
OFF I C.-- I ( 

ME MO to: Friends of SNCC 
from: Betty Garman, Northe rn C~ordinator 

Enclosed is some additional material on McComb ••• plus a letter 
that was sent to summer volunteers urging mobilization of 
people -- coaununities, etc. --around the issue of f ederal 
protection. The situation is obviously de t e riorating-- the 
background i nforma ti on con tal ned in the 1 et ter to Burke Marsha 11 
indicates that as well as the curreat information c~ntained in 
here. 

What we nee d is to build nasslve puhlic _o_p inion directed at t he 
Justice Department -- letters, t e l e grams, demonstrations, obtaining 
statements by prominent local people (which can be s ent as t e le­
grams to the Pr es ide nt and to the Attorney Gene ra 1 or durke Ma rsha 11 
and then released to the sress locally}, etc. Time is short but 
ther e is no doubt that Me omb will continue to face vi~lence , will 
continue to be tense -- until something of the nature of the 
Ne shoba County ~rders occurs -- or until federal pre senc e is 
again f e lt in M::Comb. ,.. 

Demand s on the Justice Department should be : 
1. The ge neral r eqt£ st for f ede ral protection 
2. Point out that there were 16 FBI ag ents in i\.lk:Comb this 

summer and there are only 4 there now. 
3. A request that the election campaigning no~ make the 

nation and the government forget Mississippi. 

AT THE VERY LEAST the McComb story should be public iz ed as 
widely as possible. The material her e coul d be boiled down for 
l eaflets for distribution in your community. Each night this 
week (and next) query the wire services in your area for news 
on what is happening in McComb. This will move the Southern 
offices to keep up on the story as it deve lops. Ask newspapers 
to print feature stories on the situat i on ••• ask radio stations if 
they will use some of the enclose d material. Us e the "phone-in" 
shows in your community to alert people about McComb -- also 
ask that telegrams be s ent to the Pre sident and Justice Department . 

Mrs. Quinn, whose house was bombed on th e e vening of the 20th, 
Mrs. Dillon, whose husband is in jail (arreste d the day after 
kKx their house was b~mbed in August) and Mrs. Bryant, whose 
husband was a delegate (Free dom Democratic Party) to the c onvention 
and whose home was bombed on July 25th (and whose br other-in-l~w's 
home was b ~mbed be fore the summer began) will be in Washington 
today -- Tuesday -- for a press conference and in onder to seek 
an interview with the President. A support demonstration is 
planned for Washington already. 



THE STUDENT NONVJOLEJIT COORDI.N.'.TING COI!!IITTEo 
8 1/2 RAYI!IOND ST~BET N, \1 , 
ATLANTA, GTIOltGIA 30314 

TO: Frien~s of SNCC 
FROM: Betty G~rm~n 

McCOI~I:l BACKGROUND 

McComb city- is set in the southwestern of'.rt of Mississippi , an :1reo 
which, in the. last year, ht!s come to be almost totnlly 1omin..1te J by 
t errorism. Virtually .J.atinc frorn the late Presirl ent Kennccly 's "hu­
man ri•rhts" speech of June 1, 1963, the JClu Klux Klnn, resurrected 
anJ int l.lnsively ex!'nncled , hns been enttaa-inn in nn nctive cnmpai~rn 
of violence ~aainst lCic:!l Ne~>ro citizens . TIH! extent of tht~ Klan 1 s 
dominance in this nren is evic1encccl by the hcrrifyin" chron olcpY of 
murder, shootinf' s, bentin~s , anJ bombim.,.s 1~hich have been }Crpetrat­
ed on the Nenro people there. Since December of 1963, there have 
been s even kno1vn murJ ers of Ne•~r0es, gmonP' thel'l Louis Allen who had 
been active in voter rer istr.:Jtion activities in Amite County, an.-1 
two youn~ Nenroe boys whose mutilated bo.lies were found in the Yatoo 
River this summer. In Amite County, n seventy-yaa r-old farner antl a 
mother of e i r ht chilJren wore Jrnt>~ed from their homes by a mob of 
armed men ~nJ s everal y benton. In Nut che z, n l <·Ca l Ner.r , funer " l 
d irect· r ::mJ his assistant Nere kiJ n;lpDe•l, taken t~ a fiel•l and whip 
pod. ln tlcC u b , :1 1 >C:ll Ner:;r , Mechanic w.:Js s if.lilnrly beaten. 

Numberous oher bea.tin<>s n f Ne!t,r nes by tbe Klan hav.:~ taken plll.ce . In 
Mcc~nbothis sunMer, a minister wns ben ten on c. d·'l•tntflwn street in 
l,r,...:.m l:ly-lirrllt oft .., r h~ i lent ifi ... ol himself es a ninister w-rkina f 0 r 
civil ri1rhts. Crc ss-bU'l'nin.,s 'lr e S<' frequent r.n c>ccurenco the y E! TC 
n~ l >n"er news1~ rthy. Ther e h.:JV~ been sixteen bpttl'-inrs in the r~cCrmb 
ar ea al~ne since the st art of the supmer prnject, incluc1inr- the COFO 
Fr eedom h~use wher e t en civil rir hts ~~rkcrs were sleeninN ancl in 
\·thich twc were injurec . El even ··f the s e bnmbinn, s hllvo taken pl a ce 
since i\u!'USt 28 f <"r the situatir n stea.:ily rleteri" rate s :mJ the 
t c rrr. rists have c~t~e t < kn"'W n~ r cstr:1insts. The r e h:-vc ueen f~ur 
brnb inqs in the last 90 h" urs inclu 1im' the h~ne " f 'Irs. Quinn wh~"se 
chil,,~ren were injure' 1 J.n.' n ?rrcwly osc :-De' l~:ath, ~'iiL'Illy, the 
Hruse c£ 1•1· rsl1io has hcc•.•!'lC n s11eci~l t or f'o t f t e rrr ri.st activity . 
In the Hcc~mb :irca.- thl:c.; ciJ~o~rches h:l.lre burne·' t r the nri'Un 1 , anr>ther 
partit>lly btqnt, an' a fifth ~1n-1 st 0"1TI1Jl et cly 1cnr•lis?!e" ' ~y ·')'n:~7'1it1>. 
In th e Snuthwcst a s 'l wh le th er e h;lVc 1-cert n r e th•m ten churclles 
'estr r yll·' this sumr.tcr ~1nno. 

Pri r· r t e the bc~innin<t ·f thOJ 1-'ississiwpi ~unl'lel' flrrojcct, s i ne 23 
His s issi?icns came t lhshin,tcn t t a s'tify t ef '1' 1! :1 s.:lcct nnnc l ,..f 
J istin!'Uishe3 \meriC:Ins a hr ut the c nn•'itie>n ,.f t e rT"T, :m·.1 t r Ul'll'C 
federal p r " t ecti .:on £ · r Ner-r •.;Js, e.n·-' f o r civil ri ~hts w •rkc rs there . 

COFO l e:l•lers a ll triec' t .- seck an inte rview with the Presi.1ent , nn.J 
it was t ·· n" nv~ il, TJt .. murders J£ J mnes Chan!'y, lfich~el Sch1·rerner 
nne An·'r ew r,, lm'"n 1~ere strikinr evLlence tha t their nlea was unhear •-' · 

Bcfnr"' SNCC ~~· •rkers m;:-ve' int,., tho Sruthwest in rti 1 -sumne r , a numbe r 
•f stoff :m.'. v ·lunteers came t t l"asllin£~ tnn t (1 uro-e steppe•' UP fcclernl 
pr~senc~;~ in thnt suctinn, bnse l " n evi•'ence c f a massive, arm.ed ra>1n 
buil<1up. 

F< llowin<~ the f·- nn<~l C)li
1 d! the Summer Prnject , an~ its mnveltlent intn 

a new ph'lse, the lirector o£ tho tfcCnmb p><:> j ect wrrte t n resnonsible 
rc.vernrnent officials t 'l aJvise them c•£ the increase- in violence, nnd 
t r. 1·1arn 0f the prospect thv.t the doter i orat in~> s i tuat i •m mif'ht 1 ea ;;1 
t f'.' ~~o•e murder. Thnt violence is now npnar ont, a s is the fact that -· 
Ne" roes :1re be in <> in1iscr im i.natel y 'epri ve.J r. f their consti tut h·nol 
free.lrms . 

This statement, theref 'l r e , represents a fuplicati~n of a nuMber rf 
effnrts t o mnke the oublic t:ll•• :!re of the ahs .,lute frecrlom 1vith which 
terrl'rists bnmh , en d burn, an •' use the rfficiJl r:>owers qf stnt.e and 
l o ca l "overnr~ent t n orevent Ne<•roes frol!l exorcisinr• their basic 
rin:hts. 
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Urge pr?minent !:>cal citizens in y?ur c:>m~~tunity t:J wire the 
Justicil Department and tbe Prs !dent . Organize precl net W?rkers 
f:>r J:>hns:m t.:> wr ite and wire him~ w':lrkers in his campaign . 
S')lici t statements from 1 'JCaL Dem":lcra lie gr:>ups . Organize 
a delegation :>f !:>cal lawyers to visit the US Attorney's :>ff!ce 
in y.:lur city - - asking the US Att.:Jr ney , in turn, t:; teleph':lne a 
list ~f demands t:J the Jus tice Department i n Washingt:>n, 

All :Jf these act!vlqG's that y:>11 undertake sh?uld be designed 
t:J get pub ! lei ty -- by the fact that you .are acting -- f-:Jr the 
situation in McC?mb . Add , as backgr :Jund !nformati?n f~r y?ur 
leaflets and statements, the inf?rmati?n we sent earlier Jn the 
b:>mb lngs and the September harrassments . Remember, t .,., , in 
y?ur pr.,t.est, that nine white men, a r rested :Jn charges ~r 
p~ssessl.:m 'lf expl:>s!ves(aftcr the last attemot t:J m~bil!z~ 
the public ar~und the issue 'li' McC'lmb} were released 'Jn suspended 
sentences Just a few days ag?, 

---------------------------------------------------------------
Add!Li~nal inf:>rmati?n Jn the Tuesday arrests ••• 

The fi r st arrest 'JCcurrcd at 10:45 this m?rning when ~'uis 
Campbel l, Buddy S:Jl)ann , l:>cal Negr'les, acc?mpanied by 
.Rev . D?n Bl-anchette fr'lm Webster City, l:>wa were met at the 
C::lUrth?use parki ng l'Jt adjacent L:> the 1'c?l :>red entrance" t? 
the C:Jur lh:>use by five highway patr?lmen (state) , Sheriff Warren 
and sever al deputies . A plalnscl'lthesman wlth them id.entified 
himself :>nly as a !?cal businessman. Sheriff Warren read a 
c-?ur t ?rder fr?m cirdu!t c':lurt judge , J . H. Watson ?rdl?ring the 
Registrar t? cl":lse his ~fflcn and t., arpear in c..,urt in hls· 
capacity as c.,unty clerk . 

The three were then ?rdrred t? disperse . Rev . Blanchette, acting 
as sp:>kesman f?r the gr,up, refused , c~ntendJng that the ~~urt ?rdcr 
was part :>f a del !berate attempt t') deny Negr., citizens thel r rl ght 
t'J V'>le . The three were then arrested f?r trespassing. 

The later arrests -- under similar circumstances -- t~~k place at 
4:45 pm t:>day. 

This evening, SNCC pr?jecC dlrrct?r Jesse rtarris, issued the 
f?ll:>wlng stat ement in Me -:Jmb: "we have been here five m-:tnths 
trying t; tak~ pa1ple d?Wn t? the c:>urth?use t'J beC?me reoisteTed 
V')t.ers in Plke c.,unty . We have been :&unsuccessful because '>f 
harrassment, intimldati?n and br utality by law enf":lrcemcnt .,f"ficials 
and ')ther individuals such as the rr·ccnt Ly c?ni'<"ssed b?mbers . 
The pe?ple in Jail n~w are t here as a or?test against such a 
system and its la\lls . They wiLl remain in Jail ln h?pe that their 
being there will exp:ise the kind :>'f justice under which c?n!'r-ssed 
b?mbers g:; free and Negr., citizens, claiming thelr rights , are 
impris?ned . '1 Harris branded the trcsspassing charges as ridicul?us, 
p?in~ing ?ut that the C:lt,~.rth:luse and the adJacent parldog lot 
are _pub! ic pr?-party, an-d that a large cr:>wd ?f whites was 'n the 
scene and n :tt arrested, 

On OcL-Jber 16th pr?Ject p l ans t? a.cc:m1oany Neqr:~es t.? tne C?Urth~use 
t'J rectister were st~pped 1;Jy a similar c.,urt 'lrder, ?rde-rin.g the 
registrar •s :>fflce cl?sed f:>r the day. 
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illicComb ••• ivfc:L'Jmb 

To: Friends of SNCC 
From: Betty GGrman 

As we all predicted th1ngs are ge tti ng CJntinuall y W'Jrse in 
MCComb. Two mor e b omb ings on Wednesday evening , 18 arrests 
f'Jr "criminal sy;-tdical!sm, nearly a hundred 0ther arr f' sts 
f'Jr vari ous min 'Jr charges Jr pe0ple picked up for quest! 'Jning. 

Once again we are call !ng 'J:1 you t :::> use all t he the r e soucces 
a t your command t o bring pre ssure on t he federal government for 
s'Jme kind of acti on/prcssur~ 'Jn the McComb officials t o alleviate 
the prese ntly serious situat i 'Jn . The e nclosed information and 
analy sis carries y ou on e step further fr 'Jm t he ma iling ( s ) 
you t ve j us..L -r _e c..e.L ved . 

Again we ar e asking for a vlsable show of support fr'Jm peop l e 
all around the na t ion. Us e the suggestions in the last cove r 
mailing plus your own ideas. Se v e ral new ideas have c 'Jme up 
since : 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Try t o g e t l 'Jcal J ohns'Jn f ~ r President headquarters --
th e camp aign v o luntee rs _ .. t 'J call a f ::> rmal hour l ong strike 
during which t ime all t he J ohns on supporters w'Juld write 
l et t e rs and wires to t he t' r csident demanding act! on i n 
Mc\...,'Jmb -- now. 

Urg e l ocal Dem xratic 'J r ga n i zati ons t o pass r e> soluti ons, 
s end wire s, etc. t o th e Pr es~d e nt . 

If you demonst rate ( or c:ven in l e t te rs and tel Egrams ) 
urge Pre s iden t Johnson t 'J v isit McC'Jmb as a disas t e r are a 
t o l ~ nd his support and encour~gcment t 'J t he pe'Jple 'J f 

McC:::>mb wh'J ar e being harrass ed, intimi dat ed 1 r un 'Jut of 
th eir homes beaten jailed, e t c . Po i nt 'Jut that th Er e 
is a large Fre ed'Jm Demxratic Party e l ement in Mcl.omb t o t ally 
in supp'Jrt of Johnson but fast l~sing faith i n the ir 
candidate. 

4 .... and Most Important ••• Mobilize massive c omm unity s upp?rt for 
th e ~kC omb pe'Jp le by a) getting pr omine nt l ocal peop l e t o 
make stat(ments t 'J the pl~e ss, send t e l egrams t o J'Jhnson 
wh ich c a n be used for press r e lease s afte r t he wire s · are 
s ent b) aski ng c andidate s t o take a public pJs iti on on 
the inacti ?n of the f e de ral Qg vernment ? r si mp ly the 
pr e s e nt reign ·:> f t e rr ?r ln McComb c) ha·Jing the -su mme r 
v o lunt ee rs in your are a wh? were in McComb i nte nsify the ir 
speaking engngrments d) send prominent lx a l p eopfe t o the 
U.S. Attorn~y ' s off ice t o present a stat cm~ nt which they 
would ask t he at t ')rney t o r e ad over the ph ')ne "(.') Ka tz e nbach 
o r t o Burke ma rs hall 'JVc r the phone e) phone t he McComb 
infor mation to t he "cal l -In" rad i o shows in y')ur ar e a 
f) kee p c al U.ng news mec ia f:li' i nfor ma ti')n c>n Mc'-- omb -­
ge t al ot of pc'Jp ~.c t o do this to enc')uragc the m t ? print 
da ily stories on thr- si tuat i 'Jn . 

If you come up with go od new i dea s -- pass t hem ?n so we can inform 
'J the r gr?ups of what you are d =:>ing. 


