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rrospec:t us :roro t,h~ S Ultui!OL .. 

"I.t ca n be <'~ rgu-"q thr- t i n tho history of th~ Unitccl Stat-es 
democracy has p1•oduc.ad g t'G'l t h ::de rs i n @:!'e<l t cr.!.ses . j3:~d 
11s it may be , t he opposite ha.s_ be.;:n true in JVIiss1ssipp1. 
As yet there is l ittl o evick:nce th3t the s,ociety of ilbe 
closeo mind will ove r pos sess the mor:::~l resotn>ces to reform 
itself , or the copucity for self-cxa minotion, or dlvon th0 
tolerance of s e lf-e xamin&tlon . " 

f'r om ~~ississ1pp1 : tbe Closed Socie ty 
by J ar.-.e s \v. Silver 

It has become evident to the civi l rights gr.oups involved in the strug
g l e for :rreedum in fiJississippi tha t poli tj.ca 1 and soc1a l jus t1ce cannot 
be won 1•11 t hout the massive aid of the country as 3 whole , ba cked by the 
po~o~er <'lnd authori.ty o1' the federal governme nt . Almost no hope exists 
that the politica l leade rs of MississiJ?pi will steer even a rnoderat-e 
course i n the nea r future ; in f'gct, the contrary s.ecms t ru(; : as t he 
winds of cha nge grm,r stronger, the · threatened polit :i.cal e l i,;e of N1ss1s
sipp1. become more i ntransi gent a nd f anatical i n thei r support of the 
status quo . The closed s ociety of Mississippi is , 218 Prof,:.ssor Sil ver 
asserts, ~Ti thout the morel resources to rof'orm itse lf . .~nd Neg;:•o effoTtJ 
to win the right to vot e ca nnot succeed aga i nst the .3xtensive lega l 
weapons a nd polio<? powers of locnl and st.1te offi cia ls \>fithout n nation
wide mobil1z:Jt1on of support . 

'!'here foro , <: prol!;ram iS be ing pl.<mn.!d for thi.s summer ~rhich will involve 
the ma ssj,ve participation of Americans ded.Lczo ted to the e l :Lmination of 
rocial oppression . Scores of students, t eachers , professors , m:Lnisters , 
technicians , artists , and leg!i1 1 ~dvisors &re now being rGc ruitcd f"r om 
a 11 over the country to vrork in Mississippi this sumr.Har. ~11 thin the 
stote :lntens:Lve prepara t ions ha v<;; been 1:nde r1-1ay sinc0 mid - January to 
develop s t ructured progr.a rns which will put to cre!ltivc use tbe tal ents 
and energies of th~ hundreds or expected s~~r volunteers . The se 
programs ca n be divided genera lly into f our ma in a rea s : fr·eedom s chools 
community ce nters, votor regist t'~l tion a nd special proje-ct s . 

Freedom Schools . Plans are being made to set up as many Freedom Schools 
as can be realisticall y made to work . The number will ultimately vary 
.according to the a mount or housing tha t ca n be fo~~d in a n a rea , the 
presence of facili'ties; and th0 recruitment of qualifie d st<'~ ff personne l 
Recent projections ca ll for roughly t en day Fr-eedom Schools and two or 
three <;Jw~:y- fl'Om-home s chools . The day Freedom Sc.hools will £'or the 
most pa rt draw l Oth, llth ond 12th gra de students f~om the loca l e . 
Each school will h9ve a hi gb student - teacher r atio, perhaps one t eacher 
for every four -students, so thiirt insti:"uction ca n be et s indiv!.dual as 
possible . I t can be astima teq ths t day Freedom Schools v1ill hs ve 
approximate ly f i fty students and fifteen teachers each . Curriculum for 
t..hese schools 111ill cover a wide area : rer.1edi a l work :tn reading, math, 
and b<lsic gram1:nr; s e mina rs in politicn l sc1enc2 and the hwn.::mities , 
Journalism a nd croative writing ; rccrea'tiOn!! l programs such a s dramatics, 
musi c a pprec1<1 tion, a rts a nd craf'ts, orga ni zed athlet ics , mov:tes; a nd 
voter r egistrotion fiold work . Ilil adel;i tion , students ~rill be encouraged 
to devel op a :.;chool nevmpa pcr a nd orga nize =' s-tude nt government . •.vhen
e ver possible , s t udies ~rill be relote d to t he socie ty in which the 
students live . Al<3y-from-hol~-:J Free dom School s will drtH; par ticul ar stu
d_e nts from around thu St <;te . At prese nt , t 110 s uch schools are planned : 
one fOl' high school clrop- ou t s wi th ::l curriculum e s pecially desi gned to 
prepare them for the Stute •s high s-chool equiva l.oncy tes t , a s e cond 
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for adva·nced high school s t udents, possibly coll ege students a l so , 
where political sc:l,enc~ a nd e conomics I'IOuld be emphasized . 

Tbe Freed·om Schools sta nd as a n integr a l part of COFO ' s voter registra
tion acti v"i.ties . Tt-ley will provide pol;!. ti.ca lly emerging comillUni ties 
1dth new young l eadership, a nd c onstitut e a rea l a ttack on the present
ly sti fling system of education existing i n t he sta te . By the end or 
the SU!lU1ler, the basi s wi ~l have been laid for a cadre of 15tuclent 
leadership around the s t a te of Mississippi c ommitted to critical 
thinking and soci~ l action . 

Community Centers : The Communi ty Centers program projects a netNork 
of community centers a cross the state . Conceived as a long - range 
inst itut:l.on, these centers \>/ill provide a- structure for a sv1eeping 
range of rec reati onal a nd educational programs . In s.o doi ng, they 
will not only serve the basic needs of Negro c omnru.ni t ies now ignored , 
by the s t a t e ls raaist poUtical structure, but v<i ll ·.rom a dynamic 
focus for t he development of community organizati on . The educa tiona l 
features of the centers wi ll inc l ude job training prog rams for the 
unskilled and unemployed , l iteracy and remedia l prog rams t or adults as 
1~ell a s young peopl e,. publ ic health programs such a s prena t al and 
infa nt ca te , basj.c nutritt.on, e tc. t o a l levia t e some of the serious 
health problems of Negro Mississippians . (For i nstance , Negro inf anc 
mor t a l i ty rates in some c ount ies are so high as t o invite compa rison 
w~th "underdeveloped nations .) centers wi ll a lso provide p rog r ams 
such as workshops i n adul t education which would deal with familY 
r,ela t i ons , f e deral servi ce programs , home improvement a nd other 
infor.mat i on vi t a l to the needs of Negro commun.i t ies , a nd !l lso 
extra c urricul a r programs for grade school and high school stude nts 
whic h wou ld not only supplement educational deficiencies but would 
provide opportunity for critica l tho1,1gh and creotive expression . ,, 
Each ce nt er would ha ve a well- r ounded libra r y- --to ~Jhich Negroe-s in 
many communitie s no~r ha ve no a cce ss . 

Though the c ommunity center program i s primarily educa t iona l, some of 
eac·h center 's resources ~rould be, 1.\S e d to poovide much-needed recrea<; ; 
tl ional facilities for the Negro conununi t y . In most comnru11ities i n 
!1issis sippi t he only r e c r eat ion outside of' t a verns isthd movies .• .and 
for Negroes this means s egregated movies . If there i s a movie the<l!'tre 
in the Negro conununi ty, i t is old , run d own, a n,d shows most ly out-of
dat-e , thi rd··rate HOllywood fi lms . The f ilm prog r am of t he ce nters wi l l 
not only provi de a more a g reeable atmosphere for movies, it will bring 
films of serious content which a re almost never shown ;nl1ississipp;t , 
where idea s a re rigidly controlled . Other r ecr e a tiona l offerings will 
be mus.i c a ppre{)iation classes , a :rts a nd c:ra'fts workshops , dra ma groups , 
discussion clubs on cut•t'ent e ven:ts, lJ.t.eL·a 1- u.!·e a ncl NCg.z·o achi evement , 
etc . , pen pal club!}, organtzed sports, (where eqUi.ipment allo\</S ), and 
occa-sional specia l performance s by outside enterta iners , s uch .as fo l k 
festi va ls , ja zz concerts, etc . Organlzecl s t or-y--talli ng for young; 
c Rildren '"ill be entertaining, ail.:! will intr oduce them t o the resources 
of the cente r ls library andto r eading for plsasu~e in gen" :r:-a l . 

Voter :Registr~tion : Voter registration workers 1•rill be involved in a 
summer long drive to mohillze the Negr o communities of Mississtppi 
and t o assist in developing loca l leode rsntp a nd orga niza tion , They 
•rill 
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be involved in :m effort to encourag'~ a s rrr!lny Negroes as poss ible 
to ~ ttempt to r egister on the county books a nd will ass ist in a c~m-
pa i gn, l auhche'd in Februa ry, to register ove r 400, 000 Nef!5roe s on 
Freedom registr<ition books . The Freedom registration campaig~ ·.~ill 
involve establishing loca l registrats i n every precinct in ~1ississip
p1 with registra tion boolcs resembling a s much a s possibl e the officia l 
bo-oks o.f the state . The Freedom registration books 1>1ill serve as the 
ba:;~i3 for cha llenging the oi'fi c ial books of the st<1 te a nd the va lidity 
of "odj~icial"' e l e ctions t }Jis f all, Finall y , voter r egistrat ·ion vtol·kers 
1r1il l assist in the summer campa igns or Freed om ca ndidotes who will be 
tunning for congress . 

The voter r egistration worlcers Nill be dep l oyed a round the state in 
il numbe r of ways : 1 ) every rura 1 county will ha ve a four men te~:nn . 
Vlhere ver poasible,. attempts 1;ill be m;~i;le to find h ousine; i n the coun
ty, but i.f liousin~ cannot be found , the four men t eam coul d work the 
county while based in a nea rby urba n a r ea ; 2} there Will be l a r ge 
numbers of students worl<;i.ng in ea ch f'a1.r- sizcd uity; 3 ) satura·cion 
ar:eas : there 1qi l l be t wo, or potJSibl:y three, c ities where a massive 
numbe r of students, roughly 100 will be concentrated , Three possible 
a rea:;; would be Ja ckson, !ljeridia n, a nd Greenville ; 4 ) mobile units of 
four men and a ca r would fill gaps in the state po~itical program 
a nd ~1ould move into crisis a1•eas if t he neec;'l develops . 

Sue cia 1 Pr%)ects : 
a . Res~arch Pr oject: A nllmbe r or summer workers Nil!. devote them

·s elves e nt irely to res eo:rch on t he ec~O~JOmic c:nll pe;li.tJ c :l.J. life of 
~tlss is sippi . Svl:le of th1'3 ;~orl' wilJ. b!.l ao;c? from m~'; of t~e sta te, bu t 
much will n'3ed :re~ourc~s \fhlc.-1; :; .::: rt v~-t~ .. v be- f o\m\..1 1.rs Mis5j,sslppi . In 
addition .. a r.:t.m:br~_r o-f ;-~~~l:1le v;.: Lt t;e a~~ ~~s-d t .o 1lve in ,,-n i te c ozrJTruni
ties to survey ;J; tti t.udez and ro;, ::;;::~·c1 \'cact.J.Or>:> tc SUJJ'.'\1~!' nsppl'lnings . 

b . Lega l Pro,jc:Cl;; ll tP.am oi' :l.<Pnen; <:.•ld i:lt le·n s t 100 la 1~ students 
are. expect2d tc cof"!e tc r~i~nis;} i-p!~i t·~\ la,.n:c._h a m.:tGs~v~~ ,le~ ± offen
s ive .agains·t the of.t'~c:L=-1.1. ijy ~c:nn,\, : :;.' ~: ~ • •"3 s .;::Jte or'? i:-'I:LsSise~p:p!_ . L'aw · · 
students wil l te CiiG?;•\"!rs ~~:: t .o p.:'-: .,;c;.·\;.s ar,o~tnd the sta li.a vo serve as 
l egal advis ors. tu voter rr.::g;i~ ~- J't i.-,:1 ,,~.~,.r:!<Cr'S an·J t.o local pc,H.'lple. 
Others will be c Ol;centrato..C:.: 1<i h-<:y n ::>t'~,;: wf:<;,:-a ~;!ley wil l engage ;j.n 
lega l researci1 ~nd bcgi!1 to prepare-: 03t.t:U.;s agai:>st \.he stat e and loca l 
Offl cinls ana to chal lenge evo;:.'y l a w tll3t d-;pl·ives Negroes of their 
free-dom. 

c . l~itrz CC'rn:nunj.i;i.es : Ur.L~l now thel'(; h ::>::> b..lo;;n no my::~tem'lti ::: 
attempt by pr~J1-.~t;l .~.ntor~steO iT• ~~ .. J.~ el:.o1n i.l1iJJ .. m of batE. and big~Ytry 
.t -o work ·~~~.thiJ1 t~lla ~-ih!.t~ e tt:nJ!l'ltT::t:-i'·.~a t,j, tb-: dc~p So~i~h .. Ii" ls the 
in.tent1cn vf th9 ~'l'is5~~e t!:t~pi s~v~.n ~ r- P!'Oj~c ~; to do J".A:~ t i;ho t . In t he 
past yu'lr, a l:i l gr::.!ica:1t l'l::JJ.ber of ;:-;,;u.t.ha~'n ·nhite ot>~dents have been 
d rqwn t o <.be ~J,T~t;m;-m~. U!:l:l.~, ; t·JLudents fr·-:.u.1 uppe~· Sou~hern states like 
Tennessee, ~nd c ::.<:a,;l una ll:y n.Jti ve l'tt.sciss~.;;>pio-ns , SNCC hopes to de 
velop pr-oe;ra!'l£ within ll'tis;:; j e1:~ppt s ~lhite r,omr.rv:ni ty . These progra ms 
will dea i d.:.1•eot l y Hitfl t!·1e probl ems of '~he white pe op le . l~hile al
most a 11 N~tsrot<§ i:cl f'·l .~~ J • .s~· !.:opi a re d!'!rt.:ed the right to vote, sta
tistics clea:c-ly i.r1'CJ.lct, te t: iJ • ~ e :n::~,ic:~lty c1! whites are excludccJ as 
well . On adclitiml, pr;•tct'ty :'l:"id 11.:.l;;.,::>."l >:y <:m' ile f ou."ld :tn abu,ndance 
among t11ss1sa1ppi wn:l +,es. T.~0;.•c is ~-n l"m; t a c lear a.l'Ca for Southern 
Nbi t e s t udents t o ~{or!< l.n, f'or i n many ~~ays Miss:~.ssipp1 has imprl.soned 
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her white- people along with her b l a c l{S . This proj e c t wil l be .pilot 
and experimental a nd the r.:!!Sults ~~re unpredic t :lble . But the e f.fort to 
organize a nd educa te whites in the dir e ction of democracy a nd eecency 
can no l onger be delayed . 

d . The Tbea·ter Project: Sponso1•ect by the Tougaloo Drama Depart 
ment . This summer will a lso ma rk the §~ginning of a repe rtory theater 
in Ja ckson, Nis siss ippi . The aet ors will be Nagro russissippia ns ;. the 
p lays will dramatize the experie nce of the Negro in r'iississipp;l. and in 
America ; the stage \~ill be the churches, comrrtunity centers a nd fie los 
of r ural Mississippi . 

··~ 
-- -.,r .... --

.. Usj ng the the a t er as nn instrument of educ<J tion as well a s a s our"e of 
entert<:~j_nment , a new area of protest- will be· opened-. 

,., _M ...... 




