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children, typing and reading classes, etc. The community ocnte~ has 
not been established because a sUitable bUilding cannot be found. Ther~ 
is a center in Meridian which is functioning well, Currently the staff 
is also working on a selective buying campaign which 1B in its eighth 
week 

In the early 1950 1s a group of about 300 Negroes marched to the •ourt­
l'louse .Ln canton and demancled . to be reg1sterea. A :rew (bel..Leyed to be 
about 40) were successful. In the 13 years since tbe;n only 200-250 
Negroes have been able to register, In the last eight months, since 
the staff has been~ Canton, Negroes have :made over 1,000 attempts to 
register. Only about 30 have been successful. Over 300 signed affi­
davits complaining of discrimination have been filed with the Justice 
)apartment in Washington. • • • 

On Jsnµa_ry 6, 1964, a ·selective buying campaign was started against 21 
stores and 3 products (Mbsby1a Milk, Barg•s Drinks and Hart•a Bread, 
which are also being boycotted stateWideJ. The staff in Canton esti­
mates that the campaign is about 9o;g effecti~e among Negroes, One 
.local. merchant b<Js beep so hard hit thot in the third week of the boy­
cott he _attended a mass meeting of the Negro community and asked for­
giveness and the return of their patronage. 

Harassment, intimidation and violence are not new in Canton. On July 
24, 196.3, a •local white gas station attendant, Price Lewi.a, shot f1ve 
teenagers, 1<ho had been invol..ved in civil rights actiVity, with a shot­
gun· on .Pe1:1ce St. in canton. Fortunately, none was injured seriously. 
Lewis was cbar,ged wi.th the unlawful discharge of a fireaI'l!l within 
city limits and fined t,500. He· :1.s now fi,ee. buring the Democratic 
primaries last August whites rode around in tho rural areas threatenin 
the few registered Negroes that if they showed up at the polls they 
would be killed. 

Since Januacy, however, l.l'itim1dat1on and violence have increased. 
Faced With ~oth a selective buying-campaign and increased voter regi­
stration activ1ty, the white community baa retaliated in a variety of 
ways_. 

Tbe Freedom House in Canton (tbe building 1n wbicb the staff lives) 
has been raided twice by police who searched it. Oeorge Hnymond, 
CORE T-?sk Force worker, was told by coneteble Herbie Evans that every 
time the Justice Department comes to Canton it wLll cost~the Negro oom• 
munity $5, QOO, In January, Jli:iyrnond w1s pistol-whipped by Evans. 
After the beating, Raymond was charged with in:liimidating an officer 
and resisting arrest. He was never tried and is out on $70 bail. 

143.ss meet;Lngs are usually held twice a week 1n Canton. J.>olice are al­
ways present taking license numbers, taki.ng people•e names and addres­
ses, taking photographs of thqse who attend, stopping cars and ask;tng 
for drivers• licenses, liat~ntng to· the proceedings f~om outside with 
electronic listening devices, followin& people after tbey leave, etc, 

' 
Local Negroes are losing their jobs and btmg arrested for violations 
which would normally not be punished. Specific informat1on iE hard to 
get pecause 1n Most cases these incidents are not reported to the staf 
because, taken individually, the events aren•t seen as part of the 
general pa t:tern. 
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On January 21 the Board of Mayor and Aldermen passed a city ordinance 
making it an offense to distribute lesfl~ts, handbills, or circulars 
on city streets and sidewalks without permission from the Mayox, and 
Chief of Police. The law speclfies that a written request fOI;' per­
mission accompanied by a cop~ of the leaflet must be submitted. Lt 
provides penalties of not less than $10 nor more than $100 and Jail 
terms of up to 30 days. To enforce this law and deal with civil rights 
workers in other ways both the city ~nd county increased their police 
forces the we-ek the law was passed. 

On January 22 George Washington, a local Negro grocery store owner and 
pro_perty holder, was arrested for "burning trash without a permit" on 
the sidew~lk 1n front or bis store as he had done for a number or 
years. Washington 1s in his middle fifties and has lived in Canton 
since 1935. He was released from Jail on $250 ba~l and on Monday, 
February 3, was fined $100 ~which he _paid) snd given a 30-day jail 
sentence suspended pending 'good behavior." Also on February 3, his 
store was shot into by a passing ear during the evening, when it was 
closed, Washington had two gasoline pumps in front of his story, but 
they were token out on January 29 by the Pan Am company (reported to 
be an affiliate of Amooo). ALso, oll meat deliveries to his ttore 
were out off that week. He is now getting meat _secretly. 

On Janua;vy 23-24 nearly all the stoff (all but 3 ot the time) and 
some local people were arrested. Except for 00 Ohiim and Theodis 
Hewitt, all were arrested for diitributing leaflets without a permit, 
Except :ror the juveniles, this charge was dropped and others added whil 
they were in Jail. 

Those arrested: 
Pete Hewitt, 17 ~ 
Milton Esco, 17 
Levi Jack.Son, 15 

Bobbi Robinson, 15 

Released after 2 days without bail because they are 
juveniles. Juvenile court hearing February 5. 
Released on good behavior and told that if they 
took part in civil rights activity they would be 
sent to the Oakland Training School. 
Charges against her were dropped because she and 
her p~ents signed a stotellll:!nt for the sheriff that 
Carole Merritt gave her leaflets to distribute, 
which provided the basis for the contributing to 
the delinquency of a minor charge against Carole. 

The following defendants were tried Monday, February 3, in CAnton city 
court (Ma¥or•s Court) and found guilty by JuB-tice of the Peace ius. 
Matthews l who is a 130 Mayor) . 

.James Collier 

C.O. Chinn 
Theodis Hewitt 

Altering the inside of a bUilding with out a permit. 
Senten01:ld: $100 ond 15 days in city Jriil. 
Released ~eb, 22 on $500 appeol bond supplied by 
the National Council of Churches. 

Intilll1clating Toste1' Branch; $500 ancl six months in 
county priaon for both of thern. 
Chim'l ~eleased &bout Feb. 6 on $500 Jppeal bond 
privotely rc1ised. Hewitt released Feb. 21, $500 
appeal bond raised by the National Council or 
Churches, 
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C8I>Ole M.err1tt 

Joe Lee watts, 20 

'Jtl.chard Jewett 

contributing to the del1nq_uency or II minor and 
publlsh1ng libel, for e~ch count $500 and 6 months. 
Rel~asecl .F•~bruary 21 on $1000 appeal bond raised 
by the National Council of. Churche~. . ' 
rnterferJ.ng with n business and pllbllshing libel; 
~ch count $500 and 6 months; released February 10 
on $1,000 appeal bond, privately raieed. 

Pa tric1a Me'Y.ex>s, 
• Martha Jones", 21 

William Veal, 18 
Sylv:ester Lee 

Palmer, 20 

Publishing libel 9nd disturbing the peace; fOI' eact 
18 count $500 "lnd 6 months, 

Patricia l'leyers released on $1,000 appeal bond, 
privately raised, about .Feb, 5 

Alma Bosley 

The other 4 released on $1,000 appeal bond each, 
on Fob. 21, I>Sised by the NCO 

Oontributtng to the delinquency of a minor, pub-
11.Bhing 11bel, disturbing the peace; $500 and six 
months on each count; r~leased Feb. 21 on $1500 
appeal bond ra1ded by the NCO. 

With the exception or Collier, who was :in the city Jail because he had 
violated a city ordinance, all the others were in the Madison County 
jail. D\lrlllg their stay, some were moved to tbe Jackson Ja11 for six 
days for an unJ<nown reason. 

On Monday, January 27, oeorge R<'ymond was told to get out of town by 
plainclothes policeman John Chance. He d1.d nt>t leave. On Wedne_sday, 
January 29, about 11:30 p..m., Raymond was driViI\g from Canton to Jack­
son following a coipmunity meeting in the Pleasant Green Church. He 
was stopped by the state highway patrol on Highway 51 Just outside 

.Canton. He was t~ken beh1nd the patrol car and found Constable Herb1e 
Evans waiting there, Evans challenged Raymond to a tist i'il!lht and 
~emoved his badge, gun and watch and verbally taunted him to fight. 

' Wben Raymond .?'emained passive, Ev.::ins lucked h1m sevc-ral times, knOCkinf 
~im against the book of the patrol ~ar. Evans then let hi.In go. The 
passengers in Raymond's car coµld rtot soe the incident; the only 

. possible Witness was o h1g),11ay pat)'>oJ.ml)n who tUl"Iled his back du.ring 
the inoident. • 

On February 3, 19611, two local Nee;ro· teeno~crs 1,•ere beaten by police, 
·some in uni.f.'orm, some riot, at');er thC.!' left a votor rog1strotion meet­
ing on Monday, Feo, ·3. The police stopped th~m fn front of their truo· 
outside the churcb 1 asked for, id~ntifioatton, searchod them, drew a gu: 
and told them they were 'under a,rr.::,s,t-, , WiJ.lie G!" lloway, Jr. was taken 
behind the jail and hit in thu he1'ld and sto.maoh 1:ly offl.cers "Ind Con­
stable Her~e Evans. They asked him a number of question about his 
(Galloway•s) f1.1tbe1• and mentioned that they knew th!lt his father had 
tried to ragiater recently. The b~til'lf::, w1th their fists, was mixed 
with the questioning. They told Galloway tl;lot it would not be good 
tor him if they saw him at any mor,;: meetings. They to:).d_ bim to tell 
his father, a carpenter, that 11'. he went to work the nexl d~y, the men 
on whose property he wes l'IO°rking 1-1ould h:1ve an undertaker carry him of; 
the property. They told him not to tell anyone what happened and that 
if he did, he had b~tte~ catch the next trai.n for St. Louis. The 
other young man, Arthur Harris, was taken inside the police station anl 
questioned about what went on at -the meattngs, whot various speakers 
said. Combined with the queetionin& they hit him on the head With a 
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L"Ubber Siphon hose, b~oke a nightstick over h1S head, cut some hair 
ot:f the top 0£ his hesd with a ra·zor, f'ired a bullet near his feet 
and held a pistol looded with bl:1nks up to his head and ~hen fired a 
blank close to lilis body (he has powder burns on his coat}. They told 
hl.m not to t~ll anyoil'=' what happen<:!d 01• they would put a weight as:·ound 
his neck ond drop him i.n the river. They also told him that i_f he 
oame into Canton (he li.ves in the rural area), he had better be home 
by 9 orclook. ',l'hey were not ootu:illy arreated, apparently. 

On February 7, Claude weaver and Ed Hollander wera o·rrested for alle­
gedly ''intimidating by threats of foroe and violence II a woman nomed 
CharJ.ean Smith and her child. The threats ~,ere supposed to have been 
to keep her from accepting a job at the C & C store #'2, one of the 
stores on the selective patronage list. Neither weaver nor Hollandcu­
bad ever met or heard of Charlean Smith prior to their Drrest. They 
were found guilty on February 10 and sentenced to $500 and six months. 
Both were released February 21 on $,500 appeal bond each, rarsed by 
the Natioaal Counoil or Churches. They had been in the Madison County 
Jail. 

On Febrl.\cll7 15, Henry Lee Chinn, 21 (eon of COP.E Task Force worker 
C,O. Qhinn} was arrested for speeding and not having his driver 1s 
license with him. Pl~inclothes polioaman John Chance and another po­
l~ceman questioned him about oiVil r~ghts activity, the whereabouts of 
his father end beat him on and off for over half on hour, They hit 
h1.m in the face, head and stormch with open hands, fidJts and a night­
stick. He was confined ih a oell briefly afterwards, then releas'ed, 

On February 23., Richard Jewett was arrested, Just two days after he 
had gotten out of jail, on a charge of reoklefi's dl"iVing. He was re­
leased later that day after paying a $36 t:ine. 

In January state senator Ed Henry and represent~tive P,L, Hughes, both 
from M3d1son county, introduced bills to r.i.1ke it iliegal to promote 
selective buying campaigns (boycotts are already illegal) by the use 
of leaflets and other v~ans, One of the bills has passed the state 
senate, 

On February 25, the st::ite legisl.'.lture pasa-0d and the governor signed 
a bill providing for 11111utua l assistanoe pa eta. 11 The bill provicles for 
cities to loan each other polio~ and equipment to deal with any prob­
lems. Though the plan had be&n in the hopper, 1t se~ms to have beeD 
rushed through \ill. th Canton in mind. M;ldison County SherUf Jack S. 
cauthen has told ne~1smen th;it every city, lrirge and slll!lll, is standing 
by to help canton. 

No one knows what will happen in Canton on Friday, Robruary 28, 
Freedom Day. Nee;roea are e;ouig to attempt to l'tll lk· t◊ the oourtbouse, 
stand in line and register. Norman Thomas and about 15 ministers 
from various denominations, under tho awipices of the National Council 
of Churches, willbbe present as observers. The~e ministers will be 
from such places as New York, Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Bays and 
Wichita, Kansas; Chicago~ Ohapel Hill, NC. ,;ind Westfield, N,J, 

• 
Local officials likely to b~ involv~d: Sheriff~-Jaok s. Cauthen, Polio~ 
Chie:f'---Dan C. Thompson, Assistant Ch:l.ef'--W,R. Cook, Registrar--Poote 
Campbell, Mayor--L.S, l.fi:ltthews, Deputy Sberli'f--Billy Noble (former 
sheriff and very powerful), City Attorney,-Robert ooza 
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Freedom~ Day in Canton saw over 300 Negroes stand in line 
to register in the state's largest registration attempt. Negto~s r 
.t.rol!.:>all fveit••rutal Mad is oh County waited at the co1,1rthouse between 
three and five heurs in the chilly air. Registrar L. Foote Campbell 
admitted only five to take the registr~tion test. He told them they 
would be netified by mail "in about 30 clays" whether the-y had .Passed 
the test. Despite Canton's history of violence and harassment there 
were enly minor incidents as more than 50 police patrolled the streeti 
The shotgun and tear gas equipped police - city, coun1;y1 state, 
special and some frem other counties - prevented any crowds of on­
lookers from gathering. As each Negro too~ his place in line he 
was asked his name, address and business at thecourthouse. Only 
residents of Madison County 21 years (')ld and over were allowed to 
remain on the courthouse grounds, Many of the Negroes were over 4-0; 
some were in their 70 1s and 80 1s, A group of 15 ministers from the 
Natienal Council of Churches and agents from the FBI and Justice 
Department were present as observers. 

The registratien arive, organized by CORE and SNCC, under 
the structure of COFO (Council of Federated Organizations) t was 
vigwed as largely suceessfUl by its leAders. Said CORE Field 
Secretary Dave Dennis, "Today was a dramatization showing that the 
Negro peeple in rural Mississippi want to vote and are willing to 
risk harassment and intimidation in order to register," "The only 
thing preventing them from registering is the unwillingness of local 
efficiaJ.s to let them register. 11 Dennis s~td the drive would con­
tinue with smaller numbers for atlest the next several weeks. 
Additional large demonst-rat1.ons were a "definite possibility" he 
said. 

"Many more people could have taken the test," Dennis 
stated, 111f county officials had heeded our request for additional 
registrars ,in Freedom Day." "Negroes hl'lve been deprtv!;!d in every 
conceivable way :for hundreds of years." "Society b~s to make that 
up as quickly as possible. 11 Dennis added, "they managed to obtain 
plenty of extra police." 

Dennis, who also serves as COF01 s assistant program direc­
tor, said that a new strategy was being used in Mississippi, one of 
preventing incidents during puhlicized events but still not register­
ing Negroes. Because of this, he said, many people think that 
violence and brutality have lessened in Mississippi andthat Negroes 
are being allowed to register. Dennis cslled both impressiens "very 
false." 

At h1s news conference on Fr1day in Jackson, Governor 
Paul B, J~hnson urged citizens to stay away from demonstrations, 
saying that such matters "should be lei't in the hands of law 
enforcement officers. 11 Re added, ''When situations such as these 
arise, I'd 11.ke to se.e the people laugh. 11 

AFFarently with Canton in mlnd 1 the state·1egislature on 
Wendesday, Pebruary 26 passed a bill proVid1ng for "mutual assistance 
pacts" among Mississippi municipalities. The bill provides for 
cities to -pool "personnel, equipllll3Jlt ,supplies and material" to combat 
natural d~sasters and f<?r the "prevent-1.on and alleviat1?n of riots t 

• 
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or civil disturbances ot the peace and tranquility within such 
municipalities." The act provided that it should be "liberaJly 
construed" to serve its purposes. The presence in Canton of 
Police from other counties indicates that tl'eb111 w~s being put 
to prompt use. 

The legislature also passed a bill allowing cities to 
restrict to movement of any citizens. The bill provides that ui 
order "to protect the property, health and lives andto enhance the 
geaeral welfare of the community" municipalities may "restrict the 
movements of the citizens, er an:y g,r,oup therl:!of, of such municipal­
ities when there is eminent (sic) danger to the public safety 
because of freedom of movement thereof." On the day after Freetlom 
Day, Saturday, February 29, Canton Mayor L, Stanley Matthews 
declared a 10 PM curfew on all citizens. 

A third bill passed by the legislture last week--was 
introduced by state Senator Ed Henry from Canton. Canton's 
seleOtive buying campaign against 21 stores and three products is 
in its ninth week and is about 901 effective. Senator Henry's bill 
provides penalities of up to ~~00 and six months in county jail 
"if any person shall wilfuJ.ly and maliciously print, circulate or 
distribute" any material designed to "wilfully and mal1c:!.ousl.y 
interfere with, or prevent anothar from exercising a lawful trade 
or calling, or engaging 1n lawful use and enjoyment of his 
property." 
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From Friday Evening, Feb 28 ( Frelldom Day) 
Thru Sunday, March 8, 1964 

CANTON, MISSISSIPPI 

Maren 9, 1964 

On the evening of Freedom o.-.1y ( Fridny, February 28) Milton 
Esco, 17 of Canton, w~s arrested outside the Freedom House nt ?:15 PM 
By being around the Frt?.edom House he huo, :ipparently, violtl.t•~d n 
juvenile court order dlrecting him not to be involved in civil rights 
activities. Esco had been arrested on J'ln. 23 tor violating an ordi­
nance h~stily passed by the city on Jan. 21 requiring a permit to dis. 
tribute leaflets. Unlike his first arrest when he wn.s not held in 
jail, this time he was kept 1n the county jail all week until his 
juvenile court hearing on Frl.dny, l"rarch 6. Tl1e staff in Canton re­
ports he is out but hnsn' t gotten the details of whut hnp11eneci ut the 
bear"ing. Al so, no one has yet been able to verify report-a tho. t he 
was roughed up in j11.il the night he was arrested. 

On the evening of Freedom Day there was a mass meeting of 
over 200 at Asbury Methodist Church on Cameron Street. 

on Jaturday, Feb. 29, about 50 people stood in line ~t the 
courthouse to register; only two were ndmitted to take the test. On 
Saturdcys the courthouse closes at noon. During the afternoon a pol1c 
car cruised through the Negro areris (oon't know about the white areas} 
announcing ov~r 11 loudspenlter that Canton Mayor L. Stanley Matthews 
had c~led ll 10 PM ouri'ew for nll ci t-iz"ens •lne1 thut anyone on the 
streets ,1rter that time woul~ be pickeri Ul) ~or questioning. During 
the week l,?udin~ up to Fr.aedom D•-1y tl'h? state le;,;islature passed a 
bill, among others that seemeri rt.lated to tl1e c1nton situation, auth­
orizin(! mun ic 1:,al 1 ties to ttestrict the movement o~ J.ny and ,lll. ci tize 
to protect th,~ public s11fety. It 1s not known Whether- the Mayor- was 
actin.; uocler tha new statute. The curfew has continu~ throu:;h i:;he 
present (Sundny, .:nrch 8, this bein_ writt1:1n !,torch 9). On Friday, 
March 6, George Ja:,monu, coll.!: Tnsk -•'orce worker, called the police 
station 'lnd wus told that the curfew was on indefinitely. In its 
first nine d'lys there ~re no known Rrrests for violations. 

On .:;cunday, ;1arch l, between 7: J'J and 8: 00 Pl! a yound man 
phoned the Freedom Bouse m:uJ s~1d 1-n n slow, almost sio...,-son.., ,,oice, 
''in about ,Ul hour we're eo1n3 to throw a bomb up there.• Lenora 
Thurmond, co~.:: ':'nsk .'orce worker, who took the cull acknowledged the 
messa_;e with sornothin .. liko.; "Oh ye<1h" ,1nd the caller hun..:, up. 

On llonday, tlarch 2, the students ut Jo •ers Junior--el'lior 
FUeh 3chool sta-ed :i boycott. Mon11ay1 s nttencl;;;nce fi..,l,!res for Canton 
.,.;:.,ro schools, ·1s ,;iven by J.M. Allen, Juperlntendent o: c,iuton 
Public -Chco1.s, 1vere: 2,625 absent. and 915 present. .,t th.a Ho..;ers 
school l, 396 were nbs<::nt and Jl6 present, these fi._;Ul'es obtain Elli by 
.Jar.ies .. nderson, ·.l student there, who e::illed tht:! school. Tile students, 
who ore;:.mb:ad thi.i boycott r-ilmost compl tel1 by themselves, ..,o.ve 13 
reasons for it. 

l. 
2. 

J: 
5. 

3ooks in poor r~puir :md not <::nou h of them 
::ot e1:1ouJh chemicals and e.;m,.,,;i_,i,t:; for th" chemistry labor:itorr 
T.;:iewriters in poor condition and not anou •h of them 
Horne economics loboPatory poorly equipped -
No physical education for hich school students 
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6. No foreigh lnn;:uages taught 
7. Insufficient first !lid equipmont 
8. Insufficient library 
9, Inaaequatl.l sho~ facilities 

10. Overcrowded and brok,m busses 
11. Overcrowded classes 
12. Buildin~ in ,oor re!)air 
lJ. ..o lockers for stuclenbs 

March 9, 1964-

Durin~ tqe boycott about 115 students J)<lrtioip.ited in a .>retldom 
School h"'ld at the Plensant Green l!olin~ss Church. In the morning 
they discussed nonviolence, what w~s wron~ with their school and 
why they were piirticipatin.; in the boycott. ;l..fter lunch they 
organized thcmsel v,.s-, set up committees and disouss..id ?lans for the 
rutu.re. nothihi! rma com .. of their l"t:!'!Ut:St to m<!et with a r<!presen­
tabive of th~ Board of Education on .?rida:,. :·larch 6. 

On TuesQay, March J, all the students who were absent were 
~iv,:m ldttars to take ho:ntl to their p-:i.rents, addr"'ssed to "r-rezro 
School Patrons of the: Canton Jchools," it was signed by J.M. Allen. 
Thert:1 was o 1\irm on the botl;om of tl:h:i letter for pal'ents to e.xpltlin 
why their children were absent on Mond..iy. Student;s un.;1bl,: to provide 
excused absences would receive zeroes for thoir work, th"' letter 
admoni;shed. 

On 11onday, March 2, :3heri f'f Jack S. cuuth1::ln sto;:>p<;!d J11mes 
Collier, ~HCC f1eld work...,r, two white: ministers <Jnd two oth .. r field 
workers from c~nvassing in the sawmill 11uartt:1rs . .iith thi;: Shertff 
Wt:re about u dozen othl;!r men, mostly in piekup trucks, ont:1 of whom 
claimsid to be the owner of thv 1 nd wbo said h" wouldn • t let t.he 
canvass...,rs on his ~roperty. Jh,.riff Cauth"'n also told Collier that 
he: "_o,d heard all about'' him and tho t u:J to oow ne had bei.;n protect­
ing him but now that Collie:r wa~ playi.n~ with d•mum1te (appar~ntly 
canvassins with whit1:1 minist1:1rs in .!~.;re -ireus ) hi:: would havo t.o le,n 
town. Cauthon tolrl t.ol lier that som" thin.; would have happened to him 
lon.: a~o w1;rv it not for th,; ,Jrotectlon h1:1 had rtJC<:11 ved. 

TUdSday 4bout 10 PM the Sh~r1f~ stopped co111.,r as he WilS 
goin~ u~ the st"'~s to the cour~hous~ ~rounds, l~ad1~ some ~uoplv to 
r<;<gisttr. c.1utn(:!n told Collier th.:1t o.p;u:rttntly ht:? hadn't ~Otten the 
m1::ssa::e: thu ;lrt:vious d..1y but thil t be had rt:1.llly mtian t 1 t. He 1:;ave 
Col~i.;,r 30 s,coods to ~ot off thtl stc.,s ,md told hi111 not to come back 
aginn. L..it,,r in th,.; day Collier t,lk.=d with city rittorneJ Robert 
Goza about th1o ;,ossiblu liftlne of th.., curf1:1w. ..ftur thut Cauthen 
told colli-,r th·~t if it w1::re lifted, h..,•cJ s~e th.'..lt it was put bnck 
on, oddin~ soeethl.ng to thlal t:ffect th'lt he thou.J1t Collier mi(!ht try 
somethin& llki.:: that. 

On TUoJSd1.1y la!Venin~, about 7!J0 PM Coll,1.ur Has stop>led by 
about 6 white mdn .l.h two piclnm tr·ucks (onu red on..: blu~ ,;no white) 
while he was W'llkin..:; on Hickory jtr~l:lt with Joe• Lo.; 'fntts, H!l.rc .llus 
Byrd and l!~nr:r !:.co Chinn. Tlluy told him tl'nt tnaru w .re pe:ople in 
the communit;y ~ho wo11ld rathtir kill him than tt.ir\_;nr .:.vers. 

dri Vin" ... 
and was 

On Tu.,sday u ::eiro ti;uch1:1r, Tom :.,ummiers 
with a r<1vokt::d licens•J (which ts true). 
rel.,ased on 11 .. dnesday. 

wus arrested for 
..~ p,1id his fine 

,. 
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At abo~t noon oa !tonday, Murch 2, t.hiorr;e .taymond was arrested 
ror driving a faulty car (bad orakes). !la!(mond says tllut the owner 
of the, co.r is a m.;chani,c and thu t h" so.ys. th"'r"' i,us no chin~ wrong wi ti 
the brak<1s. !~o:t wa, r'eldased from tt1e city jail on Tut:isdo.y, about 
12: 30 Pl! arter ;,iuyi.n..; a .. 16 fl.ne and ;2 ,ln1.l costs. In the jail 
Sheriff Jack Cauthen told :t1ymond to sbave his btJard off or h.: would 
do it for him. Geor3~ did it hi~self. 

On I'.onday ni_;ht ther-, was a mass meeting on the Pl\/us1:mt ,Jreer 
Church of about 140 puople. 

On Tuesda:,r, !1:.lrch ) , about noon the 01mor of th<J car and 
Matt .:.i.urez, .;QHE T:ish .'or~ worker, went to pick u,J thu cur> which wa 
1n the custody of C:11~1,bell Is .. reeker .. ervioe. The:, went first to his 
house wner .. t.he car w.,1s parked, but 0,1-;:>bell (L.~..rles ~-) :1u.s having 
lunch and told th\lm to ,:o tohis place of business. r:: .. ~y went there 
about 1: '.}O and puid .,JO. They went buck to :;ampbell 's house, ,,.ot the 
car keys from his wife nnd ,..:it 1:Ho tho car which was st;ill outside 
his hous1:1-. T!:<1:,r discovdred tl1.Ut tha brakes had been removed nnd that 
a hole bad b<3en ,:rnnched in t,1e muffler. They had driven about two 
blocks when sto,);;i<!d b:; ;,olice :.incl ,:1 ven a ticket for iupro·,:ier brukes . 
.;ue1r _z eiq:ilainae t .. _t r. .. :y h..:.d turneo the motor o;'f beforu t .. - police 
had com-, close eno~h to h,1v~ !uiard the . -ul ty .. 1uffler. 

v.i T ..resda:,r ni;;ht there was u mas:; ... uetin,: of ..!bout 80 ;;i .. ople 
at Pl~esant.vr.;e:1 ;,.11,;rch. 

On ,.,..r.1;1G_a:, "'ornin., ii'll'Ch 4, -t l~-st sc:veiral hu...iruci stu­
dents wer - tur;;..,., _,:-J . ro ... ;1:l,,1>?'"J ui.,J, .,_ho_l ..1.;c.1u:ie they ell_:,' t ha, 
their absenc~ exc_se sli,>.a :ot' 1;1) .. - 'J. It i::: ..lzo r .. ;,ort..:d t.-t on 
... ednes_ .... ~,. IJorninc; James .Jon..:s, .,-r., ,.,r1.uuitA.1 .... t u-•('"jer..;, .. ,-...1.,a, - coin­
Pl-ict t.:i ;:>Olic.:: -3 ~ r~::;ult -1 - -iSCUBSiO!l -'- ,_..; ~-ith Scbtt :51:1ith 
(icentifi __ b-lJw) . 

. ,bout 10: JO ,...,__,1~---Y ~,oralu,., .:._..rl:, t .. u e:.itir., ci by and 
county police f0roes raided the .•'r:.,edom Houso. llos t wa1 ted outside 
while Sh~riff Coutht!n, Deputy Billy Nobl~ ~nd five or six Canton po-
l ice come insidt3. .1s lced for o warrent, th<= pol ice said th-,:,, didn't 
need one as they walk~d into thu bulldin~. They sent th~ local adults 
and children who wer,, bha:re ut the tim~ horne and :lrrest-,d everyone 
else for n inv.,stigatlon, '' a total oi' 12. 

Jamus Coll.i~r, .,_:..,c.; fi~ld worl<.;r, .,e.;ro, 28, from Jackson, tuss. 
Georcc, H,.~ymoncl, COfu:. Task Porco, ;;c1gro, 21, from :,/.JW Orleans 
Mattht!o ..,u.,r-az, l.v.1- :'-lSk ]orce, ::eiro, 26, frern ~el-I Orl.,;ans 
C. O. Chinr1, CORE Tll.sk Force, Ht.1._:ro, 1~2, from t.:inton 
Jo.; Le..; .Jatts, CU:IE Task .o!'c,a,, .e,.,ro, 20, from cr-111ton 
Th~odis H~witc, CORE Tusk Force, N~gro, 25, from Canton 
HichRrcl Je:wtJtt, C'.:RE '~.1s1< .Force, whit...-, JO, .froll'l ~!ut•r York Cit:y 
Alldrsw Lee Gr.., . .,n, .i!lCC fi<lld worl<or. !le~r-0. 29, from Ha1;t1~sbu:rg, Itiss 
r1arcellus Byrd, Canton volunteer, N~ro, o. 21 
John !!ew1n.:m, whit-, 20, from !:;1lumuzoo, !Ueh., •nth the; M,tional 

Coni'e:re,nce of 11,~thodist Youth Feillowship 
StanfOl'd Brown, vol1Jntec0r rroin Chica~o, lk.;ro, 29 

arrdst~ 5 minutes after othJrs, at Pleasant Gr~en ChllNlh. 

Lenora 
o:C the 
at• th.i 

~hurmond was not 3.t th0 Fret:clom Hausa at th? time.' 
staff wera .,;i.ther in the rural uraas or outside tlM 
time of th~ arrests. 

The rest 
county 

• 

• 

http://rv.Gu.lt
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In the county jaU everyone was .uestlonecl about whether they 

had be~n on school property tbat morning. Th~y also received lecturet 
on the error of their ways (th3t th1:1 students should be in school, 
that the higher the school's averags daily attendance, the lru-~er theJ 
budget, etc. ) . '2h,~y wera told that thay could bu charged with con­
tributing to th11 a.,,11nquency of a minor, aiding and abetting dis­
orderly conduct, and disturbing the veacd. 

Also at 1bout 10: JO AM liev. Frank Gibson of Ciocinnuti was 
asl<ed to come to th,;i Sheriff's office for O.Ut:!Stionin:; which h.: did. 

Between 4 nna 5:JO PM nll l)Ut two WI.it' r,.,loasoel. C.O. Chirul 
was held for, oist,;r'bing tht3 puace end oorrying il concealed weapon and 
Scott Smith for disturbin~ tho puace. Thdy app.iared b~fore Justice c 
the Peach Milton H. Sandige on Thursday, Murch 5. No staff atttnded 
and thE.y don• t know Just whut happen.id at the trial. 1/hat they think 
1 s that. Smith was suntenced to ~500 and 6 months and th,~t Chi.no, for 
some reason, wasn I t tried. Chi n I s bond 1.s reported'l.y ~l, 000, Smith• 
s500, both required to be pro?arty or surfrty bond. 

On 1./ednusday night, 11 rch 4, there wus u mass meeting .lt the 
Plt!Us:int Green Church of tbout 100 people,. 

Property was secured in Canton for Chinn•s and Smith's bond. 
James Collier w,~nt to the sheriff's office on 6'rid..i.y·, March 6, to get 
the two out. Thi,, deputy in tit>} sheriff's office was filling out the 
papers when Billy !'.oble came in and asked Collier if he were n sawyer. 
When Collier, said no, ~!obla told Coll 1er to g1,3t out, that they wouldn 
give him the tima of clay. :;eoPge Raymond wtmt down and was told that 
he would have to ~et n lawyers seal on the papers. On Saturday Georg• 
went aeain and this tirnu Nobl-e told hirn, "You havu our registrc1r in 
Jackson, wc1 have the.se niggers in Jail. come baclc Monday." 

On .Tednesclay ·1ft!>rnoon March 4, threa boys wer"' arrested in 
the town of nadison, 11e1dison County. Th.;y are Floyd B-0uldin, 19, 
trespassins and resistin,r wrest; Ernest Bouldin, 16, trespassing and 
resisting arrest; and Arthur Lee Jouldin, 18, trespg.ssing, resisting 
arrest and cRrryin~ a concealed weapon. The story which came to us 
third hand is this. '2h"' three, plus a broth.ar SarJUcl (who was drivin 
and a sister B8nny Lou, were driving in .!ruiison. They .1ulled out ont 
a street bthind 1 hi~hwny µntrol,car and in front of th~ car of Con­
stable runo .-iolley. ..11 th11ee cars har,,panod to sto,> at a tst"ore dtown 
the road. Constable llolh,y ._;Uvt! the ..:ouldins a hard tirn .... , claiming 
they had :,>ull<ed out too olosu in fro!') of nim. The hi~hwui• patrolman 
left 1·1i thout s:1.yi'1!3 anythinJ, indicat1n_ that th..;:, h,.1dn I t done a.nythi 
wrong. The ~ouldins and Holl~y then went to the"ir respective homes, 
but the. Bouldins decided to ,,,o to l'.olley I s hous, and apolo.;izo to him 
( one or them had mowed his lawn and knew him to som(l rte..,rec). :!hen 
Holley saw tht.:lm walking toward 111s house, ne .. 1ust 11ave thou,)1t ho was 
bein_:: attacked for ht! oame out of his lH.rU!>, a~~ .ir-- _ ,-,istol to the 
side or theim. He had c1notn .. r man !told a ri fl-, on th.;;m while he hand­
cuffed the thr.ie brothers. .....inny ·;,.ou and ma:,bc.. - .•. ~ul.ll w ... tched this 
from their c.ar. ':' • .r three 1~ere taken to the eot.inty jail in C:'illton. 
Their• father was at the sher1'ff' s office arran in to oost bond when 

... V • 
som;.;1:>nt1 thc3r,o, sni.i th.it he had been seen on :?r"cldom Duy tr;'i"l~ to re-
gister ana they wouldn't lut his sons out. Tue brother's wer~ tried 
on Friday but no one knows the l"esul ts yet. 

On Thursday, March 5, the u_ J..:stice -~partml.!nt filed a suit 
in u.., Jistrtct Court for the _outhern .JL;trict of t:i.ssissip,>i c_t._rgint 
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Madison County registrar L.F. Campbell with discrimination and asking 
the court to issue a preliminary injunction a~ainst him and the State 
of Mississippi, nami,d as a oodefendant in the suit. .. closed hearing 
was held Saturday, Maren 7, in Judge 1.arold Cox• s office. l!e has 
aSkl:!d for briefs to b~ submitted b;r Tuesday, 11arch 10. His decision 
is expected H.;dnesday. 

On :?riday ni:;:ht, March 6, .about 9 PM Andrew Lee Green was 
arrested in Sharon, !lltdison County. He ,~as arrested while sitting in 
the Pleasant Green Church by Billy ~oble at the request of Forrest 
County (Hatti1:1sbur~:) '.;heriff. The chari::es .1~:ainst him wure spudding, 
drivin_: without a license (which is true) and an unpaid traffic ticket 
lie was taken to !1attiesburg on Saturday morninl! and was bein.._: held fo; 
}40 or 40 days. The staff in Canton sent money to ~et him out but 
they don't know if he is out. 

Ther-J ard not v,3-ry accurate records of the p~ople ~oin& to 
the courthousfd. The staff is tryln..:; to improvt:1 on th.is. The best 
available for last week are: 

Monday, March 2 
Tuesday, March 3 
Wednesday, t-1aroh 4 
Thursday, Uarch 5 
Friday, March 6 
Saturday, March 7 

Went to Courthouse ':;'ook test 
15 .5 
12 9 
.5 3 

11 10 
12 8 

(unknown as the staff was 1.n Jacl<;son, hopl1 
to be prest=nt (with some Hw:lison Co. 1ocaL 
at the hearing of the Justice Jepartment•s 

Durin1 the week the following incidcr1ts wdre reported to the 
staff; none h~s been r&ally checked on. 

1. Lank llilliarns (40, o truck driver) and his family live and 
work on a plantation owned by Joe ~m1th and Billy L~adbelly, northeas 
of Sharon in Madison county. l:e has lived in Madison County all his 
li:fe. on !o'ebrtnry 29 Smitli told all his 0moloyees that anyone who wen 
to try to register on Friday (Prt=edom Day) would be firc:d and would Ill\ 
to leave their hom.:is on th,;1 plantation. Lank Jilliams• two sons had 
already decided they- would ~o and thrlY did. en the afternoon of the 
28th Leadbelly told Lank that. he had se~n his sons at the courthouse 
and that they ( the sons) ,-,oulcJ have to .;;et off the place. The;,r did 
immeid 1:itely and a we'3k later Lan It and his wire (no information about 
any other memburs or the f~mily) moved off to keep the family tog .. ther 

CRnton. 
fired. 

2. Lilly !(Ile ~urr,hy work.id in -i ~lothinv stor,: in "downtown" 
Her boss told her timt if s)1e trhid to ra .. ist<3r she 11ould be 

~ho tried to ra~~ister on Freedom Day and 1..ras fired. 

J. It is repo:r,ted that on .rrid 1y, Heb. 28, th<l" "boss'' o!' the 
county rnaint,:mance dep:'lrtrnent order s:-iace cl0ar0d in the truck shed, 
sayin_: it was for demonstrators if tha jails dictn' t have enou.;h room. 
He told his em,loyees that if th,3y tri,Jd to re_:ister th,,,y uould be fir 
Apparently adar..,,;sin.; .. is employees, h" told all of them who Wdre "wit 
me" to come over to the side of the sh0d wliere r1e was st.ind l.nv. It is 
reported that less than half of the .50-75 employees went ov<Jr, but 
as far as ii; 1<nown, none tri<Jd to reEister. 




