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TO: SNCC STAFF . & OTHERS .• 

FROt-1: . . . COURTLAND ·Cox·· ' 
.. ~ . . ~ ·. 

RE: .. ·, STUDENT ItlVOLVEHE!lT IN THE CHA'LLENGE 
... .t . : • • • 

There have been many ideas presented concerning the need to bring 
to bear student -pressure arou~d !he issues of the MFDP challenge and· 
the right to vote. 

This- p~oposal h~pes to present .' some. of these ideas. 

·In ·order to put this proposal iJ! some cont'ex, I tvould like to rais e . 
with you some of the questions that have been bresented . 

F.irst., thousands of students from the North ciesire to come South 
this. _summer. Of t hose students that wish to . come, only -a_bout 5 or · 10 % 
couldt he. used t his sumt::er . l<eep in mind that unlike l ast summer , many 
peopJ!.e in the local areas fee l they should assume r esponsibility that 
the f-l'or1thern students and SNCC/COF0 workers held las t · summer. · ., · .... 

Sec-ond , the need for us to shov-1 the volunteers from the north the 
need to begin ~orking in their own backyard~. 

~inally, the need to build a base around the country of people who 
ca.n exert pressures tm•lard the issues v1e are tryinz to raise - eg , the 
FDP challe nge and the votinr, bil l s . 

These are some of the "whys" involved in this proposal . 

I would like to talk about how we might begin to do some of the se 
things. 

We could have four regional conferences of colle~e students who are 
ineerested in the South and the FDP challen~e . These conferences would 
be held in .the West , Midwest, Northeast and -the South . 

Sometime in March a planning meeting of 60 or 70 s tudent s concerned 
about the FDP challenge would be held to discuss t he forcis and actions 
the regional conferences would t ake . The plannin~ ~eet~ng would be at­
tended by campus s tudent representatives f~om all parts of the country. 

We hope to have this meeting somewhere in the state of Mississippi, 
so that/many members of the FDP can attend as possible. 

as 
Hopefully , out of these conferences will come stress on local action 

both in the college community and involvinr, their parents and friends 
1n their home towns . 

F~ank Smith has written a proposal to have the people who cannot 
vote in thic country write their own voting bill. As I understand his 
ideas, this is necessary for certain reasons. First, the people who 
cannot read or write because they didn 't have a chance to go to school 
will really not be able to vote in large numbe rs. S-cond, we believe 
that any government affects al l the people subjected to it, and there­
fore they ought to have some say about t1hat that government is to be. 

Third, the expe rience of writing a nd fiBhting for a voting bill 
would be one of the bes t ways to ga in some political insights in the 
wa' this country functions. 

The FDP intends to write its own voting bill . Arkansas , Alabama and 
Southwest Georgia and other places where people are voteless int end to 
write their own voting bills. 

As stated , the voting bills would probably r equ ire that an aoplicant 
be at least 18 ye ars old and a re sident of his s tate for a certain oer­
iod of time (age and r es ide nc e ). These would be the only requirements 
for voting in the United States . 

The country feels tha t people who a r e 18 years old are too young to 
vote and that people who cannot r ead and write are too dumb to vote. 

I would like to propose that a f t e r the ~1FOP voting bill and perAaps 
bills from one or two states are produced, that we take t 1~0 steps: 



First, hold hearings in Jacksoh, Mississippi around the right to 
vote. Tho s e who cannot vote by r eason· of age . or education would appear 
before a panel of "distuinguished" people to discus s the issues (This 
is Frank S~ith's idea)~ 

Se~ond, ~ring as many people as pqssible to Washington , n. c. These 
people . should be drav.m fro~ t Ho T!'la.in areas , the college · campuses and 
the rural areas of the South. 11e should also try to include the res­
idents of l'Jashington, D. C. viho don't at t his time possess the vote. 

As suggested by the paper on SNCC programs; we will ask people to 
engage in non-violent direct action. This action would be taken to­
dramatize t 'he need for leg i s lation based on the "One Man - One Vote" 
concept~ r equiring one to give only residence and age as a voting re­
guirement • . 

:rur ·ther; t h e obj e ctive of s uch a demonstration., as advanced by the 
SNCC .. P~wer,. gould be : 

to lobby and engage in direct action on behalf of a voting bill, 
based on One Man - One Vote. 

to lobby and engage in action: for home rule l.n \~ _c:shington . 

I would like to hear ·some comment and criticism from each and 
every one ~f you. 

Courtland Cox 
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