SUNPLONER COUNTY

RBulaville in the ha&émmrtwa of civil rights wiivity in ﬁhis eounty.
1t ia sume.L3 milea from Indionels, the county sest and birthplace of tha
Wbivo Citigens Councll. Senator James Eaatland meintaing zn office in
dowatoim MWKIM and kis plantation is ot nearby Deddaville.

Ruleville a3 booo eonmidsred a herd oore a&m@tian roaistance
areas In one inoident in Septembnr, 1963, three houses were shot into
and two @irls wers injurcd. Ruleville hna been thé scene of frequent
Joilings, economia reprissl, and police harasamert pricr fo this ai mmer.

The Movemsnt $n Rulevilla is stroug, The Rulsville Citiscaship Cludb
hus .bout 108 nctive meshers = shairmam Irene Jobnasn, cp-sheirmn Krs.
Nazy Tucker se¢oretary Mrs. Bebeses MceDonald, and tremsurer Mrs, Len-
ard Navia. The Ruleville Student Aotiom Group is about 40 strone;
shairmn My, James Coaley, co-chalrmaon Miss 0%e Doas, sedretery ¥ias
Bobby Qannon; trssaurey Misas Bobby Ford., Ruleville =lac haa the dia-
tinetien of beizm the hometowm of Mrs. Pauny Loa Hamer, Negro leaderx
and somgressiona) cendidate.

Sunflowsr County has ohe of the lowsst percentuges of Negro xegin-
tration. Though 13,52¢ Negro citizens are eligible to vote; only 1.2%
of them (161 to te cxact) were allowed to register bofore 1961. Since
then e&ly 70 to B people bave been cllowed to replster although ex-
tansive efforts bave been msde by the Negtoc people. Thexe wre people
like ¥rs. Gussie Hioka who has ¥teen down te Indienols 13 timee. One
week $n Fedruery, 1964. over 400 peuple went down to megister, Federal
litigation againgt Sunflowsr County for dilsorimination in registreifom
wez filed Jaouary 26, 1963, The case is- mm&ted to ceme tc trial in
September.

The Imlwi;ﬁe« ﬁhmbw of Commerce plaima over 200 t& be employsd
by its three factorigs, md bat thers 13 "no labor competition nor unice
&iaﬁwhmaa” i &nd that there ars "lew taxes. Not tne Negrs 13 em-
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for the Sunflowcr iiegm fella Petwoen 400 ma 600 dellaras « year. Many
avre unemployed Or undersxployed, In Bunflower Geunty agricultural em-
nloymgnt (primarily Negro jobs) decorsssed by 5,588 f£rom 1950 to l%m
non-agriouliural emplsyment (primarily whiite jods) inerdased 1,251 in

the same period. MNany nosd mediea) zars that thay onmaot a.ffef“a.
Housing 16 naptly defericratad or delapideted. Only a Pow housss have
rupuihg hat watery althoush most in~-town have ﬁmah tailem.

Cival righta work has begun in Indianols {%a birthplacd of the White
Citizens! Douncil tn 1955) and Drew this summer. LDrew Degrocs wure told
USNCC workerg sye mfreid 4o fomg hepe') in the second week of the mummer
projedt, GWCC workers convaazed Drew ox Tour sucoessive daya. Tha
asoault om Indimola. hae‘m in the third meck of the project.



