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BUTTERMILK BOTTOM 

Located in the heart of downtown Atlanta, is the teeming 
slum of Buttermilk Bottom. This unfrequented area of downtown 
Atlanta has witnessed virtually no improvement in the last 50 
years . Over 16,000 people live in the Bottom on a median family 
income of below $2 , 500 a year. That is poverty . The city of 
Atlanta has forgotten its poor. 

The mass of rented shacks that make up the Bottom are 
remembered only by the unnamed men that make money from their 
disproportional rents. Its streets are unpaved, its garbage 
uncollected and the agonies of its people unknown to most 
Atlantans. In a city of housing codes and pride in progress, 
its streets are unlit and 40% of the area· is classified det­
eriorating or dilapidated . When it rains the dirt roads 
become rivers cf mud . When it is cold its people are cold. 

If we are to be so proud as to invite international dele­
gates to the clean white buildings of Peachtree Street then we 
must be honest enough to pave the streets of the Bottoms of 
Atlanta . As long as we are in a country that feeds the hungry 
of the world and stores its excess food in a fleet on the Hudson 
River, then we cannot forget our own poor , or leave slums to be 
profited from by landlords. 
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WHY WE PROTEST 

On January 21, 1964 the Atlanta Constitution made a historic 
turnabout and urged quick passage of a federal public accommoda­
tio~s law. We insist that this move was the result of the courag 
eou> actions of those students that have dramatized the present 
sit~ation with militant nonviolent direct action. Attempts at 
vol1ntary integration or voluntary compliance with the law have 
failed. We are convinced that this change in attitude was due 
entirely to continued pressure by demonstrations which have shown 
Atl~nta and this nation that this city has failed to live up to 
its image as a progressive city "too busy to hate." 

We welcome the United Nations Subcommittee on the Prevention 
of )iscrimination and Protection of Minorities to Atlanta, alth­
ougi a visit to southwest Georgia might have proved more reveal­
ing. Nevertheless, there is much to be seen in Atlanta. In the 
dow~town area the Little Italy Restaurant has a side window 
advertising: "Colored Served Here." The Heart of Atlanta Mote l 
will lock its gates at so much as the approach of a Negro custo­
mer. If the Rev. Martin Luther King, Senator Leroy Johnson, or 
John Lewis wanted a driver's license, they would first pass 
thr:mgh a door marked "Colored Driving Tests." More harmful 
than public signs are the semi-segregated schools and the imp­
res~ions scarred deep in children's minds by inadequate and 
restricted education. It is no wonder that in a city where 
public schools do not celebrate the birthday of the Great Eman­
cipator, there are those who would beat demonstrators or don 
the ~rchaic cloth of the Ku Klux Klan. Atlanta has now assigned 
Negro policemen to supervise demonstrations and arrest demonst­
rat~rs -- but why is it only to watch over and arrest his 
brother that a Negro officer of the law is assigned downtown. 

We are committed to the ideal of an "open city," but to us 
it must be a city that is truly concerned with all its citizens, 
and not primarily with an image created by the business commun­
ity. We have no shame in showing the world the truth, for we 

· are acting out of the strongest : .:lief in American Democracy 
and the knowledge that Justice and Freedom are real and can be 
for all people. 
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