
STATEMENT MAffi BY GEORGE RAYMOND, CANTON EBOJECT LEADER 
ON FREEDOM DAY, FEBRUARY 2 3 , 1962j, AT PLEASANT GREEN CHURCH 

My name i s George Raymond p r e s e n t l y f i e l d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e 

Congress of R a c i a l &Luality<, I am working i n Missisijpjbi, i n 

Cangon M i s s i s s i p p i as d i r e c t o r of the pMiiN.SS? p r e s e n t prograi t h a t 

i s going on working under the flbuncil of Fede ra t ed Organisa t ions , . 

Voter r e g i s t r a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s i n Canton Mississippi began i n June , 1963, 
% 

Since that time local citizens who attempted to register **d vote have 

been f i r e d from t h e i r jobs , fee an threatened and have suffered economic 

r e p r i s i a l s . Voter r e g i s t r a t i o n workers have been beaten or placed in 

j a i l on various charges. Freedom day i s the beginningof an in tens ive 

campaign to get Negroes / / r eg i s t e red to vote0 Today's a c t i v i t i e s shew 

tha t in a county vfaere Negroes comprise 70 per cent of the population 

there i s a desire on the par t of Negroes t o become reg i s t e red vo te r s . 

And that under the present conditions Negroes cannot exercise t h e i r 

cons t i tu t iona l r i g h t . Out of approximately IjOOyjpeople Wio went to 

the court house a t 9 o 'c lock t h i s morning thljgreport i s tha tonly two 
have 

people / f i l ledout appl ica t ion forms by one t h i s afternoon. Today's 

a c t i v i t i e s disprove previous statements made by s t a t e and local o f f i c i a l s 

tha t a large assembly of Negroes would create v io lence . Today's 

a c t i v i t i e s show tha t the Negro people themselves and c i v i l r i g h t s organizati on; 

are capable of maintaining law eard order,, We ca l l upon loca^p s t a t e , and 

federal o f f i c i a l s to executv voter r e g i s t r a t i o n in Madison County. 

Negro c i t i zens want to exercise t h e i r cons t i tu t ional ri&ht and th i s only© 

Our fqcts which wi l l be reported to the pao per au tho r i t i e s w i l l be sub

s t an t i a t ed by observers from the National Council of Churches, the FBI, the 

J u s t i c e Department and other r e l a t e d groups witnessing r a c i a l discrimi >n 

in voter r e g i s t r a t i o n in Madison County, ### 


