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'!'he onamistry 1)1' 1'1it9'es that has orMtecl t)ie li\raeciOl!I movein8nt in 
M:l.ss1ss1.ppi bits al.so pro.!U<ied some unpreoeaenterl pr,ot)ect.s 1:1ot norml!l11y 
associated wi tb vi v:U d .gbts aoM vi tzy'. F9remost of; ~heae !Jl'ojects is the 
Free '30\ltber.n '!'heat.re , a ;;,erinanent professional rei.11rtory col!!Pim;r that 
llill t-0\lr Miseiasim,1 , pl,s.yin;g als9 in Mef!tPhis and N11w Orlellll,II, perfqr.ini.rlg 
.1.a theli!.ters • ohul'ohe.;, in t'he fields ant.l in the streats , 'rhB administ:re.ti.ve 
headquarters ot' the theater will 'be in tfi;:w Orl.e~ , 

Jo.,, 1;ei!J. a, toµr.ing With its ow protluct1ons • the Free Southern Thei.ter 
i,lew a unique progr,e.m oC cOl!l!!lllTli.ty involveme'().t with theater tbrC1Ugh i, 
T,!t'ogram of 11~k9hops an(! eantl!Unity productions , T11e wor.ksh,ops wU1 s~w 
oot only to ed\.lcate tile mcliecee or tlle theater but will gerw elso to 
stX'engthen the rel.~1:ioMhip or the Frea Southern Theater to ita aadienoe , 
and fill S'ti:1mulate the growth of indi geno\l.a 1:ommu.ai ty theater . 

1I'h,:, Frae 9out,hern Theatt-r is as 111Ucb a pi-oduot of lltbe m0vement11 mr 
voter rel:1 st.ration, OOllllltl(ni ty oent,er•.s, or titre Mississippi Freedom 
Ile,noorem.c Party , It is the concer,ti0n of tr~ ,','Oung sta!'f masilier!I ol 
the !ltl1de:nt l-lon--v1olent Ooorrlinat in,. COl!fflli ttE'.e-, lllen who had made a 
<=ommitl!1ent to tbe theater Defore th ~• c~e 'louth to work ln the movement 
and met, each other , John 0 11\!ea1 ts a v.raduate of '\louthern Illl.nQ;i.s 
Univer911l:n Oil. t'a!Se~> 22 year!! rld~ is ~om Cleveland by uay o!' off­
Broadway theater in New Yerlc, O' Ne.111 end Masi'.!! met in Mtssi.ssippi, •there 
the ll'ree Southern T.hente'l' was bot-n. Now e!leooiated With the111 as the 
tb1rEI prorlu.C'd.nR di:t'ect,ol' n.r the '.l'lleater 1$ Hichsrd 8chee!'tne.J' • eai tor of' 
the Tulane mama lleview. 

1'he Fl-ee Souttiern Tbeater, is comtlrl. tted to the promotion of 11the 
growt ,h 1tnd sel.!'-l<nm~ledge of a new Sot1thern ii,11dien1Ze or Negroes anti 
whites11, and to the addition of a ottltul'al. and ec:luaatiollal di111ens'i00 
to the SmttheT"tl f),eedom movement , ll'Ol1 those l)eople associate(! With tt, 
the Theot,e;i, :l,ntcn!le ·to prov:i.rle a fO?"l,UTI iJ'! uhio'h the tregro playwright can 
deal hones ·t~ wit.b. hie own experience, el(f.'t'ess himself i.n what may !ll'eve 
to b& "a new 'idi~, a new ll!enre, a theet.ri()IU i'om llll unique as bl:ues, 
ja\'121, ot eosrel ,11 

In 1ts N.r~t sumer of ~pertition, the Toeater hD8 been tt-,tril'l{; the 
state w1 th 1 ts prom10ti on ot: ''In White ftl!\0rioe11, the prue-1dfl\'ling rtrama 
that crpened in Ne11 York lar:it in.n·~er. 'rhe c:0mp1my has ~ven this oro~ctioo 
for ot"turoh co'llgrege:tions, c::1 vil rightlSI workers, aohool children, end has 
pla:yed under almost every conc.ievn'c>le sort of oond1 t5.om,, the direators 
plan for their mnt tout", -to begin i1:1 Mi a .. Novsmber, ;i 1•el/tlf'tO'ry, 
inoluCling fl~ llf authors !11.lch es Ossie Davis, Berth\lll<I 'St'ecbt, Jl!l!lee 
Daldld.n 1 and new 111,,y11r1rJM1ike !lo11ft1As '!'lll'T!~ Gnd /Inn Jt, ll'lagg . On 
th.e nro<luc;ti on t o11r they e)(Jleo~ to sp~nd a ~ek t " tim date io eaob 



Mississippi community they- visit . '!'he workshop !IX'Dgl'am will have members 
of tha company stationed in c0111J11unities for longer periods t.o work more 
olosely- Id.th the interested looel paople . 

The sa,mer production, "In White America" 1 played in matlf Mississippi 
commupities, ino1uMng MoCO!!lb, Hattiesburg , Gulfport, ll:1.lorl, Meridian, 
Canton, Jackson, TOIJ{ialoo, Vicksburg, Mileston, Clarksdale, Ru1ev111.e, 
Indianola, Greenwood, and Green'91lle . There was al.so one performance in 
New Orleaps. 

Many celbrated actors and directors have recently- becO!lle associated 
with the Free Southern Tbeeterr either as spons07'8 or as technical advisors . 
These inollJde R1iby-Dee, Lorraine Hana berry, Geraldine Page, 'Ji.ndey Poitier, 
Kim Stanley, Steve Allen, ,and about twei:ity-five other pe%!f0l'111ere eqwilly­
dist1ng1nsbed . Paul Sil1.s , director of the i'OJnoua 9econd City COfflP8?'1Y in 
Oh:l.cago, has ottered to cOll)e to Mississippi wt th se'V!!2'al. Second Ci 1;y 
Mtcrs to establish an a ting workshop and assist the Pree Southern Theater 
OOIIIPBD¥ ld.th improvi.sations. 




