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CANTON, MISSISSIPfl 

I• MAT, 1133, MADIION COUNTY orrtCIA~I AP~I.TID MA~OR JOHN B, PITTON 
TO DITIRMINI TMI IIOIIAPNIOA~ CINTIM or TMI COUNTY TO ~OOATI THI COUNTY 
IIAT, 8N .. T~T TNIMIA,TI., CANTON CAMI t•To IKIITINCI AND WAI INCOIPORA~IO 
•• 1836, 

MTITIRT IMROUDI TMI RIAION MOW A•D WHY THI NAMI •CaMTOM• WAI II~IOTCD, 
81¥11~ TNI .. III ARI IIVI• IT 0~0 RIIIDIMTI: AIOUT THI TIMe 0' TNC 
IU.WIT, A WIA~TMY 'ANI~T TIAVILINI , ... BOLTON TO KIMKWOOD VIA CANTON WAO 
1• TNII. II.VICI A CMIMAMAN WHOM THIT MAD OH.IITI.IO CANTON, HI IIOAM~ 
liCK DM TWI TMIP AND OliO Ae TNIT •IAIIO THII IIOTIOM or THI COU.TY a•o 
WAI .. 1110 NIRio IN OPIAKINO Or TMI NIW TOWW AMO WHIMI IT WAO TO 01 
IUILT, Pll~l MAO ONLY TO lAY, "WNr•c TMC CHINAMAN, CANTo•, II eu•tro,• 
Orwc•l lAY TNAT IT WAI IIOAUII TNI TOWN Llll DIMICTLY AIOTI CA.TOM, CHt•A, 
A.O Lilli TNAT rOMIII. CITY, THI MAI.I or TMAVIL A•D CO.TACT WITH THI OVT-
1101 WIMLD WAI IV WAY or TNI Pra•L Rtvl•• 

CANTO. TODAY IOAITI or A POPU~ATIO. or 10,000, A PMOI.IIIIVI CITY 
IOWI •• MC.T AND MA•Y rt•l IMOUITMIII, WHICH AMO•I OTNI. THIMII P•OOUCI 
WOOD PMIOUOTI, MILK, COUll YAM., IICI IILTio TINTI, OHIIIICALI 0 AU.TO 
IPMINII, ILICTMICA~ APPLIANCII AND rUMMITU.Io MADIIOM COUNTY, ONI or 
MIIIIIIIPPI'I •tCHIIT AI.IOULTU.AL AMIAI, P•ODUCII COTTOM, COMM 0 DATI, 
WMIAT1 IOTICANI AND 10 THI IICOMD LARIIIT CATTLI CIUMTY IN MIIIIIIIPPio 
TNI OOUNTT ~10 MAl A NUMII• or PMODVCIMI OIL WILLI• 

Fo• RIOMIATIO., CAMTOMIAMI PLAT I~' AT THI BIAUTtrUL COUMT•v CLUI, 
riiN IN TMI MANY NIA.IY LAKII AND TNI PrA•L AND Btl BLACK RIWIMI-- AND 
a•r ONLY 20 MILII ,.OM JACICIOM, THI CAPITOL CITY WMI•I AMI PLAYIO IOMI 
or THI TIA•I IIIIIIT AND lilT roOTI~L ANI IAIICCTI~L IAMIIo 

CANTON DIIP~AVI MA•T IIAUTtrUL AMTI-IILLUM IT.UCTU.II~ ON TNI 28TH 
DAY 0' DIOCMIIM, 1854, TMI CD•T•ACT ro• TMI OONIT.UCTIIN O' T~l MAOIIOM 
Cou•TY CouiTHOUII WAI AWAMDIO TO PATIICK AND WILLII ,0. TNI IUM or 
$26,421,58, TNI COUNT HOUII WAI CONPLITID a•o ro•M~LY MIOII¥10 JANUAMY 
6, 1858, THI IIAUTirUL IMOM rr•cr WHICH r•DLOIII THI COU.TVAMO WAI lUlL? 
IN 1858 roM THI IUM or $5,250,00, 

THI OLD NATONII TIAOI WAe LOCATIO ~UIT A rrw MILII IAIT Or CANTo•• 
EAILY MAPI IHOW YNI NATOMIZ TRIOI AI A• INDIAN TMAIL MUN.INI rMOM NATONIZ 
TO THI CHOCTAW VILLAIII A.O TNIMCI TO THI 0Nti .. AW WI~LAICI IN WHAT II 
IIOW NORTNIAeT Mt .. IIIIPPio THI NATCHII TIIACI PAit!~WAY MIMO•t~IZII THI 
INDIAN PATH THAT IICAMI A WI~OI.NIII •oAOWAY IITWCI• NATCNIZ A•D NAeM­
VI~LI ANO OUMt•l IIG0-1130 IUOIIIIVILY A ~IT •oAO AND HleHWAY IIMOIMI 
TMI OLD 80UTNWIIT TO TNI U•tOMo 

CANTON ri~T TNI DIWAITATION or TMI WAI BITWII• THI STATile IT WAI 
OM THI •ouTI or 8NIMNAMII MIITORICAL MAlON TO THI 81Ao 8UT TIMI NIALl 
ALL lOAMI, AND TODAY CANTON MAe TAICIN ITI PLAOI IN TNI IMDUITIIAL AMO 
RICMIATIOMAL PAIAOI O' PIOIMIIIo 

CMAIIIIM or COMHIMCI 
CANTON, Mlllllll~·l 



........ '-, 
•tsttl;t ........ ....... 

-· 7 ... ... ..... ........... ~ ... ..... ........................... ~ -==-.---....... ..... .... _ n .-...-.-.... . -....... ~--.. cu· , • ..a ••. .-....tow ...... ,...,.. .... . ......,..,._,._ .. _ .. 
..... .. ...... t""' -..-..... .... 

ftlt' , ............ , .... ......-.. ...... .... .. , ....., ...... _ ....... ~ 
HISTOR\CAL 

MADISON COUNTY 



' IaDISOil' COJ".:TY -I NDUSTRIES 

Can ten 

American Tent Co . 
Produotc Tents , gun covers , tow 

targets, oanvaaa, and 
or leather products , etc . 

Manager ' D. R. Yandell 

Cllampion 
Product• 
Manager I 

Chemical Co . 
Insecticides, 
J. T. Conner 

tunghides 

Canton Casket Co. 
Produotf ~urial oaaketa 
Manager 1 Clyde Sullivan 

Canton Poultry Market 
Produota Dro~aod Poultry 
Managert J. D. Rasberry 

Canton Pulp Yard-L. A. Penn and Son 
Produota Pulp wood 
Managerl L. A. Penn, Jr. 

Canton Ready Mix 
Produot t Concrete , sand and gravel 
lAanager a Ruaeell Lovell 

Canton Textilee 
Product• Coarse yarna 
Manager 1 1bae tt C. Roes 

Canton Tr eating Co . 
Preduotl Creosote polea 
Manager 1 L. H. Dunham 

Coaatal Chemical Co . 
Producta ~ertiliaer 
Kanagert John Williamson 

Rly and Walker Dry Goode Co . 
Produott Ken 's ahirts 
Manager 1 J. W. Gardner 

Parco Plumbing Speoial1tiea Mfg. 
Produot a Plumbing fixttrea 
Manager Bill Faria 

Gilbert Woed Preduota 
Product• Furniture parte 
Uanager' H. enry Anderson 

International Papaer Co . 
Productt Pulp wood 
Manager t De.ve Portgang 

Jackson Wood Produo*• 
Product 1 Purni tW.e 
~ger c P. C. Garner 

Jones and Yandell 

• 

ProductJ Ski balta, lite jao~ta 
Manager • Hermit Jonea . 

Uadison Co. Cooperatives . 
Produota Grain elevaters 
Manager& Sam Batesi 

Madison Co . :Dairies 
Product' Milk 
.Manager ' He~ w,. hloaby 

Rebel Concrete Co ., Ridieland 
Manager 1 Bobby Moore 

Madison Furniture Induatriea 
Productt Upholstered furniture 
Manag er a L. H. Shornick 

Madison Woodworkin$ C~. 
Productl Furniture parte 
Manager 1 L. H. Sbornick 

uncrart 
Products 
Manager I 

Producta, Inc. 
Kitchen cabipets 
Bill Walla 

Y1aaissipp1 Federated Coops 
Product a ~g gradi ng and f reezing 
t!anager r »111 lAyers 

llo-Sag Spring Co . 
Product& Coil springs 
Manager : Robert 0 1~ll 

Gold K1at 
Products 
Manager a 

Pecan Proces sing Plant 
Shelled peoana 
Surnie Butler 

Sho-Caae Mt g. Co . 
Productaa Decorative throw, pillewa, 

utility baga, stadium 
cushions, and seats 

Managera Stanley Case 



~-L Uetal Polishin~ Co . 
!~ger t Paul Buskirk 

Udico !.lf'g . Co . 
Product s Alectr1cal appliances 
J.Tanager 1 .r.ike· Brabo 

FLORA 

Norris-Thermador Corp . 
Produot t Kitchenware 
ldanager t Ralph Cantlay-

Magnavox Wood Products 
Productt Dimensional stock 
~anaser a c. D. Blancett 

M-R- S Kt g . Co . 
Product : ~actors , scrapers, 

hauling equipment 
Manager 1 H. H. Whi to , Jr . 

• . 

Flora Cotton Compress Warehouse 
Product t Cotton storage 
Manager 1 E. H. Stratton .. 
Southern Vi tal Records • • 
Product a Recor d storage 
Manager a Dozier Willard 

J.W>ISON .. • 

J.mid Plastic tg. Co . : Product : Plastic products 
i:ana.ger 1 Lawrence Lewis-

RIDGELAllD 
Hunt Process Ino. 

' 

Product a Concrete curing compound 
c. A. Adcock Uanager a 
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SOME INT£R£8TIN8 FACTS ABOUT•••• 

CANTON, MISSISSIPPI . 
AREA --- 2084.8 ACREB, 3.2575 •• UARE MIL£8 

MILES OF PAVED STREETS -·- 42.22 

ASSESSED VALUATION -·- $7,110,983.00 

CITY BUDGET-$ 423,100 

CITY INCORPORATED - 1836 

CITY EMPLOYEES - 141 

CITY REAL ESTATE TAX RATE ·-- 16 MILLS COMMERCIAL BAN~S - 2 

CITY TREASURY SURPlUS FUND (2/1/64)---$65,799.31 

SAVINGS I LOAN ASSOCIATIONS -

POPULATION--- APPROX. 11,000 
(1960 CrNaua- 9,707) 

AVeRAGE ANNUAL RAINFALL --- 60" 

AVERAGE HIGH TEMPERATURE --- 83 ora. 

PREVAILING WINOS ---SSE 5·15 MPH 

RETAIL OUTLETS -- 400 

ANNUAL RETAIL SALES -
($14,000,000) 

DWELLING UNITS (1/1/62) 
2,446 

INDUSTRIAL FIRMS - 26 

ELEVATION - 22.8' 

PRODUCTS MANUFACTURED --- TENTS, 8UN COVERs, TOW TARQETB, CANVAss GOOD8 
LEATHER PRODUCTS, IN8ECTICIOIS 1 FUNeiOIDEs, BURIAL CA8KIT8 1 COARSE 
YARNS, MEN'S SHIRTS, FURNITURE, Bki•SELT8 1 LIFE ~ACkET8 1 FURNITURE 
PARTS, kncHEN CABINET8 1 COIL SPRINGS, ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES, PLUMSIN8 
SPECIALTIEs, OECRATIVI THROW PILLOWS, BEACH BA88 1 BTATIOUM CUSHIONS 
AND 8EAT8 1 CONCRETE. 

PRODUCTS PROCESSED -- PULP WOOD, MILk, Eaes, PECANS, METAL FINISHINQ 1 
CREOSOTE POLES, GRAIN, POULTRYo 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS •• COTTON, CORN, OATS, WHEAT, BOY BEANI• MADISON 
COUNTY 18 THE SECOND LARQEST CATTLE COUNTY IN MI8818SIPP1a 

LOCATION: CANTON, COUNTY SEAT OF MADISON COUNTY, LIES 23 MILES NORTH 
OF JACkiON, STATE CAPITAL OF MIS81881PPio LOCATIO ON INTERSTATE 
H18HWAY 55 AND THE ILLINOIS RAILROAD, AND BEIN8 ONLY 23 MILES FROM 
H18HWAY 80 AND THE JACkSON ~ET AIRPORT, IT 18 EASILY ACCESSIBLE TO 
ALL PO I NTB. 

MYsTERY BHROUOB THE REASON HOW AND WHY THE NAME "CANTON" WAS BELECTEOa 
SEVERAL THEORIES ARE BIVEN BY OLD RE810ENT8: SOME SAY THAT A CHINAMAN 
NAMED "CANToN•, IN SERVICE OF A WEALTHY FAMILY TRAVELIN8 THROUQH THE 
COUNTY, OlEO AND WAS BURIED HIREJ OTHeRS SAY THAT IT WAS BECAUSE THE 
TOWN LIES DIRECTLY ABOVE CANTON, CHINA. 

CANTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 



Notes from intervie11 1·ri th ~r . X, ex- bootlegEer 

He spent almost t~renty years in t he business- quit in 1963 . trost 
of t he l·th.isltey he ran in carne f rom J a ckson or Vicksburs; he paid 
the oops noth ing over there . He dose~' t Jrno1·1 l'lhether t he aellers 
in t hose t01ms paid t hem off or not . 

He aai.d that the hi £911-ray patrol used to stop, search, arrest 
and fine people 1f t hey caught them . X said t hat i n 1 959 it came 
over t he news t hat the h i ghway patrol could no l onger make arr ests 
of people carrying sealed bottles 1f t he tax (to state) had been 
pai d on it, although they could arrest people car rying corn. He 
sai d that the highway patrol would stop cars and often notify the 
sheriff and surmi sed t hat the sheriff ~rould soli t t he take from 
1•rha tever bri be 1nvol ved ~r1th the 1ndi vidual patrolmen 1n these 
cases. 

When asked for specific instances 1·rhen he had been notified 
by the sherif f of i lllJlend1ng raids , X sai d that in 1950, l'lhen Lloyd 
Simpson \'las sheriff, he WllB so notified by Simpson . At this point 
X said he wa s paying about e25 a \'leek for "p rotection." 

In 1 !,;)50 he said he moved to canton; 1·rb1le i nsi de the city 
l i mits , he pai d the chief of police (Dan Thom~son- now chi ef ; he 's 
oeen in and out of office for quite some t i me } $50 a weelt. Although 
he pai d the sheriff noth ing within the city limits , hs was never 
r a ided. He guesses t hat t h ere was some sort of a rrangement between 
t h e sheriff and the chie f . 

His brother, ·:t 


