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: P~b ru~rY: : 1: i l96o -- th~ .; pla~e is Greensboro' i~orth . Carolil;la ~ ;. ··. ,, 

•\ tour ' young · Negro~s . d~mand . tq be ., serve~ at · a loc;ql fountain . and refuse 
to leave . w:tten ', the service .. is , denied. · .. What . in :. r~t rospe_c;t is ,r n~lited-':~he 
sit:- in .. movement _has . begun .• ; Word·i returns to . the college-· campU$ c and··,,:i:s 
!?.pre ad ·; from ;there ' to :Other Negro -schools . throughout : the ·South. r: ·· In• th tt 
nex~ } two months dozen~ ·of : campuses become involved. Four . year~ l~ter , 
Feb~~ary ;J;c .1964 , .. the : St"!Jdent Non-violent _· Coordinating ,: Commit~~e :. is .._: 
known r· t(,)· all -; who . are .: interest~d in th~ civil. rights movement.:. It : is .. 

~ geqer•lly l ackn6wledged as the ~ most · militent of the . ciyil rlghts qrg~ , 
anizations. : ... ! • 

tU 1. (':l ·thinl,t ..: it ;Wou).d be : frui ti;ul .. for us today to . cons i4er.' 1 :t;he. <;>rigins 
o;f:; th;is !·movem.en~, ·: the .source · o:t; its . strength, . it$ direction, ·.- ~nd _. its : 
mea~ing-£9rus"' ... If . a single source of , j,nspiration had. to be na.IJ.led,d. t 
would .:probably b~ found in the Montgomery :bus boycott .and the inspira­
tion .:oL.Re,v; -l:I?rtil_l Luther I~ing, Jr. Oth~rs ,point _ to the . long-J1~story 
of ,,sit-. ~:q.~ , s"l;~g~d-:l:~y CORE • . But ne_ither. o_{ : these led to . a , full m9vement 
in the ·. S9utp ~; ' - -~ the .)-Iontgomery Improvement . Assoc~ation was , uns4ccess-

1 f~llY .~opi~4 in :a. :t;ew ot;her . Southern, ci t~es and. _ the work .· of-.,CQRE:r _; ._ :·. 
remaiJ!.ed i~ . the . ha~ds -._ of a dedicated minqri ty, ind~ed, a hanqf.ul •. who . 

. wer~ ... a .. y.al:uable ,_.~oral witness but _- never at the _ center .of a .~ mass .,_:·.-~-·· · . 
movemen~. ·--:.• .. ·. ._. .· . . . ·: .. ·.; •: ... '·;. ., 

.. ,CORS aJJ.(l .King were, in fact, .- dis~ant models for - the stuQ.ep.t~ ,_: l!ThO 
began ~ th~ ~ sit-.i~s c.-- almost as distant as · the ;:works ·: o£ ,()andhi ·?Pd. i":,·;.· 

.-T~oreau• .' _Indeeg,. Walden ·- Pond and the · march to the sea -may . have ]:)een . 
as relevent to these undergraduates as the earlier experience .. of . ··!!. <• 

.. , their black brethren ·in ,. tbe South. Paradoxical~y. _· it may be the ·very 
:- i~platiqn ~cr.~a-t+~d· by· the r·.IcCarthy peri9<l -and . the insti tution;ali~ation 
of its : Pretn~~e~, -! during . the . .' 50's that ,.· provided the climate for . new- . ·· 

:: ~d~:as .in the $E>uth. , I _ a,m told by some of the old timers il) _. SNCC .. t4at 
· ci rc:l~s . developed on ,· the _, Southern _Negro campuses _. in . the mid . al)d · lat~ . 

'SO .•,s .:and ,_ that -, discussip~ in. these cj. rcles, esp~cially among .Negrc;> · 
se~inarians, wa~ ; dee,p -And - intense. Here wen~ . debated. -the . ways tQ 1 : 

freedom. , .. The .,Greensboro Four · \vere the first · to publicly . proclaim what 
' liad . ~e~nj)riv~te!y - discus~eq_., :.: . . . · ., : :.. ·: . : ... 

:.:.: .. I. w,as _struck ·,by . the ~ens~,_.of ,_ isolaticm in tvhic;:h. this , movemen~ . ~­
gJ.\'eW "fhi~e .I, w~s in ~1ississi,p,pi, 1 this past ._, summer.- .:There ·, Wa~ a . 1JD~~ -·. 
ve,r~~l .f~e.ling _. in SNCC . tha~ : we .':'l~r~. the J1. -rst to g~ab :the _. tlger 1 by . ~he 
t<J.~~ ,-;1 at:ld l~e _w~sn't a .pal(er rone . e~ther -.- and. tl-_.a~):~efor~ . us ; ~he;rer. 
had. 9~en nqtb,~ng. : I \'f~S . dl?abused _of these not1on~ _by a! w1s~ ~11ddle -



: · :a~~d ' Negro -· in ' Cleveland, Mississippi who told · me of' ' what .. must have 
l;>~,en a very __ real move~ent :unt_il it was squashed by the fear and black 
exoi:lus thb:t --followed the brutal: killing of -Emmet Till. ,;·_tl·:,r," ·• · 

Let me elaborate for a. moment the importance I place on this 
period of isolation. If HcCarthyism disrupted. the . continuity . of.' poli t ­
ical generations, it also allowed the new generation to think in its 
own terms without using a language foreign to its experience. If 
McCarthyism devestated existing movements in its time, it also made 
pos·sibi.eL:the ... gitowth o:fi a: ·mcwe·ment : whose i.:nternal d'ialogu·er was .. not 
h'~mperecfi-by"_i thi"r' 1narrowed percep t forts':~ a:nd hardened- style . t.hat is rpers on­
i'fi.ed iir '· the ide··o:H>gtcal· disp-utes · l :was· t-o: hear · in· Net>~: York among · 1 

those~- of ~ the olde-:r: generation · who ' were' •trying, to understand·. how· SNCC· 
· ha~ happened · and·( int·e:rpret 'what 'l:t.: ·is · doing . .. What . I am ; suggesting" is 
·. that ; this· ·movement· owes· its health an'd-· vitality-, at least in pa:rt-~A -t.o 

the> sickness .that ·· was ' the:. ~1cCarthy· -e:ra~ 1 'These isolated conditions ·• ·! 
. p·roduced•_ i(~:cor~·- of· d~dicated· mil~ tants· -who -· are building·· a 1 irew, ~ non•O: : · 
violent Americ·an revolution. ·. The character of that revolution. is· what 
I would like to discuss next. ·, · · 

If SNCC''s uni'quehess :···stems from~ ther period of :< ·isolation in? which 
it developed~-, its;: con~inu~:a. - strength reflects the .. rapid-· way' in- which · 

· it _ broke out of 'that'· isol'ation. · r.·suppose tha·t -it ls difficult· to -.~ 
· recall· that SNCC' s -fi:.rst· demands w-ere not very .. different/ from ·the.: .:it::>·~~ 
' demands_ 9~ the · most moderate of the· forces in the civil · rights - move:- · 

·,_: merit':· ·the· integration · of: lunch counters and theaters~ - librari·es· arid. 
swimmin:g_-;pools ,- and so · 'fbrth:~ -... We shout~~ also. remember tha.t -·the· ·, · · 
militant--manne-r ·of· protest:·fo'r·: these -rights was one that ·required .lit tle 
support; -in -- So.t.ithern· black: ·communities·:._;_;) -All it required- i'las a few· ' 
student§': sick and tired:: of signs · that :·said "white- only"· or "Negroes · on 
Tuesday" and who were lvilling to challenge with their bodies .. the · · •i ·· 

structure :'_ of power and· myth that sto·.od behind those sfgris·. In its 
beginnings-', SNCC continued· the tradition begun by· CORE' ·o~fr protest.>:b:y. 
moral witness'· and adffe_d · _an ingredient <?f -'spontanei ty. buti~;didn' t -- re·ally 
change the; nature of t_he en~&rprise •. ,: ·· · ~. .. 2 . ' -:;-
: :; Becaus¢ · the . si.t-~i'n can·: be staged: :from isolation,- continued invo.~lve-
rri.ei1t in :ft- -is difficult; tQ':. sustain. ·n:~ wn.s no ac~cident: : that. : CO:RE'.'un:til 
very recently · was: a·' tiriy organization-:-''!.:'': 'the ris-ks··were · hiigh~ thei -:\'· 
·rewards very di?t:an_t ) .. Except fot>;thOSEFwh'o make w.itness to saive ::their 
own souls ? wi thout ;.:·concern · for '· :the conse-quences of. what· .:.th-e.y - do ,1 ·i,t. is 
difficult ·to · sustain·· the desi're ~ to act -when there: · are not<tcio manY .; . 
others a'totmd ;to a·ct lvi th· yo:..1 ·.· ·· And· SNCC was ·having diffi:ctllty. over­
'this probl'em. : SNCC was .- £orinal'l"-t· ·organized· at ·a.'· confe:rence: in, Rale.i~h, , . . . .. 
North Carolina, ort April 1, 196_0 . . The s·umme·r· -saw -?-i~t-ins ··continue ,. · 
throughout ' the' ·Sotlth;- · but as : -the · Fall sem_e-ster :moV-ed~ -along ,· .. it bec~me 
app'arent :that _.'tne·, si-t-ih movement - would'·'hEf.-'a ·,dead..;e•hd movement -: if. ·l.t · 

· wlere· not 'accompanied by somethinlg else;!_., 1 Nb'r was : that something i&lse 
£-o:und in · the· Freedom· Rides of SLimmer ··'6I?;J·-_r.:whi1e:- 'an ·extremely import­
atrt· i~j e ction of· life ·'into the· so·uthern .-· movem€mt; the . Freedom Ride;• ;, 



lik.~ .the sit-in, was here today and gone tomorrow. The Freedom Ride s 
did, howe.ve.-z:", accomplish somethi,ng else -- they came ·at: a time ; J~TheR 
.~solation w~s ~o long~r healthyi when the exposure tone~ ideas -wa$ ; 
n~eded and helpful to young Negro militants in 'the South. Jaiis~; il like 
PCJ.rc;:liman peni tenti~ry, became the setting ·for .new ·schools in the ·, Spp th. 
N~gro students from the South, whose community was ideiitified . in .the 
s~ill loose-knit SNCC, were now · to be exposed to . the ·; ideas and ... ,_:•.~. 
disputes of northern radicals and ·'· Iiberals, churchmen and atheists; -.:, 
pacifists and tactical practitioners of non-violence. . . · · . : · : 

The ' Freedom Rides · also pushed a new Administr~tion · to act. , The 
international implications of Southern Negroes and their white alli~ s 
being beaten ,jailed an<:J terrorized were too much for the Kehnedys not 
to act. · (I might say here that the tragic assassination of the Pres i­
dent is only . compounded by a reluctance to analyze what 'in fact ;.h·appened 
under . his leadership. That he was a personal friend of . the ci,vil . _,:, 

. rig~ts . movejnent . is undoubtedly true; that he understood the magni t.u.rle 
of the problem: or moved· to meet it is as clearly untrue.-) The; Admini s­
tration's first approach was to get the demonstrations · off the ; stref!'tS, 

. out of the public .accommodations, into some more manageable, · a;rena .of 
politics. Thus in the Fall of 1961, the Justice Department · aoproa,cl!ed 
SNCC to intetest it irt . a pr6gram of voter registration in the= South • 

. There :wa~ a ' fortunate coilicidence of interest ·. · For SNCC, here · l'las a 
program: that .could begin to mobilize· the energies · that no longe.r .. 
fbun<I:. sa~isfa~tion in the :sit-in; for the Administ.'ration, here was a. 
way, :.o·rj;o it appeared then, to · get civil ·rights politics off the , 
street.s and into the Courts l'lith, perhaps, the possibility o£ :a new 
base ·for the Democratic Party. With Administration aid, funds : were 
made. ava~~aple. for voter educa·tion campaigns in ·· the South. SNCC pro­
;vided' il?.P.st of the manpower and got the least mon·ey, but it was 
.enough t;o: cov'.er ·irregular $10 per week salaries. The Justice Depar-t­
·ment also promis'ed to provide protection and legal support to vote-r; 
regi.stration efforts. .. 

Voter ·registration proved to be all important in ch:ang.ing the 
direction ··of SNCC. The isolation of campus · an:d community was· ;radi;c.­
ally changed. · :If anything,· the ne.w SNC~ was in danger of lo!~dng -.its 
tj;es . . to the campus ·as its field secretaries became parts of ·, th.e. p;Qverty 
s'triken black communities in Nississippi, ·Alabama, southwest ·G~o.rgia, 

. , A.rka~sas, and elsewhere '· in the: South. And it is at this' point ill - its 
(.' ~is't:dty th~t ·_ s·omething el5;e happened ' in SNCC. · And this · I.: say with 

hesitatiorr ' because it is a'phrase ' that I think has · bee~ greacly ;;··; 
.abused •... TJ:!ere emerged in SNCC a new man. The summer soldiers, .dropped 

. . from the :battle, arid there remained a core of dedic~ted ·field .. secre-

. · taries ·whose lives were · inextricably bound to the future of ,.millicms 

. 'of blackute:nant farmers' . domestics, sharecroppers' unemployed, 9-ay . 
· laborers' ~··: .; · · ·. . ' · '. . . , . 

,._. . ·.And here I would like just to . mention what I am. sure . is :well·. 
known to · ail ·' of you here ·_. .; Conditions · in · the Deep 'South,, :fo.r the vast 
majority of :Negroes, · are · little ·different from what'· they- .,we·re~in . 
slavery. The rural Negro ·is totally ' dependent qn ; the plantat1on 



. he . !_l.as _np; rigl,lt~ before .· th~ .. owner ~ · h~ 9Wes ·-: hls : SOUl · to the ' company 
st_ore, h_is t~ildren : at_,·an .. early ,.ag~ begin- to drag the. ,cotton·- sack · 
b~hincl : _them; :he. is . clos~ be,! being ·, illiterate :and' because of· the unique 

. c}1aratter of. his ensl,av~m~nt,, , he . ha~ been robb~dof : his : identity_, ~;: The 
· p~or biacks . of _the South. re.presented1 \lntil .· only yesterday, a tr'agic 

combina;tion qf .' the ,Sicili:;m . ~ommunities :_ made f~mous by.·Dolci; : aild the 
vi~tims_ : of ~azi conct?il:tra~ion . camps. Politics :was ·, ' for =. the majority, 
l..rh1.te folks busine~s~ · To .·. s.ome.,. it was .only . colored·:: folks .. business · ·. 
if you were , a m~ni~ter, ; a doct9..r, a .. tep.cher . or a : lawyer;. ··~ It -·took a 
month.. for som~ ¢£ t;he people I met , i,n Greenwood · to be :able to ··call ·· .. 
me · "Mike" rather than . "Sir" .or 'iMr. Mike.'' ._, · . . . , _ ~·· ... · · · · · .. · 
. . ·.·It _loias t4e e~per.ie:r.i~e . qf this . enslavement, I . think . almost ~ as· 

·shocking to some ,of. tlje border .s.tate Negro SNCC workers as :.it ·Was' = to 
· me, ;tb,at shaped the ,beginnings · of a .fundamental examination ·of Arn~rican 
soci~tY _by '_the ·more .. tl;l.o.ugJ:!tfu+. ,aGtivists inside SNCC. · They met· ~'twd · 

·. classic probleJAS,:_. pc?.v~rty .an~ alienat,ion. :Their ability . to ·ae.a;'l with 
' them .in _a fr:esh.way owe.s., at least .in part, sometlling to ·the days: ·of 
isolatiO:ri which .~uirounqed the h.eginnings o . .f SNC.C. :.Tt is as ·a ; · . : 
group· _.with '.it's ,own idepitity, though .. weakly def,ined, iwith: .a oommori 'his-

. to·.t;y of etpe:d~nqe,, .w;ith ~he me,chanisms of internal dialogue·, w'ith ··: · 
the. :stre.ngth ·o.f .characte.r. _to :re,sist _various northern . .you'th who ' sought 
to ·· give· ~t lead,ership . ;fr.o~ .. on . high,. :it is with all .this that' SNGC: now 
examines·· the ·-JI.l~;·aning .. o£: its expe,rience, in the ~ South.. .I still ·hear~ , 
at diff·e:r.ent·. ti1f1e,s, ·t:alk .amol1:g, northern· students . of ·going: South· t.o · ', 
give ide.ologit;a.l, perspective to . the southern. ·movement. ' I can ·only ' ' 
say ·:tha,t'.·_~e . should : h:a:ve learn.ed that th~re is no place ·for : this : kill'd · 
of arrogan·ce. "in a democratic; movement. : .. · . ' ·' 
·· · ' Wh~~ .. is ' h.~ppen'ing , 1n; :ihe South .is the development of · a style · ·: 
and a mod~ of .. ·analysts ·. that is close1y wedded . to the · expereince in· the 
South .: of th.e · s·Nq:.: £iel'd secre,t.aries ~ who . are : so deeply · involved• in :_ the 
lives ; of ' their bl'ack brothe'rs and sisters. . ' ' . ' . . . 

, I .t,hj.nknc;>w, ; having . sa~d this .. much. l·ought : to . try to outline . 
l'lh.at; -.is the"SNCc: po,int q; v,iew,. l do _· this witlFhesitation and with 
the : warni11g t}Jaf · no. single, statement;; like ~his : exists; and, indeed~ : no 
siJ1gle yi.'e';'l ex~.~ts .. within SNCC.. :·.· In . fact~ ;:you :mr¥ ' .. be .: learning ~or~ .. ··-~ 
about . wliat . I t;l;unl,< ought .. ·~o be . SNCC 1 s .: pol.nt of· v1ew .than -what 1 t ·· 1.~ ': 
f!;lct is ' • . : that,·_· I ~uppos~, iS. , th~ ,. risk of: all theorizing.~·: . ··~ _,·, .·, . 
... · :Fundamental. : to the SNCC .- view is . the ·desire to · £ree :-- poltically, 
econoritically; soc~ ally a~si :,psyc}).o);ogically -- the . millions of : ensal ve:d 
Negroes in ·the ·. South tod,ay. . .. ,_ · '' . · .. · :.· 

·Poli tic~liy ~ .. S,NCC see.s .voter registration :as · the ,_ key to .ft·eedom{ 
Where .the Neg~q, . ()~ce :Emf;Jianchi:s·ed; .iis ito 'go iwith his:·.vdte ·is ·cert.airily 
in doubt. Vllti 1 V;ery . re~t.ly ;· .;t:here ;was .li tt;le question · o·f the t1-.ro~ 
party system in' · s:NCC. However, at ·the recent Washington conference,' · 
SNCC leader Robert : M<?se~ .. open,ly .. question:e.d whethe·r .,freedom '.could· c~~e 
t.o the ~out)l tht;ougp. : ei;tJher .of: ;th~:·poli·ti•tal .p:ar.ties· there~ '· Th~. bul~·~­
i'ng of an elec_toral appa~.atus: ~I;.Qu~_d=th.e . Missis·sippi ·· rt1o.ck ~lectl.on· . t,, 

suggest;.s_ the .. po'ss,h.ii;i ty, .Pf. .. s.tat-e .Q.~ J·reg.ional ·pa .. rties that ' :ope tate· 
... - i •.·. :. -. . .. • 



. outside the ~ramework of the Democratic and Republican Parties in 
· · t~d : Sou'tJ:l. ~. _with the p_O:ssibility of · independent movement in this 

__ di rectfo~ nationally ··<>r ·· the formation of direct ties to northern ... 
· se.ctidns of the Democratic or Republican -parties.. . ., 

. ; ·.:only recently, 'the· voter registration appro·ach 'has begun .to lYe 
·se~1ous ly re-ex~1ined5he tota~ ·absence of Federal protection .for 
the .right to re~ister and ·to vote suggests the dimension ·o£ -the prob ­
lem. It __ · is clear that Negro · voters could . change the · whole complexion 

: o,f ~he _' $duth and ' of the nation; it is not so clear how ·to get them 
tegiste~id. It is ' in th~s corinection that SNCC Chariman, John Lewis , 
speaks of a ·massive drive to >register Negroes · in Hississippi this 
sum~er. Lewis suggests that only ·by getting tens ·of · thousands of 
Negroes into · the · streets seeking· to register to · vote · will it .be · 

· ·· possible to force the·: federal ~ivernment to enter ·the situation. 
But, it is ~~lear wh~ther the troops will idO anything more than . . :· 
preserve law'and order. That> · as far as I kn01..r, is always the role of 
outside troops~ They do not bring justice; they preserve the status 
quo. It will, I· think, · require inore than a crisis in !,'fississ'ippi. to 
bring justice to MississippL It will take a national movement near 
t~e ·prop~'(tioi:J, of the i March on Washington to ·'. force the federal govern-
rncint . ~o move to bring justi~:=e to .- the South.; : . · · 

. _· SNGC has · begun to,make:rthe allies necessary : fo·r such a national 
:t:hrust ~ . Iii Hattiesburg; · orily last" wee1<, ·SO ' ministers. representing 
~resbyteri an and Episcopal congregations across I the·-, country, joined 

.. · '"i th SNCC field · secret aries · to b-ring hund·teds of:: :local Negroes t.e~ r. ·the 
·.· Court. House to encounte·r · Registrar, Theron Lynd. 'At· the . SNCC .. nation al 

conference, leaders of ·uAw , -: Packinghouse and o·ther·:· unions play.ed ·an 
important role -- though I' 'fear ·t·hat most of · them· fail . to grasp what 
is happening· in the ~ South. · · 

: .. I mfght· add that SNCC' s concern for political freedom is not 
liinited ·to the Deep Sotith_ •. It -·is our commitment to , politfcal ' ·freedom 
that is' · ·th_e ~as is of ·_ a: pol.i'cy that brings SNCC speakers before · poli t­
ic.al gro\lpS · of all p'ersuasi'ons, from· ·c::onservative t-o '· r:adicaL · At the 
root of th~s' is 'a fafth 'iii the dem'ocratic proces·s even if it i.s . contin­
ually abused and ·if. i ts· ··premises are igno.red- by the ;·practice s :.of 
~oca~, stat'e and federal government. · ' =. · · ' :: · i · ,. ,, 

, . · Ec~nomically, SNCG knows "it faces deep and· se-rious problems· 
uhbs~ ·solution cannot .' be · f'ound on a q.},gi'mnH bas i-s:l. · · Unfor:tun:ate.ljy 
the ' H_i·ssi·s'·s:l.ppi 'pol'i,ee ·have· my files with facts a:nd ·ifigures ·:on :the· 
Mi~si'ss1ppi ·economy',; so · T ·cannot be as precise as· :r ... would like. to . be. 
Th·e .'H:o.lnies County· Sheri.ff ')ilso has a tape I made of; ·Bob Moses ·add'ress­
irig1 hi1ms:elf to this que_s:tion. If I had · it, I wo:uld stop ta1kin'g '·. right 
now ari'd 'play it fo·r you.-· : ·To the alre.a.dy existin-g problem. :of p:overty 
is now added 'the mechanization ' :of cot_tt5n ·.P.id<ing ,and 'the use of :chem­
ical sprays to ki 11 weeds d~ce ·chopped •bY..l'·h~nd·. Both ·of ·these_ have 
been sel£-cohsciously int'r'od~C'ed into tli-e Mississippi Delta area .to 
for'ce NeircH~_!f ' to le.ave :th'e ··aika·s in which they fo·rm- a· ·potential . . : : 

' ·, 'f !. - - ·, L. j : • • .: ' l ~-; "o. ~ • .: : ~ "i I ' 
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majority ·. vote. Add.· to .this . f ,irings,. ev~:ctions, wi:thholding of c'redit 
and other economic . sancti.ons again,st Negroes . who .become· involVed in 
the movement. Add, .f:ina;l;ly, .:the :total. discr,im'ination in ·new (industrial 
employmen.t, little enough. as it is . ;to .be.g;i.n wi:th, and iTt' v,Prious 
fede·r·al ;p.r~o=grams you -~have a crisis in tv'li.ssiss ippi.· As · M'rs"". Fanny . Lou 
Hamer -.put -jt . one day in ,R.;uleville, "I .he.ar' pepple. ·talkiJig ~aBout the · 
paniC Of: ;the 1 30 'S :-- W~.lol_ We 'Ye been in a panic all our l}Ves • ti 

.. SNCC. .workers are attempting desperately. t .o .cope with "'this. At 
the policy level, they have urged a ma~:sive. 'pr:ogram of federal sp'ending 
to meet social needs · -- spending f<;>r ·schools,-· hospita,ls, homes, .. and· ' 
so forth. · ·They are al.s.o seekling w·ays to work _within · e·xis.ting prog.:rains 
such as ARA and MI)'f,A, meage;r as they are. Self:-help programs ·are · ·' .. 
being investigated and _;-;co:-ops are now in operation in Selma,· AI;a~~ma, 
and Ruleville, r.:Iissi$:~ippi. : Finally, national campaigns for food · and 

· clothing J ar~ organized. ·.to meet actual starvation, conditions that ·· · 
exist ·for .:i too many Negro families in . the South. · And, as ~ a -· sid~line, 
SNCC workers : in Atlanta have served as .union organizers when .the AFL-CIO 
and Teamsters didn~t ,_want to get 1 involved. ·. . . . · 

··.,·::.:.None of this is extJraordinary. I think · th~ ·uniqt.ien;fjss .:of SNCC 
is t<? be found in itS prog:rc;~.m ·tO deal With problems· of-.idertfity and 
inbtivltion in the Black Be1t ., of . the South. Here I · feel on less 
steady ·;a.rv-und; the problems· are .. certainly not as .clear . -- and the. 
solutions···are · more remote. :!: . .think there is ·. a · be lief widespread in · 
SNCC· that · every man must be . :r~ached.t;.there ls a belief in the _dignity 
and worth ~f . every individual; · their is - a commitment to the creation 
of thos.e· institutions in which each person can express that which .. is 
in , him. · This is the Be loved Community of which John Lewis ·speaks·; 
SNCC is really concerned with the development of new men ~- · not · 
in the :.future, not the product of a transitional peri~d, . not the 
result .bf · the work of a ·_self-conscious apparatus creating conditions 

· .'f;o~r ·thh; ·:.kind of .freedom :~f.:ter other prpblems are sol,ved, . but new men 
i'Who are .. dev:eloped and. ~ho· .d_evelop themselves in the .process . of the 
struggle; ,for freedom . . Thus .. the first priority in every · SNCC proje~t 
is 1the. de.v:elopment , of local . leadership;·.- .-~hus in SNCC is ._there the · · 
co:r:s~iousness of racial hi~ tory, the. UJ1d:~r~tanding of ~ ~h~:'.'needs. t'o .·;: 
el1m1nate ·.from ·black consc1ousness the ~e.s1re to be wh1te. But, and 
equally · important, . especial.ly for most .of ·us . here, is the view .that: 
this consciousness . does. not -depend on . the . exclusion of whit_es fro~; ~: 
thos;e to .be.· :saved. ·Borrowing .from th~ , .nationa1is ts, . then ris ipg -- ·.'' 

.·above them-, SNCC is creating . in its .co~uni~y center· .program ,in: tJr~. 
·South; the· institutions in _which .the futlnes·s _of. free men ,wi.l,l . ~e :. 
e~plored an~ tin: -which th,e nee~s .. of IJ!,en ·r~ght~ng ~()~ £:ee. <l<:~m: ·· 7~ .' .. ,:-::;~. 
l1teracy; h1s:tory, heglt:,h, ch1-ld ca:r,e, . and so on -- .w,1ll· b~ _ me~~,. , :· 

I was struck, when ~John. Lew.is w.as here, by the ease w1.th .. wh1dl' 
he discussed:the, neecL.for an ; integra_~_.e.d,Ame:r-ica 8:n.d J1?-e n~~d.:· fo,(-'a 
black identity ~· - ·;the tW.<i>. were not excl,usi ve, rather :e,ach t;he .·neces-~ary 
counterpart of the otli'er. And in his ·discussi.on 'wid1 iocal·· .. Afro- ·' 
Americans, he was not outflanked in a commitment to the black 
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revolutions of Africa. These Lewis sees as part of what he is build · 
ing, to be studied and to be a part of, but not to mechanically 
apply to the conditions he faces. 

As the break with the past was a necessary condition for the 
emergence of this fresh movement in the South, so is the. new inter­
national situation part of what will be its success. The world is a 
more complicated place today than many thought it to be. I was in 
an informal gathering with some of the recent visitors from the 
Soviet Peace Committee and we were discussing the Sino-Soviet dispute. 
The discussion triggered a series of thoughts: China trades on 
nationalism in its dealings with the third world; Spain trades with 
Cubs; France affords recognition .to · China and accepts the Oder-·Nisst! 
Line; the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. move hesitatingly toward detente. 
This ~etting is part of the world which makes SNCC possible . as some­
thing new in America. 

I would like, in concluding, to return to an . earlier statement 
I made and here ·modify it. I guess I havn' t lost the academic habit 
of the foo·tnote. I said that SNCC' s early isolation was valuable 
and traced it to the period of McCarthyisrn. I think it also must 
be said that a price is paid .for that isolation, The price is the 
loss of a continuity with the past and, with that., the dan.ger of 
refusing to learn from history. In part, we in SNCC try to resolve 
this by dis .. cussing what we are and where we're going t!J"ith as many 
people and groups as will give us a platform. No two SNCC workers 
will sound alike -- I hope I've made that cleat -- but ther~ is also 
a core of shared values, and I hope I've made that clear too. I 
think a phrase used by Chuck McDew is apt to conclude: 1'We who 
have fought to make the world safe for democracy must now fight to 
make democracy safe for the l\forld." 

labor donated 



An Afterward; Mik e Miller , October, 2012

About making the speech�

I was nervous about speaking at the annual dinner of what was the Communist Party's west coast 
newspaper because of the obvious possibilities for red-baiting that might follow.  While I wasn't so 
worried about the California Democratic Council (CDC) liberals, I was worried about those who were 
closely identified with the Americans for Democratic Action (ADA), and that included Naomi Lauter, 
then chair of San Francisco Friends of SNCC.  

At the same time I was desirous of speaking there both because the relatively new editor, Carl Bloice, 
was a friend of mine, and because I wanted to act on SNCC's general policy of speaking to and 
dealing with whomever was interested in hearing our story.  I also knew that some of the paper's 
readers were good supporters of SNCC, and active in Friends of SNCC.

I checked with the SNCC national office in Atlanta, and got the go-ahead to make the speech. I then 
checked with Naomi Lauter to see what she thought.  For her, this was just a free speech issue.  But, 
she said, let's check with Leo McCarthy, then Speaker of the California Assembly, a good friend of the 
Lauters (Naomi's husband Bob had been McCarthy's campaign chairman in one of his Assembly 
races), and an active supporter and member of ADA.  McCarthy appreciated my consulting him, and 
said I should go ahead and speak.  And he taught me something:  somewhere in the conversation he 
said, "Now I can say to anyone who says, 'Do you know they're speaking to the Communists?', 'Yes, 
they told me before they did it.'"  The lesson:  when you do something that might stir controversy, or 
be of embarrassment to your allies, let them know before you do it--that way they know you think 
about them, and take their interests into account when you make decisions.

Stokely Carmichael lik ed the speech�

Stokely Carmichael (not yet Kwame Ture) was in the Bay Area on a Summer, 1966 fund raising trip.  
He had occasion to read the speech, and asked Terry Cannon, editor of The Movement (then a 
nationally-recognized voice of movement activity), to publish it in full.  It appeared in two parts in 
the July 1966 and August 1966 issues now titled, �Is There A Change In SNCC?  2 Years Ago:  a White 
SNCC Worker Talks About Black Power.� My introductory note said, �As Stokely says, some of us 
would differ with some of the views expressed in this speech I gave two years ago.  If I were giving it 
today, I would say some different things too, though I would not change the substance of the talk.�

Stokely wrote, �The following speech by a white SNCC worker indicates that the so-called new 
direction in SNCC is not so new after all.  I hope SNCC staff and supporters across the country will 
give this talk their attention.  At a time when SNCC is being misinterpreted by the press and 
misunderstood by its friends, it is useful to look into the history of the organization and see that we 
are taking no great departure from our original direction--the direction of independent power for 
Negroes in America.  It is important to note that this speech was given almost two and a half years 
ago� before the 1964 Summer Project.  I have capitalized and underlined those sections I think are 
especially important today.  Not one word of the speech has been changed or omitted. While there 
may be some of us who differ with some of the views expressed, it is imperative for us to understand 
our own history.�--Stokely Carmichael.

http://www.farmworkermovement.us/ufwarchives/sncc/16A-August%201966.pdf
http://www.farmworkermovement.us/ufwarchives/sncc/16A-August%201966.pdf

