
Aff idav i t dated Feb. 17 / 

Henry Lee Chinn Saturday Feb. 1 5 , ' 196U 

changing t i r e on f r i e n d ' s c a r went home to 325 Ownes S t . Canton c . 6:30 pm 

f e l t t i r e s were loose on own c a r (?) and went to $4$. Lion gas s t a t i o n 

opera ted by George Sims a f t e r p ick ing up s e v e r a l people 

as was l eav ing the s t a t i o n saw policeman John Chance fol low him, checked 

speed and was going between 10 and 1$ mph. Chance s topped him and asked 

to see d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e . He did not have them because he had misplaced 

them. Chance asked (he d o e s n ' t remember j u s t what queston) did he know / / 

t h a t he had been speeding or did he know what the speed l i m i t was. Asked i f 

he cotild f ind h i s d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e and s a i d no and was then to ld t h a t he 

was under a r r e s t and was t aken to the j a i l . 

a f t e r in the j a i l took him Ins ide and asked him something about the a r r e s t . 

Then anotherpol iceman came i n , d o e s n ' t know h i s name 5 ' 7 " about 180 and 

between 27 and 32 years o l d . This one asked tf£rf what hhey had him f o r . 

Chance r e p l i e d no d r i v e r s l i c e n s e and speed ing . (The g i r l who had been 

wi th him a t the Une of a r r e s t went home). Tho u n i d e n t i f i e d o f f i c e r 

c a l l e d him a " b i g , l a r d - a s s son of a b i t c h " and then picked up a p o l i c e 

club and began t o bea t him on the head. He c a n ' t remember how many times 

he was h i t . Was dressed i n p l a i n c l o t h e s . Then Chance h i t him wi th h i s 

open hand, c a n ' t remember how.may t i m e s . Un iden t i f i ed man s a i d t h a t he l i e d 

before on him (?) and began to h i t him some more w i th the cluta on the head. 

Hit 3-k t imes and s t o ped and sa id he could c a l l Bob Kennedy and some o the r 

t h ings about Kennedy t h t he d o e s n ' t re-nember. Then began t o h i t him on and 

off wi th open hands on and off and then Chance h i t him on the o ther s ide 

wi th open hands , they continued t h i s f o r a while and then s topped, sometimes 

had been h i t t i n g him w i t h f i s t . Un iden t i f i ed o f f i c e r s a i d "You remember when 

you and t h a t group of n iggers wqs fo l lowing me whai I was minding my own 

b u s i n e s s . " HLC sa id no th ing and he sa id "You followed me out to where I 

t u rned off and you d i d n ' t t h i n k I saw you." Athenhe began to him him i n 

the face w i th h i s open hand and f i s t and then Cbmnce came up and began 



h i t t i n g him on both slhoulders with a police club at the same time the other 

off icer was h i t t i n g him in the face . This went on for 2-3 minutes and they 

they began to t a lk to him some more. After a few minutes one of the off icers 

began h i t t i n g in stomach with s t i ck and otoer h i t t i n g him in the face. 

Unknowh off icer told him to stand up beside the wall so he dould take jrf/ 

p ic ture and put I t a l l over Miss i ss ipp i . Camera was out of order and one 

off icer said "We'll l e t Charlie Snodgrass take his p i c t u r e . " Then unknown 

off icer l e f t the room and other off icer began questioning about his age, 

ths g i r l he had been with, whether she was in c i v i l r igh t s and how long he 

had been in c i v i l r i g h t s . Said that he d idn ' t know about the g i r l but t h a t 

he had been helping an wering the phone and r e l a t e information. Was told he 

was lying and then asked him the the plans for the movement in Canton were. 

Told he was lying when he said he d idn ' t know. Told he was lying when he 

said he d idn ' t know where fa ther was.Asked i f he thought the police were 

crazy and la id no s i r . Was asked more about h is f a t h e r ' s whereabouts and 

then to ld him his fa ther was in Hatt iesburg. Asked if h is fa ther was 

ge t t ing checks and how much and repl ied th t his fa ther d idn ' t t e l l him any of 

his bus iness . Asked how fas t he could get out of town. Said he was planning 

to leave because he couldn ' t find a job. Policeman then asked d idn ' t he know 

that he wasn't going to find a job and answered "Yes s i r . " 

Then policeman told him tha t everything he had said was a l i e . Judge Sander 

came in the office andpicked up a boke and wrote something and said something 

to another vftiite person who came in with him and l e f t . Then Charlie Snodgrass 

came in the office and asked something about the nickname the police have 

given fflrf Chinn. I don' t remember what i t was. Chance said he was going to 

l e t Snodgrass t a l k with him. Snodgrass questioned for general information 

and said i t would be eas ie r if he told the other off icer what they wanted to 

know. Then they l e f t him alone in the off ice , told him to put a l l his things 

on the desk and looked thru them and questoned him about the place that he 

works. After that they put him in a c e l l . 


