
noM THE REQRO, ~ciTIZENS oF~ MADISON comm 

,(): SHEJUl!!li' JACK ~CAtrfHEN. 

jU,c'i;gi.ng: ;trom you;r letter :n tbe J';anuaey .l6tb · , sue 
ot he 119rd1sor:~ County He~. ld. ;lou bave b en 11d.s1nto·rme6 
eon.c.erntng ~our- Sel·eet-tve Bl.}ying 08mpa!gn. e~ . tl'1,e - e;~o· 
,e1tlze'f:l91 ,()f' .. d son County ,.~rzoe not :at;t~mpt 11£· 't·o, eatl£1e 
nlll11"~1it .and· f:r1C 'tton 11 in the Qanton ·eonmtunity.. We a~ 
a·ttempt!ng" EStbe·r 1 t ·C ·put <Ul ~end to~ the OJ::I'llSt&htii unre ·t 
and !rle~on m:iiU~k~ea by :r~ear from wh'1ch we bf.ve all 
s~f'ered over the past . we a~e determtnea t ·o do · , in a 
peaoe~ful ane}, 1~w-aob1.d1ng manner. ) ar:e not llespon ible 
for rumo a and threa·t O!t vl.ole·noe. _e, too1, ~l~e\re th.fl:t m 1G1t1Z,SrJ:5f O·f Madison _ CO\U'I!tY ebould li.ve npe"oea)Jly ana 
·unmolested "• Thci:a. 1n i''e:et, ! 'B tihe v~ep:y reas · n, we bav·e 
lcaunebed our eampa~. '!'be- Ne,g:ro' Qf1 tuens ot· dis an 
COWJ.ty have never bee.q able ·to live pea oeabl~ and 
unm$le _ teid • the law· 1n Me:Ql1:s.on county p:roteots the· wh1te 
man •• , .. 1.t has not proteQ bed tbe Neg • - we t,:J(.peot, youli 
the~rore~ to 'keep youv pledme to ext~end the· proteetl rn of 
tbe lefw;;l to all of us,.,. 'blaak ana white, in tbe future ,. 

TO MAYOli.. MATTHEWS, AND cm:EF THOrMPSON: 

It: 1$ trljle tba t · el tizens ba ve a -right to buy whel'e· 
they wa-nt to bu:yr., It ! ,s also true that citi-zens b ve a 
:r'lgE.rt " Def:use· to buy there ·the~ are n.ot re,Bp~ote~cr. 
Any Regro- wbo tl"ades at .a stai'e whe:re hi.s, black 'brothers 
and .s i~te:rs a r; · n res. e.oted · 5, less than ,a man . The 
11peaoeful I nd ba m.on1Dus • eonditlons t .. ~h1ch :you des,cri'tle Glo 
not e'X!a in ttl e caJJ ton egro o EmiJi'IUni ty,. We 11 ve 1 n 
fear .of the p.ti>l14e fo~ce wbioh is ~'uppbs e.d to pvotea t us • 
.I.f ',:~· break th~ la 1 al'r st us end ca r:cy us t .o ja,1l -
tlo not point your guns t .o our noses, ao n · t .beat us 
i.n tbe- head, do not curse ·us. !:f" we have not broken tbe 
law., traa t u~ wj. th the ~ooYOOte.sy due a law-a bid.lng c1 t i.z.en. 
we do· n , t 1Dte11d to brea k the lew in tbe· courB-s r f our 
camaptgn .. an.d \'f& oo not expect to be 1nt:im1lla tad or 
hal' 'Ssed, e1thero b·y: the police 101" law ess, ·eit!zens. 

' 

Sewn out, ~o!" eveey t ,en peo.pl~e 1.n Ma ~dJi,scm coun:ty ar 
Ne.g·;roes ,., e know tba t 1 t is our money tbat keeps the· 
busine ae·.a of' Mao.isen oounty gGti _. If 1.t were no't , for­
ur trade, .manu of y;ou woulfl g·o ou o~ t:Jusdness. You 
we ua, debt of gr.a.ti tude. It :iS· not teo .mullh tQ a.s.k 

:t ~•r deeent t ,reatlnent 1n OUr' place:a of bUs1neas . . !lihe 
Selettt1v:e ~g Campaign elep _sses the dee _ -seat.ex3 
I'Btient:ment: of yol:1!1:' N¢gl'O' austome.rs at being 1nsultedJ 
lgnQred, anCi sla ppetl a:rc'l..m.d .• We espeeiall)" eBe.nt th 
way C'U:r Negr• Wc;>men bave een treated 1n yo.ur ato:J?es . 
It Eteem~ tp us thiii tbe plll;'pose ar tine: Chambe!'' of' Commer.ae: 
is ta pramate tn.rsiness ,, :tndustr:rand g;ri~eulture in 
IC.ant("ln and lrlad'l.BOn Coun y for tbe benefit or Whites onl,)f .• 
we feel that it ! time: tne businessmen cr ~camton 'began 
ta have ·ons1derat.1Dn .for the people wbo put food on 
t~e~ir ta ble.s. 

FROM THE NEGRO CITIZENS OF MADISON COUNTY

TO SHERIFF JACK CAUTHEN:

Judging from your l e t t e r  in the January 16th issue
of the Madison County Hera ld ,  you have been misinformed
concerning our Se lec t ive  Buying Campaign, We, the Negro
c i t i z ens  of Madison County , a re not a t t emp t ing  to cause
"unrest  and f r i c t i on”  in the Canton community. We are
a t tempt ing ,  r a the r ,  to put an end to the cons t an t  unrest
and f r ic t ion masked by f ea r  from which we have a l l
suffered over the pas t .  We are determined to do so in a
peaceful  and law-ab id ing  manner.  We are not responsible
for  rumors and th rea t s  of v io l ence .  We, too,  bel ieve tha t
a l l  c i t i z ens  of Madison County should l ive  "peaceably  and
unmoles ted” .  Th i s ,  in f ac t ,  i s  the very reason we have
launched our campaign.  The Negro c i t i zens  of Madison
County have never been able  to l ive peaceably and
unmolested - the law In Madison County p ro tec t s  the white
man . . .  i t  has not protec ted  the Negro, We expect you,
therefore ,  to keep your pledge to extend the protect ion of
the laws to a l l  of us, black and whi t e ,  in the future.

TO MAYOR MATTHEWS AND CHIEF THOMPSON:

It  is  true that  c i t i z ens  have a right to buy where
they want to buy. I t  is  a l so  true tha t  c i t i zens  have a
right  to refuse tn buy where they are not r e spec t ed .
Any Negro who t r ades  at a s tore  where his  black brothers
and s i s t e r s  are not respected  is l ess  than a man. The
"peacefu l  and harmonious” cond i t ions  which you desc r ibe  do
not ex is t  in the Canton Negro community. We l ive  in
fea r  of the pol ice  force which is  supposed to protect  us .
If we break the lav/, arrest  us and carry us to J a i l  -
do not point your guns to our noses ,  do not beat us
in the head, do not curse  us.  If we have not broken the
law, t rea t  us with the courtesy due a law-abiding c i t i z en .
We do not Intend to break the law in the course cf our
camapign, and we do not expect  to be in t imidated or
ha ra s sed ,  e i t he r  by the po l ice  or l awles s  c i t i z ens .

TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:

Seven out of every ten people  in Madison County are
Negroes.  We know that  i t  is  our money that  keeps the
bus inesses  of Madison County go ing .  If i t  were not for
our t r ade ,  many of you would go out of bus ines s .  You
□we us a debt of g r a t i t ude .  I t  i s  not too much to ask
fer decent  t reatment  in your p laces  of bus ines s .  The
Select ive  Buying Campaign expresses  the deep-sea ted
resentment of your Negro customers at  being insu l ted ,
ignored,  and s l apped  a round .  We e spec i a l l y  resent  the
way cur Negr» women have been t r ea t ed  in your s t o r e s .
I t  seems to us tha t  the purpose of the Chamber of Commerce
is to promote bus ines s ,  industry and agriculture in
Canton and Madison County for  the benef i t  of whi tes  only.
We fee l  tha t  i t  is  time the businessmen of Canton began
to have cons idera t ion  for  the people who put food on
the i r  t ab l e s .


