




















An Afterward; Mik e Miller, October, 2012
About making the speech

I was nervous about speaking at the annual dinner of what was the Communist Party's west coast
newspaper because of the obvious possibilities for red-baiting that might follow. While I wasn't so
worried about the California Democratic Council (CDC) liberals, I was worried about those who were
closely identified with the Americans for Democratic Action (ADA), and that included Naomi Lauter,
then chair of San Francisco Friends of SNCC.

At the same time I was desirous of speaking there both because the relatively new editor, Carl Bloice,
was a friend of mine, and because I wanted to act on SNCC's general policy of speaking to and
dealing with whomever was interested in hearing our story. I also knew that some of the paper's
readers were good supporters of SNCC, and active in Friends of SNCC.

I checked with the SNCC national office in Atlanta, and got the go-ahead to make the speech. I then
checked with Naomi Lauter to see what she thought. For her, this was just a free speech issue. But,
she said, let's check with Leo McCarthy, then Speaker of the California Assembly, a good friend of the
Lauters (Naomi's husband Bob had been McCarthy's campaign chairman in one of his Assembly
races), and an active supporter and member of ADA. McCarthy appreciated my consulting him, and
said I should go ahead and speak. And he taught me something: somewhere in the conversation he
said, "Now I can say to anyone who says, 'Do you know they're speaking to the Communists?', 'Yes,
they told me before they did it."" The lesson: when you do something that might stir controversy, or
be of embarrassment to your allies, let them know before you do it--that way they know you think
about them, and take their interests into account when you make decisions.

Stokely Carmichael lik ed the speech

Stokely Carmichael (not yet Kwame Ture) was in the Bay Area on a Summer, 1966 fund raising trip.
He had occasion to read the speech, and asked Terry Cannon, editor of TheMovement (then a
nationally-recognized voice of movement activity), to publish it in full. It appeared in two parts in
the July 1966 and August 1966 issues now titled, Is There A ChangeIn SNCC? 2 Years Aga a White
SNCC Worker Talks About Black Power. My introductory note said, As Stokely says, some of us
would differ with some of the views expressed in this speech I gave two years ago. If I were giving it
today, I would say some different things too, though I would not change the substance of the talk.

Stokely wrote, The following speech by a white SNCC worker indicates that the so-called new
direction in SNCC is not so new after all. I hope SNCC staff and supporters across the country will
give this talk their attention. At a time when SNCC is being misinterpreted by the press and
misunderstood by its friends, it is useful to look into the history of the organization and see that we
are taking no great departure from our original direction--the direction of independent power for
Negroes in America. It is important to note that this speech was given almost two and a half years
ago before the 1964 Summer Project. I have capitalized and underlined those sections I think are
especially important today. Not one word of the speech has been changed or omitted. While there
may be some of us who differ with some of the views expressed, it is imperative for us to understand
our own history. --Stokely Carmichael.
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