the "reign or terror" oreated in Jaclalon b7 t110 
men one night when two separate shootings and a beating took place, have been 
om1 t ted. Statements trom Silas McGhee have not been included since the -acbl. ttedl.y 
historic. Pm arrests of three o£ his attaclairs broke that story into the nation's 
press • 

.Attidants from Mrs. Fannie Lou Hiner, J1Jin7l'ra'V'1s or the widow of Louis Allen, 
tor eDIIIPle, have not been included u it is unmeet that uost persons who worked 
in M.l881elipp1 this PI!St s~ ~cl be tand,l1ar with their stories. ,qd since 
this set ot e~tements is restricted to the ~MS~er o£ 1964 ve have not at~d 
to insert sUch atl'1cta'91ts .as SNCC worker MacArthur COtton's cte!Cribing Parchman 
Penitentill')T last year where he was bung by hls hands tor three hours, or SNCC 
worker George Greene's stata.nts tr0111 Natohez. 

It should be kept in lllinct tbat attida'91ts are not aftil.able ror the bulk or in­
cidents tb1s RUt sumer or, IIOZ'e impox'tantl71 trom before. 

* * * * * * * 
r'l'he tollovlil« ·~s ot '91olence in Mlssissipp1 is excerJ11ect tram an an~s 
oft4fA*~te sul:m"-d by ~laitrt.Ufa. ~n 00~ !t th1M7, u onnibua suit, fUed 
in;J'~~·~: ~a~o;t~~ .. ·~ -~d:l~ .~• Jlii~ .~·J . ,_ . • . 

~ 
'l'he ue ot '91olence by wh1 te 111en to keep Negroes "in their place" 
1n M!.esis81pp1 did not begin, u is SCIIIISti.mea asserted, with the 
cCIIIing ot the civil rights movement to that state. liolence was 
basic to the s,atem ot slaV81')", and 1 t has never been abendoned 
as a means ot 11eontroll1ng" the Negl'o population. Only the fOJ'IIlS 

' have changed. 

ait •there has been an IIIIUing consiatency in the forms of organisa­
tlon used by the white man to meet the challenge ot ci'911 rights 
since the treeing ot the slaves. 'l'he authors o£ Reconstruction 
Legislation realized that they must meet t110 closely related forms 
or resistancer (1) One was open '91olenee, the use ot brute and in­
disoriJTd.nate tor-oo b;y pr1 vate white c1 t:Lsens and ol ru;d-tlne orgao-

• 

•• 
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- "1.zat10ns' agail'ist the Negro population to en~~ure that it was perma~ 
ently terrorized and intimidated fr!om asserting its rights; (2) Jln 
equally serious challenge coming f'rom the leading officials of the 
white communi~ govezn111ent offidlll.s, la~r enforcement officers, and 
members of the judiciary. By their ret\lsal to indict and proeecute 
those tiho cP!IIird.tted acts of violence, and by their refusal to enforce 
the neWly passed civil rights acts of the Reconstruction Period, 
they became accomplices in a conspiracy to "lteep the Negro in his 
place" -a conspiracy Which constantly resorted to beth private and 
highly organized formt~ of violence. 

' . 
••• One hunQI'ed years later,. tfeyoes in Mississippi. and those who 
haw come to N!;l..P thel!l ••• face !...~ situation} fundament~ iden-

-- tlc'AL to tnatl di!cn' thereg!slators"of l~a ·taced' !n ·attempting to 
~6JI'I.llle t'tS tHW St511'ttr. '""i!fi!'oii!"Jtid-\1\e ~~ t.rr P!l"h\S' 'Vi>rkers in 
Mississippi today face beth open violence and official negligence 
and compll:ci t;y, just as tliey did i n 1866 ••• . . 

Note: All affidavits reprinted here t.rere notarized at the, tillle tl\~'.11t:.f'~ S'liOrn 
out, or in the event no nctc.ry public 1f88 available, ~rere witnessed by at least 
tuo persons. 

!!,FIDAVIT Io TAWIU'l'CRIE COUNTY 

In February, l9Q4, dreen'Bi-infer, 29, now a resident of New' Jersey, was visitt.ng 
his parents in Charleston, T.U,ahatchie County. ruring this visit, be and his 
brother Charles went to the Huntly Grocery Store. Jccording to Green Brolftll' 1S 
a1'tidav:1 t: 

"Charles tient inside the store to get sott drinks . It seemed as if it was tald.ng 
a long time for him to come out. David Baskin, a friend who was with ll.! 1 nlked 
to the door, then turned around and started to walk real fast to the road. I 
then began to hear the sound of some licks. I ran inside the store and saw my 
brother Charles ly':l.ng on t he noor. He Has· bleeding. He was unconscious. Mr. 
Huntly had backed up against the counter, holding an axe handle. Another white 
man, ~lr. George Little, was also holding an axe handle. 

... -- . ·- .... ~·· ...... _ 

• 

.. . 
·-

"I ~~t-~o~ ..,to ~ll!l' • .. c:.!,ll!!«!.~m, .. t~e~nd.a;!~'~ .~ •• ,!"!~j'~ the matter? • _ 
What happened? 1 There was no response. I then pulled biJn up and was getting 
biJn to the door , and by that time he tras be~nning to help himself. I then 11111-
ked back to get the sunglasses that belonged t o my brother •• ,J.fr. Huntly started 
to cuss me, saying I better 'get him out before I kill him.' 

"Mr. Huntly then got tds gun--ant! Jlltarted to eh!lke-- t.rben I eot a blow f'rom behind. 
I received a f'ractured skull, broken ja~l'bone, broken nose and a burst eyeball, 
tdtb little use of my eye. B01rever, I ;.ras able to help my brother to the car ••• 
A brother, Jesse, met us end drove us to Charleston. 

11Later, about a week later, the sherif'f, Alex Doghm, came and asked us what hap­
pened. Another white man carne later and said he wes sent by the sherl:t!, and he 
interviewed us . ~nee then nothine has bappenoti on our behalf. " 
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Their mother, Mrs . Janie Brewer, said in another affidavit: 

"•••A neighbor f'riend or mine tolme that IllY sons had just been beaten up by white 
folks, and I lost IllY presence of mind tor a !-~bile. .Another son of mine 1 Eugene 1 
found that my son Charles NBS in the Charleston Hospital, and toot Greene was in 
the Grenada Hospital. The next day I uent to the Charleston Hospital and saw my 
son Charles. I tried to talk to him. He Hould cry, and then lose consciousness, 
in and out. He t-rould only say: 'I.Zbere is my brot~er--and ~ "'' 

In '.Pallahatehie- County, County Registrar William Cox is currently under a court 
injunction to determine the qualifications of Negro registrants by the same 
sta~arCfs ·as. wtd te;·, not to .llmi t Pegro regi.str~p~ts to coming in one at a time I 
and to not use the constitutional interpretation section of the registration form. 

This SUJ!IIIIer marked the first attempt by st>ICC to IIJnove into" Tallahatcbie County. 

On Aueust 4, 1964, four rne!llbers of the Brewer family attempted to register to 
vote. According to some SNCC spokeSl!len they tfere the first \l.egroes to try to 
register since Reconstruction; they 1rere certainly the first in several decades. 

The next night, according to an attidavit from t-trs . Melinda Bretrer, a member of 
the Green Brewer family, a black pickup truck drove around past her house and 
the house of her brother-in- lalf, Jesse James Bretfer. It stayed in the area 25 
minutes. 

On August 6, she stated, a green pickup truck drove by at about 1 or 2 Belli• and 
cruised around. 1he continued: 

"lls they were driving I could see them using a searchlight on the trees like 
they was hunting animals ••• One of the men, about 7 or 6 of them, got out of the 
truck and walked over towards my bedroom window. He asked me if I had seen 
Jesse Brewer or Earl Brewer. I said 1 hadn' t and asked t-~hy he was looking tor 
them. Re said he just wanted to see them. Be left and drove off. The man was 
white; I coul d not telJ. whether the rest were wb1 tes or not. I could see what 
1 thought were guns sticking up in the back of the truck. 

''Mr . Blunt i e the tilfl.d agent on the plantation on which I live. He said on 
llugust_Q thai U' •. ai'IY'Qne on llr ... lkln's place went to register to vote, that per­
son ltaS going to .&et kicked ott the plantation. Be said no one in Tallahatchie 
wants any o£ those niggers who go to the courthouse. He said he had seen that 
God damned old Jesse and Earl go at the courthouse and said they didn't have no 
God damned business up thrre. 

"I live on Mr. lkln Jlddison's plantation. On ~aturday, August 6,..I went to his 
office to pick up my check. He told me they didn ' t want any of those darnn 
niggers going do1-m to the courthouse. 

"Mrs . John Bretrer , a 1fbite 1oJ0man, lives right dotm the road from me. On August 
5, she carne over to talk ui th me . She asked lihat t·tas that brown car doing down 
there all the time. She said if they f ound out I'll! t-IllS in any way involved in 
civil rights they •,ms going to put us out, and sho said she wou.l.d feel sorry ft:1r 



.. 

us losing a h0111e , !Jhe also said that if civil rights workers lived in Jesse's 
hOI.VIe, .they.' :roul ·.1 - t ·;;, r'u lCU.; ;: !nc.n -~.::: : en:.! ::;('t t.'·er out ~ror- there. 

"On Saturday afternoon, hugust 8, several FBr agents came to see me. They asked 
about the incident11 ~lith the pickup trucks , 1 tnte frightened and didn't want 
to get my name used, so 1 told them 1 eli dn 1 t see anything. 1 told them that the 
whites didn ' t ask for Jesse and Earl. L also said that there were no guns . I 
lied to them." 

.AFFI~VIT n, 
• 

• • • 

The follotdng excerpted statement by Lafayett e ~. dil:ector ,pt tbe Clarks­
dale COFO pr oject, indicates the attitude of local latf enforcement and author­
ities towards the existence of civil rights offices in the state of Mississippi. 
'3\lrney, Negro, is a 22-year- old 1NCC tror ker and a native of Ruleville. 

"The first day that 1 arrived i n Clarksdale to arrange for housing for the 
other trorke:rs the Chief of' Pollee, Ben Colll:'!s , C8111e up to me and said, ·~le 
ain' t goin to have this shit this year . • He then asked me if I wanted to 
fight right then and I said that I tnta nonviolent., ,The next dey he and other 
policemen sat in front of the office and took our pictures with a movie camera. 
Collins \ a day later-) said, 'I'm goi'ng to kill you i .f it's the last thing I 
do • ••• Thrs same day ~ollins assigned a policeman to follow me around wherever 
1 1~nt. !•lhen I would go into any place that policeman would stac; outside. 
This same policeman ~10\lld follow people from the project to try to find out 
what families we trere living wit h and where tre ate. 

•After the Civil Rights Bill t'/89 signed, Collins 11ent around t o all the Negro 
restaurants and told them that if t hey served the project lJOrkers, ei the:r lfh1 te 
or Negro , he would close them up ••• 

"A while later an agent from the city Water end Light !Jepartment came t o the 
office and tried to turn the lights off. He called Ben Colli Till who came over 
and cursed us us . i<le talked to him outside the office , he told us t o get inside 
and instructed another policeman to ' get the d8111ned bHly clubs, we're going 
to have to move these niggers .• He grabbed the trm of a ljegro "tOlunteer named 
Doris Newman and twisted it. I called the Fm oft.l.ce. They aa'k.ed tor a state­
ment, I said that the situation 1'1118 too bad for us to go do•m and asked them 
to come over. But they wouldn•t do this. 'nle next day a •Negro•an cllll\e by the 
office • •• H!• told me that Ben Collins had hired some men to kill me ••• The next 
night ••• when I 1nta on my ~my back to the Freed0111 House a group of wh1 te men 
stopped me and shot-~ed me a gun. They said, ' This has two buck shots in it and 
both of them have your nllllle or them. I •m going to blott this up your ass and 
blow it off. 1 I walked off and called the chief of police, he told me to go 
to hell and hung up. 

"About three days after the incident nth the white men with the gun, I went up 
to the court house to help register some people and the sheriff and Ben Collins 
were there tmti ng for me. Collins said, ' There aren' t too many white peopl.e 
in totm who like you and I'm not one of them. lf you don1t tntnt to come up 
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like ;your nigger-loving ·friends in PMladelphie you ' d better get back to the 
nigger section of tow.• ••• TifO highway patrol men came up and slid, 'let us 
s bov him where it is.• I ~IllS the only one standing outside so I decided to 
le&fto" 

Al'P'IDAVIT In. 

WILLIAM'3 ADAMS, being duly sworn, deposes and says1 .. 
!.fJ atfclress· is Box 118, Rt. 2, Charleston, Mississippi, and I am a !fegro citizen 

• of the United ~ates. I live on the Rabbit Ridge Plantation in Tallahatobie 
County. I and all my sons tibo are old enough uork on this plantation. 

On J.ugust 11, 1964, my son, \ofilliam Ed Adams, ~rent to the Count,- Courthouse to 
register to V"Ote. He was seen by the croWd of 'lfhites tibo use~~~bled in the 
courthouse square. Later that afternoon, Mr. Nelson Douglas, the manager of 
Rabbit Ridge Plantation, told some people at the plantation store that he was 
going to have my son arrested because he tried to register to V"Ote. 

Mr. Riley l1cGee came around to my house and told me that Mr. Douglas had an­
nounced that my son tfOuld be arrested. I t..ant over to the store and saw Mr. 
Douglas. I asked him, ''What are you going to have him arrested tor? He hasn't 
done anything." 

Mr. D:luglas replied, 11He didn't have no business going down to the courthouse. 
He don't have no more ~rork around here . 1'11e can' t use a bo;r like that." I told 
him that I would g{) to Greenwood and try to talk to the SNCC people and try to 
get a lawyer. 

I lft!nt to Greenwood. I went nrst to talk to Mr. J. ~lolan Reed, the owner ot' 
Rabbit Ridge Plantation. He told me that nothing could be done unless llf7 son 
W'81lt down to the courthouse and took his name off the rolls. He said that be 
would go from Greenwood to the plantation toroorrotr and take my son dotm to the 
courthouse. He sld.d that unless his name was removed, he could not work en his 
plantation any more ••• 

... . 

AFP'IDAVIT IV. INTIMIDA1'10N TO STOP SUllMm PROJECT (Police Brutality) 

Cbarlee McLaurin, 23, Negro, native Mississippian and field secretary for 9NOC 
told in an atfidavi t what happened to him and four other 'JNCC V"Oter registration 
workers in June 8, 1961!, in Colwnbus , Mississippi. McLaurin was later a 
Summer Pro~ect director in Ruleville. 

On that date McLaurin and James Black, '3am Block, l J1llie Peacock and JIUI!es Jones 
set out from Greentrood , Mississippi , to attend a '3NCC cottference in At~r.nta, Ga. 
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He eaid they tftlre follotred by a car dl the tilly f:rorn Greemrood to ~lcville and 
that after several attempts to lose their "tall," they round the ear still .tol­
lOWl~ them outside Columbus, l1iss. McLaurin stated: 

"At this point, the car turned off its headlights and pullerl up right behind us . 
There was one t·lhite man in the car. t1e all ducked dotm and pulled over to the 
side of the road. He passed and we continued on. We passed his car again 
just outs ide the Columbus city limits_~ Hhen he pulled off on a side road. 

• 

"About five blocks after he turned off, we trere stopped by a highway patrolman. 
A.t ~e. ~ime 1·!9 ~·~ere , !'topped 1-1e t<~ere doing nothing to break the latf. In the 
!ft!OU~,.-r Pl¢jo~a:n-1)allled ~ aiefoi. ail~llnlJltllep::ac -~ pJ.ai!l G)..otheSo ·~ 
Elders came to our car and said, 'Ycm'r& t he niggera i£'o ire"' gOing to change 
our tmy of life.' He then asked us wh:y 1re were tJ71ng to run a car off the 
road. llt no time had t·lt! done this . · 

"He then told us to get 'OUt of the car and we did. The sheriff of Lotmdes County 
then drove up and said to Elders, '1-lhat have you got there' Elders said, 'These 
are the niggers who are going to change our tmy of life. ' The sheriff asked 
who t-ms driving the car, 1That little short nigger there?' Elders replied, 
1No, this big, fuzzy-lipped m f , ' referring to James Black. " 

MCLaurin said all of them except. James Black t·~ere handcuffed and driven to the 
Lowndes County jell. Black was left tdth patrolman P.ls;lers. 

"At the jail about t trent:y minutes later, James Black ceme in tdth J!lders. Black' s 
head tm.s dirt:r; one side of his face was strollen out of shape; one of his eyes 
~ms blackened and bloodshot, and blood t18S running from his strollen mouth. 
His clothes 'W'8re also torn and disarranged. He rmlked up to me and said, 
'He beat me, ' pointing to l!:l.ders . Elders said, ' This boy fell getting out of 
the car.• Black'' physical condition made it impossible for me to believe 
Elder's statement that he had merely fallen. " 

l1cLaurin stated that the tive were put in a cell and that shortl:y' thereafter 
a white turnkey came and told Sam Block to come with him for an 1j.ntervietf• 1 

!ie s.~~t! ~o~k tf8S ~~en ?uts~de, ~nd. tbcai! he 9 0},1td hear. S,.()~~ds of a beat~ng 
and groans . m; sud m.oC!t m 'br~ht h'ibk to 'the -ces:--tm~ ·his aides ,• his . • 
mouth stfDllen. 

"The turnkey then said, ' Next,' and Peacock went with h:I.Jtl . He returned a fet·r 
minutes later and said he had been hit in the mouth. His mouth was strollen ••• 

It! went out next and tms taken outside. El.d9l's asked, ' llre you a Negro or a 
nigger? ' I said, ' I am a Nef:l'O• ' Jolly, another highwe,y patrolman, bit me 
across the face tdth his forearm. Elders repeated the question, and lilY an­
s~<rer was the same • I t1l!S then punched hard in my lei't ear b:r '!:l.ders and 
knocked to the ground. The hightmy patrolmen hel ped me up and one of them 
said, ' Boy, can' t you stand on ymir own t tfO feet?' They stood me up against 
t~e wail and repeated the questi on. This time I answered 11 am a nigger.• 
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Ttley then lectured me and told me nobody 1-tanted me in totm and I should leave. 
Elders said, 'It I ever catch you here again I'll ldll you.• 

"They took me upstairs to my cell. James Jones t·l!ls taken out and came back tdth 
a StfOllen lip saying he had been hit in the mouth. The next da;r James Black was 
charged with reckless driving, and running a stop sign, He tiBS not, to the 
best of my knoW'ledge, guilty of either. He t-ms fined· "l28 and tfe W'Bre released. " 

James Jones said in an a!'tidavit t'flat tfhen he t-ms beaten, Elder "kept calling 
me a blaclt nigger and said he t-10\lld put me on the county farm .t'or t 11enty years 
~ .that if he ever saW' me after that he would kill me. l'<O.der asked me if I 
Tiad been born in ffississippi . I said ye!. He asked me t-!hether ~I'd ever been 
in a position tmere the nii'gers didn't help me but the tmites dido I told him 
I ' d been poor all my lite • • • 

"' spent the night in jail tdth the rest of the i'ellot'ISo t.Te Here all in pain. 
J.t no time t-ms I informed ot the charges against me or allo~led to make phone 
calls. The next morning (June 9), t~e W'Sre all fingerprinted and photographed. 
I asked the sheriff tmat ltB tl&re charged tdth, and he said reckless driving and 
possession of illegal literature. " 

~ar.;u.el mock, in his di'id<:Vit, qu?ted the j&ilor cs cayi~ , "'I'::e rHom: i s just 
right; let's carry them out end rifle them right not~. " 

" Elder hit me on the c!>.eek with his fist. I staggered and fell back to the win­
now, and he uabbed me and hit me in the groin uith his fist ~ hard. I tell 
down and he kicked me hard in the shin ••• He asked if any tmi te person has mis­
treated me in Mississippi. I anslfered, 'Yes, you ere mistreating me now.' He 
hit me again tdth his fist and knocked me back. Hhen it was over, I could just 
barely make it ba.ck upstairs to the cell. I fell t o the concrete noor and 
blacked out and. lay there for ebout 20 minutes. " 

Block said Judge R. v. Whittaker questioned him about himself and James Black. 
Block said he did not ans~rer any questions about Black, and thet the judge 
replied, "You can sit there and act a damn m t fool it you t411Dt to, 
liNt we are trying to help this 17-year-old boy lfhom tre hive charges on." 

Block said a man he believed to be the prosecuting attorney told him that if the 
traffic charges against James .Black wre not appealed, the other charges against 
the five 1rould be droppedJ and that it there was an appeal, the other charges 
would remain. 

Willie Peaoook described his beating in another affidavit• 

"Elder hit me t~>~ice \r.!. th his fist . He asked me now old I l!r.S and I told him. 
He said, ' Nigger, you just want to die young. I'd jUst as soon shoot you now 
as t o look a~ you. Do you !:Jelieve it?' I said yes. He said, ' Ni gger, I'm 
gonna erase that bit of doubt : •::t of your mind. J.nd if you come back here again, 
I ' m gc'i.ng to r oll you out as thin as cigarette paper.'" 
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AFFIDAVIT v. POLICE COWBCRlATION (tdth Arsonists in CCll1li'I!Uldty 

Center Burning) 

The follouing statement describes the actions of local lat~ enforcement officers 
in relation to the burning of a community center ebout abc miles from Vicksburg. 
The building, whi..ch was constructed more than ten years ego, t.ras last used for 
organized civil rights activity during the OOFO mock Freedom Ballot guberna­
torial cmnpai;;n in Novetnber 1963. Many, perlu!ps most , of the t rmnty-one churches 
burned from the start of the !-lisaissippi '!ummer Project through .f\ugust 24, had 
no record of civil rights involvement. frson has l:>een used as a general fonn 
of intimidating the Negro community of Nississi'[ll)i• "''n th:is case, ho•.rever, it 
is rumored in the Negro section of Bovina that pnsersby may have observed a 
c'ar w1 th Oh:io license tags at a July 6 meeting and thought that it belonged to 
a OOFO sUITIJiler volunteer . One member of hhe communitY center had come to that 
meeting in a relative ' s car which had the out-of- state plates . 

OOVID RIV.Y, being duly strorn, deposes and says : 

In my capacity as research man for the Vicksburg COFO project, I have talked with 
sev3ral (five) leaders of the Bovina community ••• about the burning of the Bovina 
Community Center on Tuesday night, July 7, 1964, bet!'leen 10:30 and 11:30. The 
building t·ms completely destroyed; no one t•ms in the building at the time; no 
one ~~ injured. 

A small group of people gathered aroun<:l the burning building between 10:45 and 
11:45 on Tuesday night. Mtlny t~re Negro leaders of the Bovina comrnunityf some 
rrere Hhites from Bovina; others were police officers, including Warren County 
'3heriff Vernon o. Luckett. At least three fJegroes present-- tHo of tmO!II I spoke 
to--sat·: firemen pull a torch out from under the front part of the building. The 
torch, still blazing when the firemen pulled it out, t~ a three-foot long pole 
with rags ~ll'apped around the end and utre tfrapped around the rags , according 
to an eyetdtness. Also, according theeyewitnesses, policemen took several p:io­
tures of the burning building and the torch. One man tibo sat·T the torch on 
Tuesday night said it 1.ras not there when he stopped by on his way to ~o~ork the 
next morning at !): 00 a .m. Another troman tmo also sat-7 the torch said she did not 
see it tmen she returned to the burned building late Hedl'lesdacy mCr.oing. 

Wednesday' s Vicksburg Evening Post carried a short article on the burning. 
There ~mre no direct qu0 tes blit one paragraph read: "~erif.f Vernon o. Lu.ckett 
said the preliminary investigation showed n.o indications that arson might be 
involved. " The article went on to s&.y that since there was "a mild wind" and 
since the "fire did start in the rear of the building, 11 it ws likely that 
burning rubbish in a trash can eight feet behind the building started the tire, 
according to 9heriff Luckett. 

This is in complete contradic.tion to tmat the .Sheriff later told one man ••• 
He sai d that he did not believe the fire was set by the burning rubbish, and 
"no doubt it tV'aS set"ii""6y someone deliberately, 

It is also in contradiction to my personal examination of tre ruins of the 
buil.J\.ng . The noor '!>earns at the front of the building 11ere completely des­
tr~ed , while several c~·1·ed ones rem.U.nod at the rearJ one beam, directly 



~gsi te the trash can trom which the .Nre supposedly tftiS started, even had a 
cQlllpletely unch&tTed portion or wood on it. The trash can itself was about one­
qaartft fUll.·'01'.·rusted and some1mat charted cans; one can 11till' had paper on it, 
and there was 111ore unburnt paper only slightly below the surface tr1111b which had 
been burnt. '!tie tr1111h barrel dili· tlot hnve 'boles in ·t l1c bottom· to allotr a draft 
to buila up a ~e fire. So it seems extremely unlikely that a fire in the 
trash Clll ocUl<i ha'18 been 'lr· tillS lw,:;;!' eMur.)l to set a tdlole building on tire, 
especially a building more completely destroyed on the front and one covered on 
the outsi<ie with inflarmneble asphalt shingles . ! have photographs of all thl~J 
evidence at the ruins of the building. 

The Sheriff's account of the fire in the newspaper article of July 8 is further 
contradicted b,y the fact that no one from the Bovina Camtuni ty Center had been 
burning trash in the barrel either on TUesday, July 7, the day of the .Nre, or 
tor several weir- before the fire. The last time trash had been burnt in the 
bGTel was in the beginning or June, according to officials of the Bovina 
Community Center. Again, acoording to otfia:Ule of the center, the last time a 
party had been held in the Center was in the third wek of June. On Monday 
night, July 6, a routine meeting was held at the Center, but only cokes md 
cooldes wre served; s o there was no trash that needed to be burned after the 
meeting. 

What has Sheriff Luckett done to investigate the infoi'II18tion recorded here? 
He had photograplul taken of the torch, bu:t; there was no mention or either the 
torch or the photographs in the newspaper article. No o.t't:l.c1al of the Bovina 
Center bas aefl\\ the photographs. Sheriff tuckett never contacted the prellidfl\\t 
of the Bovina Center; he did not apeak with her the night of the tire although 
she was there at the burning; he has not spoken tlith her or contacted her in 
any way in the three weeks that have passed since the burtling. Nor had any of 
his deputies contacted her. Two deputies did visit Bovina about two welts 
attar the tire and talked with some offioials of the Center, but that is 
apparently the only effort county otfiQials have made to .find out who burned 
down the Bovina Community Center • 

(signed) David Riley 

AFFIDAVIT VI. VIOLENCE BY POLlCE (Canton) 

Sections of three affidavits from people who met with the' canton, Mississippi, 
police force are given below. They could as well have come from any of the scores 
or Mississippi communities in which the legally consti tuted authorities are 
themselves the lawless. 

The .Nrst event is told through the affidavits of 3teven Smith of Marion, Iowa, 
and Eric Morton or New York City, both volunteers then trorking in voter regia• 
tration, when tour ~~orkera were driving a truck of voter registration materials 
from Jackson to Greenwood and Greenville on Wednesday, July lS. They deCided 
to dr1 ve by way of Centon. 

Morton ' s statement reads ! 11As we were entering highway 51 (in Jackson} we 
were stopped ey two Jackson city policemen. They asked Steve tdlere we were 
going and he told them Canton. They looked through the truck and saw the 
voter registration material we were carrying. They then gave Steve a ticket for 
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driving tr.l.thout a commercial license •• • He proceeded on toum-d Canton. .Alonr, the 
way tre tfoere :·rorried that the Jackson police might cell ahead to the high~ray­
patrol to have ~ stopped ••• About five miles out of Canton tre sat·7 one car that 
1'1'115 definitely follollill(! us . The oar ¥7as unmarked and there ¥73B no indication 
that it NBS a police car ••• It just remained behind us , blinldng its lights . 
As we reached Gluckstedt, the oar pulled up clos e to us and began blinking a red 
light. ~fe then pulled over. It tms about 10s30 p . m. at this ·time. The doors 
and windot<~S of our truck tftlr e locked. '' 

Smith' s affidavit states: "I pulled OVer and stopped, €van though I heard no 
siren and had no definite knmfledge that the follotdng car contained pollee • •• 
and waited until the man in the car arrived. He came up to the truck and told 
me to get out. I asked tor identification. He ·didn1t shmt me anything, but 
told me to get out of the truck. I got out. • . and be and I tmlked to his car. 
Eric also got out and we received a ••• lecture t.mile he ~ras ~Jri.ting a ticket for 
speeding •• • A highway petrol car arrived ••• .A third car then pulled up uhich was 
unmarked and contained one man not in uniform. t>le could tell he had been dr:lnld.ng 
beoause of his actions and because 1-re could smell the liauor ••• . . 
"After a short interchange bett·reen him and the first l'lan, the first man left 
and the third man took me back to the car of the hi(',hrfBy patrolmen. He opened 
the car and told me to get inside. I got inside and sat on the back seat. He 
told me to move over and got in. All the doors and 1-r.l.ndO!iS trere shut. He said, 
1: can' t kill you, but you know tmat I ' m f.oing to do to you.• I anstrered, ' No 
sir.• J.t this time he pulled his gun out of his holster and started to hit me 
on the head with the gun butt. I put my hand! up to protect my head and rolled 
iptc a ''all on the se.:t. Over a period of about a minute he hit me about four 
times on the bead end about eight to ten times on the left hand. He also hit 
me about three times on the left l eg , t ;·rice otr my right hand, and once on my 
left shoulder. All of this ws Hith t he gun butt ••• Three of them then went up 
to Eric. They had e conversation tlith Eric uhich I could not hear and one of 
the men raised a gun and struck Eric , knocldng him d01m. He got up and was 
knocked do;m again. I had been sitting in the car through all of this . I 
felt the blood on my face and on my arm. The man tmo had beaten me then came back 
to the car and sat dotm in the back seat. He picked up a nashlieht and hit me 
across the mouth t·rith it. I then rolled into a ball aeain and he put the gun 
to my temple and cocked it. He said, 'If you move, I ' ll blo~1 your brains out.'" 

They went to the Ca.nton police station and then to the jail. According to Mor­
ton ' s affidavit, the other t t.ro !.rt>rkers in the truck trere let out on the road end 
told to "run back to Jackson. " They 1rere told, 14orton says, to "quit t.rorldng 
for COFO or OOFO 1fauld get them ldlled." The t ;ro of them started dotm the 
high:ray on foot. 

furing this time Horton t·ras told that they had no charges against him and that 
he t.re.s free to go. 1'! tf&s afraid they would come after me i f' I tried to go, 11 

Morton reported, "so I refused. " His affidavit reported that two of the men 
suggested that l•iorton should be driven to Philadelphia (•H.ss . ) and made ref­
erence to the then-missing three COFO tforkers . "They continued to make comments 
until ~re SIT1ved at th.e ~ladison County jail in Canton. " (liorton and Mth 
lfere taken t o Canton i n separate cars . ) 

Morton 1 s statement continues: "ht t he jail they locked n e up until the next 
morning. The neJ.:t morninr; , after four reque!!ts, I 1.re.s allo•red to make a phone 
cal.l by the j ailer's tl.!.fe. I had also asked to make a phone call the nieht be-
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fore when Iwas first taken to the jail. • • r called COFO in Jackson and spoke 
to Bob !-loses . • .I was taken to the home of a judge in Madison. Court was hel d 
in his garage and two lawyers from COFO were there ••• I heard the man who had 
-beaten me referred to as Sheriff Holly ••• I ~ms then charged with interfering 
with steve ' s arrest and with resisting arrest. Bail Has set at ~5o ••• n 

Smith reported that he was placed in a cel:l tdth thr.ee ';lhite men, and was 
questioned the follotdng morning in the 'jailer 1 s office by the three men 
who had stopped him the night before. They threatened to shoot him if he 
ever returned to Madison County, he stated; furing questioning a college 
ne1i1Spaper in Iowa Ci t;y called and he ~ms e.J.lowed to speak over the phone. 
Ho~~ever, "Before I got on the phone they asked me i£ I was willing to ac­
cept it as my one phone call tdth.o\lt telling~ tlh.ere it was from. I thought 
the call was coming from the COFO office in Jackson and said ;res. I vas not 
allowed to make a phone call of my ot-m either before or arter that •• .ln the 
evening I W$lS released on bond and given back my wallet. When my ti&llet 
was returned, the ticket I had been given the night before was missing and 
so was llfY driver ' s licen.'le. " 

In the same city of Canton· the events sworn to in the following affidavit 
excerpts took plac!! when a local Negro called upon city police to investigate 
a bombing at the COFO Freedom House. 

Mr. George Washington, Sr., a well- known Negro store proprietor and adamant 
supporter ot the movement, who is in his lat& fifties , rented a house' to COFO 
for use as ·a Freedqm House. Early in the morning of June 8, 1964, about l rJO 
a .m., a bomb was throtm at the Freedom House. As little damage resulted, the 
Police to!Ore not immediately notified, although the Fm: t.ms called. .lifter 
al'ising in the morning, Mr. Wasbingto\1's llife called the police. Mr. Wallington 
described his treatments · 

''..Then the police came, they used abusive language in talking to 'nie . 'iir. Cooke 
and 1-lr. John Chance told me to get in the car, they t<~ere going to send' me to 
the penitentiary for failing to report the botnbing incident the -preceding · 
night. I asked if they could take me in td thout a t.mrrant. They said they 
didn't need one, and they shoved me into the car • •• 

'When we got to the jailhouse, Mr . Cooks was opening the door. Hhile he was 
doing so, as 'I began to go in the door , Mr. Chance struck me over the eye (the 
blow struck me over the eye because I attempted to duck the blOt·T when I saw 
it coming) - otherw.ise he would have hit me rieht in the eye ••• They began to 
question me, if I had any idea about who thrown the bomb at the Freedom House. 
I told them I didn't know who throw the bomb. Then Mr . Chanoe said I tms 
lying again and came up and hit me on top of the head ••• Then be said, 'he' d 
just hates me and despises me and hit makes him sick just to look at me ••• 
I feel like taking my pistol and beating your face nat so your tdfe won ' t 
even recognize you.' He said he thought that I tras all right, but noH that 
I wouldn ' t cooperate and put those out of the house so they have t o get out 
of the totm. he didn't think so any more. 

"About 8:00 Chief Dlln Thompson came in and asked me what had tlley held me for 
and ~!ayor ~tanley ~latthet-T an6 City Atty. Bob Gou also came in and they talked 
very nicely to me than Chance didn't use nny more abusive language and asked 
me many questa OilS about select.i. ve wying campai gn.s and the boycott . He told 
me I'd lose my re-putation with my W'h:ite .friends in town. The queation went 
on until about 11:00 when they let me go. 



"My ~t eye didn 1 t swell up right away fbutJ the next dyy 1 Tu.esda;y 1 it began 
to hurt and swell up very badly ••• I • ve had to see the specialist about three 
t1mes a week, and he said l! have to have an operation on my right eye • • • " 

AFFIDAVIT VII . HARRA!3SMENT UNPROVOKED BY POLITICAL ACTIVITY (Jackson) 

Of tha many &rfidavits available m general treatment of Negroes in Ml.ssissipp1 1 
the following is one example of both unprovoked police hostility and what may 
be called the "semantics of race. " It is worth· noting that the event des eribdd 
took pl~ -in the largest an.d·.Jr~ott .coemopoli tan city in the state. 

WILLIE FUNCHES, be:!.~ duly sworn, deposes and says t 

On July S, 1964, at about !!d.dnight, I was walking from Farish Street to the COFO 
office on Lynch ,treet with Harry Lowe and Jimmy Lee Wilcox. At the corner of 
Poindexter and Lynch we were passing a police ear which was parked there. This 
pollee car had a cross on the side and a red light on the top , an "accident aar.11 

As tltl passed by, one of the two policemen in the car said, 11Hey1 nigg.er, were 
you throwing stones?" I said, 1'No sir." Jimmy Lee "'filoox said, 11No , we ~reren 1t. " 
The policeman said, 11Can1t you sq 1yes sir ' to me, nigger? That's one of them 
smart niggers standing in the llliddle there (referring to Jilmy) . " He then said, 
"Don't you lie to me, nigger, or I ' ll make your face blacker than his (referring 
to Jimmy) . " 

They call ed i n and told headquarters that they had the black s . o.b. s Who had 
thrown the bricks--they had the little nigger in the red shirt. My shirt was red. 
Two other pollee cars came up. The policeman in the first car said that he 
liiQ\lld take oft his belt and beat ~ rump if I tiSS identitied . Another car came 
up and one ot the two policemen in t hat car said, "Yeah, I want that little 
nigger with the red shirt especially. " The policeman who had said this snat-
ched me out of the car and put me in the other car. Then he hit me in the 
stomach four times . Then he asked me where I lived. He asked me it I bad been 
throwing rocks and trnen I said no he called me a "goddamned liar." Then he told 
me to get "your goddamned ass on the ground out there with the rest of the 
niggers . " The other cop had brought Ji.Jmny back and we tJere all sitting on the 
ground next to the car. The policeman who had been talking to Jimly then said, 
"l o'4'!1!t' to kick all three or your· teeth i n •" He said, ''Get up, nigger , and if 
I catch any of you three in any of the dem.onstrations I 'll shoot all of you 
niggers and smoke ~ cigar on t op of you and think nothing about it. " Then 
he said, "You niggers go home and letts run. " VIe ran and I met my boss who told 
me to come t o the OOFO office and tell you about it. 

(signed) Willie Funches 

* * * * * * * * 
Compiled by: 

Canmunications Section 
MJ:sstsSfPl'I PROJECT 

L017 Lyocb Street 
Jackson, Miss . 
601 .352-9605 
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AFFIDAVIT VIII • PHILADELPHIA - NESHOBA COONTY 

.T~nior Rcaeevelt Cole, S8, lay leader of Mto Zion Methodist Church in rura1' Nea!ioba 
County, Mlssissippi, told,in a statement signed in the presence of two witneesee, 
of his beating near the church on June 16, 1964. Later that night tne chureh, 
site of a lllUS meeting on Mq 3l at which Ml.ohael Schwernm- and James Chaney had 
spoken, '1188 burned to the ground. Cole said a leaders and stewards meeting at the 
church had broken up about 1!> p 0 mo that night and they got into their cars and 
pickup trwlke t o drive home. His statement eaidt· .. ,·' · 

"tie saw two cars and a tzouclc driving 'ilp,.: and the people· in them ll88n't our color, 
but we $11dn't b,other about it. Me 'and rv wife got in our oar lind droVe ort1 
About !)O yards trom the churchyard we were .forced to stop. The lights in those cars 
was out. A man said to me, 'What are you doing? Wllat you got those guards out 
there tor?' I said we didn't have any guards. He said, 'You're a liaro t They 
jerked me out of the car and let me have it with a heavy instrument, on the jaw, 
the head, the neck, the back, and 'When I was lying there, they kiclced me. Then 
I was unconscious. 

"None of them 'Where I was had any masks on, but Mrs. Georgia Rush and ller son, 
John T., 'Who were stopped down the ·road, said there were men with 'hoods on 'Where 
she was. As tar as I know there was only three of us beatenc myself, Mrs. Rush 
and her son. The men had many, many guns • 

"I was treated at Dr. Charles Moore's clinic in Philadelphia. I don't think rv 
jaw is broken, but it's out of line a bit. 

"About l2t30 or l a.m. that night I saw a big light in the sky over wh!l!e ' the 
church 1188 1 but I didn't think anything of ito Later, in the morning, I saw it 
was the c~h b:&nledo The FBJ:s came b7 the followlt~g Prida7•" 

His wife, Beatrice, said in her statements 

"There ll88 at least 20 of them there. One of them palled lilY' 'lmsband out of tM 
car and beat him, I couldn't see what with, but it looked like an iron object. 
Then they kiclced him wh1le he ll88 lying on the ground. Then they said t o him, ' 
' Better say something or we'll k1l.l you.• I said, 'be oan't say noth1ngJ t 
be's unconscious.' 

"Then I began t.o pray, a little prayer. They told me to ehut rv I!!Oiith. But I 
said, 'let me pray.' I stretched out my hands and said, 'Father I stretch out 
my hand to thee; no other help I lcnowJ if thou withdrew thy8elt tram me; Oh 
Lord, whither shall I go?t 

"That stzouok the hearts ot those men. The Lord was there, because then the man s 
said, ' Let her alone, • and he looked kind of sick about ito 

1'! think my husband's jaw is broken, because his teeth don't sit right in hie 
mouth. But he doesn' t think it is, and I can't get him to go down to the clinic 
again." 

+ + + + + 
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Mrs. Dona Richards Moses told in an atf'ida'Vi t of harasS~~~ent by three highwq 
pa'ta'olmen 'llh11e returning from an attempted p!'ivate investigation ot-tbe disappear­
ance of the three civil rights workers in Neshoba Couney, She said she 1188 riding 
in a car driven by Matteo Suarez, in the canpany of Preston Ponder, Gwen Gillon and 
David Welsh when they wre stopped, 

"The pa'ta'ol.man asked us wey 118 had been in Nashoba. Mr, suares answered that we 
had wanted to investigate the situation of the mi~tsi"Qg men, The policeman then 
answered, 'There is nothing to investigate,' He began uld.ng us questions about 
our work. He looked throngh all of our belongings and the literatUre we had in 
the car 1 pulling them out in 'bhe rain to read them. He read a personal letter 
that Gwen Gillon bad, which mentioned a SNCC worker in Batesville. He made ID8tltion 
of the SNCC wrker and asked who he was, 

~hen I answered, ' uh huh I to •the question; 'Are you from New York?' this policeman 
said, 'You'd better srq, !Yes sir' to ma, little nigger.' ••• 

IItle were allowed to leave. It was then that we realised that during the whole 
interrogation there had never been mention of our violating the law in an:r 1111Y"• 
We were surprised to find this attitude in the pollee since we bad been led to 
understand by the Jue'b!ce Department that there 1188 federal .presence in the area 
and local pollee were eoopenp.ting in the search for the missing men. otherwise 
such 'ta'eatment is the rule in Mississippi by the police, particularly of civil 
rights workers, and we are always afraid when we are stopped by the poU:ce." 

+ + + + 

Daniel Pearlman1 !'- law student, and David \>1elsh, a tree--lance reporter, told in 
affidavits ot tbe1r beating by civilians in the middle Af a S1lJIIIIIel' afternoon in 
downtown Philadelphia 1 Miss. , on July 17, 1964. The pair were investigating 
the disappearance of the .3 civil rights worJters and preparing a newspaper article, 

Pear1man stated they had just lett the office ot a local attorney when tluJy were 
stopped near the s'ta'eet corner by a men who asked what business they t_Jad in_ town. 

lltlhen Dave identUied himself as a reporter, tw men came out ot the shadows ~d 
stood along side of me, Another man approached trom the opposite 8Jld,-o.t·"the 
s'ta'eet ••• The man llho first stopped us threw a bard punch to Dave's eye. I 1188 
hit over the baad by the man standing next to me, r ran and tmoned to tace him. He 
was ehuing me 111. th a link chain banging from his raised right hand. 'nle doctor 
said that rny wound cannot have been inflicted from a fist alone. I therefore 
usume that I was hit With the link chain I saw hanging from bis hand, •• 

"I was then chased by tw man and ran to the sberiffla office ••• The aheritt slltt 
Deputy Cecil Price to the scene. Price leisurely strolled t o the corner. When we 
got there he said +.bat be didn't see rny friend, I pointed to a crowd on the s'ta'eet 
corner and said, 'They know.r ... He s'ta'olled toward the crowd." 

Welsh said in l)U affidavitr "The first man struck me in the jaw bard with his-fist. 
The other man then hit me several times, and additional men appeared to be closing 
in at the scene . I could not see Pearlman. I ran toward the courthouse, where tw 
more men intercepted and struck me. So !turned around again and ran back to re'ta'ieva 
rny sunglasses , · As I did so, I was kicked in the ribs - one rib was cracked, 
according to b-rays taken in Jackson at the office of Dr, Mcilwain - and absorbed 
a few more blows in the face . One ot them gave me a symbolic kick in the pants and 
adv.tsed me to leave town. I ran to rny car and drove back to the site · of the initial 
attack. A crowd was gathering; in the center were Price and Pearlman, his head and 
shirt ~bloody, The mood of the crowd was less than trienc!l.y. Attar explaining 
what happened to Price 1 we lett town. " 



Report Concerning the Louis Allen Case 
by Robert Moses: Mississippi Project 
Di rector for the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee 

Daniel Jones is the sheriff of Amite County - - symbol 
or the law in Mississippi according to the white people , 
symbol of terror and i njustice according to the Negroes . 

Lewis Allen was born and raised in "Liberty", the county 
sea t , married , raised his f amily, farmed and worked t he timber 
in the sloping pine forests for a living . 

He had no trouble with the white people in Liberty until 
Herbert Lee was murdered on September 30, 1961. He saw Hurst 
shoot Lee at the cotton gin in Liberty early in the morning 
on September 30th. Daniel Jones was a deputy sheriff then 
and when he and the others told All en to testify that Hurst 
whot Lee i n self defense, Al len rebelled. It was a small 
rebellion - - he told the l ie they coerced him for a t the 
"coronor •s jury" and l a t er a t the "grand jury", but he never 
a ccepted jo his mind and spirit that he could tell a lie 
aga i nst ~e, once he was dead. He waen•t deep in civil rights 
a t that time; he hadn •t attended t he voting meetings , or 
tried to register. I t j ust went against hi s grain. So he 
told what he saw that morning to the civil rights workers, the 
Department of Justice and the F ,B.I. 

~ccount Concerning Arrest and Beating 
of Louis Allen in July 1962 -- Taken 
Down from Mrs. LoUis Allen by Bob Moses 

Danie l Jones came up into the yard and Henry (Allen •s 
son ) went to the door . He t old Henry he wanted to see Louis. 
He told Louis he was going to arrest him .. " for "interfering" 
with the l aw. Louis asked him could he get out on bond. 
Daniel Jones told him he couldn't. The head sheriff called 
over the radio hook·· UP and as Iced where was Jones. He told 
him he was at Louie 1 house . The sheriff asked it he had 
a rrested Louis. He told him yes. Louis asked Daniel Jones 
could he get his hat . Daniel Jones didn 1t give an answer. 
Henry was standing by the door. Lou.is l ooked around and 
toll Henry to bring him his hat and Daniel Jones hit Louis w.ith 
hi s flashlight while the side of his fa ce was turned to him 
and he broke his jaw -- then they carried him on to jail . 
I (~~s. Allen } r an out behind them . Henry was driving. I 
was going after Tommy (another son). Daniel Jones was comi ng 
from t he jailhouse and I saw him and stopped and asked him 
if Louis was in jail. He cursed us and told us yes , that •s 
where he was going to stay and asked us where were we going . 
We told him we 11ere goint to Tommy •s . He cursed and told us 
';o ge t Tommy a nd get on across the damn river ·· if we didn't 



2 

some of the rest of us would be up there (in jail) too . We 
got Tommy and came back to the house. 

Account Related to Bob Moses 
by Tommy Louis All en 

I went to see E.L. easton the next morning . I asked him 
what did they have daddy in jail about. He told me and Henry 
to get on away from there - i f we don't we ' l l be up there too. 
I went down to Lawyer Joe Garden and asked him to ca ll the 
sheriff and find out the charges. He ca l led out. They still 
didn't tell him but told him they would have his trial next 
day at 11 : 00 . I went to town about time for the trial and 
they turned him out . LoUi.s told us that they had broken h.is 
jaw bone. He had asked them for a doctor, but they wouldn ' t 
get hi m one. Went to see Dr. Jennie Field in Centerville -­
wh i te doctor . 

/\ccount Concerning Arrest of Louis 
Allen on Charges of Having a Concealed 
weapon and Passing a Eod Check -­
Re lated to Bob Moses by Tommy Allen 

we were coming up from work a bout 7:00. The sheriff 
was at the Hawkins Service Station and Daddy ca lled i nto the 
station and told them to put 10 gallons of gas into the truck. 
/\fter tha t the sheriff told Daddy to get out , he had a warrant 
for his arrest. Daddy got out . Daniel Jones searched Daddy 
and the truck. Found a weapon in the glove compartment - ·· 
that •s where he kept it all the time for protection , so he 
wasn't trying to conceal it . Daneil Jones told Daddy to come 
on and go with him . They took him to jail and told me to 
bring the truck on to the house. I brought the truck on to 
the house. I thought they were going to charge him a little 
fine for not having a tail light on the trailer and then 
maybe he'd come on back to the house . The next morning I 
\'lent up there and tall<ed to Daddy from outside the jail. 
He told me they hadn't thold him what they had him in jail 
for. I went back to see the sheriff. The sheriff' said they 
were going to have a preliminary hearing that morning about 
l0:0v and we would find out then what he was in j a il for. 
I wa ited around town for the hearing . They wouldn't l et me 
or my brotberr. Henry or Jerry Norwood into the lloaring . 
They didn' t say anything but to get on back-- and they shut 
the door. (E . O. Caston was the sheriff then~ They were 
taking hi m ba ck to jail and he told me they had him for 
"concealed weapon." 
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Account R~lated to Concerning incident August, 1963 
Bob Moses by Mr s, Allen 

In August the baby and I were playing and I hit my head. 
I went to the doctor. 

When the sheriff saw m~ he said, "Get yourself together. 
I want to ask you some questions. The doctor was telling 
me that IA>uis did tha t . 11 (struck Mrs , Allen) The sheriff 
then asked to t a lk to Henry in private. 

(This "taB one of t he "domestic problems, including re­
ported violence" which the sheriff told the press might be 
a factor in the case after Allen•s murder,) 

Account Related to 
Bob Moses by Mrs . Allen 

Concerning Allen's murder , 
Ja nuary 31, 1964 

Louis had been crying a ll day Friday (t he day of the 
murder). He had worked for Mr. Jerry Spillman for seven 
yea rs and went to him to ge t a recommenda tion for a job . 
Mr. Spillman said he might be helping a communist or anything 
so wouldn 1t recommend him . That worried IA>uia a lot. 

Account Related to 
Bob Moses by Tommy Allen 

concerning Allen's murder, 
Ja nua ry 31, 1964 

I he lped IA>Uis get out some .logs Friday (the day of the 
murder). He was supposed to have l ef t Saturday for Milwaukee . 
He had talked to one of the white lawyers, Floyd Wayne Stratton, 
\>ThO said he di dn •t think he could he lp him - they w.;re going 
to give him from three to five years (on a bad check charge ). 
He was coming from Mr. Loyd King's before he got shot. He 
W6nt up there to get a recommendation for driving a bulldozer 
for use in Mi lwaukee construct i on work. Tha t night he was 
shot. 



Information Concer ning the Killing 
of Louis Allen i n Liberty, Mis s~ ,. 
Amite County, on January 31 1 1904 

This report is based on i .nformation given by a Negro man 
\•rho lives in Liberty, Mississippi . 

Right after Hubert Lee was killed, Mr . B. said that Louis 
Allen came to his home i n Liberty and told him that Sam Lester 
Robert carried him to the courthouse in Liberty . When he got 
there 1 t here was a room full of white men with guns, and they 
told hi m when the tri al came up they wanted him to say: "Negro 
Hubert Lee had a tire tube and was going to hit Mr. Hurse and 
Mr. Hurse had to shoot him to defend himself." 

Then he left Amite county and went to Baton Rouge. He came 
back for trial that Monday. After tria l he went to Mr. B. ' s 
house and told him that he was in trouble and wanted to lmow 
somethi ng to do. Mr . B. said that "he told him to go to McComb 
and talk with the P.B.I. about what had happened." 

One month later a white man came to Allen's house and said 
tha t he was going to kill hi m. His daughter ra n in the woods 
where he was working and told him that a man had come to kill 
him. 

In July, 1962 1 Deputy Jones and Marshall Laten Bates ar .. 
rested tousi Allen. As they arrested him they hit him with a 
f l ashlight and broke his jaw. He went back to Mr. B. and asked 
for help again. This time Mr. B. told him to go to Ja okson to 
the hospital and f rom there to call the F . B.I . and tell them 
his troubles. 

A month l ater, he was arrested for a bad check. His trial 
was supposed to have been on March lst, 1964 1 in Jackson. 
Ho\'rever, Allen bad already been warned by the Jailer at the time 
or his arrest on the bad check charge to get out of Liberty 
by the first of January 1964 . 

Saturday night , January 25, 1964 1 a week befo re Louis Al len 
was killed 1 Mr . C. noticed Da niel Jones loolcing closely a t Mr. 
All en 's son ' s car as it was coming i n to Highway 24 in town by 
the jail. Danie l Jones and a Deputy and one more white man were 
in their car and they watched the Al len car closely. 

Janua ry 28, 1964, Mr. C. saw two wh1te men i n the court 
house. They came from upstairs and went into t he sheriff's 
off ice wi th a box no larger than a shoe box. They could have 
been carrying a pistol and they asked if they could deliver 
it to someone in the ba ck of the office . The man in the office 
smiled and sa i d, "Yes . " There were some more women and men in 



2 

the off i ce. One of the vromen I e;::tw ~ras Mrs. Straden, t he edi-
tor of tt,e "News Press" in Liberty . · 

Later that week before he was killed Allen heard a noise 
on the outside of his house and his dogs were barkicc ond the 
mul es were snorting. He went out to see wha t was wrong . He 
had a way of getting out of the house without anyone seeing him . 
He said l a ter that be saw nothing outside the house. 

Thursday before Louis Has killed he was talking with Mr. 
D. (A Negro). Mr. Cocham (a white man) drove up while they we1·e 
t alking and Mr. D. jumped into a ditch to keep Mr. Cocham f rom 
seeing hi m t a l king to LoUis Allen. 

On Saturday before Louis Allen was killed Mr. E. saw two 
ca rs par k i n t he road to Louis Allen's house about 10:00 a.m. 
Friday moroing just off t he H~ghway. From t heir actions they 
could have been mapping out a way to kill Mr. Allen. 

On the Sa turday night tha t Louis was killed, there were 
two ca rs seen followi ng him from Mr. Lloyd King ' s to his r oad 
to go to his house. One was a cream t an Ford 1961 and two men 
vtere in it . The other was a black Ford 1960 with one rna n in 
~ t. After 9 : 30 tha t same night the t\-to cars came from the road 
up a bove Mr. Allen •a home and went to Liberty and parked in 
f r ont of the Court House. 

On February 1, 1964, we received a ca ll from Dr . Aar en Henry 
saying tha t Louis Allen h::td been killed i n Li berty . We began 
calling people in Amite and Pike counties t rying to find out 
i f this was true or not . We called Mr. F. i n Liberty. He said, 
"when she was coming from some kind of meeting l ast 1:ight she 
sa~r Mr. A llcn 1 a truck in f r ont of his house , ond they didn •t know 
if he had been killed then or not. But he is dead . " 

She a lso said that he had been shot in the head three t i mes 
and was found under his truck . 

Mrs. Allen reported tha t "she wa s home v1ith her three-year-· 
old ween she heard three shots , but she didn 't leave the bouse . 
She said she rea lly di dn ' t think anything about it. Later, afte r 
a bout 15 to 30 minutes, oars began to stop a long the Hi ghway and 
a round 1: 00 o'clock her son came home and t hat is when she found 
out about her husband." The police and the sheriff asked her 
if she knew who killed her husba nd. "She told them that she 
di dn ' t know who did the shoot ing and di dn ' t know anythi ng about 
it except t hat she heard t hree shots and l ool<ed out the window 
and really didn •t think anything about it." 

Louis Allen had decided to leave Amite County and go 
~~here his brother was. He was planning to leave town the 
worning of February 1 , 1964. 



AMBUSH KILLING OF NEGRO 1 44 1 PUZZLES AMITE OFFICERS 

By Charles B. Gordon 
Enterprise-Journal Staff rlriter 

Liberty . -- Whoever gunned Louis Allen to death Friday night 
mortally frightened him first. 

The powerful 44-year-old Negro logger ~ras lifting the top 
loop of a oarbed wire f ence gap s o he could drive his bobtailed 
log truck into the gravel drive~ray to his house when he saw or 
hea rd his assassin make ready to kill him. 

Allen hurled his 200 pound frame headlong under the front 
end of the t ruck and scrambled as fa st as he could. His head 
\tas under the d:r>i ver 's seat , headed southward, and his feet t'lere 
under the front bumper v1hen the first load of buckshot hit him. 

---TWICE SHOT 
It hit him at the hairline at the left top corne r of the 

forehead and tore a Nidening hole to come out through his right 
cheekbone . 

The second load of deer shot struolc slight ly lower on the 
left side of his f ace and emerged through the r i ght side Cf t he 
neck, some of the shot entering hi s chest. 

One or t he other of the strong shotgun l oads r ipped through 
and blew out the left front tire of the log truck. 

MYSTERY CASE 
Sheriff Daniel Jones of Amite County continued his almost 

uninterrupted investigation into the case Sunday, The tall young 
sheriff, but a month in office was confronted with one of the 
hardest to crack or all Amite County oases of many past years . 

Meanwhile, active and concentrated integration organizations 
a ll over the United States were apparently working relentlessly 
to make a 11civil rights 11 case out of the killing of Allen . 

As a reporter stood i n Highway 24 Sunday and studied the 
scene of the ambush slayi ng of the independent Negro logger. 
Robert Moses drove a late model car from in f r ont of the Allen 
home , some 125 yards north of the highway, and headed eastward 
toward Liberty . 

MOSES ON HAND 
(Moses was the mainspring in the MOComb racial turmoi l of 

1961 . The New York City Negro , a former t eacher in schools or 
that city, was also involved in racia l events or that time i n 
Liberty. 

(He has since become perhaps the most widely known of the 
intergration worke r s in the state , through a ctivities in Delta 
looalities and only last week in Hattiesburg.) 

Several other persons, not recogni zable in the fast flash of 
sight, were in tbe oar wi th Moses. 

FBI PROBE 
Meanwhile, C. G. Prospe re of Natchez, s pecia 1 agent in 

charge of the Federal Bureau or Investigation ' s South Mississippi 
division, and t hree or four more G-men were in Amite County 
probing the case for possible civil rights implications. 

The FBI agents bad come in Satturday night in response t o 
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complaint s to the Jus tice Department from Mississippi , 
Milwaukee, Wise. , Ne~t Yorl< City and probabl y othe r places, that 
Al len's killing came because he had been active in Negro voter 
registration and simila r efforts in th~ locality. But Sheriff 
Jones and other competent i nsiders in t.mite County are inclined 
to doubt tha t t he cause of the Negro's death . They are not over­
looking the possibility, but seem to bo ld troubled Allen may had 
other problems - such as domest ic - tha t brought about his death . 

SHERIFF ·'S STORY 
Jones told a r eporter he was as l eep at his house , a lso on 

Highway 24 and about halfway from Liberty t o Allen's driveway, 
when Allen's s on, Henry, 18, and a nephew, John Heatley Horton, 
18, awakened him a t 12:30 a .m . Saturday to tell him that "something 
bad wa s ~rrong with Loui s Allen , at his house . 

The sheriff found t ha t "something " i ndeed was wrong . Allen 
was dead in a three foot smear of blood. The sheriff and Co roner 
E. D. {Genie ) Bellue empane led an i nquest jury a t the scene . 

Members were Jones, Bellue , Liberty Town Marshal C. L. Bates , 
recent sheriff E. L. (Br other) ea ston~ K. L. Gor don , Charles 
Pur vis, Flynn Dixon Jr., B. A. {Sonny) Harvey and Quin Toney . Dr. 
~1. D. Bridges a lso accompanied the party to the scene. 

LEFT HOME 
The coroner' s jury found evidence t o i ndi cate that Allen 

had left his house in his truck between 6 and 7 p .m. to go to t he 
house of a white man, Lloyd King north of Liberty on business . 

Shortly after Allen l eft home, his son Henry and nephew John 
Wesley had a lso departed the tar- papered house to go to Gloster, 
about eight miles further west on Highway 24 . 

The youths had returned at midnight to find the f ather ' s 
truck in the 30 foot driveway from High'l'ray 24 to the gap i n t he 
renee . They moved it so they could dr~ ve into the roao to t he 
house - and f ound Louis Allen 's shot - torn body undernea th. 

That i s when they drove eastward two miles to Sheriff Jones 1 

house . 
It appeared to the officers tha t Allen had r e turned home , 

halt ed his fairly new Ford truck, pulled up i ts emergency bral<e , 
left the engine running and the light on and dismounted to undo 
the two barbed wire loops that closed the f ence . 

DEATH APPROACHES 
He had lifted the top loop of the gap when, apparent ly, he 

became suddenly, t errifyingly aware of the approach of doom. He 
dived under the t ruck and died there in a crescendo of gunf ire . ' 

His \·tife told Sheriff ;Tones that she heard t hree shots i n .;. 
front of the house about 8:35 p .m. Fr iday . She fixed the time by 
t he f act that what she sa i d was her f avorite t elevision program, 
f ea turing somebody named Jimmy Newman, had just come on a t 8 :30, 
and she was listening to i t , or \'latching it , when she heard the 
shots . 

\>liFE SAW LIGHTS 
She went to a f ront \'Iindow and could headlights shining near 

t he high\-;ay 125 yards away, but did nothing about it . She said 
she returned to the wi ndow several more times before she went to 
bed and sa~1 the lights ea ch time , but growing dimmer. 
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The lights had gone out with the truck's battery and the 
engine when her son and the other youth reached the scene . 

Dr. Bridges' examination a t the scene also f i xed the time 
of death at about 8 : 30 to 9 p.m. F~iody, or somewhat more than 
three hours before the body was found. 

TIME PINPOINTED 
King confirmed tbat Allen was at his house on business 

Friday night , l eaving about 8 :10. Some 20 or 25 minutes 
~rould be required to tra ve 1 the distance t'l';een the t1r10 places, 
Jones said. 

It is the sheriff's opinion that the Negro's assassin either 
r ose up suddenly from the deep ditch sout h of the highv;ay or 
came swiftly over the crest of a hill a fevt yards east i n a ve ­
hicle and fired from the highway. 

In either case, it appeared that Allen knel'l what he \ias in 
for , dld not have time to run, and dived under the truck in frantic 
desperation. 

Sheriff Jones said t hat several persons had appeared to tell 
him that , at one time or another from 9 to midnight Friday, they 
had passed and had seen the truck with the lights on. 

NEviS SPREADS 
By Saturday noon the wor d of the Negro •s death had spread to 

many areas of the u.S. , particularly Jackson- ·· where Moses' group 
and other integra tion organizations are centered for Hississippi; 
Milv1aukee, where a brother of Allen •s lives, and New York, where 
Carl Rachlin an integrationish lawyer, has headquarters. 

Allen 'a brother, Morris, told the Milwaukee Journal that his 
brother had once t estified against a white man charged with 
killing another Negro . The brother added that Louis had been 
subjected to "harassment by the law" since then. 

Sheriff Jones said Sunday that he believed he was in better 
position, through having been chief deputy sheriff for the past 
four yea rs during most of Amite count's civil rights agitation, to 
kno\•T the l eaders among the Negro integrationists than almost any·· 
body else. 

NO 'RIGHTS I TROUBLE 
He added that, to his knowledge, Allen had not been i n any 

position in i ntegration efforts. The sheriff said, however, that 
Allen had bean in trouble with the law many times , mostly on bad 
checks and concealed weapons. 

The Negro also recently seemed to have been having domestic 
probl ems , including reported violence , the sheriff indica t ed . 

Edward Smyth , president of the Milwaukee chapter of the 
National Assn . for the Advancement of Colored People, told the 
Associated Press Saturday he had asked the NAACP's f ield repre · 
entative in Jackson to i nvestigate. 

HHITE LA\o/YER HEARD 
Rachlin, who 'I'Tas chief counsel fo r the Congress of Racial 

Equa lity (CORE) \-then the recent city administration of McComb 
defea ted the organizati on and secured a f ederal conrt injunctlon 
against "test rides" to the NcComb bus station in 1961, was next 
heard from. 



"Louis Allan bas just been killed Liberty, Miss . ," the 
white lawyer said in a telegram to U. S. Atty. Gen . Robert F. 
Kennedy. "Ten others have been wounded since the Herbert Lee 
killing. Other abuses in Hattiesbbr~ and Canton require 1m­
mediate presence of federa l marshal.' 
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Rachlin's telegram did not identify others allegedly sounded. 

FBI SENT IN 
In washinton, t.he Justice Department said it had asked the 

PBI to start immedia.tely upon an investigation to determine 
whether there was basis tor federal action . 

Jones said Sunday he believed the G-man were concentrating 
upon the question of whether there was a civil rights v:l,olation 
involved in Allen's killing. 

He emphasized that he did not think the agents were probing 
the killing, as such, and that he like~nse did not believe they 
would find the Negro-whi te question a ruling factor-. 

WIFE HtmT 
The sheriff said that Allen ' s wife was i njured on the head 

several weeks ago to an extent that stiches were required . At the 
time, he continued she told a physician treating her that she had 
pe struck by her husband. 

"She says now that she fell and struck her nead on a bedpost," 
Jones added. He said that he had also been told that Friday 
afternoon, the victim and his wife had a "bitter word battle" on 
the streets or Liberty. 

The sheriff said he was told during the inquest Saturday mor­
ning by Henry crawford Allen, son or the dead man, that 
"mamma has been expecting this. " 

But, later, when he took a statement from the youth, the 
latter said tbe sheriff had misunderstood him. 

LEE DEATH WITNESS 
On Sept. 25 , 1961, Louis Allen was one of three Negro and two 

white witnesses to the fatal shooting of Herbert Lee, 52, a Negro 
farmer of' the Fifth District of Amite County, by his neighbor, 
State Rep. E. H. Hurst, at a liberty cotton gin. 

A member of a coroner's jury that cleared Hurst the next day 
says that Allen told the j~ora that, following an argument 
over an old debt oweC! by Lee to Hurst 1 the. Negro came on the 
legislator with a tire tool in his hand; was warneC! by Hurst not 
to come closer1 then was shot by the white man when he continued 
approaching . 

But later, when the n0\'1 familiar civil rights violation hue 
and cry had been raised in connection with Lee's killing, Allen ~ 
changed his story and related a different version to FBI agents, 
Liberty sources say. 

Strictly non-documented rumors have been current in and around 
Liberty since the Lee case of 1961 that Allen may h1:1ve become a 
"tip-off man" for the integration .. minded JUStice Department. 

Similarly, there was at one time a belief that the logger was 
one of the spearheads of a reported complaint that "eco.nomic pres .. 
ure" was being appliad against some Amite County Negroes. 
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OTHER TROUBLES 

Then, in 1962 , Allen was arrested by Amite officers and 
charged with trespass and i nterf erence \1i th officers when he 
interposed himself in tho ca se of a number of Negro shoplifters 
held in jail in Liberty after their arrest with a large number 
of stolen suits and other items of clothing. 

Last October he gave Sheriff E . L. Caston a bad check for 
his motor vehicle tags and was bound over to the grand jury that 
vlill meet this month in circuit cout, Jones---a deputy at that t i me 
··-said. 

In add~tion, he has an appeal of his conviction and fine of 
$100 and 10 days in jail on a charge or carrying a concealed 
weapon from a justice of the peace court coming up in the same 
term of court, the sheriff said. 

Over the past several years the Negro had been he ld on other 
ba d check and similar cases , the officer added. 

But civil rights affa ir? Not to his knowl edge , ~ones said . 
The sheri ff said even the rumor that Al l en changed his Lee 
killing story in a FBI report '11as news to him -- he did not know 
i f it happened. 

WEST OF LIBERTY 
The Allen home is exactly west or the Tanyard Creek bridge on 

Highway 24 leaving Liberty for Gloster. Allen, his wife, 
Elizabeth , and their baby Mary Eli zabeth, 3, liver there. 

The t wo sons, Tommy Louis Allen, 22, and Henry Crawford Allen, 
18, and a stepdaughter, Elaine Allen , have liberty addresses but 
live elsewhere. 

The funeral was scheduled for 11 a , m. today at the Star Hill 
Methodist Church . 



Further Incidents in Southwest 
Mississippi at Time of Louis 
Allen Killing and Shortly After 

The reason for this rash of incidents is not clear. Some 
or all of them may be related to the Herbert Lee and Louis All en 
ldll1ngs . 

Mr. Jack White, 40 years of age, was told by Mr. Daniel 
Jones and another man named Mr . Travis that he had to leave town 
a lso or something Just might happen to him. He worked at a 
Texaco Service Station i .n Amite County. He had to leave town 
on the 7th of March. 

Mr. Cleveland W:t lker, 65 years old, worked a t the Fare 
Way Grocery Store in Liberty, Amite County. He was told by 
Daniel Jones that, "I guess it would be better if you leave 
Amite County." He had to leave the county on the lOth of March. 

Rev . James Caston, 45 years of age , had to leave town on 
the 12th of March. He was told t hat he had to leave by Daniel 
Jones. He (Daniel Jones) s.aid the t there would be more people 
involved in activities havin~ to leave the county of Amite and 
the city or Liberty, Mississippi. 

At some point during this period they s.hot at Jack White 
when he was leaving town so he had to get out of his car and 
run on foot . 

Mr. c. said that someone told him in Gloster that his 
life was threatened , but he hasn't heard anything definite 
about it yet. He also said that he wasn' t going to leave town 
because he isn't afraid of what they might do to him. "They" 
wanted to know if he belongs to the NAACP and "a 11 that other 
stuff that people a re getting involved in." 

Sher1£f taniel Jones went to Parish Hill Baptist church 
and told them "that they better not have anymore church or any 
kind of meeting there at night unless they wanted to die. 11 Now 
they are not having any kind of meeting anywhere in Amite 
County at night . 

Mr. F. said "that he saw a white man looking in the church 
one night when they were having ahurch meeting." 

M . G. got a letter in the mail saying "So many days for 
you to leave Liberty. " This man had something to do with the 
beating of Robert P. Moses in Liberty in August , 1961. 

Rev . Johnson also had to leave Meadville, Mississippi 
(Franklin County) and they told him that he had better not 
be caught in Liberty if he wanted to live. 



. . 
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Early in 1964 a number of cross burni ngs were reported 
in southern Mississippi. Following is a list indicating 
wbere some of these burnings occurred. 

PIKE COUNTY 

1 . McComb . .. Earl Moses• Shoe Shop, Burglund Super Market, 
Willy Martin's house , Hill Baptist Church, Enterprise ­
Journal Office 1 the Emerich home (editor of the McComb 
Enterprise - Journal) . 

2. Magnolia ... Cherry Street (at a place where a cafe 
used to be) , Pleasant Spring Church (people were having 
a prayer meeting and looked out the wi.ndow th see a 
turning cross) 1 the Court House in Magnolia, Rose Hill 
Community Center (owned by Mr. Coney}. 

3. Summit . .. Lu.cile •s Place (~ care.), Annie Mae HUghes' 
home. 

4. Beartown ... C.C. Bryant ' s home (on the northern side), 
Joe White's home . 

AMITE COUNTY 

1 . Liberty ... James easton's home (a Negro about 45 years 
old -- not a registered voter ; His s.ddress is P. 0 . Box 24 , 
Liberty); Mrs. Alma Rogers' home (a Negro about 36 or 37 
years old, not a registered voter. She gets her mail at 
oeneral Delivery, Liberty) . 

2. Gloster .. . Cleveland Walker home (a Negro about 65 
years old. He receives his mail at oeneral Delivery, 
Gloster} ; Arthur Powell's home (a Negor , he receives his 
mail at General Delivery, Gloster). 

Report by a White SNCC Worker 
Concerning Louis Allen case 

At the time of Allen •s arrest i .n Liberty in November , 1963, 
on the charge of paasi.ng a bad cheolc and bavi.ng a concealed 
weapon, I called Negro residents in Amite County in an attempt 
to get qetails concerning the case . It was impossible to get 
information. The local Negroes recognized from my voice that 
I wa s white, and would not even acknowledge that they knew 
Allen. 

Between March 15 and 20 of this year (1964) I talked with 
a Negro in Li berty who bas been 1n touch with the movement. I 
asked him to bring some people to Jackson for a film to be made 
by National Education Television. I wanted him to bring any 
local people who would be willing to discuss the situation in 
Ami.te County. He said that Negroes ar e afraid to leave the 
county1 because white people become suspicious of anyone who 
l eaves the county, even for an afternoon. 
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OCT. 18 
• 

PJ\GE 88 

JAOKSON1 · • 
.'rtd.rty-~ va students trom Northern schools who Volunteered t o help in the 

Freedom Danocratic Party' s "Freed011 Vote" ~gn participate{! in an intensive 
orientation proF-am t oday. .About 100 more volunteers are expectet:l t o j~n them on 
Oct. 26. 'l.'he volunteers will be BBl1i gned t o the lst and 2nd Congreasi,.onal ntstricte 
t o hel p organize Fll' r allies and conduct t he "Freedom Vote" to be held from 

-- Oct. 30 t o Nov. 2. ·• ' · 

--

--· 

-. -

COT. 19 

MPIIlllUN I 
Mrs. Payne, a local Negro from whom OOFO rente its F%-eedom HC'IWie , notified 

pollee about a threatening phone call she had received. A man who "sounded white" 
called and asked her if she still r ented the house t o ~those guys." When she re-­
plied that she d1•:11 he t old her, " You ' d better get them out or it' ll be bombed." 
The Fm was notified. 

~~. . . . . 
About 200 people attended a mel3ting or the bombed .CJociety Rl.ll Baptist 

Church. The meeting was planned t o r~ hnnd over a ~.ooo .. cheok, .raised by 
nati~syndicated columnist 1)-ew Pearson, t o Rev. N~ Tailor ·t o. !'ebuild the 
clllrch. Mrs. ~ Quin spoke about her meeting with President J ohnso)l in Wash­
ington where s he informed b1lll ot. the ~Comb bom'!'lings. .'3he said that although 
state officials have accused her ot "having a r ccor -J a Ulile long, I haV!ln ' t bombed 
anyone, I havan•t r obbed aeyone, I haven ' t murrier ed anyon~.~ She concluded• "~t 
the r~cord I do 'Vant t o be a llli.le l ong is tho r ecord of registering voters in Pike 
County." The meeting ended With the singing ot ~e Sbal~ Overcqme." nev. Taylor 
gave a benediction for the work of COFO. A Freedom Day, schedul ed tor tomorrow, 
was postponed until Oc~. 26. 

00'1'. 20 

McCOMB!.· 
. Mrs. :Al,yene Quin, McComb bombing victim, issued a joint statement with. COFO 

about the current. trial ot the white men accused of the bOII)bings s "We think these 
people are going to go home tree . We think that the homllings i'll Southwestern M1s­
s1saipp1 ere going to start all over again and that somebor!y' l!!ight be ld.lled." 

INm.ANOLAI 
Cliti'ord Vaughs, 27- year-ol d Negro COFO worker and phot ographer tr0111 

Santa Monica, Calif., was beaten in a Pure. Oil Co •• gas station just outside of' 
Indianola. Vaughs said tho gas statibn attendant motLoned and SJ;loke to another 
white man at the s tation when he lllTived. The second white man (6 rt, 230 l bs) 
cursed at VD.Uftbs ant! demanded: "Are you one oi' them ( (civil rights workers)) or 
are you a nigger?" A Ilighway Patrolman at the s cene drove away just as Vaughs 1 

interrogator began punching him in the tnce. The Far was notified. 

ilELZONi s 
OJFO workers William Ware, nobert !lass, Ell-is Jackson, and Joe Loui" ,tig­

ler vera bound over t o the count:r grand jury on crl,minal synd1eallsm charges . Jlond 
set at n,ooo a piece. The four haw been i n jail awiting trial since Oct. 1.5'. 

While in court thry were informed additional charges have been filed 
against them for "malicious mischief'" and the "willful destruction of' public 
:property. " They are accusl'ld or throld.ng f ood in the jail, singin~~; .Freepom songs , 
and writing slogans on t he lftllls, and are fined $100 a piece and sentence<! to six 
months in jail. Four other OOFO workers i n jail with them on similar charges are 
given similar fines and sentences. 

As Ware is escorted out of' the courthouse by a highoray pa1orolnan, lM< w;:Jvc-o.~ 
Rs some OOFO workers. 'nle ~trolman te8l'8 his shirt, ptt~Jbos him, and strl!..'l'ls him 
across the nos e , upper lip and hea~ with a leather object·. 

Minneapoli-s •r:·1.bnnt~ , • .,,.urt.-.r ntnk CuuHittt;hru~ ur·.ret'8 to ~"'"" ~ bonJ for the 
eight youths. 



OCT.20 continued 

MAR~t 
A tnan who identU'ied himselt' u a constable threatened 001'0 workera 

in L11111'bert who were regiatering Negr,ee in the Plreed0111 Vote clll!lpl.ign. 
The men uked Dave Harri3 ,a COP'O volunteer .from Stanfor d Uni vers1 ty, what 
he is doing and then tell him andnthem other Freedom iliders" t o leave t own 
in fi'fiB minutes "or else." The allege-1 constable follower! Harris a•d s 0111e 
fellow OOPO volunteers out ot town. Bet ore they leave the area however 1 the 
constable stope Harris and a~C~aees the COPO worken ot platm1ng to attack 
hilll in hls truck. 

TCHDLAt 
firuce Oor-:lon1NYC COFO wrker who ser'liees the OOFO ratlio opepation in 

Mlsl!lisl!li.pp! 1 is fined $1.4. t or drS. 'ling 7S mph in ll 65 mph zooo. Earlier in 
tbe evening he was g1 van a ticket t or a l!limilar phony charge. 

OCT. 21 

GR!PJW()')Da 
Oreenvood Negroes have been recei 'ling threats reading a "Watch out 

tor Ralloween. 11 

MAIOOJt 
IlD'99 JJaoris and other COFO workers were tole! b)- the police to lea'99 

town when they tried to register Negroes, 
P'our wb1 te teenagers beat and urinated on P'rank Morse, 201 a wtd. te 

volunteer tram $tenf'ord1 California. He was stopped in his ear by the youtbe 
• who told hS,m, 'We want to talk t o you about ci'lil rights. 11 '1'1\e attack tollo~~ed. 

OOLUMJJJS• 
A two-county search begins tor tour 'ft>lunteers who were IIVPPO:"'ed t o 

arrive here at Baoo pm. At 9:30 they have not yet reportel'l in. When they 
lut :"!poke t o the ColW!!bwl office at 6 :00 the tclephpae cormeetion lf8ll cut 
ott. It's impossible t o reach them again. Volunteers take t o the highways 
in search ot the fOUl'. Police, high1187 and local sheriff's otficee are con­
taeted. 101.30 p. m. :still no answer. 'JNOC otfice in .Atlanta and the Jackson 

. P'll[ notified. llaOO p.m. Search by OOFO ears continues throughout back r oads 
wb1ch the tour sometimes take to &'ft>id harassment by the h1shiiBY patrol. 
llt38 p.m. The tour ha-ve been round and they are sate. 'l'hey are in nearby 
Tupelo. ~ey had asked the phone operator t o r elay the message thct they 
Vt!Uld call back around midn1gt!t. The operator never sent the messag~. 

OCT. 22 

INJJrANOU. t 
The insurance wu cancelled t or the Baptist Orcm~ church last night. 

A mascs meet1 ng ns bel(! there earlier in the lllllek. 
II Sl!lall plane buzsea the Freedan School and drops a nare. On the 

next pass it dr opa somethlng that explodes. Four more passes are made. No 
apparent damage. A Clll' f'ull ot whites 100 yards away tr0111 the school drives 
ott f oll owing the explosion. Police not1tle~. 

MPm:IUANt 
A P'reedan Diy is schecluled to attempt to register large 'IIIJIIIbers o~ 

Negroes to vote. Mrs. Fannie Lee Chaney, mother ot the slain civil rights 
worker, J~~~~~es Chaney, will lea:.'! a line of Negroes at the Meridian ~thouse. 

HIJ 'l"l''ESOORO I 
New York Clty Councilman Paul O'Dwyer is scheduled to ~ at a 

P'll' meeting at the Mt. Zion Church t onight. 

MARKSt 
I!umor heard that a body ot a young Negro 11118 fished aut of the river 

near Ruleville earlier this week. A COFO wrker leart18 that the body was ..... .­
up, Undertaker re.t\ula. t o sq anything except that the borly WU~J tbiJ$. <-I an old 
man, not a young man. V'ictim's last name l earned• IJennet. 

OCTo 23 

MARK.'.Jt 
<XJli'O l..earns that. em~" or:l.~ ""~ an ~ ,_ ~· - .,.~c. 
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M£:00MDc 
J. sheriti' conf1sca~a · r.tlm from girl volunteer who tried to take picture 

of a "Colored" sign above lll!Shroom in courthou."'e. 
A r epairman is stop-ped by 1/hite men from f'ildng a OOFO car yesterday. 
Three ciVil rights ~kers arrest ed t o1ay on cherges of "operating a food 

handling establishl!lent tlith?Ut a license." They ere r eleased on $100. bond. 
Nine more wh1 te volunteers and a Negro minister moo arrested on a sirr.iler 

charge . The 13 learn tlu!t ;?olice and s allitation·inspeet ors olaim that the COFO 
Freedom House is subj ect t o licensing regulaUons because it is a public estal;)lish­
ment. COFO claims that t he Freedom House is not used either for the public s ale 
or distribution oi' food. 11 ~00 'Joncl is set .t'oneech oefendant and trial is s cheduled 
for Oot. 26. lk'ow Pearson proVides the bont:l money. 

l1ev. Paul Long,tlhite Presbyterian millister from nochester,N. Y. worldng with 
the McComb COFO o.t'.f'ioe is arrested fl)f' "distributing· leanets without a permit. 11 

He is released on $50. l)ond. . . 
The thirteen arrest ed for f ood handltng are trensi'erred from the McComb 

city jail t o the county jail in Magnolia . 
McComb Circuit Court jurlge '!JT . H.Watkins,jr . , suspends sentences for the Dine 

men who pleaded guilty t o racial boml:d.ngs in the HcOomb area. He said the men were 
"provoked by' outsiders who come into 70\lT commullity ••• wh.o are unwelcome and thgy 
!JC.vo been · ••• people of l ow morality and Unhygenic. •• " In exp1.aim:ng the lig ht 
sentence he says thtlt he consider ed that the men "came trom g'!>o:i fammlies . n 

OOFO s ends press r elease protesting the sentence by Judge Watldns . It r eacis : 
"what provocation justifies the hombings of the homes of innocent peopl ei ••• no one 
can doubt that hntl the homes belonged t o white families the sentence rrould bavo 
been very different." 

Throughout the c ountey, including Mi_saissippi, outreged e1t:l.zens protest the 
light sentence. The "liberal" Greenville Delta f))moore.t-T1mes of Oreenville,}tlss . 
says editorially:"SUch light punishment cannot serve as e rfeterront to potential 
perpetrators o£ similar offenses in tho tuture ••• Ju.dge foJe.tld.n ' s judici.al action 
in this instance is more astounding t ht.n any other sentences handed down trom 
a ~ssissippi bench within our memory." 

One encouraging n ot e : many citizens,tlhite l'~"' ~<~ell as Negro, includ:l.ng the 
'heroic editOr of the white Jll.cOomb Enterprise-Journal,J . o . »nmerich 1 collected 

r eward money to help epprebend the nine offenders. 

Oct. 24 

JACKOOth 
Four Freedom Vote volunteers and a local teen-ager are arres""d passing out 

lean et.s urging peopl e to vote t or the Freedom ~mocratic Party. Later in the dey 
two mor e volunteers are arrested on similar charges. 
MCOO!!D: 

A Freddom Day is scheduled for Oet..26 . 
TCHULll : 

Shots are f':l.red into the home of Hm-bnan '1\Jrnbow at 2:16 am. He was a 
FIF delegate t o 1\tlant:l.o City. Lucldly,no one is injured but bullets shatter 
glasses on a shelf and l odge in the walls. 
RULEVILLE: 

/J r ock shatters a window in James King's r estaurant. He has been the only 
Negro merchant in t own 1-lb1J woultl post FDP posters in his window. Five cars circle 
his horne later that day. 
lNil[.ANOIJ• : 

About 15 polling places will bo s et up Ior the Freedom Vote. COFO workers 
are encouraged. 

A Negr o woman t ells COFO tlu!t a plane dropped 11 nare near her house and 
shortly afterlilSI'ds a en r lrurlerl an explosive rlevice nearby. 
MCOOMll: 

40 1000 c opies of a speciel STIJDEN'r VOICE edi t:l.on on the Freedom Vo:>te is 
awaited eagerly. Literature is desperately needed. 
ITT/I JEN.fl : 

J. ode owned by Mrs . Willie Ilo.rnett i s burned. She plnced signs from the 
FDP in her window and promised the use of her ode as a polling place . The r.tre 
station is across the street from her cafe but they don 't respond t o her call. 
Fifteen minutes later after almost t he entire inside of t he pl ace has been gutted, 
the fireman arrive. The berber shop next door is also gut ted. A OOFO worker meeSlo·om 
the distance trom the station t o the cafe : 83 walking paces . No evidence of m·son 
is uncovered. 
Jt.CKSON: 

Two carloads of new Freedom Vote volunteers ere stopped ~ iho police. No 
arrests ere made but police copy- down their nrunes . Then the harassment begins. 
Police demand of E1werd Ziff ,22, of Princ;:e t on Uniwz:si ty: •¥let arc you doi ng 
her e?" "Why didn1t you ;a~tay wher e you crone trom?" 

Volunteer Frod Heinze is arrestor! for allegedly going through a r ed light 
and i s separat ed trom Le on FhipDs ,anot hcr voluotber who is sitting i n Heinze's oar. 
Phipps r eturns the car t o headquarter s . The two :Y'Jllt hs explain that they were 
ing for the 



• 

Witinc f tr tbe ~ht·~ eharlce, 1lbet\ peliee •elced HeinSe t~ his dl'i'VW' s 
lietii'IM end tben vreeted 'Ida. He .. t1ned $$1.--
NATCH&Lt Two local volunteers IIIM\t into city perk and wen t~ld by 
pollo.an that '1t you dtlo't get out ot here with all these white !l'llcs a nd 
ch1ldran, I'll look you up t~ trespaei'1J!1•" They lett. 

001' . "6 
PA~.AOOUI..At Two NYC woluntaere are arraetad on chargee ot drhilll with 
1JIPi'oper U canee:J and plates . They tall police that they han not been in 
the state trrr )0 ~ yet and that they can prt~w it but the police answer• 
"tell it to the judge. " 
Mc!nmt 'nle tirst oarlll8d ot pe!')ple who wnt tn the oourthnuse tro register 
tO ~te are arrested, charged with cCintampt ot cl'lurt. They were at by police 
and plainolothaSIIIen who read them a court ovder closing the registrar's o£!1co . 
Later in the da7 a tl'ltal ot 33 perst~ns are arrested including sewn ministers 
tr0111 the National Council ot Churches, a NYC rabbi , OOP'O penple and local 
NCI(ro citizens . &md u set at $100 each. 'nle Nogrn COIIIIIIUnity raises bail 
tor nine. Among thosll treed on bail are Rev• Daniel Ross , 9lt, and h1s wife, 
78. 

Elghtean people decide to rgs:in in j ail althCJUih bond aoney is 
available !~ them. They feel it is necessary t11 demnnstrate tro the nation 
once ags:in that the Federal g.,'PIIrTIHilt is not involved aa l'IIUch as it n:u.st 
be to prevent local !')fficiala trllll hanlsing .voter registration. 
INMANO:U 1 Bob Newell , 19, e student from the Cali.t .Polytech.IMti t . is 
beaten by whites aa be helps local Nlgrooa to register. I. six !ootor, 
wei&h1ng at l.eeat 200 pounds, pumolled Newell in front c! tho Sunfiower 
County Courthouse. 
OOLUKlll!h A NYC volunteer, Howard Shulman, 29 , is arrested vhilo talld.ng 
to Negroes in a grocery store. Ro is searched and carried into jail. Police 
rotueo to d1sclo11e tbe charges but 111 he is being held tw "invoetiaation. " 
BATP3VILI.Et Fire-cackers- aro oxplcxled in trnnt ot the OOFO ott1ce by 
itiitei pusing by in a car. 

OCT. 27 

91JNFLCWPJh A tear gas banb is thrown into the h0111e of Mrs. Annn Mao 
king. RObert Sl!dth, 11 year old l oclll Nqro wrtrking with OOFO, sutterod 
a large gash in his lag caused by !lying glast . House is URd by OOFO. 
INMI.NOIJ 1 A former Baptist school now used by OOFO as a Freedom SChool 
is &iri'ied. Firmcn were at the scene watching the blue. When OOFO workers 
were trying to get inttl the building they were stoppod and tho N.reen were 
heard to sa;r; ""•U, we lllight aa well put lt out. " H:S.meograph uohine, short­
van radio, telephone, office supplies and some books i n the sohool were 
destroye1. Fire dlllll4ge oontined tfl t~ld ntt1ce part ot the baildit!i• Firemen 
have bearded up the building and will not allow OOP'O people tfl examine 
the area. 
CAN'roNr Bob liilliaM, white Miasissipian and OOFO stat! worker, is 
charged with illlproper liceMe plates and overloading. fita truck, carrying 
eupplies to OOFO projects , is Ulpounded and hi is tined ~Sit. l)ob conncnts 1 

"' wasn•t d!')int a damn thing wrnng l" 
NJ.TCHEl t Four whi .. mon aro cbarged with assault lind battery with intent 
to ldu tw beating tw civil rights W"rkers laat year. 'nut twt~ victi.Jis, 
Georgo.Qroone, Negro, end Bruce Pe;yne, llhite, were attacked in n Port Gibson 
gaa atntion on Nov. 30. They wo1·o )ntm- shot at three ti.llle11 in their oar 
near Fa;yo MA hy s<DO nt.lu>.r wh\ t.~:~11 • 

• 
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The MFII' bas decided to challenge the seating of !our Miseissipp1. 
legislators in the US Ccmgrees. The decieion vu made in a state-wide 
111eeting of the MFIP in the neWly dedicated Mileeton COIII'IIIUlity Center. 1'be 
move was tri.~rgered by the retueal ot the state to except petitions by 1000 
'fOters asld.ng that MFlP cand1datee be placed on the official ballot for 
the No'nlllber 3 election. 

RULEVILLEt 
A Negro restaurant owner who put LBJ-Hubert Hunpbrq o&~~~pa1gn 

posters in his cafe window i s harrassed b;y police and local whites. A 
police car and paddy ;lfagon pull·· up in .front ot ~s cate last night and a 
white man got out and· took pictures of the posters. Two nights ago o rock 
vu tbroVD through his window. 

~~ 
Howard Shulman, arrested yesterday, is !Ol'I!!Ally charged with 

"disorderly conduct" a11d "distr.!.bllting leafiets without a pei"IIli t". Bond 
set at $200 on eaoh count. 

McOOMBt 
Fourteen more arrests here bring the t otal of arrests to 36 in 

the last two days. Local Negro.es, accompanied by OOFO workel:'e and Minister 
YOlunteers, ware arrested in the Courthouse parld.ng l ot as t)lq were about 
to enter the courthouse to attempt to regi.ster to vote. Th&;r were met 
in the lot by- Highway- Patrolmen, the Sheriff and several deputies, and a 
plainclothesman who read a court order ordering the registrar to close his 
office and. appear in court in his capacity as County- Clerk. They were ar­
rested for "trespassing" and are being held on ,;100 bond each. 

'nle arrested have retused bail Md intend to sta;r in jail. Jesse 
Harris, McCanb project director, speald.ng in their be halt, said, "the peop 
in jail nov are there as a protest against such a s;rstell and its law. 
They will remain in jail in the hope that their being ther e will expo!! s the 
kind of justice under which confessed bombers go tree and Nagro ci t11ens , 
claiming their rights, are imprisoned." 

John Beecher, corf'espondent for the San Francisco Cbroniole, 
found a cigarette bllrning on a neatly arranged pile of Cl'WIIPled papers • 
A small hole was burned tbrough the vehicle. 

Municipal Court Judge Charles Case today found OOFO and the 
13 difendents, arrested Oct 23, guilty of operating a f ood handling es­
tablishment without a license. A $100 fine was levied against OOF'O. The 
judge ordered that no more f ood could be prepared in the Freedom House un­
til the proper licenses ware secured. OOFO'If motion for dismissal of the 
case becalult of the lack of rlefinition of "food handling establisblllent" 
vu denied by judge Case, who claimed the outoane of the trial wuld clear 
up the ambiguity. 

Oct. 28 

OOLUMOOSt 
Norman Chastain, white Freedan Vote volunteer .rrom San Francisco, 

is arrested for driving with "improper liclllUie" and " iluproper tags." He 
is out of jail on $32 bond. 

Oct. 29 
INmANOLAt 
- Club swinging police broke up an Fll' rally at the site of the 
fire dam.aged Freedom School. Prior t o attacld.ng the crowq of some 2JO 
people police arrested Fred Winn and George Wint;or, white Freedom Vote 
volunteers f'rom Sausalito and lone, California, for failing t o extinguish 
a coal oil lantern used to illuminate the outdoor meeting. Mrs Levie !lllow, 
l ooa Negro Whose legs are amputated to the knee, 1188 clubbed to the ground 
when she flailed t o disperse "in a hurry" as ordered. Mary" Will181118, 42 
year old l ocal Negro, was clubbed across the f orehead and then arrested !or 
assault and battery. Mr-,11 Oscar Giles , local Fll' delegate and a speaker 
at the rally, reports that police att.aoked the crowd without g1. ving any 
previous order t o disperse. Upon the attack the crowd proceeded t o dis­
perse in an orderly manner. A total of 13 people were arrested, including 
11 l ocal Negroes . 

PHILADELPHI-" 1 

J ohn finley, local Negro highschool stueent, was shot :! n the 
arm last night by two unidentified ~~bites . Finl ey had test11'ieJ at a 
Grand Jury investigation into tho nliU"rier of the three c:f dl rights wor k­
ers this summer. 
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GLPJIIXmAt 
Two tenale Freedom Vote workers threatened by a gun waving pol1~ 

man in a cate. He told therll he didn ' t want than in town. Be went on to 
curse than and said "we still have grenades and we'll uee them 

OCTo .30 

Ml!RimAN: 
Four Freedom Vote volunteers trom Oberlin College and a OOFO 

.stet! member were arrested while distributing LBJ campaign leaflets. The 
tive wtxl.tes were charged with "distributing leaflets wibhout a perl!dt." 
Bond 1'1! $$0 each. 

IUK.A I 
Negro Freedom Vote worker Clifford Trice, of' Tupelo, arrested 

tor "reckless driving" as he was delivering ballots and oampai(Tl materials 
to Freedom Vote polling places . Trice reports that pollee tried t o break 
into the trunk of' the car to examine the material but stopped in thoir ef­
fort when he t old them the car was trom a rental agency. 

BELZONI : 
- Wbi te Freedom Vote volunteer Richard ~on and Mise Lucile 

Lee, 11 year old l ocal Negro, arrested while canvassing for votes door-to­
door. Simpson charged with "con~buting to the delinquency of a minor." 
Mise Lee relea8ed in the custody of her parents atter being held for sever­
al boars. 

CUR'l'Ig: 
Benj81111.n OrahaDl and Gordon Willliii!ISon, Freedom Vote volunteere, 

placed under "citizens arrest" by a l ocal plantation owner and another 
armed white while oanV8Ssing for votes. They were taken to the Panola 
County Jail and charged with "trespassing." 13ond for the two set at $200 
each. 

GULFPOrtTr 
Negro Freedom Vote Worker lll.ok Flowers arrested for 11reok1ess 

driving" wbil.e checking mechanics of various polling places in Ouli'port. 
Plowers reports that at the ti:me of the arrest he was traveling 17 mph 
through a school zone. 

CCT. 31 

RIPLEYr 
The Antioch Babtist Church, 'Mailes south of here, was burned 

to the ground ear.ly this morning. The church, site of an FllP rally last 
night attended by about 230 people, has l ong been used as tort'ci vll right 
activities. It was to be used as a polling place for the Freedom Vote. 

DELZONir 
Pollee Chief Nicholson this mornl!ng tried to get 11 year old 

Lucille Lee to sign a complaint against Richard Silllpson, arrested with 
Miss Lee yesterday. Miss Lee reports she rerused to eo-operate. 

Local Negro youths r eport the police chief has threatened them with 
arrests and beatings if they continue to work for the Freedom Vote. 

OREDiriOODr 
Police entered the Blake's Cafe, Freedom Vote polling place , 

and t ore down campaign posters. Police also enter t he Town Club , in the 
Negro Babtisttown section of the city with a search W'llrrellt for liquor, adn 
thoroughly search the cafe. They had pre9iously entered the cafe and tore 
down campaign posters . 

W!3T POINT: 
Two wbi te volunteera and a local Negro arrested for "exh:l.bi ting 

printed matter without a permit." At the time of the arrest Robert Gilman, 
of Bethesda, Maryland, Edd:l..e Brooks, of Chicago, Illinois, and J ohn Bell, 
of West Point, were wa1 ting in a ear tor another wh1 te ?olunteer, Edwarrl 
Zitt, a Princeton Universi ty student, lilho was cfeli vering Freedom Vote bal­
l ots and ballot boxes t o a P.Olling place. Ziff WllS also arrested and 
charged with driving with "improter tags" and BJl"illlPl'Opel' drivers ' license." 
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I1IPLEY1 
Francis Mitchell, SNCC stat.! photographer, was arrested by high­

patrolmen and charged with driVinc with an"improper Uoense." Mitchell, 
acc0111pa1l1ed by Cleve IJellers, Holly Springs Freedom Vote caznpaign director, 
vere stopped b;y a highway patrol roadblock as they lftl!'e approaching the 
ruins ot the Antioch Dabtiet Church to inV'EIStigate l ast nightie blaze. 
'1'be7 111111"8 ordered to turn back and were stopped as they were leaving the 
area. 

JBI!RDI!'.BNt 
James Dob!lon, local teen-aged Negro Preedan Vote worker, shot at 

b;y a llbite man tran a passing car. He was not hit. 

ootmm:JSt 
m.clc Phillips, wb1 te Freed a~~ Vote volunteer trom ~ther Illlnoia 

Universiey, arreste!l tor "d1str1l:Alting leaflets without a permit." He 
was carrying one cow ot tbe S'rolli!JfT VOICE at the time ot his arrest. nond 
set at $200. 

wm POINT• 
Car belOnging to James Watts tire bombed early this morning. 

The interior is totally destroyed and all the windolf!l shattered. Watts, 
a l ocal Negro, is not connected with the civil rights movement. 

SUNFU:WliR I 
.A cross was burned on the farm ot Mr. n. Oiles early this morning. 

Mr. Giles, one of the few registered Negroes in 8untlower, is VfJl"Y aet1 ve 
in the FreedOm Vote campaign. 

Bl!'UONI 1 
Police Chief Nicholson orders Freedom Vote workers to remove 

campaign posters from the ill!ll of the OOFO headquarters . He threatens 
arrest when told "if you want them down, take them down yourself." Later 
a compromise is arranged, Nicholson takes down half the posters. "it was 
a 50-50 deal," one Freedom Vote worker commented. 

NOV. 1 

CMm>Nt 
Martha Wright, wtd. te Freedom Vote worker from San Jose Saete 

College, arrested llbile canvassing for votes outside the South Liberty' 
Methodist Church. She is charged with "distril:Alting leaflets without a 
perud tl Bond set nt $SOO. 

Over 200 people hear J81118S Farmer 1 National m.rector ot the 
Congress Of Racial Equa1.1ey speak in support of the Freedom Vote campaign. 

w E'3T POINT I 
Joel Bernard, white Freedom Vote worker trom Ithaca New York 

and Gavin Lewis , white volunteer trom London, !bgland and student at 
Princeton University, arrested hhile dietributing Johnson Humphrey posters 
in the Negro section of the town. The tw ere charged witli "distributing 
leaflets without a permit." Bond for the two is $300 each. 

Carl Rice, local Negro highschool student, expelled" for d1s­
tr1l:Alt1ng i dent1t'1oat1on tage to other student Freedom Vote workers. 

OOONEVIU.I1 
White Freedom Vote worker he Shrader arrested lihUe driv!ng 

thrt!le wb1te female workers and a local Negro 111ale to Columbus. She was 
charged w! tb "running a red light• dr1 v:lng with "improper tage" and ha~ 
an "improper signiture" on her drivers• license. ~ was released on 
.$SO cash bOnd. 

Miss Shrader requested an escort to the count,' Una, fearing 
the ear would be followed, and an oft'1cer tailed tbE!III to a point just north 
ot Baldwin. /'.s t he pollee car lett, several other cars tell in behind 
them. 'l'be four took refuge in the City Hall, in the company ot the Con­
sta:hle, Mayor, a l ocal FBI agent, several pollee and highway patrohlen. A 
crowd of about 30 whites had gathered outsi.de the City Hall, congregating 
around the Freedom Vote ~rorkere ' car. All refused t o cooperate in arrang­
ing a safe exi.t tor the tbur. The Fm agent, minimizing the situation, 
said the three llldies neecln ' t fear harm but could give no asS'UI'eneee .ror 
the safety o.r Ike Coleman, Negro male with the four, since he was "just 
a nigger." 
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EKlONVILLE, cont. 
& Jackson office, when noti!'ied ot the situation, intonned the 

FBI: and called the state ottice of the HighnJ' l'atrol demanding an escort 
for the tour , About an hour later the Mqor dispersed the orowd, telling 
them "l don't IIIIIJt all)body to bam aujoue as lov as these people. " A 
highway patrollnan pro~ded escort to TUpelo, follo118ci by about. 20 oars. 
The patrolman escorted tbem to Ruppert' s Motel and lett the four there 
tor the night, Tbe.,other oars circled the motel several tillles , honking 
their horns, betor iJil.spersing. .• 

•. ~ 

COLUMIJJSs 
Gordon Williamson, white volunteer ~om New York C...ty, and Roy 

Rohinson, Negro volunteer fran Berkeley,Cali£orn1.a, arrested as they l eft 
Pr~tt •s Cate, a Freedom Vote polling place in near-by Cravtord. The two 
were arrested oa they were dri ~ng back to Col1abus, after checld.ng the 
balloting at the cafe. Williamson, the driver, was charged with tiaving 
no inspection stioker and "improper tqs . " Robinson was charged with 
"interfering with an officer, " 

RIPLEYt 
A Freed0111 Vote ballot bu remains 81!11d the ruins of the Antioch 

Babtist Church, destroyed by fire early yester~ morning. Negro partici­
pants in the Freedom Vote refuse to be intilllidated by the action and many 
ballots are being cast at the site. Plans are being made to c onduct re­
gular ser~ces nt the•location next ~nday. 

NOV, 2 
• 

JACK.'30NI 
Madeline McHugh, white Freedom Vote worker, lll'rested wbile 

di:strlbuting campaign literature near the ooro office. She is charged 
with "distributing leaflets without a permit." 

KlSS POINTs 
Tillmon McKeller, Negro Freedom Vote worker from Hattiesburg , 

arrested wbile driving t o Pascagoula t o deliver Freedom Vote ballots. 
Charged with "reckless driving." 

JACKSONt 
0 Freedcn Vote returns tallied all day and night. Final returns 

show 681C4j people participated in the Freedom Vote, J~hnson and Hump hre y 
t4•d the ticket with ~029J Sen. Gol dwater recehed lL. vqte11.1 , Aaron Henry 

DP Senate candidate t 1hcimrlbent Senator John St.eonis ol,Oll4 votes te 
0 

• 

·-

lJ9, The three Jl'llP candidates fr1r Oongrei'J8 also von in their contests a 2lld dis+.,, 
Mrs, Fannie Lou Hamer1l31009,nep, Jamie Wbitten,59J4tll. d:lst. ,Mrs. Annie Devine, 
9,067 ,Rep, .Artbur W1natead, 4 J 5th dist, , Mrs, Victoria Gray, 10,876, ,Rep, 
William Oolmer, 16. · 0 

FDP ballots 11111re cut in 56 of the state t s 82 counties and "tinder­
ground" ballots were omalled in fran allllost evexy other ooanty i n the sttte. 
The underground votes 1181'8 eent in frm areas wbei-e it wu ooaeiked danger­
ous to set up polling places, Some Neg1 o c1 tieens enol o8ed notes wi til llheir • 
ballotll explaining that tbey didn' t l eave a return address on their envelopes 
beoause thay feared reprisals by whl.tes, · · • 

Over 119 arreste and 63 other i~demll ~ vo1:ing hm'usment(not 
counting strictl,y racial i ncidents) are reported to OCI'O headquarters in 
the lut three weeks ct the PDP C"'Tf'1 gu, · 0 0 

Laa-enoe 0'111'0t, cba:1rman ot tbe FDP s.,-s · that ~te the inoreise 
~ n M"l·Ol' dur1llg this election, "this election bas aocomplJ.sbed the purposes 
w have set out to achieve. We n.ow have a local grass roots polJ.tical organiz­
ation throughout the state ot Mlirsissippi," Guyot t;hanklld the 75 out of 
state volunteers 'llho C&llle to !ftssissipplo speqU'ically for the IIJ'reedom Voten 
bat singled out the l ocal Negro eltisene as tbe .real ht!l'oeso "they are 
the ones,• be said1

1111ho have most to gain bUt also . the most t o lose, " 
He ~deda " We are not slowing down attar the polls have b8en closed. We 
v:Ul. continue to conduct poliMcaJ. 'lll'irkshops,bold meetings and rallies , and 
dissendnate materiAls, until. • teg18ter eV>U'J" No!ll·o citisen loflo wants t o 
be registered in the s tate of l\liseit~oo p{':l. n 



MEMO TO: CORE CHAPTERS AND ATNI SORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
FROM : CORE SOUTHERN REGIONAL OFFICE 

2209 Dryadee Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 
RE : SOUTHERN RACIAL MURDERS April, 1965 

Attached you Will find a partial list of racial murders that have occurred 
i n the South in the last two years . Though they are only a small sample 
of the violence that is traditional in the South towards Negroes and their 
white supporters, they are a shocking example of the lack of justice in 
the region . In not a single case has a defendant received punishment for 
one of these crimes, and in all but one case there has been no conviction . 
In all of these cases the identity of the killer was known, at least unof­
ficially. 

Some of these murders received little or no publicity on a national level. 
Most fade out of the minds of the public just as quickly as they fade from 
the front page of the papers and from the television screens . 

We feel that very little has been done to attack the Southern system of 
leniency towards those who commit violent acts against Negroes and civil 
rights workers. Perhaps one of the causes is a lack of awareness the 
public has of the reality of the situation. The murders are too short­
lived in the minds and hearts of the American people . 

Therefore, CORE in the South is beginning a program to remind Americans of 
the deplorable state of Southern justice and to stir their consciences eo 
that they Will demand legislation to correct the situation. In view of re­
cent developments in Alabama and Louisiana, we are demanding the following 
additions be made to the voting bill now pending in Congress to deal With 
Violence in connection With racial and civil rights matters: 

1. 

·. 
2. 

Legislation reqUiring enforcement of ar.d protection for the exercise of 
all Constitutionally guaranteed rights by federal marshalls, FBI 
agents or other appropriate federal agents; 

Legislation requiring the Justice Department to make on-the-spot 
arrests of violators of Title 18, Section 241- 242 of the U.S. Code; 

Legislation making crimes of violence, especially murders,in connection 
With ·civil rights and race, a major federal offense; 

Because of the intimidation in many areas of the South of Negroes who a t ­
tempt to register to vote, use certain public accommodations, and exercise 
their Constitutional rights, we believe the 1965 Civil Rights Act and the 
proposed voting bill, as present ed, Will have little effect Without the 
above provisions . 

To begin this program, we hope you Will circulate the attached list as 
Widely as possible in your area. We hope you Will make copies of the lis,t 
and eubni t i t , along W1 th your own demands f or improved legislation, to all 
of your local newspapers, rad.io and TV stations, local officials, Senators 
and Congressmen. Demand that your Senators and Congressmen work for the 
inclusion of the above in new legislation. 



COil Sout~rn Regional Office/2209 Dr,adea Street/New Orleane, La. 7011) 

P A R 'It I A L L 1 S T OJ' · R A C I A L M U R D B R S 

IN 'lBB SOUTH I B '!B:& LAST l TEARS----

Apr11, 196) - ll1ll1am Moore, Vhite, )01a 
O&daton. Alabama 

COD vordr, abot to death on :rreedom 
Yalk 
Auaila.nt arreated, lP !XlNYiql'IOll 

liJQI• 1.963 - Medgar :Evers, Negro, )0 1a 
Jacbon, JU.aai881ppi 

JrAACP J'leld Secreta17, lhot to death 
at hie ho111e for c1 v11 r1ghta 
activities 

Atea1lant, :Byron De La :Beckwith, member 
of White Citiee.os Council, arrested, 
2 trials, hun& juriee, !!9 COliVIggnil 

lllQuaFY· 1964- Lewis Allen, H~ro, 40•a 
Liberty, Ml · ,t?tsr,rriH/ 

Shot to death at h1a home; had Vit­
neaaed a white atate representative 
ldll a Negro in 1961; murder followed 
2 ;yeara ot conlt&at bilrresament; vic­
tim bad asked for federal protection, 
but wu retu.aed. 
Ho arraata, m COJ!YICTIQll 

J'ebxyag. 1964 - 1 womaa, 2 men, lf~ro 
2o•a or )O'e 
Woodville, M1aaiaaipp1 

Shot to death in parlced oar 
Ho arrest, I!> CQliYIQ'l'IOll 

SeP'IRbtr. 1961 - Carol lbbertao.o, Negro, 14 
C7nth1A Veale;r, :Set;;zo, 14 March, 1964 -Man, lJe~ro, 40•a 
Addle Mae Oollina, Jegro, 14 Jllatchea, M1aa1aa1pp1 
Deniae Molf&il, N~ro, 11 Shot to death at night in CAl" 

Ulled in church bombing Ho arreat, ID oomc'UOE 
10 arreats, lP COliVIQTIOI 

Ssptybtr. 1963 - V1 rgil Ware, Negro , 1) 
:Bi rm' ngham 1 Alabama 

Shot to death bT tiiO teefl8\.:e boys, 
Vhlh, While nding his bieyole 

Aaaal.laats arrested, Suapended sentence 

Stl!tpb!£. 1963 - James Bobinaon, Negro, 16 
B11'111nch"m, Alabama 

Shot to death in the back b7 }lOllce 
officer in •aelt-dtfenle" 

1o aneet, 1!9 oomCTIOJ 

StP'Mbtr. 1963 - John Co1q, lreb1'Q, 20 
Biralngh.am, Alabama 

Var veteran, allot tO death by pollee 
lo arreet, lP OOliVIQTIOll 

StP'!II!Ibtr. 1963 - young maa, Negro 
New Orleans, Louiaiana 

Shot to death b)' police officer 
No arreet , ~ OOliVICTIOli 

IM•· 1964 - Michael Schvel'ller, white, 24 
Jamea Cbant:r, le,;ro , 21 
Andrew Gooclllan, Whitt, 20 
Pbiladalpbia, Miaaiaaippi 

lleat!ll and allot to death for ciVil 
righta act1Yitiea; 

Several arreata, inclwU..og law-enforcellent 
officlala; IP OOIIYIQTIOJiS 

l\i17, 1964 - 2 lPG, l~grot•, 19, 20 
Southweat M1aaiaaipp1 

Ba1f-bocliee found in rher durit~~: 
search for miatlnc three (above) 
Arre.att, w comquOI! 

Jul,-, 1964 - Lemuel Penn, Btl\ro, 3) 
A.thent, Geor.,'ia 

Official in achool ayatem of Vathlngto.o, 
D.C. Shot to death in h1a car from . 
palling oar liben returnl.og to Washington 
from training tor arliT reeerve in Otorcl!l• 

llanamen arreated, !!) OOIIYIQTIOJIS 

http://Dryad.es
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s-r 1 1964 - man, llegro 
New Orleans, J:Quiaiao& 

Shot to death nt b11a atop from paning 
oar 

No a rreat , 11) COJ!!ICTION 

Sgptee)er, 1964- Herbert Oraby, lle"ro , 14 
canton, Miaaiaaippi 

found drowned wear1"4> CORI tee-ehirt; 
laet aeen in pick-up truck with white 

men. 
No arrest, W OOIDQIUOJ! 

J!!£pher. 1964- Frank Morrie, Regro , 52 
J'err1da;y, J:Quia1.&na 

Burned to death in hie shop--covered 
vitb-paoline b7 White men, aet afire, 
and forced to r-in inside, 
Bo arreat, 11> comqriQNS 

Decemb9r. 1964 - Man and woJIIIlll, Negro 
llew Orleana, J:Quilian& 

Shot to death ln 1110tel 
No arNat, w oorrnqriOl! 

JQRPUY. 1965 - Ollie B. Shelby, Negro, 18 
Jacltaon, Mlllilaipp1 

Badl7 beaten and 1hot to death by police 
ottieera in Binda County Jnll. 
No a.rreata, l!> COIMCTION 

Janu!rl· 1965- Maraball Scott, Jr., N~ro, 4) 
llev Orleana , Louiaiana 

Pllt into 1911tary confinement in Jlew 
Orlean• Jail with poo1,11110nla; died w1tbo11t 
medical a ttention. 
No arreata, l!O C9IDCTIOIS 

lel!ru!17· 1965 - JiliiiDY Lee Jacl:aon, Net;ro 
Marion, Alabama 

Shot to death by state troopaTI durinc 
demonatration for voting r1~hta , 
No nrreete, l!) OONVICTION§ 

lebMU• 1965 - John Lee , Nat: ro, )1 
Goaheo Springe, Miaeiea1ppi 

Found dead oo country road with ligna of 
beating--had a ttended civil ri~ta 

aaetiogt~ 
B:> arras ta, 11> OOliJICTIOIS 

l'el!FI!!q, 1965- DollAld Baeberry, Negro, 19 
· .~· Okolona, Min11a1pp1 

Shot to death by hie plantation bon, 
lP OOmQ'1'IOIJ 

March. 196$ - llev, Jeaea.IIeeb, white, )7 
Belli&, Alaba.a 

:Beaten to death after partieipati~ in 
in March for votl.ag ri,;bta 
Jbllr arreata, fi9!PIHi 

March· 1965 - Viola Oree;g Lilllao, white, )8 
Lowncluboro, .U.al!Ua 

Shot to death troll Jii&BiiDC oar While 
tranaportinc demonatratora fro111 .. reb 
for voting rigbta. 
Jbllr 1llh1 tea arraated, lliji!DIW 



H\1f:Ul'' 
~. Ht:SSISSIPPI - s:a ~~~ OF CRISIS 

1 t.'" t..,.,,, • J ll:. weeks aince Ht. ·.cP president tn Na t cru~.;: • George 

l4,...o.e, r. V.r~--t t.b., key i.n tho :lan:ition avitcll of hie car s.nd 
,_..--aet fl££ a ' •<im·• llld~ ~-~ n 1·111 vera bro-

~" i.>enrtl\ til the llood. tu... '""- --...._ 
ken and hi a face !Uld 1 .. «• ,. ~ "• out '-lid ,,11-nod. 

llpura ~tter the '>O"'' 1ing He~;r<J 1 v ., ... , d t ' i tod a pl'ti tion "'t-o.. . 
H ~~ 
~yor .Jobn Hoaaer, 64, dft"'tllJult.llJ that the city governnont puo licl,.-... 

denounoftd tbe Jtu Uwt Jt~an, tbe '\met·lc&ns fOl' the P1"'1'80rYntion of 

tbe 'Jblte Raoe , and the Citizens Council. In addition , tboy-d4~ 
ded that the city council order an end to police ~rutaltty and re­

";!Uire police to atop Kl1.n baraaa"lent, deapgrcopto pu.,ltc echoola, 

hire~ ••~r~e on the police torce , and hnv o ~Ci~iAJ- ~~d~•• 
~ with court. .. •y Htl•• · n....,., .. ,., 0 •>~L!.Y a £ev o£ the 12 de­

tailed demands which , in 6.t'1'oot, apeoitied tbe IIID,t nr NlntPl"tnta_.or­

~la.ok POO}Jlft in N& to he~ • 

.3o r.-.. r not o:-1e of the de.,ancte bae "loon ~at . H!\yOl' No3aer, 

who vas el9cted in !L c lose conteat with the bPlp of No~~~ votes, 

ia a fri£htened mu1, especially aince hie booe waa o om>ed laat Sep­

te•o?er • 'l'bft town • s 1 erut-1 ng .... .,....,.P~I)l'r, the police f roe, the eher­

itr•a d~tputiee, and every one or the 1~~"1~ tn~~tr~a in tbe 

county are infiLtrated with Klan me~·,.ra. Tbl'l only v!l:ite Toioe of 

moderttion ia Forrest Johnaon, an atto1~ey, who edita a weekly ta >­

loid circuLated almoet excluaiyely in the Negro n~l6t~~·~ooda. 

Johneou baa loat ha.l£ ot bia l a w practice and moat o! bia .triende. 

!low l • nc h& will at1y a.roun4 ta any)ody'e gueas . 

The night or the Metcalfe lO:ui.n«, Negroae balcl a -naaa ~~"'" ...... 

and lot&dftrlll 8./UlOUUCetl. a IJoycott of •11 the sforw .. 1u tb,• •f<'w•af u otn 

sre•. \Catholic pr1eat who ia vice p~aJdeot of t~e 1~~·~ M '~CP, 

P'~tber I .J. Horriaaey, and Cb"r1e• ~era , field •eu•··d ·"'Y .l·or t ho 

atate lf!.,•,CP, varne tl. that unleaa the city -.retod to •-e oi tlae 

peopl&'a de~ande their £rustretioo mtght lead to violence. 

•• few da.ya L . ter Oovornor p 1ul B • .Jo.hnaon oa'ftoa·e.! tbto H:J.ti.on 'l l 

Gu'\rcl to Natchez, i-apoaed a 10 P,H. to ' • . • M. ou1•i"ew, and .Cor·>ade 

the sale of '>&er. (st~te l o.w .~·or?ida the sa.le o~ ofhe\' alcoholic 

'.J OV (J. I 'ttt;••llt • ) '):h..., 1-l'U)rdu-,,.. ·•1 1 ""'ft'f, to: • • • Je-A:~ tt P!I\4.-,}. 4»./!I J..ct hJ &• !Jc &J~ WdOk-

end. 



On 3epts~~er 9, Negroes held their ~irst mass demonstration -

~ night march through tho downtown area to City Hall. Over 200 

people knelt ~ prayed on the steps then ~roke up and vent ho~e 

on .ft~ot. ; . ltnougb at .first Police Chie.f J.T. Rooinson stopped thea 

at a o uay intereection and told the~ they were viol~ting a city 

ordinance and asked them to turn around, be let them proceed . 

Nightly meetings continued QDd hot argU2ente erupted ~etween 

those people who wanted to march and those who were against it. 

Relations between the N~CP and the FDP reached a low point • . Cbar­

~ea Evere in~ted 3 . C. L . C. and Delta Ministry laadera and volun- --­

teere to oooe to the city. 

On Septem~er 27, Rev. Al~ert Sampeon, 27, o.f Boet~n, Ma3sachu­

setts , a student o.f 5au~ Alinaky in Chicago and a worker .for SCLC , 

aftnnunoed ~lana to oreak the cur.fev. He said he would lead thou­

sands o.f Negroes in a march 1r the cur£~ was not li.fted. 

On Septemoer 28 Evera said that the N~~CP would not march and 

added that peo~le who were arreate~ would have to find ' their own 
~ond contacte. Rev. Sampeon said he ~uld go along with th&- ~c~­

sion ~ut privately co~plained auo~t the NA~CP'e position. For th~ 

next .few days Sampson boycotted the mass meet~a. Du~ all.: 

t~s time aever&l sources roportod that Evers ha~ been £ired .from 

bia J o? as .field secretary. Two wee~ before, Hoeea W~liams of 

SCLC, appealed to people at a ~• meetiDg in Natchez to support 

Evere " because some perenns 0:1 the NAACP E:Kecuti'~ C'-i.t-t.e want. 

to get rid o.f hi~ .for personal reasons." 

The KU 1 a newapaper, the !'ieq Crose, was 'P•-ed · out;.--tw-ough 

the · atreete o£ Na tchez on the 28th. The same day Evere led JOO 

people to City Hall. Before the marchers arrived 400 more people 

joined them, aooording to a UPI report. ~ther ob.arver. -~et1mated 

that over 1,000 pAople were there. 

Meanwhile the ec~nomic ~oycott wa• tekiDS ita effect. Despite ~· 

an AP report (Septem~er 4) that Ne~roes appeared not to ~e oheer­

vLDg the boycott , ~y 3epte~ber 29 the boycott wne well ~r way. 

Official o~aervera .for the NAACP announced the namoe of Negroe e 

aeen shopping at downtown atoree. Tho em.,araeement o .f ha rlng one•e 

name announced at a mase meeting persuaded m~y people to etny 

a way. One wealthy funeral direc tor humbly apo~og~ed £or d~eooey­

ing tho boycott, af'ter b:l.• a o t:lon• . .,.., •. ., .,.. .. .,c.i o ned nC: n m&o1.ill6• He 
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prom~sed he wouldn't repeat his error. On September JO, downtown 

merchants announced a Cl , OOO annual contest drawing. The Miss-!::2.!! 

Ooserver,, Forrest Johnson's paper, said tha t tha drawing wa s "a . 
me an~t •to break the Negro Boycott," The paper er.~phasized that the 

o~ycott h ad caused "cons~derable damage to the financial pos~t~on 
' I 
o1: many downtown merchants . " 

The curfew was ~eing un£airly applied to Negroes. No wh~tes 

were held ~ the city jail on cur£ew charges but many Negroes and 

two White civil rights workers were kept in jail pending ~ond for 

up to five days, In at least one case , arrests were ~ade o~ FDP 
workers who were just a dozen paces from home, 

The state law permitting the curfew order £or adults was pase­

ed in the summer of 1964. It was criticized at the timo f or allow­

ing police to restrict .freedom--o.f m0V'9'1Mmt without :fot'"'Dally d eol a l'-

ing mart~al law. Federal 

curfews unoonstitut~onal . 

ae well a s sta te courts have held s:l.mi~ar 

~ adm~tted ~~~te Oiti2ons Counotl mom-

::,er from HUl11phreys County, Ir::>y Turner, introduoed the o~ll ~n 

the M~asissipp~ l egislature. 

On September 1.5, s~x days after the cur:few was ordered, ~t 

was mod~:I'ied so that adults could stay on the street~ ant~l mid­

night, :lnstead oi 1.0 P. M. J.t the trial o£ several lo'DI' · volunteera 

on September 22 Judge James Keyer dropped charges aga~et tho de­

fondants on the grounds tha t the • ur:f'ew o~ance :fa~led to meet 

some techn:lcal requirements or the state law. F~nally, Oc to~er . 
:fil..rst tae c ity council voted to l~:f't the curi"ew altogether. 

On Septe:!l'Jer JO the city a ttorne y suocees:fu.lly petit.ionP-d a 

local judge to enjoin the N'\1""CP, FDP, -iCLC, and KKK leaders .from 

ma rching, p:l.cket:l.ng, and a. whole ser~es of acts which se\'erttly 

r estricted .:l Oth freedom of' spe-ech and assembly, One ~njunction 

named Evers, Aaron Henry (who hadn • t '>een in Natchez dut-:lng all 

this t:l.oe}, James J eo.ckson, Rev, Shead Baltl.win, Rev . Rvhut•t How'l.t'<l, 

J ame s Pa rker , N:l.ll:I.>UD 1./are, Rev. "II.J. Morrissey , Jame~ Roddy, Oti s 

l 'lonrlngs, Arch:Le Jones, Miss Poey Lo'll:>ard, Loot~s El'la ton, !!:dtl.ie 

"-'illiams, &rvJn M"'rt~n, Rudol.ph Shi~lds , and Rev . Sar.JP&On. CurJ<HUO 

l y, the natues of' FDP l eaders, Miss Dorie Ladnl"r tu:a•l Hi.ss A l !.wr1.'l. 

Wa tki:ns , wl&.n h nt,\ "bu~ t' v~-t."k.:l 1.l ~ i11 Wv t e ll ~r& I" #.I r ~' ~·"'~~ ' •· JJ )' l;;) .... f' . ,.,c l"e 

o:uitted . 



N:,TCEL~~ CJ1I:3I3 - page four 

Th~ next d~y, 19 people, m~inly teenn3ers, were arrested £or 

picketing wh~te stores and onarged with blocking the sidewalks. 

The group ti~ed their arrests so that only one or two people were 

pioked up at -!1. time. '- large crowd o:f people watched the picketers 

as they le£t :from a ca~e in the Negro side of Franklin Street :for 

the white stores f'arther down the street , Several other Negroas 

were arrested when they watched the pickets , They complained that 

they weren't given a wa.rnil)g to cove. One "lan said, "The cops told 

~e , · ~e ' re arrestipg you and every d a mn ni~ger in sight and i :f you 

don't like it I 1 ll. ~low your god da:nn o rains out . '" 

The next day , October 2, 271 people carched in protest against 

the pl'eviouso day's arrests and in support o£ the· 1.2 demands. Police 

Chiei' Ro ':l inson stopped th-em as they approacberl the :first corner and 

loaded them into police )USes, A handful o:f people were taken to 

the city j a:i l , .,ut al't'lost a ll were trans.t' ered to the state peni­

tentiary at Parchman, 250 miles away. 

The reason given for t-aking persons not yet con\-icted ot' any 

cri•ne to a state prison was that there was not enough rooo:~ to holti 

the-:~ at the county an<l city jails , ·-t Pa rohlllan, the ugly face o:f 

Mississippi's vicious sadisc erupted . .lhat happened can only ">e 

described by· the people who aa.f:fered through it . The :f'ollowing 

state~ents are excerpted fro~ a~:fidavits Ziled ~~th the Justice 

Dapart'llent a 

Sa71uel ·carter, :33 , a high school physical education teacher: 

~e got out o:f the >a3es and they lined us up in groups 
c:f 12. I w~e in ~ront o~ the second line. One high­
wa y patrolman looked at l)le a.nd said, 'I wish one o£ 
those ;s- , o . ~ .•o would look a t ~e{so I could OJeat him 
up).• A f'ew moments later he slapped oe ~a hard as 
he could on t he right side o:f' ::1y race tl.nd cursed :!le 
out. I didn't say a word to him. 

They or-iered u s to str;l.p and spread our caecks. One 
o£ the~ pulled on the hair >elov oy lower lip. I 
saw him pull P,a r out of one ">oy' s beard , They wouldn' t 
let us wear anything . When they put us in the c-ells 
(in the :naximum security section) there wa s fliX of us 
with cote .for only t'llo , There was ao ttultt ro.sses or 
covsrs, just an iron cot. (The weather ~areau recor­
ded temperatures in the 40 1 s tha t night.) 

They opened a ll the windows and turned on the air con­
ditionilllg. \ole e a t kneeling! it wao too cold to sit 
on the cot. We exe r c :i "'"rt, rU.d kne~> b.#nde· to kA.op warm. 

,. 
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My j~w wao so cold I couldn't eat hard rood. On Sun­
day night (Octo~er 3) some .f$llowa hollered f'or the 
guards oec~use they w~s so oick , The gu~rds didn't 
brinz the doctor ti~l the next day. 

Miss Helen Louise 3ession , 24, Natchez Junior College student1 

He ( 'l prison of':l'icial) turned 'the air conditioner on 
ua (women were not ~orced to dierooe except for their 
sweaters, shoes , and outer s~rmenta) and we asked him 
to turn it o~~ ~ut be wouldn't. 

They ~:~ado us drink something that w:~.s .:t l axati,,e •• ~ . • 
One lady in our cell h3d to te~r her panties up to 
use for sanitary napkin and toilet tissue . 

Miss Posy Lo~bard of ~eaton , Massachusetts! 

Tie llad eight or ni.ne people in our cell. They con­
tinually threatened us a l l the ti!lle . They :forced sooe 
of the women to t~ke more than one cup o£ that medi­
cine. Later on , they ca~e down to the cel ls - about 
£ iva o'clock in the morning - and picked out girls 
and rnade the~ drink ~ore , another cup or two of' (the 
l a xative). And they thoy scarcely gave us any toilet 
paper , so we were using ~rflad and '>iscuits to wipe 

- ·· ourselves with. One g i rl in my call got vary oick 
and when the doctor came ''>Y he ordered l:ler to co::~e up 
to the :t'ron t or the cell. When she d i d.n 1 t say •yes, 
~ir,• •no , sir' to all his questions, hs got very 
a•1gry . Ghe had very ~ad cramps and couldn't 11 t and 
up str:1ight, He le1.' t her there i'or si.JI: hours be!'ore 
they took her to the ho spital. 

The doctor came by an~ took ~lood tests of a ll the 
woraen !l.nd they told one person it was :f'or a syphil is 
test . They didn't tel l roost people , so they didn ' t 
know why they were tak~g the >lood . And they were 
very hasty and careless about shooting the nsed~e into 
the peraon•s ~~. so they stuck an average , each per­
son , aoybe tvo or three tL~es , I know ono girl they 
stuck £ive times . 

Sander Pa rkman - be said he was bead o:f t ho priSOJis -
e.sked me a l (•t ot' q uestions. He told ~>e the Nagroea 
on hio plantation were his ~oat i'riends and aa proof 
o£ it h e to ld me that i£ I 'l(as ever on his plantation 
~d he told h i s Nebroea to kil l ~e , they would do it . 

Tha Natchez De~ocrat responded to t~e damonst~~tions and 

mas s arrests ~~th tho 'ditori al suggestion to ~uild larger jail 

.fa~ilities and hir e more police. 

The marches continued . A hundred six peoplE' we re arrested 

October 4 and 22 '110ra t he .foll.,wi l lg ctay . Viole n c e a lmost J roke out 

on the fourth 1o'hen E . L . HoDa n to 1 , 3'r<ll1d d r '<lson -<>.:t thP 11n.i t od- tU.ans 



NATC!n''!; CRI3IS - page six 

o'£ Am1n:•ica ( onG or the three KKK organiza tiona in the a tate) and 

about 150 whites heckled demonstrators a hal£ block '£rom the Negro 

church where the ~arch started, N:~CP leaders made sure that Ne­

Groes avoidad the ohallenJe to fight the white toughs. 

On October 6 Federal Judge Harold Cox modified the county 

court injunction prohib iting marching. He a llowed marchers to 

move two a~reast dovn city streets as l cng as they did not inter­

fere with traffic. Over 1250 people (1,000 a ccording to the AP 

count) marched th3. t night to the county ·'>u1lding. Groups of' Whites 

lingered on the corners staring and mildly provoking the demonstra­

tors. During c ivil rights marches police in other towns shoo aW3y 

""' potential trouole makers, out in Natchez they didn't dare. On the 

oth.er h a nd, members of the Natchez Deacons £or Def'ense and Justice, 

a Negro group, were not bothered either as they cooly eyed the pro­

ceedings to and from the courthouse, One tall, husky Deacon in 

overall& and white shirt, the unof'ficial uniform of' his organ.iza­

tion, leaned up against a building acrose from the courthouse. 

Police were nearoy. It looked £or sure th&t he might get ar1-ested 

~ecause he wasn't in line, But nothing happened, 

People sang Freedom Songs and one old ~1n 

brought us th:ie far. Please don't leave us." 

cried out: "God, you 

A woman repeated tbe 

same words, then the leaders spoke and people marched 'aok to the 

church where they started, 

On Octo':::ler 9 police told N.l :\CP leaders that c ity of't'ioials 

wanted to negotiate, 

A short meeting was held and an attorney ~or the city i ndica­

ted that some action might ~e taken on the 12 demands. Some of the 

de'!lands were rephrased, a television report from Jac~aon announoa d, 

to make it possiole i"or the wh:ite of1'icials to negotiate. For ex­

ample, the report noted that the denunciation o£ the KKK vas chan­

ged to a re~uest that the city take action against "groups wbich 

advocated r a cia l or religious hatred a nd "ligotry," A moratorium 

on .f'urther m!lrch.ea vas a~reed to until Tuesday, Octob er 1.2. 

Nothing ~uch can ) & e xpe cted from the city right now. Time, 

though, is on the Negroes• side, There a r e about J,200 Negroes 

registered to vote in the county out of an eligible 9 , J40. (In 
1?61 only 1, 050 Negroe>e vero J'egill tar<~d. ~ccot-..iing t ,o the U, S , Co:n-
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m~aa~on nn Civil Rights.) There ara only a~out 5,500 white voters. 

~hen tAe next elections oome around this apr~, the g ap >&tween 

the two r a ces will ~· much narrower. 

There a re more people working on voter registration in ~dams 

County now th~~ ever oerore. The FDP has two fu~l-time p a id workers 

and a :>out four a l o oat-i'ul.-ti:ne vol.unteera. SCLC, headed ';,y Rev. 

Sampson and Mrs, Septi~~ Qla rk, h~t ~ive f~ll- t1me pa~d workers and 

a .>o•.tt 20 or JO local people Who will !>e re ceiving 830. a month sub­

sistence . The NjlACP has severa l people vbo ~ay work f~l-time on 

voter registration, and Evers has pro~isad 29 women who went on 

strike recently that he will pay the~ subsistence to work on voter 

registration until they get their jo~s )&ok. (They le~t their jobs 

at a l.aundry when one woman vas fired When she returned £ro~ Parch­

man on Octo:Jer S.) The Delta. Ministry baa sent down eight volun­

teers , main~y clergymen , for an inde£inite period. 

Voter registration may .>e slowed dovn ·>ecaus e o'Z the friction 
v etween the Nt.ACP and the other organizations ( SCLC, FDP , DM) . 

There exists now a ~r~gile working coalition. The nAtural conser­

vatism and more elitist organization of Evers group :nakes o..ff'ilia­

tion with the more radical, poor-oriented FDP a lmost i~possi~le. 

Evers' person~l preatigo and influence ~ N~tchez p~r .its him to 

run the show . He enjoys ths support o£ i .nfluentitll Negro ministers 

in town. So f!lr the !!IllS& meetings haTe turned down re :;tueats ·:)y FDP 

members like Wi~liam ~are to apeak. Rev. Sampson has been given 

secondary status ·,y Evers in pl.anning and strategy sessions eo .far, 

Mre. Clark hae not tried to play a major role in the direct action 

phase o.f' the Movement in Natche~. The Delta M1nistry, lad ~y Rev . 

Harry Bowie, has worked h a rd toward keeping the shaky coalition to­

gether. 

It wouldn't :l e surprising, thougb, if Natch.ez became the first 

fairly larga-si3ed city in tho state to see mora Negroes than whites 

registered, If the momentum can continue for the next .few weeks 

the spring elections will undou~tedly u e different than at any time 

since Reconstruction . l(hite politicians have traditionally , in the 

words of a Septem'.>er 29 Miss-~ o :,serve r editorial, sneaked "into 

S t. Ca therine and Franklin 3 treota with wild promises of great 

things r or the Negro population, The Negro didn't ~elieve all these 



I • 
N!.TC:nc; CRI3IS - p a ge eight 

wild visions of tho great herearter ~ut they were erfeoti ve . • Next 

time undouotedl y the~a will b e Negroes on the ~allot . 

Hopeful l y , so~e kind or ooncensus can ~e roached b etween the 

N.\ACP and t he FOP to support one candid.,.t e . In Greenvill e , an N.·\ACI' 

treasurer recently .filed 9.:ld got his n a::to o.a the ballot f'or m'3.yor 

~e~ore '3.n FDP c~ndidate was a nnounced . Tho FDP has declined to run 

a n other Negro oandid~to against h i m. I n most parts of' the state , 

howe ver , FDP candidates will prob ably not h ave to :race the thrc;~at 

ot spl itting U1e ~lack vote . The NAACP is not a political organi­

zation and h a s not s hown signs so Zar of o ecoming one in the state , 

This is true despite 3vers' role in .forming a group called t he Mis ­

sis s i ppi Democra tic Con ferenc e , The bead of the state AFL- CIO , 

Claud e R .. msey , is "co- pa.rtners• with Evers in t h is venture to f'orge 

a De~ocratic party ~ the state which can attract moderato white 

and conserva tive Negr o votes . FDP has t!\k &n no of'f'icial position 

on the MDC , b ut i~portant FDP offici a l s ~ve criticized Negro me~­

:;)e rs o£ the or~;anization Jecauso or their " Uncle To'.!" conserva tive 

r e puta tions . No 7 DP oaw>e rs, or ror th~t ~~tter, ~ny act i vo civil 

rights leaders in the state :,asides Evers , wore in,·i ted to the KDC's 

t'oun.ding :neoting l a st Ju~y. 

Meanwhile, George Metcalfe is still ~n the hospita l. Re may 

~e p~ralyzed for lifo. 

The bood~um who p l anted the bomb in Metcalfa 1 s oar set off 

an explosion whose tremors a re still beinz felt. It has mo.oilized 

the Negro cor.u:~unity more than a ny of' the other 17 or more terrori s­

tic :1cts againat Negroes in .~dams County ( r ecot'<ied o y the u. s . Ci vil 

Rights Co~isoion) in recent mo~ths. rt h~s brought Charles ~·ors 

to a position o£ greater influence than at any time i n h is career, 

despite rumors tha t he has already been rired ~Y the national office 

of' the NAACP . Most i!Dportant, it ~8 put the .KKK and tlH> wh i te 

powe r struotu.ra on the defensive and has e 1n•ved wa-r-n:l ug on them 

that Bl~ok people want t h e ir Freedom Now. 4nd that Now ~etter not 

'>O delayed .for too :nnny touwt•t•owe. 

Charles norwi tz 
Oct ober 9 , 1965 
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