
Donr Su...z.,or Voluntoor: 

Council of F:dorntod Or•~iz~~ions 
1017 L,nch Street - - P .0. Box 2896 

J .. ckaon, l>!ississippi 

wo havo taken an unoxpoctod.ly long ti.mo to toll you £.bout th.:. ro3anrch progrl)lll that 
tho Oow:.eil of F.::d...r • .t.od Or<>.J'li.z:ltions ( COFO) has dosil!11cd for pooplo ncce>ptod in the 
sw:.mor project <Jho indicata :m intorost in research. Wa hn.vo not -written you sooner 
about tho rosonreh prot,rw. and what it anto.i.l.s bocausa tho pl.wt..ins of it wns not in 
tho fill a!. st.~, c s until r. couple of deys ago . wo found that instcnd of doing Wbnt wo 
originally h;,d in clnd, we oug~tt to at.toopt to goar tho rosourdh project to those Who 
would bo doing thu resuurch, in order to got tlllXiJ!luJil r osult.s , 

Briefly 1 the COFO rcsourch pro(!r'os... ld.l.l tnko tno followin~ forin: 

1. Preble •. orcas : , COFO hns soloctod 17 11problao orcas'' •.dth which it is concerned, 
lfc havo hopoa of dovolopin& a numb<>r of uocningt.'lll rotlodinl nltorrurtj_ves for these 
probl.om&; r Cii!Bdinl nltomutivcs th.1.t OM be put into effect bylocnl poo~o Without 
too ml.lch oxpcnse. Tn.,r..tor ... , COFO is eoi ug to ask a n1Jmb<:r of BUio.LOr rosoaroh peopl e 
to st:~tcl,}r the particular 11probl.on .lt'Ca$11

1 investigate tho U.tdorl;yi.1g causes or thoso 
probleats 1 and fi11ally rocoownd ~ nUlilbor of roculdiul nlt.arnn.tivcs . 

For axru:1plo: Cb .. of those 11 problot; a.r<>as" i!s tho hi[.h r ate or infa.'lt rLOrtallty omong 
No,ro rural };X»pa.o. ~is l<!JoW so!l'.aof th~> onuses for the hie,h r ata of infant &:ortallty. 
Wo know wo Cll!JI'IOt bo ccrtai.l1 of nll t;ho c..:uscs. >IC know :llso thnt. thoro is :. corro
lntion batwacn l.aw incor.10 l.ovols and hi&h r at es of inf:mt r;.ortnlity. This !lnowlodgo 
is not cnoucll; whet we want is inforL.;.ltion on thcdiat of rurol N,;~ ro wan.~n during 
pragncu cy 1 clu.retion of omploymant duriut, prcf)l.:;!'Cy 1 clothin!l1 baths tcl<cn, amowt of 
care Eben to tho breast ond tooth, activity dur.iJ-.1 tho lyint:;- in pori od, who ddlivor.s 
tho b:~by (...id- w:ifc or pOysician) > etc, W_ h.;.V';;: dCsiE)'lCd t:.n int ... rvi9W questionnaire 
which 11l.ll be usod by on interviewer ( o .. c of th..: SllllT..cr project r oso ... rch people) and 
thiiS person will work in a dasitJPatcd = (:m. wost cases a. county) tc obtain tho 
infor".a.tion desired. as st..:tod before, thur o will bo appro.ximatcly 17 such studios 
undertaken. Ncodloss to s;-;;y, too :l.n!_onuity, cro..tivenoss and other assistance the 
intorviaw01::s lCllld to tho study will be r..oro tbJ.'1 approebtad. AJ!ter the question
naires ore c~lotv<,1 the i.ltorvia1<1Qr Will b ... oxpoctad to write up his intcrprct:l
tions and prosout 11eolut:lons11 to t.ho "v•·obl.OILll11

, 

2. Attitude surv;;:ys: COFO is interested in or5£L,"lizling the N<l_ro communities through
out the str.to. It will not be ebla to do an ef fective job until wo know mora oxpli
cit.aly what th<. 11 ..:, ro poopl.a nctunlly bollava andthirtk in Mississippi. 1'/a b.:lw 
qucstiouuni.rca •lhi.ch we foal will ollcit infon:.o.tion about tho beliefs, val.uos and 
valuations of l'h.-_, l oes who llvo in l!!ississippi. 

J, Subst.ont-htine coro •s assertions : COFO work{}rs often make general and bl.Mkot 
st!ltomonts <!bout J•dssissi ppi pelici~s :llld tre:.t rr.ont of ~'<ol,I'Oes . For OX'Blllple : Negroes 
don •t he.vo accoss to library facilities" or 1111/ol.fars officials discrit..i.noto seainsv 
No;,roes~ etc. COBO wonts studios undertllken to obtain f nc::tunl data to dotorn.ine Rn 
a stn.t eWide basis t ho extent to Which these assortions nro justified, 

4. Existin3 structure studios: kot.l, 1 wa f ool that • .. oro information on tho irtstjtu
tional structure, the pol.icies of the institutions, tho pelltlieol machinations s houlld 
bo l ooked at LlOro closely fron the viewpoint of' low inCOCiO people, and we intend to 
do such with tho sw.JI.or reseorch peoplo. 

This should c;ive you an idea. of what we hava in aJ.ud . You have boon sol ootod to 
work in a pcrticuU!r a.~u, but ws would liko to ha:.r :\ word from you about which of 
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the f olll' ar eas interests you. most . I f you have no preference , s;v s o. Send this 
information to Jesse Uorris as soon as possible. 

1017 L.,nch St • 
Jackson, iJississiopi. 

leree read the attached sheet abou.t the orientation very carefully . JoJuch of the 
orgm izational vo rk !or the rese<r ch progr<.m '1'1111 have to be dona at the orient.a9-
t1on session . 

thanks ~cry much; sorry for the long delttr in writing to you . 

S:iJ'!cerely your.;, 

.J ~.;..JI.;. J l/ 1. I I 1_. l 

Jes sa Morris , 
Sumner Research Program 




