
OOIT!mNTLlL R&illtt: N(Jl' .FOR REJ.;F.ASE March 16, 1964 

TO: COFO staff & supporters 

FRE:,JX)M D,u'. - LEFLOR,i; COUNTY, MISSISSL,I - MARCH 25, 1964 

I. ,urposoa . 

.•. To arnmetizo to Lenora County and tho U.S.... tho f:lct that Nogroos have not 
b ... cn and ere not ,now '13.lowcd to ro&i,stcr to vote, thus prossurini; Circuit Cl.erk 
Mrthe Lamb, tho U. S. Justico Dopnrt=t, and tho U. S. Congress to open 
registration rolls to Noi;x-o ci-tiz::ins. 

B. To br.Jak down tho fc.ar Which still prov-...nts many Nogroos from trying to rogis­
tcr in tbc Delta. 

O. To d~stre.to to Lofiorc County Ncgroos tb.o it1porlenco or tho voto in ga.ining 
t11orc and b.:.ttcr job1.t, good ocluc~tion, spcndins of govornmont money on im()rovc-­
l!lcnte for ::i.1.1. citiz.ons--not just one group, froodo.o. from palico brutality, just 
lnlis and 1'a.ir trials 1'or all. 

D. To provide a basis for continuini, pros:;lliro and sttontion on Msrth9. Lamb and 
votor registration in the Delta. 

II. How? 
,a. Frc.odom. D~ it.eolf 
1.. <1'0t,-r=. To put roaxi □ •rn pressure on tho Justice Dopart=t for protection 
of people md map:?ction 'l!ld corraction of registration procodur-.:Js, all of our 
actions which Cl",\' ch.allcngo tho loccµ authoriti.,e will bo di.rc.atly aimed at 
voter rc.gistr:ltion. 

a..Thcro Will bo a maas:i.vc 3tt.:.01pt to rogist~r by poopl.) from aJJ. over tho 
count:y-sta.rt:iJlg when th:. office opens in tho morning :ind continuing until it 
closes. , ooplo will co!lle t:rora Groan_wood, Itta Bena, Sidon., lllintot' Ci.ty, Sehl.a.tor 
and aovor-aJ. othor rural localatics. It Will ba organized liko this I Some p(!Oplo 
who went to roe,istur w1l.l walk or drivo to th-.i courtbouao :lndividu..'llly. others 
1'li1.1. ~ot st a Fr-"odom. D~ Hoa.dqm\rt,:;rs (ple.c<:> to be announced) oarly :In tho 
corning on F?'IJOdor.i Da,v and i!P to tho courthouso by car. li cars are stopped 
groups of no J:JON than about i'ivc Will cantinuo on foot, nt. tho courthouse 
thoso trying to r .. gist~r will ldnc up, starting at the door of tha circuit clork 1s 
office; !ls many as she Wi,ll lot in w.Ul. t:i.ko tho test. 

b. Shortly a.ftcr tho tic,:; Whon the circuit clerk's office opens, a picket lino 
Will be fo:rt-d on the sidc.W?.lk outside tho courthouse. Tho pickets Will be, 
wo hopo, both local rosidants, ospocially thoso who havo tried to rogistor 
bc!orc :ind boon rofusod, !lnd p.:oplo from othor p?.l'ts of th-, state !llld tho coon­
try who bellow tbl?.t d:nicl vf tho t;.ght to veto is so wrong th'\t thoy fool 
inpollod to help to cbnn-1o tho situation by their own porsotlal witnoss to local 
offi.oiru.e and the .:.ntiro country. We hope tho p;l.ckot line will include some 
of th.., mmistcrs wbo pick~tod in H~ttioaburg. Wo also aro trying to bring 
soo,.. nn.tional "opinion tiakot's 11-rorlo ste.M, public officials, civil rights 
loetl.Ot'a, 'llld oth .. r pcopl~ th1.. public w•.tchos to Groonwood ror t.ho Dey. SolllC 

of th~Cl m,~ picket. 'l'ho pi.ck...-ts will cer,y end wear sil!,'IB explaining their 
dollU!llds. 
2. Imr.iodiat'- Results. 

a. Inorcasoci local aw=noes of vot .. r rcgietr~.tion issucs-thnt t.hc vote is 
vital to gl'.ining tho tluncsa wo want, that unJor pr-..S®t o.mdit.ioni, it is impos­
sibla to roeP'etor, tbat by eot)C->rt.-..d action wo o.~.y gaj.11 tho riJ'I~ to rogist~. 

b. Loc!tl prossuro to rog:l.st.vr will bo f.;lt by the cu,ouit cl.:.rk. Th.:iro will 
be tr.lllJ,~ epplic.1tioos to process and many ps..~plo dcm_0llding rcgi.etmtiQO. There 
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111!'.;y' b.;. n slow-down in downtown Easter shop}:ling i:.s a. sido-off'act, rvsulting in 
prosSUN !roa 1ru?rchents on &\rt.ha L.".IDb. 

c. NntioncJ. prossuro will rosuit on tho Justice Dop,u-tmcnt to knock out tho 
tost !Ind nt loti!Jt to forco epvcdy and !'!u.r procossing o! applicen.ts. Tho at­
tont;ion of tho senate will 'oo focusod on voting rig)lta as they considor tho 
ci.vil ri£j)lts bill, The pc,oplo of t,ho U. S, i., Will understand b.:.ttor tbe ne­
cessity for ledoral action to on.force tho rigjlt to vote. 

a .• ro-Frcdoo Dny orgtlllizing to make 1.ho Day work. 
l.. M!.ss m..ot:l.ngs have bucn sot up !Jr ov~ry night from now lltltU Froodom Dtiy 
in var:l.oua pe.rts of the county, 
2, Doer-to-door cmimssi:ng and block c!lpt.ain org~zing is boiilg dol)O by- COFO 
staff m..7llbcrs including SNCC fiold workor5 ond SCLC citizenship teachers. 
J. C.U-poals toi:1.t:ensporte.tion to tbo courthouse will be forme"-, possibly in 
th4 frM!t.,work of a local trnnspartation committee. Nairos and tas numbars of 
rosponsiblo p.aopla Will be rceor~ed, Wa also hope to use p,,opla 'lOd c.u-s that 
cooo dm,n to Greenwood for tho D~. 
4, ~ots end post<.rs will bo obt~.inod oo"- tlistribu.t..Jd. Lor..Uote will ba 
print.;id in oith1,.r .. tl ~.nta or S.-.n Jose, Cr.l..il'. B.ldasi:,t10d FroedOlll Voto •·os­
tors arc boing put up in ;. tow pl.acos in town to let pooplo !mow ab.,u·~ the 
Oa;y who <.!...n •t ol't..n eomo out t;o oootin,;s. 
5. , coplo fI'Olll outside Wl.orc. County 2\I'O now b.;ins c...ntll<l.t:lid, rt:. ·ta b:ip:id 
that soc,;. of tho ministers who picket.lid in flattiosburg will bo h&ro. .lnt.;r­
t,,.incrs and public figurvs arc being or:ntactod and asked to aolllO to G=wood 
by the .. tianta an,;! Grconwood o.i'ficos. 
6. . ublloity work is bc,ing dooo tr= GJ;'\,--anwcod and ntle.nta. " fact shoot will. 
bo pr;,,par,:.d for distribution to .E'rioods of S'JCC ;,;?'OUP8 and Nows Mocllil. .?rose 
roloasas will bo iw.moll as tho situation dovolopa hore in GroonW90d, Wo hopo 
for TV eovcr1.1gS3; TV= aro bo:!.n5 infor=d and told about tho poSllibilitios 
by tho a.tl--,nte and Groen wood Sl\lCO officce. 
7. Tho stat! .md tho col!l.lunity must consider tho probabilities and possibilities 
of Freedom Dey. Wo oust cl.caide what course to follow if thoro are jailings, 
and who will carry on with the program if key p.ioplo e.ra anostod, 

C, Follow-up. 
l. I! not stopped by orrvsts, tho pickot lino will continua da:U.y, kooping at­
tontioo .rocusod Oil voting o.nd making moll! our dorae,ods, and koopin ,; open a 
gate in tho wall of fear which new keeps people away !ram tho courthouso, 
2. Hogistmtion attClll)ts will continue in tho form of c!aily trips to tho 
courthouse end perhaps C1Cro Freedom Days, Tbo £01."lll cf tho J.ater Froodoo Deys 
would dopand on how tho first ono goos-if th~r~ ero not ooss arrests, later 
days Cc'n include bi&;or piokot J.inos and ovon acre militant kinds of protust~ 
J. Tho county-wide n,i.turc cf tho Day 'Will provide 1. ch~.nco for Nal rur-.J.l 
organization, which hl\s not boon l\Chiovod hol'C. , or haps while county peopl,;: 
arc in t.,o',ffi wo C!'l'l ;;ct ,. st:lrt on tho ?rocoon Ropatr:,.tion and use the con­
to.cts WQ 1:12.ko to spr02.c tho COFO political prograc throui;tiout tho county. 
4. ~nrt-:Lcipants in Froodom clay hero = help move projoct olsowt1orc :in tho 
state by canvassing, _pickot:ing1 ,md att::.nding IDASS rnootings of all kinds. 
5. If the Scnnt.:i is still i':ilibust-onng,pooplc from Lanora aounty as woll as 
other ~.rts of tho st~ can hold a Froodolr. D;,y in tho u. S. Sano.to! Could 
picket Eastland, Visit, all Sllllators, otc. 
6. OOFO organizations oen follow up nationally with letters, telogrruns, 
villits to congress= and senators, tho prosi<l.:int, tho Ju.stico Depiurtcont, 
tho Federal Voting Co=ission. 
7. COFO stP.J:f end Visiting ttinistors and public fig,;,.:ros can tell tho story oi' 
doni.al ot tho I'igbt to veto :in Misaissippi by writ:ini;; art.icl.l)s and spoaking 
boforo ovory audience posaiblo, 



8, SNCO workar,a C!lll toll tho Spring Coni'oronco in Atlant11. about the Froodom 
0.ey; this Will be a puah for the SUl:lOCr , rojvct. 
9. Tho schools w:iJ.l. ba closod an Froodoc Da.y an..1 the day after for a teachers 1 

aeot:i:ng in Jackaon. i>GX'he.pa ',{D can org,-..nue a school boycott in tha wake of 
Froodoo Da.y on Friuay the 27th, when both toacbors and stludonts will bo duo 
to Ntum. Tho students oould join tho ¢.ckets at tho court.houeo end domand 
that thoir toe.chars rogiatcr to votc- 11flow ci,n a 2nd class citizen be a good 
teacher?" oto. School boycott shoul.d be used if there ie any large number of 
arrests, too. 
10, If there arc. arrests, of courso a barra,;o of prossure :n tho Justico ~~ 
pa.rt=t ~ bo of; great i.c:portance. 
11. This ldll h.a.vo to bo played by oar, but if thero are arrests, pooplo aro 
.roa.dy, !:'nd the arrests are for activity clearly protootod. by tho constituti~, 
perhaps there should be a j9.il..,filling oper .ut1oo-people continuing to act 
in tho wey ~ch caused tho original i3rl'OSts. 

III. 'Why a F:roedoo Day in Lofioro County? 

A. Local oootaxt. ,.l.thougb th"'ro have beon oviilr 2500 registration attempt.a 
by Negroos in the psst year, it is ist:imatcd that fifty or less tJogroes 
11pn.ssed 11 tho tat:1t and wero ragistervd in that period.Many of the peoplo, 
frustrate;;; in these first trial!, understand the ir.lporlance of the vote to ·• 
them.selves; they want to put euoe pressure oo tne circuit clerk. Thero are 
also lll2.0Y Negroes in Leflore County who ~re afraid to go to the courthouae to­
registcr. " callSive and open registratioo attaopt and a picket line ~ .tree 
these poople of SOC\OOt.' their fear. It will certainly force the Justice Depe.rli­
r:i.ent to watch Martha L!lllb, the police and Jther offioials; if well publicized 
it will speed J,D, action to opon the registration bocks. 
B. M:I.S!U.ssip¢. contOJct;. Martha Lamb is :me of tbe circuit clerks most resis­
tant to tJegro voter registration in l'!ississippi. She is also one of the re­
gistrars named in the pending Justice Departi:>oot suit. to knoc'k out th.; state I a 
voter registrntion prevent:ion l3WB, Registrars in nearby counties such a·s 
Sunflower and in ra,my other parts of the stata Will at least register people 
if they cooploto tho registration fom. Martha I.arab, howevor, s•:)Detines wm I t 
lot people take the teat, has felled to ragist .. r :klal people Who can easily • 
cooplete the test--and h,we d.,nc so throe or fcim- til:les, eml al.lows only from 
one to three pooplo (if they are tfogroos) to tBlco the test at n time, She of­
ten loud-talks applicants and tolls them not to CClllO back aga:ln. She hss or­
derod voter registration workers out of her office frequently, 
othar Leflore 0,)unty officials and citizens interfere with vot"r rogistr3tion 
att"°pts. They have jailed \o/Crkcrs, threatenad tbeo With death il they ever 
caoe back to the courthouse, and photoi;raphod thwa--all at the court.hnus¢ls 
the workers aoconpani.od prospooti-w voters and rooor~d tho registration at­
tem.pts. 
Lof.lore Cocnty is a part of tho Delta, whore tbore bas never bo$n (With -tho 
exception o.f 11Cll)Qerate" Greenville) JI a clm:!onstration lfhich did net end .in • 
.imDoLie.to nrrosts and .failure. • e;:,plo all. ovor the state and partiC\li).rly the 
Delta Know of tho d.:ioonstrations in Greenw,;,od last yee.r, Miln.Y are watching 
from the sidelines t~ aee whether the voter .egietration drive ha11 been l:iD:1.­
ted, if not cruJlhed, by jailin,;s, " &UOC:a:ssful Frood.:la Day will convince 
these people end gi= all confidence that tho l-loveraont cannot bo stopped by 
illegal police acti-m. 
C. liLttooal .pan1lc:w:t. Leflore County and Greenwood are already known for their 
ad&llll)l'lt stand agaioS't rogistration by Nsg:ross, s, any oass .:,.ffort to challenge 
t.his stand will be news. 
We aro right next t,· Senatcr Eaatl'9.n<l' s C<>unty. 



.. r.baJJ~go of Jamie Wbitten•s seat in Consrese (2.nd Congrossimal Dist.­
tho Delta) bas already been ld.ck .. d around by c;ingressional loaders such ,s 
J!inBnuel ca:u.ar; t.h1a lfnul.d be a .t\lrther Clamonatiratiml 01· tbe cu.senrran­
ohis=nt o! a large part of hi& constitl.lency, 
The ~re County white power atructl.lre receives a i;µ-aat deal. of financial 
support frora the federal g>vemnont, yot it !ails to oboy the fedorill. consti­
tution. The financial base of the county is cotton; with'lnt the Dini.mm:i 
pri-co 4:,'llal'antees o! the federal gcvemmcnt it woul.d. col.13-pse. The total 
cotton acl'Oa&e allot.cent for the county is over 71,500 acres, and ovory bale 
gri>'WD ::(1 these acres is £1!/\rantoad a certain 01Dicn1m prico by the federal 
gove=t:, In thCl paa:t few months the City ! Graoo.wood has rodeived 
•227, CXX) in federal grants fc r improvetl81'1t. of streets and sewers and. tho 
buildin_i; of a bridge. ,i.lthough tho so-wer driti.na£S is so bad in part ~ the 
i'legrc section cf town that you canilct flush a toilet, all tho sewer iopr-0vamante 
were nac:e :in the. Wbite section, . .J.though there is a -very c'.angorous rallr:,ad 
crossing hes neitbor bri~lee n~r signal in the Negro section, tho bridge is 
boins troi:.:. the downtolil'l ar-ea across the river t-,, a 'White section-Md it is 
being built only thr-'le blecks i'rJO an already .existing bridg<;1 across the samo 
river. 

IV. 1/ih;y a Freadom Day Now'i 

,\, Local ocni;ext, The hard winter is cocing to a closo; the noec. for Chango 
in Mississippi is fresh in ev,;ry~no•s mnd, ,e::,ple are roa~ to Jnish nDWJ 
oany \d1.l s,on retu_i:n to vmrk, 
..s a side-affect Fraedon Day m,,~ put a criop in the Easter shoopin 6 wook, thus 
adding to pressure. 
o succossi'ul demonstrati~n 'Will bl!tst open tho county f_r expansion :int.o the 
sqor project. 
B. Mississippi c.:intaxt. .,, r ·o? 
.1 Froodon Dey 1c tho Dolta 1s a logical follow-up to theose :In Hattiesbl.lrg 
end Canton, The over the Delta and the 2nd Cong:roseion!'.l District_ poopl.e have 
been knocking on the v,,ter rag:istrP.tinn door for ~vcr a year-- new p:t'Gssure 
is noeded &id tho pooplo know it, 
6, !it111.aonl.l C;;,ntext. Tho civil. rii;hts bill is boi'ore Congress. Tho "Week 
before East.er Will bo a g;,od t:i:oo tc :focus national en danial. of tho ri;;ht 
to vote. 

V, SUJ:lr.l/\r,y. 
Tho so pe.ges lay out tho purpJso, projected progr:i.ci, and r'ltionalo of tho 
Lqfl.-ort> CO\mty F:roecl= Day. ilbat tho Gre,:ipwt,od V--tor Registration Of.fies needs 
n,;,w, ..tr:n pooJ)lo Uk,;, y,u who are roafilng this, is criticiSJ:1, help in carrying 
:iut e.nd publicuinb the d'J¥, ao<l supp,rt in whatevor ld.nd o! l'ollow-up ie 
necessary -when the Jay is over, 

O:lE .M..N •.• a,1.1; VO!'£,. ,NOM 




